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What are you Celebrating?
    If an outsider were to view the United States of America during this season what 
would they think our country was celebrating?  Americans add an average of $986 of 
consumer debt totaling more than $465 billion, and half of our country celebrates the 
holiday as a cultural holiday not a spiritual one.  I’m not sure the average outsider 
would know that the reason for the season was the celebration of the birth of the 
Messiah Savior named Jesus.
    What about if an outsider were to observe you?  What would they think was central 
to your celebration?  Children? Giving presents? Accumulating material possessions? 
Or, would they hear the Name of Jesus?
    How will Jesus be central to your family this month and when you gather together?  
What makes us set apart, as God’s holy people?  Will you sing to Jesus? Read a 
passage of Scripture?  It’s up to you how you would like to celebrate.  Let’s get 
creative! It all leads up to Christmas Eve when we will read this: “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  For unto you is born 
this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord.  
And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and 
lying in a 
manger” (Luke 
2:10-12).
    I love you all and 
have a grace filled, 
joyful celebration!

Pastor Andrew Farhat
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Dates

December 7 - Christmas Family Chapel - 
8:50 am - Celebrate Advent with our school 
children!  There will be a special Christmas 
message from Pastor Andrew and singing of 
Christmas Songs!  Refreshments provided.
December 13 - St. Paul School Christmas 
Program - 6:30 pm - Jacoby Auditorium @ 
Umpqua Community College
December 17, 24, & 31 - No Confirmation 

Classes

December 17 - Christmas Caroling to Shut-Ins - after the 10:30 service

December 24 - Christmas Eve - Services at 8:30 am & 6:00 pm

December 25 - Christmas Day - Service at 9:30 am 

December 25 - January 1 - Office, School, & Child Care Closed

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm

• Elders - 3rd Thursday | 6:15pm
• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

No Strings Children’s 
Things...

...will be having its !rst giveaway event, which 
will include supplying children's items for 

families in need as well as snacks and crafts 
for kids, on December 10, at Alexanders Greek 
Cuisine.  We are greatly in need of new or gently 
used items for this event, particularly baby and 

children's clothing and diapers of all sizes.  
Donations can be placed in the labeled box in 

the !reside room. 

Through this event, we hope to show Christ’s 
mercy to those in need of His love and comfort.
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Caroling

We will be Christmas Caroling to members of our 
congregation that are not able to attend our services 

due to health issues on December 17, after the 10:30 
service.  Lunch will be provided afterwards and a 
sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board outside 
the sanctuary.  It is a fun time of bringing God’s 

love and cheer to many!

God’s Work at St. Paul

We praise Jesus for welcoming Nicole and Sean into his Kingdom 
through baptism on November 26, 2017.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

November 16, 2017
Present: David Weir, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat, Phil Hu
Next meeting: December 14, 2017, 6:30 PM

Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the St. Paul Lutheran Church and 
School at 6:15 pm on November 16, 2017 at the library of St. Paul’s campus.

Roll Call
All Elders were in attendance.

Open Issues
a. Casey and Adam DeGroot and Skyler and Michelle Meyer are planning to attend a mission trip 

in India the summer of 2018.  They requested the ability to communicate with the congregation 
what they are doing and request prayer and financial support.  The Elders unanimously 
approved the idea but they wanted a more specific timeline of actual dates they want to speak 
to the congregation and a specific amount of money they wanted to raise.

b. Pastor Andrew recommended that additional giving go to Evergreen Lutheran Church and 
School in inner city Detroit. The Elders granted: $1140. 

Adjournment
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Property

Oregon deposit bottles and cans: As part of our recycling policy, 
we have opened up a Church account with Oregon Bottle Drop. 
Containers for bottle and can recycling are located in the hallway 
right pass the member boxes. People who would like to deposit 
their own bottles and cans into the Church account may do so by 
picking up a green bag(s) from Elaine Warren or Valerie in the 
Church office. The bags have our account number already affixed 
to the bag and can be dropped off at our Bottle Drop Center. If 
there is an expressed interest, we may set one day a month for 
people to bring their bottles and cans to the church for bagging.

Once we determine how much money we can realistically expect 
to generate, we will establish a goal for spending the money. At the present time 
we have $3.40 in our account.

