
[1]

ROMANS WAS WRITTEN FOR US

If we are married to the Law, we are in a bad marriage.  The law is demanding, shows us our 
sins, produces guilt, and unhealthy fear.  Paul says: “Likewise, my brothers, you also have 
died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who 

has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit 
for God” (Romans 7:4).  So, what is it that causes us to bear 
fruit? It is when the unfathomable, unconditional, sheer grace 
comes to us sinners and we have union with Jesus!  When we 
realize that we belong to Jesus, the one who loved us and 
gave himself up for us, His love is transforming.  Our God 
declares us righteous (Romans 3:24-28), forgives us our sins 
(Romans 4:6-7), and pours out His Spirit upon us (Romans 5:5)!
 
Paul says that we are spiritually resurrected to live a new life 

(Romans 6:3-4).  And when this new life manifests itself we become 
slaves to righteousness (Romans 6:5-14). Certainly, we struggle to be slaves to 

righteousness (Romans 7:14-25), but we receive the Holy Spirit to help us (Romans 8:1-27).  

This spiritual reality and gospel relationship leads us to say no to selfishness, convenience, 
and apathy. Those are all things of the “flesh.”  The Spirit leads us to have life and vitality and 
serve the Lord!  

God’s purpose for our church is for us to gather regularly for biblical preaching and the 
sacrament and to grow in growth groups so we are experiencing life with other believers 
and welcoming new believers into our community.  We also are to build relationships with 
believers so that we have opportunity to raise up leaders.  We are all called to care for the 
sick, participate in serving the Lord, and reach out with the gospel with our words and deeds 
in the context of relationships.  May the Spirit help us!  Paul says: “those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit” (Romans 8:5).  

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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The Gospel Class class 
is an opportunity to 
learn in depth about 
St. Paul, the major 
teachings of the 
Christian faith, and what it means to be a member, and is a 
great way to get more connected to our church.  The Gospel 
Class begins about 15 minutes after the end of the 10:30 am 
Sunday Church Service.  You can sign up outside of the church 

office or email churchoffice@stpaulrosebur.org. Childcare is available.

Dates

Gospel Class

Saturday, February 4 - Memorial Service for Jeremy Kuester - 11:00 am

Sunday, February 5 - Gospel Class Begins - 15 minutes after the end of the 10:30 service

Saturday, February 18 - Lights, Camera, Auction! - St. Paul School's 2nd Annual Auction 
at the Southern Oregon Wine Institute at Umpqua Community College - 5:30-8:30 pm - 
Tickets are $40 and are available in the Church & School Office.  Please make ticket 
requests by February 11. 

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm

• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

God’s Work at St. Paul

We praise God for the 
new members He brought us 
this winter: Johnny Weight, 

Patricia Sulffridge, 
& Tim Wilson and their 

families.
We also praise God for 

the baptism of 
Johnny Weight on 
December 18, 2016.

mailto:churchoffice@stpaulrosebur.org
mailto:churchoffice@stpaulrosebur.org
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God’s Work at St. Paul

YARD CLEAN UP! 
In the spring this 
missional 
community provided 
a yard clean-up 
day for a woman in 
need in Winston. 
About 15 adults & 
teens came to 
spruce up the yard 
with landscaping, 
weed pulling, 

We are so thankful for God’s work in our church 
through LWML - Lutheran Women In Mission!

WHAT IS LWML?   LOVE (Love Others, Value Everybody).

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) is a mission 
arm of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  It consists of 
a national organization, broken up into Districts of which 

we are part of the 
Oregon District 
consisting of all of Oregon and southern Washington.  The Districts 
are then sectioned off into divisions known as Zones.  St. Paul 
LWML is a part of the Myrtlewood Zone encompassing Douglas & 
Coos Counties’ LCMS Lutheran Churches.

Our motto is “Serve the Lord with Gladness,” our colors are purple 
and gold, and our mission is to reach out to those who do not 
know the love of Jesus locally, nationally, and internationally.   
Each woman member of an LCMS congregation is considered a 
“soul” member of LWML.   
We are women bound 

together by our love for our Lord and His call to mission.

