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 Giving thanks for the work of God in the people of God is done throughout the Bible.  
Sometimes it is to express honor.  In modern times, Christians have called these “praise 
reports.”  I am feeling compelled to give thanks to God for the following evidences of 
grace: Children from our school community getting baptized into the Name of Jesus, 
children from our church community getting baptized into the Name of Jesus, a couple 
experiencing forgiveness in their marriage, a man coming to know the Lord in his old age, 

members leading others to Christ and baptism and the 
church, babies being born, people growing in their 
knowledge of Scripture, and an unbelieving husband 
becoming a born again disciple of Jesus.  I am thankful that 
our growth groups continue to be a place for spiritual growth 
and experiencing life with believers.  I am also thrilled to see 
four discipleship groups and four new discipleship group 
leaders in our church. (Discipleship groups meet for 
understanding and reading the Bible, Scripture memorization, 
biblical application through journaling, and spiritual 
accountability.)  
 I am also thankful to God for the following 

organizational growth: there are new leaders in our administration such as Sara Young 
(School Ministry Team Chairman), Jon Martz (School Ministry Team Member), Elaine Warren 
(Property Manager), and Sherry Cooley (Treasurer).  By God’s grace, we have had seven 
straight years of budget surpluses.  The budget surpluses are a clear reminder to all that 
when we seek His Kingdom as a church He provides for us financially as a church.  Ryan 
Felker has done a tremendous job leading the Praise Band and our contemporary service 
continues to be an attractional service where people are coming to know the Lord and 
worshipping Him in spirit and truth.  Ruth Galster continues to provide excellence in the 
music at the traditional service.  Principal Kyle Crane continues to do a tremendous job 
building strong relationships with parents in our community... (continued on next page)
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St. Paul at the Veterans Day Parade

With new and winsome church and school websites, winsome advertising via Facebook, 
and most of all, strong relationships, our school enrollment is up by 20% and we are one 
of the fastest growing schools in the district.  And last but not least, I am honored to serve 
on a Board of Elders who are biblically qualified, knowledgeable in Scripture, filled with 
wisdom, and are not afraid to tell me “no.”  They are a joy to work with and our church is 
in very capable hands.  
 The word that the LORD has laid on my heart lately for our church is “love.” We are 
called to love each other and be together.  I was thankful to see a great turnout at the 
Reformation Day Brunch with representation across the membership of our church and 
200 people who were in worship.  I’m thankful for the focus of the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League and was happy to hear that two younger women attended the last 
meeting. 
 God is good!  I love you all tremendously and “I always thank my God for 
you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus” (1 Corinthians 1:4).  
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We have so much to be thankful for at St. Paul School.  We are coming into Thanksgiving 
and Christmas and we are very blessed to have such great families.  We have a strong 
PTO team and are getting excited about another auction coming in February.  The kids 
are preparing for the Christmas Program and we are very excited about the Program.  

Our kids are learning about Jesus every day which we are so thankful for.  We have 
great teachers and I get to witness great interactions with the teachers and students 

daily.  I am very excited about where our school is going in 2017. 

Dates

Thursday, December 8 - 8:50 am - Our second of two Christmas Family Chapel 
services. A light snack will be provided.  

Thursday, December 15 - St. Paul School Christmas Program at Umpqua Community 
College, 6:30 pm

Saturday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 6:00 pm

Sunday, December 25 - Christmas Day Service, 10:00 am

• Business Management Team - 3rd Wednesday | 12:00pm
• Elders - 2nd Thursday | 6:15pm

• School Ministry Team - 2nd Sunday | 9:00am

School

3rd-5th Grade at the Eugene 
Symphony

1st & 2nd Grade Thanksgiving Feast

- Principal 
Kyle Crane
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God’s Work at St. Paul

YARD CLEAN UP! 
In the spring this 
missional 
community provided 
a yard clean-up 
day for a woman in 
need in Winston. 
About 15 adults & 
teens came to 
spruce up the yard 
with landscaping, 
weed pulling, 
gardening, and 
power-washing. 

