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Pastor Andrew Farhat
What Would Make for a Faithful Vacancy from a Biblical Perspective?
I have talked to several people over the years, and one person said, “Everything just
stands still during a vacancy.” Another person said, “Our church has grown during
vacancies in the past.” That leads me to ask the question: what would make for a faithful
vacancy from a biblical perspective?
Empower Your Leaders
The Bible says: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and
not with groaning, for that would be of no
advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17). By God’s
grace, He has called three men to serve as Elders to
lead and govern our church during the vacancy.
I’m thankful to God for them, and for your prayers
and words of encouragement to them. The passage
in Hebrews is saying, “Let them enjoy leading you
during this time. Let them be encouraged by the
experience. Pray for them and give them words of
affirmation. Otherwise, you will gain nothing.”
Other ministry leaders who manage ministries
will become more self-sufficient during the vacancy. By God’s grace they will use their
spiritual gifts and make decisions sometimes on their own unto the glory of God.
Love One Another
The Bible says, “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another” (John 13:35). And again, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children are walking in the truth” (3 John 1:4). With our words of affirmation, quality time,
and acts of service we show love to one another. As God has reconciled us to Himself, we
also pursue reconciliation with those who have wronged us (Matt. 5:24).
(continued on following page)
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I will no longer be around to facilitate peace between people. If you have a complaint
against someone and need guidance, please let an Elder know. Also, if you notice
someone is straying from the flock, it is your responsibility to go after them (Luke 15).
Join Jesus on His Mission
	

Why can’t a church grow during a vacancy? It is God who gives the growth (1
Cor. 3:6). However, we know from Scripture that He grants the growth as the people of
God scatter and water seeds. Without seeds, there is no growth. You are the
missionaries. By enjoying people, recognizing and responding to their needs with words,
prayer, and acts of kindness seeds are planted. If someone says: “Our church is not
growing numerically.” The next question should be: “Who are you currently reaching out
to in friendship?”
	

A consumer says: “The church just isn’t the same anymore.” A contributor says:
“Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and I’m going to do my part to build
up the body of Christ.”
	

May God fill you with love, perseverance, and a heart for evangelism as you move
forward together for His glory.
Your Partner in the Gospel,

Pastor Andrew

Dates
February 5- Returning Student Enrollment Begins for St. Paul School
February 10 - St. Paul’s No Greater Love 3rd Annual Auction - 5:30 pm - Southern
Oregon Wine Institute at UCC. Please buy tickets by Wed. Feb. 7!
February 14 - Ash Wednesday & Beginning of Lent - 5:30 Soup Supper, 6:30 service

February 17 - St. Paul Father Daughter Dance - 6:30-8:30 pm - Tickets are $10 and
are available in the church/school office.

February 21 - Lent Service - 5:30 Soup Supper, 6:30 service
February 26 - New Student Enrollment Begins for St. Paul
School
February 28 - Lent Service - 5:30 Soup Supper, 6:30 service
•Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm
•Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

[2]

College Scholarship Opportunity!
Are YOU interested in full time ministry?
We are accepting applications for college scholarships. Applicants must be a
member of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School intending to pursue a college level
degree for the purpose of working full time in Lutheran ministry.
Along with the application include a transcript, 2 letters of recommendation, and
a brief resume by March 31, 2018.
Applications are on the hallway bulletin board.

St. Paul Lutheran School
We are so thankful for all of you that support our school. We are currently looking for
anyone that might be interested in taking over being in charge of boxtops.
It is the season of enrollment at St. Paul. We are excited about another great year
and we can always use your help. We would appreciate your help with referrals. We have
signs that we have ordered and we would appreciate you considering putting them in
strategic spots that would promote our school.
Returning student enrollment begins February 5th and Open enrollment is on February
26th. We have our auction of February 10th and the Father/Daughter dance on February
17th. Our open house will be on March 22nd.
Thank you to all of you who support our school both financially and in prayer!
May the Lord bless the Church and School! - Principal Kyle Crane

Students celebrating “National Lutheran Schools Week”
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Father-Daughter Dance!