Locally our “society” strives to carry out God’s command to 
“serve one another” and “go and tell”.   Our love for missions 
unites us in one purpose which is accomplished by supporting 
projects within our church and in our local community and 
contributing to missions through our “mites” on a district, 
national, and international level.  We meet once a month 
September through May on the first Thursday of the month at 
noon.  We invite every woman of our congregation to attend 
our meeting - you may bring your lunch if you like.  We try to 

hold our meeting 
to approximately an hour.   

Ladies, come visit us and see what we are all about.  See 
what projects we may be considering that you may wish to 
be involved with.  You do not have to take part in all that 
we may do but you can pick and choose what excites you 
and speaks to your heart.  We support our Quilters, Altar 
Guild, Large Print Mission (Good News About Jesus), St. Paul 
School, Children’s Church through our general offering, and 
missions throughout the world through our offerings.  We 
help with many other activities throughout the year which 

serve our church and school.  Come visit and see how you might join us in “serving the Lord with 
gladness.”

In His love, for St. Paul Lutheran LWML,   

Barbara Campbell, President

Pictures from LWML’s Christmas Tea at 
the Painted Lady in December
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2017
Present: David Weir, Phil Hu, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat
Next meeting: December 8, 2016, 6:15 PM, Library of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Call to order
Pastor Andrew called to order the regular meeting of the Elders at 6:20 PM on January 12, 2017, at 
the Timothy House.

Open issues
a. Prayer: Pastor Andrew opened up the meeting with prayer and asking the Holy Spirit to guide them 

with all their thoughts and decision making.  
b. Pastor Andrew opened up by giving thanks for the baptism of Johnny Weight on December 18th.  

He was thankful for his salvation.  Pastor Andrew is also leading the Youth Group every Wednesday 
night.  He shared that he is apprenticing Johnny for that role at some future date after Johnny 
matures and grows in knowledge.  Our mission is strongest when leaders are empowered and 
multiplied (Eph. 4:11-13).

c. The Elders decided to give $669 of additional giving to Lutheran Missionary to Puerto Rico, 
Matthew Ruesch.  

d. Pastor Andrew desires to re-visit and strengthen the following ministries: worship, serving 
(especially on Sundays), care ministry, evangelism, events (such as VBS, the picnic, etc.), growth 
groups, and leadership development.  The Elders all agreed to meet on the 4th Thursday of each 
month to evaluate and discuss these issues.  After the vision for each of these ministries is 
strengthened the Elders plan to provide biblical teaching and build consensus with the congregation 
regarding these ministries. 

e. The Elders closed by all praying to the Lord one by one, presenting their requests to God. 

Adjournment
Pastor Andrew adjourned the meeting at 10:00 PM.
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 Care Ministry has been involved in a 
number of activities remembering our homebound.  
Twenty-five carolers divided into two group and 
brought music and goodies to our shut ins.  Cards 
were sent to let fellow Christians know that they 
were remembered during the holidays.  Now 
Valentine's is just around the corner and presents us 
with a great opportunity to remember those in 
need.  At home we find Pat Churchill, Margie Derr, 
Joyce Kuether, Sandra White, and Betty and Don 
Kitzmann.  Bette Hand is at Brookdale while Carol 
Anderson 
is at Curry 

Manor.  
Esther Johnson resides at a foster home. 
     Besides our homebound we have a number of 
members and friends that continue to need prayers 
on their behalf.  They include Beverly Kiepert, Gene 
Kemp, Howard Henderlong, Jan Mai, Janice 
Mattos, Joyce Kuether, June Zehe, the Kuester 
Family, Libby Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Sandra White, 
and Sara Kingston.
     Our hearts and prayers go out to Vicky and 
Harlan Kuester and family  with the passing of their 
grandson, Jeremy.  We at St. Paul have watched Jeremy grown and struggle with his heart 
condition.  We have covered him with prayers as he awaited for a heart transplant and then 
suffer with cancer.  We now have the privilege to know that he rests with Christ.  What joy that 
gives us!!!!
- Lynn Mathweg, Director

Care Ministry

Stewardship

I’m sitting at my computer thinking about the new year coming up on us as well as 
this special day, December 7, 1941.  I was only five years old then, but the way my folks 
were talking I knew something awful had happened to our country.

After that day I had bits of memory about the ensuing war, but I was lucky my folks 
and teachers were able to help me process what was going on.  In a way they were using 
the voice, a gift from God, to help me better understand the news of the day.