Ruth O’Neill has done a fantastic job starting up and 
managing St. Paul’s bookstore.  I recently asked her if 
she would share with us her testimony of how she came 
to faith in Jesus and how He is working in her today.  
Here is what she had to say:

 I was born into a Christian family.  My parents 
were youth leaders and my dad served as a lay pastor.  
God was the core of my family.  From my earliest 
memories I was in church sitting between my parents.  It 
wasn't until I was a teenager that I started seeking 
something deeper.  I was seventeen when I heard Jesus 
calling for me and I turned my life over to Him.
   God lead me to St. Paul and I was filled with joy.  I was working with the youth.  My 
daughter was born and baptized at St. Paul and then St. Paul  opened the school and Ashley 
enrolled in the school.  She's twenty-seven now and still talks about her time at St. Paul Lutheran 
School and all her happy memories. 
 So many people know me as a Walmart Manager but that wasn't the plan I had for 
myself.  I have a degrees in Marriage and Family, Family Social Work, and Social Psychology 
and was working as a child therapist.  I took a part-time job as a cashier to pay for my PhD 
program.  That's when God showed me He had a plan for my life.  My husband decided to 
leave St. Paul and attend elsewhere.  In order to salvage my marriage, I left St. Paul.  
Unfortunately, beyond my control, my marriage ended.  Then mental health funding cuts 
knocked at my door and my job as a child therapist was cut.  There I was, a single mom with 
only a part-time cashier job.  So I looked to Walmart, hoping for more hours.  But God had a 
plan for me.  My manager looked at me and offered me a full-time front end manager’s 
job. God didn't stop there.  I continued to advance up in the company.
 Jesus slowly took second place in my life as I advanced in my career.  I worked long, 
hard hours on concrete floors and again God had a plan for me.  The concrete floors 
damaged my legs.  I look down at my legs and I see where God reached out and saved me.  
He slowed me down so I could turn back to Him and make Him first in my life again.  I started 
searching for a new church home where the Grace of Jesus was always taught.  Every time I 
searched the internet, I'd see St. Paul. So I checked out the website.  I listened to Pastor 
Andrew's sermon.  Then I Iistened to another and another.  Then I heard Jesus telling me I 
needed to go home to St. Paul.  He always has a plan for me.   I am surrounded by my St. Paul 
family again and nourished by their fellowship.  He has given me a new job taking care of the 
bookstore and my heart is filled with joy.  If I can share one thing, it would be that sometimes 
Jesus whispers and we need to turn the noise of the world down and listen for Him and He will 
always fill our hearts with joy when we answer his call to serve.
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Board of Elders
Meeting Minutes

November 10, 2016
Present: David Weir, Phil Hu, Cory Fitzsimmons, Andrew Farhat
Next meeting: December 8, 2016, 6:15 PM, Library of St. Paul Lutheran Church & School

Call to order
Pastor Andrew Farhat called to order the regular meeting of the St. Paul Lutheran Church and School 
at 6:15 PM on November 10, 2016 at St. Paul’s Library.

Roll call
The following persons were present: Pastor Andrew Farhat, Chairman Phil Hu, Secretary Cory 
Fitzsimmons, and David Weir

Open issues
 a. Marriage Policy: Pastor Andrew and Dave Weir presented to the Elders a final 
comprehensive marriage policy.  We agreed that marriage is not gospel, it is law.  Therefore, we must 
follow God’s law revealed in His Word regarding marriage.  Therefore, the policy rejects 
homosexuality, polygamy, transgender unions, and unbiblical divorce and remarriage.  It does give 
biblical provisions for cohabitating couples to get their lives in submission to God’s design.  The Elders 
unanimously agreed with the policy theologically.  Phil Hu recommended that it be looked over by an 
attorney to make sure it is defensible.  
 b. Sabbatical Designated Fund: Some members have begun to give to a fund called: 
Sabbatical Fund.  The Elders unanimously approved that fund. 
 c. Tithe: The Elders decided to give their additional giving of $925 to Evergreen Lutheran 
School’s Annual Christmas Benefit.  Evergreen Lutheran School is a Lutheran School in the inner city 
of Detroit, MI.  

Adjournment
Pastor Andrew Farhat adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM.
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 Christmas will soon be here.  It's that wonderful time of the year to celebrate our 
Savior's birth, sharing the Good News with family and friends including our homebound 
and those in need of prayers.  It was wonderful seeing Joyce Kuether and Esther Johnson 
once again worshipping with us.  Joyce however is back home recovering from surgery.
 At home we have Pat Churchill, Margie Derr, and Don and Betty Kitzmann.  Bette 
Hand remains at Brookdale and Carol Anderson at Curry Manor. 
     We have a number of individuals and families that we need to continue to hold up in 
prayer.  They include Joyce Kuether and family, Jeremy Kuester and family, Libby 
Mizell, Gene Kemp, Sara Kingston, June Zehe, Leon Hambrick, Tom Murray, 
Janice Mattos, Mary Lou Caroll, Beverly Kiepert, Howard Henderlong, Amy 
Dixon, Norma Meyers, and Margie Derr and her son Mark Murphy.  If you know  
of others that have not been listed please contact the office.
     All addresses for our homebound can be found either in your directory 
or by calling the church office. During this busy time of the year, our 
members in need would love hearing from you.  Blessings to each of 
you not only for today but for all of the days, weeks, and years to come.

