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 As many of you already know, I have received a divine call to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and School in Denver, CO.  I want to take this time to respond to the most 
common questions that I have received so far in order to shepherd you through this 
process.  God is good! We get to trust in Him as we go through this together!
 I will make a decision regarding this call by Sunday, January 21st.  
 How does a vacancy work?  Lay Minister Dave Weir would continue to preach 
during the vacancy.  Many of you have expressed thanksgiving for Dave!  Aren’t we 
blessed to have him?!  The frequency Dave preaches in conjunction with a Vacancy 
Pastor would be determined.  At the end of the day, the Elders would be responsible to 
recommend a pastoral candidate to the Voters Assembly.  Once the Voters Assembly 
decided upon a candidate a Divine Call would be extended to that pastor. 
 Will we be fed by the next pastor?  Your voices have been heard in this regard.  
Through prayer and making your requests known, I believe God will grant this request.  
 Will our church continue to go in the direction it is going?  A large number of you 
have expressed that you like what we have become as a church and you want that 
momentum to continue.  By the grace of God, foundations in church government, 
contemporary worship, growth groups, and joining Jesus on His mission have been laid.  All 
of those movements have lay leaders in place who are staying.  By the power of the Holy 
Spirit those foundations are solid because they are built upon Christ and His Word.  If you 
want your church to continue to be mission minded and vibrant that is up to you to make 
that request known to God and participate in growth groups and joining Jesus on His 
mission. 
 What has been built will be tested during this process.  Your connection to Christ and 
each other will be tried.  However, I believe that you are firmly rooted in Christ and in His 
body and St. Paul Lutheran Church will be healthy for many years to come regardless of 
where God calls me!

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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Dates

January 20 - Lutheran Women in Mission Bunko/Tea Party - 1:00 - 3:00 pm - Join 
us for fun, fellowship, and a silent auction.  Tickets are $5 (for missions) and may be 
purchased in the narthex or the School/Church office.  Please bring a pair of women’s 
socks for Good Samaritan Inn
February 10 - St. Paul’s No Greater Love 3rd Annual Auction - 5:30 pm - Southern 
Oregon Wine Institute at UCC.  Tickets will be 
available for purchase soon.
February 14 - Ash Wednesday & Beginning of Lent

February 17 - St. Paul Father Daughter Dance 

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 

12:00pm

• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm

• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

Caroling

We had a fun time Christmas Caroling to homebound members of our congregation 
on December 17!
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No Strings Children’s Things...
A huge thank you to everyone who donated toward No Strings Children's Things!  The 
event at Alexanders Greek Cuisine in December was a great success with around 60 

people fed and provided for.  We hope to continue this event either once or twice 
yearly, so please keep your donations coming!
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God’s Work at St. Paul

We praise Jesus for the new members welcomed to                           
St. Paul on December 17, 2017!

Are you pondering any New Year’s Resolutions?  Please consider getting into the habit of Daily 
Bible Reading.  God has given us this wonderful gift for positive Christian living.  Why not join 
others on a one-year, two-year, or slower journey and read through the Bible?  All journeys start 
with the first step and then, travel at your own speed.  Be blessed by the journey God is leading 
you on.
Here are some great resources to consider:
FROM OUR BOOK STORE
    Today’s Light Bible – A two-year journey
FROM THE WEB
    *The Lutheran Hour at www.lutheranhour.org
        Subscribe to their Daily Devotion and they will email you daily.
        Just open and click to listen to devotion OR
        Scroll down to “Today’s Bible in a Year Reading”
            Read or click on the speaker icon to listen 
        Having trouble?  Call 800-876-9880
    *Heartlight.org/devotionals/reading_plans/
        Here you will find a list of readings for each day of the year.  
        Free and Printable or to read on-line
YOUR VERY OWN PRINTED COPY OF ABOVE READING LIST
        Sign up for one.  See bulletin board in hallway.

Reading the Bible

Randy & Edith Kelly, Richard & Marilyn Sheldahl, Joanie Chambers, Laurie & Russ Clippard

mailto:lh_min@llm.org
mailto:lh_min@llm.org
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To  the  Beautiful  Souls  of  the  St.  Paul  Lutheran  Church  and  School  Community,   
 