God has given all of us many gifts as ways for us to communicate with 
each other.  But over the many eons the best way to teach each other 
about our faith is talk.  This gift is one of the many ways we are to use to tell 
our family and friends about Jesus as He commanded us in Matthew 28.

Happy New Year and don’t forget about our stewardship obligation!
- Jack Schulze
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St. Paul School
Last week our school celebrated National Lutheran Schools Week, which provides the network 
of nearly 2,300 Lutheran preschools, elementary schools, and high schools with the public 
opportunity to proclaim and celebrate God’s work among 
us in Lutheran schools!

The parents of our students are so thankful for our school.  
Here is what a few of them had to say:
• My son is getting ready to start his fifth year at St. Paul and 

there is no other school I would want him to attend. This is 
an exceptional school with an incredible staff. My son is 
advancing every day while also building a relationship with 

God at the same 
time.
•St. Paul 
Lutheran School 
has provided a 
stable, loving, 
and Christ-
centered environment for my son....The principal and 
support staff have been excellent and really go out of 
their way to ensure that all my son’s needs are met. 
They also have worked with me so that I can stay 
closely involved in my son’s development....So thankful 
for everyone at St Paul! 

• We have been incredibly blessed to have both of our children attend St. Paul Lutheran School. We 
have found St. Paul to be a very nurturing, caring, welcoming and safe environment where 
students blossom. Teachers, administrators and all other personnel affiliated with the school have 
established a learning environment based on 
spirituality, family, and community. A student 
leaves St. Paul both academically and spiritually 
prepared for assimilation into higher education.  

• This is a wonderful school with patient, kind, 
loving staff that is completely dedicated to 
helping your child excel.  

• We love this school! We can not say enough 
good things about the teachers and incredible 
staff at St. Paul. Our children thrive there! They 
love going to school and we feel so blessed 
that they are in such a wonderful environment.

• St. Paul has been a blessing in our lives….With 
the help of St. Paul we have watched our 
children grow with confidence, respect, and a love for academics. They come home excited to 
learn in a positive and safe environment.  St. Paul has been a great investment for our family.  They 
supports us as parents to teach our kids about the love of God. Our world is full of people and 
values that are eager to teach our children otherwise. St. Paul has helped build a Christian 
foundation for our children. They will take this with them for the rest of their lives. They will also invest  
in future generations.

Crazy Hair Day - Pre-K

Pajama Day - 1st & 2nd Grade

Wildlife Safari Visit
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Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, 

 Thank you so very, very much for the wonderful love 

you continue to bestow upon our Casa de Belen residents 

each Christmas. This year was nothing less than fantastic, 

and as usual, you all went above and beyond to ensure that 

each of our residents got exactly what was on their wish 

lists. “Santa” really spoiled our residents this holiday season! 

 I am so blessed to be able to witness the absolute joy 

your gifts bring to the people that live here. Often times they 

are brought to tears when opening their gifts, because they 

understand that someone, a stranger to them, took such 

deliberate care to pick out the perfect gift for them. Know-

ing that there are people out there that love and support 

them is a gift in itself. Thank you for invoking the true spirit 

of Christmas for the people in our care. 

 May all of you have a blessed 2017 and may the year 

bring you the joy and happiness your kindness brought to us! 

Love and Gratitude, 

Penny McCue and the Casa de Belen Family 



[8]

�0�#�/+55+10�61�2.#06�6*'�(+456�
�76*'4#0��*74%*'5�+0��'.+<'

!!!�������������"�����

��
��������

- Rev. Duane Meissn!
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Happy 2017!

Image by Eric Lundsford, via Lutheran's Engage Magazine 

Image by Eric Lundsford, via Lutheran's Engage Magazine 

 
The article about the Belize 

mission is in the current 
issue of Lutheran's Engage!

CHECK IT OUT!! 

(830) 515-5297 Cell 
duanepaulmeissner@LCMSINTL.org 

www.christinbelize.com
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Mail to:�
LCMS 

PO BOX 66861 
St. Louis, MO 
63166-6861
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T o make a donation by mail 
simply make the check payable 
to the LCMS and, in the memo 

line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”
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http://engage.lcms.org/planting-
churches-in-belize-winter-2017/