School Auction

Our Annual Father/Daughter Dance will
take place on Saturday, February
17th, from 6:30 - 8:30pm, in the Fellowship
Hall. Dads, Grandpas, Uncles or any other
special men are welcome to bring their
favorite Girl or Girls. DJ, "Libertad", will be
providing the evening's music. Karra Crane
will be capturing these special memories
with her photography. Tickets are for sale
in the office for $10 each. Can't wait to see
you there.
Please consider contributing cookies,
cupcakes or any other finger sweets to
serve at the dance. Please place your
labeled dance desserts in the kitchen no
later than Friday, February 16th. Thank you
to all who contribute to this event. For
more information, feel free to contact
Kristen Schartz.

Last day to buy tickets is Wednesday, Feb. 7!

Care Ministry

Care Ministry is seeing many changes taking place not only
with our pastor and his family but with our church family as
well. This is an opportunity to heed the Lord’s calling to us all
to love and visit one another (John 13:34-45; Matt. 25).
Our list of homebound is expanding with Alice Bellior, Lorna
Holcomb (Karen Skarlatos' mother), Ken Hand, Don Kitzmann, and
Ron Meyers. Amy Dixon remains at Umpqua Rehab, Bette Hand is
at Brookdale, and Margie Derr and Esther Johnson are at foster
homes. These individuals continue to enjoy your visits, notes and phone calls. Thank you
for reaching out with the love of Christ.
Thank you for holding up the following individuals with prayer as they deal with
various concerns. They include Beverly Kiepert, Becky O'Neill, Danny Cossey, Gene
Kemp, Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, June Zehe, Kyle Crane, Libby and Marv Mizell, Lorraine
Russell, Marylou Carroll, Margaret Hinchman, Patty Sulffridge, Sara Kingston, Sandra White
and Susan Skeen.
Your continued faithfulness as you reach out to those around you is so appreciated.
May the Lord continue to watch over and guide you in all that you do.
- Lynn Mathweg
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Stephen Ministry
Kenneth C. Haughk is a Lutheran
Pastor, clinical psychologist, author,
and founder of Stephen Ministry. Rev.
Haughk, Ph.D. has devoted his life to
caring for others and equipping
others to care. After his wife, Joan,
died of ovarian cancer his work took
on deeper significance. In the book CANCER, Now What?, he shares from the heart,
drawing from his personal and professional experience and from the insights of many
others.
We have given out this informative and insightful book to several people inside and out
of our congregation before and after tragedy has struck and it has and it is being wellreceived and appreciated. Along with the book are several informative and caring
series of pamphlets called “Journeying Through Grief”, that are sent out in a timely
manner after a loved one is lost. Please see or call Joyce Kuether for a more detailed
description and or information about this wonderful Christ-centered ministry.
Phone # 541-315-2756