 Well,  well,  well,  it  seems  as  if  you  have  done  it  again!  The  generosity,  kindness  and  love  you  
showed  Casa  de  Belen  made  so  many  of  our  homeless  children  and  their  families  overwhelmed  
with  joy  this  Christmas  season.  I  wish  you  could  have  been  there  to  witness  the  blessings  as  they  
were  bestowed  upon  the  recipients  of  the  gifts  you  gave.  Jesus  was  definitely  among  us  on  that  day,  
in  every  smiling  face,  in  every  happy  tear,  in  every  minute  of  all  of  it. 
 Many  of  our  residents  said  that  this  was  their  greatest  Christmas  ever,  and  they  meant  it  sin-
cerely.  Connie,  a  14  year-old  resident,  said  that  this  was  the  first  Christmas  where  she  actually  had  
presents  to  open.  She  loved  her  Emoji  bedspread  and  pillow.  One  of  our  17  year-old  residents  has  
not  cracked  a  smile  in  the  entire  month  she  has  lived  here.  She  was  full  of  smiles  as  she  watched  
her  two  year-old  son  open  his  Cars  bed  and  bedding.  He  went  crazy  over  it  and  started  jumping  up  
and  down,  hugging  the  mattress.  The  mama  and  daddy  of  our  new  baby  Lincoln  (born  December  
19th)  said  this  was  the  most  they  had  ever  gotten  for  any  holiday  in  their  whole  lives,  and  they  loved  
and  needed  everything  they  received.  They  were  especially  appreciative  and  said  this  is  “definitely,  
actually,  the  most  we  have  ever  felt  loved.”  The  pack  and  play,  baby  swing  and  gift  cards  will  be  a  
big  help  for  this  little  family.  I  can’t  wait  to  taste  the  treats  Bella  makes  in  her  Easybake  Oven.  She  
was  over  the  moon!  There  were  so  many  gifts  I  could  never  list  them  all.  But,  what  I  can  tell  you  is  
that  everything  was  loved  and  we  are  all  so  grateful.  Thank  you  so  much  for  helping  us  make  these  
special  memories  for  the  people  we  serve. 
 Your  compassion  exemplifies  Christian  love  and  it  means  the  world  to  us  here  at  Casa  de  
Belen.  As  I  have  said  in  previous  thank  you  letters  to  you,  spoiling  our  kids  at  Christmas  goes    well 
beyond  the  presents.  These  gifts  serve  as  a  reminder  to  our  youth  that  there  are  people  out  in  the  
community  that  love  them  and  care  about  them.  It  reminds  them  that  they  matter. 
 
 
Sincerely,   

 
 
 

Penny  McCue 
Executive  Director 
Casa  de  Belen 



[6]

Care Ministry

 Happy New Year to you 
and yours as we celebrate the 
beginning of a new year.  
However, we remember those 
who have gone on before us.  
What a celebration we can 
have knowing that they are in 
the arms of our Savior!!  We add 
David Skeen to that list.  What a 
blessing he and Susan have 
been!
     We continue to have a 
number of people either 
homebound, in a care facility, 
or in need of prayer.  
Homebound include Don 
Kitzmann and Karen Skarlotos' 
mother, Lorna.  We have 
Margie Derr and Ken Hand at 
Umpqua Rehab.  Ken will soon 
be going home.  Ron Meyer is 
currently at Mercy but will be 
transitioning to Rose Haven.  
Bette Hand remains at 
Brookdale.
     The following individuals 
would appreciate your prayers 
for good health and healing.  
They include Amy Dixon, 
Beverly Kiepert, Gene Kemp, 
Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, June 
Zehe, Kyle Crane, Libby and 
Marv Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Patty Sulfridge, Sara Kingston, and Sandra 
White.  
     As we start this new year make it a habit to adopt one or two of 
these individuals  remembering them throughout this new year with 
notes, phone calls, visits and of course prayers.  You will not only enrich 
their lives but yours as well.  May God continue to watch over you 
giving you guidance and direction as only he can do.  Blessings to 
you!!
       - Lynn Mathweg
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Lutheran Women in Mission
     HAPPY NEW YEAR, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  I hope your Advent/Christmas 
celebrations were filled with God’s joy and peace.   December was a busy year for our 
LWML and church/school.  Starting with the wrap-up of our Christmas wreath sales, then 
our first ever Christmas Tea at Timothy house (a resounding success), the cookie tin sales 
at the Children’s Christmas program plus several memorial services for those who went to 
be with Jesus. Bringing our month and year to a close with all the inspirational Worship 
services.  It was a momentous month, and we thank everyone who helped make each 
of these events a success.   God has truly blessed us with a loving, caring church family.
    In January we start preparing for our 3rd annual “Bunco Event” for ladies & friends. The 
date is set for January 20, 2018.  Tickets for the event will be $5.00 to go towards missions.  
Tickets will go on sale on Sunday, January 7th.  This has proven to be a popular event.  
Invite an uncharted friend to come with you.  Times are 1:00 – 3:00 pm.   We’ll start out 
with a rousing round of Bunco, stop at about 2:00 for refreshments and then wind up the 
afternoon with another round of Bunco.  It is fast-paced and fun.   Young daughters are 
welcome to come, too, as long as they can throw the dice.  
    God bless you as we “Join Jesus on His Mission” in this New Year he has blessed us.  Our 
first meeting of the New Year will be Thursday, January 4th.
  In God’s peace and JOY,