Please address questions or suggestions to Elaine Warren 541-580-0303, 
elewarren@hotmail.com.  - Elaine Warren

Care Ministry

 Advent is here and the much anticipated birth of Christ will be 
remembered and celebrated as God gave and continues to give  us the 
greatest gift of all.....His Son!!  We are indeed greatly blessed! 
     We have a wonderful opportunity to share this joy with our 
homebound or those in need of special prayers. We also need to 

remember the families of Carol Anderson and Doris Perske as they 
will be absent from our sight but will remain in our hearts.
     Our homebound include Karen Skarlatos' mother, Don 

Kitzmann, David Skeen, and Margie Derr.  Ken Hand is now at 
Umpqua Rehab and his wife, Bette, is at Brookdale.  In addition, 
the following individuals would appreciate your prayers for 

healing.  They include: Amy Dixon, Barb Campbell, Beverly 
Kiepert, Gene Kemp, Jan Mai, Janice Mattos, Joyce Kuether, June 
Zehe, Kyle Crane, Libby and Marv Mizell, Marylou Carroll, Patty 

Sulfridge, Ron and Norma Meyer, Sandra White, and Sara Kingston.
     As you are send out your Christmas cards and good wishes to friends and 

family, please remember those homebound or in need of prayer and 
encouragement.  God can and does use you to bring joy to others.   Merry Christmas!!       
- Lynn Mathweg

mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
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Lutheran Women in Mission
     A Blessed Advent to all!!  In this season leading up to 
Christmas, we take time to contemplate the “Reason for the 
Season” and celebrate His coming to earth as a babe in human 
form.
        LWML invites all women of the congregation to join us on 

December 7 at noon (our regular meeting time) for a Christmas tea 
and “baby shower”.  All ladies are invited to come, bring a sample of your favorite 
Christmas cookie and bring a “gift” for children: Clothes for ages 0 -12 and diapers of all 
sizes to help support the “No Strings Children’s Things” ministry of our Young Adult Growth 
Groups.
    We have started collecting Cookie Tins approximately 7-8 in. in size.  Bring them by 
December 10.  Also, we are seeking cookies to fill the tins.  We’d appreciate several 

dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies (not too 
soft, please).  We will be filling the tins starting at 
9:30 am on Tuesday, December 12.   Filled tins will 
be sold at the Children’s Christmas Program at 
UCC on Wednesday, December 13.
    We invite the congregation to join us on 

December 17, when we go caroling after our 2nd 
service.  We will take a basket of “goodies” to our shut-ins then 
gather together for pizza following.  A Thrivent Action Team will 
help defray expenses with the amount left over going to help 
purchase winter clothing for the homeless.  This is always a delightful event of the season, 
so please plan to join us.
      AND don’t forget to pick up your Christmas Wreath in the narthex, if you haven’t 
done so already.  God bless you as you celebrate the season of our Savior’s Birth.

            - Barbara Campbell, President

Veteran Da Parade!
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Greetings from Belize!
�#)*,-�+���#)'3#

Before arriving in Belize I was told that my first year on the ground would be a huge learning process. I was 
told that I likely wouldn’t be living in the same house my second year. I was told that some of my attempts at 
starting Bible Studies and worship services would be a success and that some would be complete flops. I 
was told that some of my new relationships would last, while others would fade away. And I was told that, as 
a result, there would probably be times at the front end of my missionary career when I’d feel like I hadn’t 
really accomplished a whole lot. All this has been true for me. While discouraging at times I’ve continually 
reminded myself that this has all been very normal. It is normal especially when developing a mission 
designed to last for the long-haul, rather than one in danger of fizzling out after a decade or two like so many 
of them do. I do not pretend to be an expert now, or to have all the answers, but I have indeed learned a lot 
over the past year about Belize, about her people, about myself and my family, and about mission work in 
general. And with that knowledge we are moving forward with optimism.

The Belize mission partners and I have just decided to expand our focus into other areas of the country. Most 
notably, we’ve decided to relocate our two missionary families to the center of the country and capital city of 
Belmopan. We will use this as a mission hub where missionary families, living in close proximity, will be able 
to draw upon one another for support. This new location will also give us greater access to resources such 
as government offices, the U.S. embassy, better quality education for missionary children, the International 
Airport, and various professional health services. Also helpful will be the cost of living being a fraction of the 
cost. From this hub, like spokes on a wheel, we missionaries will go out into other areas of the country to 
plant churches, show mercy, and preach the Gospel. One of those spokes will continue to take us out to the 
village of Seine Bight where I’ve been doing almost all my work to date. While I will mourn not being able to 
enjoy a daily presence in this village I’ve grown to love, I have always known that would be short-lived. There 
are many villages and towns in Belize that need to hear the Gospel, and I am certainly capable of bringing it 
to more than one at a time. The time to expand is now. !,+0'+1#"�,+�0&#� �!(���
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LCMS 
PO Box 66861 

St. Louis, MO 63166
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You can make donations by mail! Simply make the 
check payable to the LCMS or Mission Central and, 

in the memo line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”
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or

Mission Wishlist!
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- Pastor Duane Meissner

 the capitol of 
Belize, was 

established in 1962 
after Hurricane 

Hattie destroyted 
their former 

capitol, BElize 
City. The 

population of 
Belmopan proper 

(an estimated 
20,000 people in 

2009) is of various 
ethnicities, 

including Kriols, 
Garifuna, Mestizo, 
Maya, and recent 
immigrants from 

China.

BELMOPAN,