Thrivent
THRIVENT MEMBERS!
Please check your account status to see if you have any
remaining "Choice Dollars" to direct to your
favorite ministry. If you do not direct them by
March 2018, they will be lost.
You can direct them to St. Paul Lutheran
Church and School in two ways. To the School,
where those dollars assist families with Tuition
Assistance, or consider directing them to the
Church, where they will be used to improve access
between Fremont property and Fellowship Hall. Our congregation is one of so many worthy
ministries to help in this way.
Hope you are also taking advantage of all the Action Team Dollars available to each
of you. The Christmas Caroling event was funded by Thrivent! Action Teams bring people
together for service, fun, food and fellowship.
If you need assistance in directing your "Choice Dollars" or help applying for an
"Action Team Grant", please contact me for assistance. - Fran Mueller
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2018
Present: David Weir, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat, Phil Hu
Next meeting: February 8, 2018, 6:15 PM
Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the St. Paul’s Elders at 6:30 PM on
January 11, 2018 at St. Paul’s Library.
Prayer
Pastor Andrew opened up the meeting with prayer asking for the presence of the Holy Spirit to
guide all decisions.
Open Issues
a. Foundations. Pastor Andrew asked what the foundations were that have been built here in the
past 8.5 years. The Elders responded with: 1) Church Government 2) Biblical Preaching 3)
Contemporary Worship 4) Empowering Leadership 5) Growth Groups 6) Missional Church.
Pastor Andrew encouraged Phil to have a monthly get together with Ryan Felker for prayer and
touching base so that Ryan is linked to the Elders strongly.
b. Interim. Pastor Andrew asked: What would make a good interim? The Elders responded with:
1) Church members having ownership of the church’s mission and the call process 2) Good
communication by the Elders with the congregation 3) No major changes that rock the boat
during an interim prior to the next pastor coming.
c. Pastor Andrew shared feedback he had received from church members regarding his call. The
Elders all felt pretty encouraged by the positivity of our church at the present time.
d. Power of Relationships. Pastor Andrew made a huge point of emphasis that everyone works
even harder on peaceful relationships during the interim. All the Elders agreed that this should
be a priority.
e. The Elders decided to increase Duane Meissner’s monthly support to $400/month.
f. Additional giving would be: $588.20 District. $300 Mathea Wooton as she seeks to go on a
mission trip to Bulgaria.
g. Phil closed the meeting with prayer.
Adjournment
Pastor Andrew Farhat adjourned the meeting at 9:00 PM.
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Lutheran Women in Mission
My, the year of 2018 has started off with a bang! We stepped right into planning
for our 3rd annual “Bunco Tea” which was a rousing success. Forty-nine women
attended from our church family, school, and friends from the community, which
included 8 younger girls, 7-15 years old. Delightful auction items were offered, in
addition to fun door prizes to choose from. Ladies enjoyed a “refreshment break”
following several rounds of Bunco. Much excitement and thrills were experienced during
the “action.” Consensus was “can’t we do this again this year?” Thank you everyone
who participated. We received 106 pair of ladies socks and 3 infant socks. Just under
$600 was received from ticket & auction basket sales which will go for missions.
Our upcoming meeting will be on Thursday, February 1. We will be making plans for
hosting the Oregon District LWML Executive Committee and Board of Directors on
February 10 here in our Fellowship Hall. We’ll close out that meeting just in time to head
for UCC and the annual School Auction & Dinner. Have you purchased your ticket yet?
How about your tickets for the Father/Daughter Dance? That takes place on February
17. Lots of activities to participate in and “Serve the Lord With Gladness.”

- Barbara Campbell, President

Bunc Tea
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CHinRIS
T
Belize
duane.meissner@lcmsintl.org

www.facebook.com/christinbelize

DECEMBER 2017

¡Feliz Navidad!
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www.christinbelize.com

PRAY

CHRIST
PROMOTE

On a mission to plant the first Lutheran Churches in Belize

Want to help fly a
missionary back onto
the field after
Christmas? Our
tickets are $131 each,
and we bought 5 of
them. Contact us at

in Belize

duane.meissner@lcmsintl.org

Pastor Duane Meissner
if you’re interested in
providing one.

MY SUPPORT OF THE LCMS THROUGH THE WORK OF:

“HERE AM I... SEND ME!”

Rev. Duane and Elizabeth Meissner

State:

ZIP:

Give securely online at lcms.org/meissner or fill out the form below:
Name:
City:

Email:

Address:
Phone:

TYPE OF GIFT:

A monthly recurring gift of $______________ for the duration of Duane and Elizabeth’s
service. (Please choose a payment method below.)

quarterly

semi-annually

annually

A per-year pledge commitment of $___________ to be fulfilled:
monthly

A special gift of $______________

I/WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE MY/OUR GIFTS BY:

Check — Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
Write Meissner-Belize Support on memo line.

Automatic Withdrawal — Please include a VOIDED ORIGINAL CHECK.

Signature:

Security Code:

Exp. Date (mm/yy):

/

I/we hereby authorize The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod to initiate automatic debits to
my/our account at the financial institution named below. I/we acknowledge that the origination
of direct debit (ACH) transactions to my/our account must comply with the provisions of U.S.
law. This agreement will remain in effect until The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod receives a
written notice of cancellation from me or my financial institution.
Financial Institution:
Credit/debit card
Card Number:
Type:
Name on Card:

MAIL TO: The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod • P.O. Box 66861 • St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

QUESTIONS? Call 888-930-4438 or send an email to mission.giving@lcms.org.

Acct # A10898-69411

Gifts received for LCMS international workers are deposited in an account restricted for the support of eligible international workers. Any gifts
received in excess of a worker’s requirement for a given year are held for that worker until needed. Should a worker’s service conclude for any
reason, the funds remaining in the restricted account will be transferred to one or more eligible LCMS international workers who most closely fulfill
the restrictions of the original gift. With documented donor permission, a restricted gift can also be utilized to support international work budgeted
by the LCMS. Your gift is tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
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