            - Barbara Campbell, President

Christma Tea
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Rev. Duane and Elizabeth Meissner 
serve the Lord through The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) as 
missionaries in Belize. In this role, 
Duane’s unique and exciting objective 
is to plant the very !rst Lutheran 
churches in that country! He also 
works to support LCMS human care 
and mercy projects in the country.

Duane was born and raised in 
central Texas, attending church and 
school at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Austin, and living on his parent’s 
small farm in Hutto. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in church music 
from Concordia University Texas, 
Austin, and his Master of Divinity from 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Before 
serving in Belize, Duane was blessed 

to serve as the senior pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Barnhart, Mo. His hobbies include 
nature hikes, writing and playing/singing pre-classical music.

Elizabeth was born and initially raised in Oakmont, Pa., but she moved with 
her family to San Antonio, Texas, when she was young. She attended 
Concordia University Texas, Austin, where she met Duane, and received 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration/management. Prior to 
becoming a missionary, Elizabeth worked in transportation logistics 
for a company in St. Louis and volunteered at St. Louis Crisis 
Nursery. In her free time, she enjoys photography, gardening and 
reading. Duane and Elizabeth have been married since 2004 and 
have four children - Marcie, Maverick, Ayana and Abigail - who are 
excited to join them on the mission !eld.

Pray for the health and safety of the Meissner family as they continue 
their work in Belize. Pray for a faithful reception of the Gospel by the Belizean people, and for 
successful church plants across the country according to God’s will. Pray also for the mercy 
work done by the Belize Mission Society, that the love of God can be seen in all that we do.

For more information about the work the Meissners are doing in Belize, visit their family’s 
website - christinbelize.com

• BIRTHDAYS: Duane – Oct. 13, Elizabeth – April 29, Marcie – April 6, Maverick – May 12,   
             Ayana – March 9, Abigail – Aug. 9
• WEDDING ANNIVERSARY: July 31
• HOME DISTRICT: Missouri  SUPPORTING DISTRICT: Texas

•  Pray daily for Duane and Elizabeth — and how you can support 
and tell others about their ministry. Visit lcms.org/meissner

•  Learn about LCMS international work at lcms.org/international
•  Support and adopt an international worker. Call 888-930-4438. 

Pray for
R!". D#$%! $%& E'()$*!+, M!(--%!.
C,#./, P'$%+!.
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Belize

LEARN  •  PRAY  •  GIVE  •  TELL •  SEND  •  GO  •  CELEBRATE
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Give securely online at lcms.org/meissner or !ll out the form below:

Name:    

Address:    

City:  State: ZIP: 

Phone:  Email:  

TYPE OF GIFT:
� A monthly recurring gift of $______________ for the duration of Duane and Elizabeth’s 

service. (Please choose a payment method below.)
 
� A per-year pledge commitment of $___________ to be ful!lled:

� monthly � quarterly � semi-annually � annually
 
� A special gift of $______________

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY/OUR GIFTS BY:
� Check — Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 

Write Meissner-Belize Support on memo line.

� Automatic Withdrawal — Please include a VOIDED ORIGINAL CHECK. 

I/we hereby authorize The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to initiate automatic debits to 
my/our account at the !nancial institution named below. I/we acknowledge that the origination 
of direct debit (ACH) transactions to my/our account must comply with the provisions of U.S. 
law. This agreement will remain in effect until The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod receives a 
written notice of cancellation from me or my !nancial institution.

Financial Institution: Signature: 

� Credit/debit card
Card Number: Security Code: 

Type: � � � �

Name on Card: Exp. Date (mm/yy): / 

MAIL TO: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod • P.O. Box 66861 • St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

QUESTIONS? Call 888-930-4438 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org.

Gifts received for LCMS international workers are deposited in an account restricted for the support of eligible international workers. Any gifts 
received in excess of a worker’s requirement for a given year are held for that worker until needed. Should a worker’s service conclude for any 
reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to one or more eligible LCMS international workers who most closely ful!ll 
the restrictions of the original gift. With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to support international work budgeted 
by the LCMS. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

“HERE AM I... SEND ME!”

Acct # A10898-69411

MY SUPPORT OF THE LCMS THROUGH THE WORK OF:  

Rev. Duane and Elizabeth Meissner