- Lynn Mathweg, Director

Lutheran Women in Mission

 ‘Tis the season of Advent and our LWML ladies will be participating in 
the Advent services by providing refreshments before and after the 8:50 am 
services.   We will have pastries/muffins, fruit, juice, coffee, & tea ready at 
8:30 as parents come to bring their children to school and wait for the 

Advent services to begin both on November 30 and December 8.  Plan to 
join us for these special Chapel events.

On December 9, we will be going to the “Painted Lady” for our annual Christmas Tea.   
If you have not yet RSVP’d to Lynn Mathweg, do so ASAP, as she has to have our 
reservations in by December 1.   Tickets for the Princess Tea are $20.  We plan to gather 
at the church on that Friday at 10:30 am and make our way to Myrtle Creek.  If you’d like 
to carpool with us, join us then.  We will not hold our monthly meeting 
on December 1.

On December 18, we invite the congregation to join us as we go 
“a-caroling” to our homebound members.  A grand time was had by 
all who participated last year, and we look forward to an equally good 
time this year.   Following the caroling, we will gather for pizza at one 
of our local pizza houses or back at the church.

God bless your Christmas celebrations as we thank our gracious 
God for His gift of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ…. The “Reason for 
the Season.”

      - Barbara Campbell for St. Paul LWML - Don’t forget 
to put 12 dimes in your Mite Box/Socks for December

Care Ministry
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Online

Property

Our Boiler update: As of November 23, we have $1,517 raised for replacing our boiler with 
ductless heating/cooling units.  The boiler heats a very integral portion of our church/school 
campus. Since we are using it more with colder weather, its pending demise is more evident 
this year than it was last year. Ideally we will be able to get funds together and get installation 
of new units scheduled before we have to add the expense of purchasing temporary heaters 
to the replacement cost. Please consider giving generously to this need. 

We are launching an active campaign to fund the installation of duct-less heating/cooling 
systems in the portion of our building complex that makes up the main entry, three offices, 

nursery, copy room, and two classrooms used for before & after school care and 
children’s church. The total cost will be approximately $23,000.  

HISTORY:  In 1964, the congregation of St Paul Lutheran Church 
purchased land and constructed the portion of our present campus that 
is now our sanctuary, kitchen, and the above mentioned wing. This 
original building was heated with a boiler. When we built the fellowship 
hall in 1980, the kitchen was removed from the boiler and incorporated 
into the heating/cooling system with the fellowship hall. In 2015, we 

removed the sanctuary from the boiler when we added the ductless 
heating/cooling system. At this time, the portion of our building complex that makes up the 
main entry, offices, nursery, copy room, and class rooms is still heated with the boiler (and 
cooled with window units).

REALITY: The boiler is an antiquated, inefficient heating system.  It is functioning at far less than 
one hundred percent and is one, un-replaceable component away from permanently 
quitting. We cannot function as a church and school without heating this portion of our 
building. It is time to become proactive and schedule the installation of efficient duct-less 
heating/cooling systems before we have to scramble to do so. 

THE PRESENT: We have chosen to have a building to reach out with the love of Jesus to this city. 
We have a great opportunity in our location to be fruitful in our mission.  Although, Jesus was 
rich, by his death on the cross he became poor, so that you by his poverty would become rich.  
Prayerfully we will triumph over the boiler. You may place your donations marked “Building 
Fund” with your envelope number in the offering plate or you may donate online at 
www.stpaulroseburg.org to the “Building Fund.” If you have any questions, please contact 
Elaine Warren, elewarren@hotmail.com, 541-580-0303.

- Elaine Warren, Property Manager

Prayer Shawls

We have prayer shawls once again ready to give  not only to those in need but 
to commemorate special occasions such as births, marriages, anniversaries, 
birthdays, etc.  You will find the prayer shawls in the cupboard to the left of the 

fireplace.  Pick one and just sign the notebook provide.  No need to say who it's 
for but that one was taken.  Thank you to those of you that knit and or crochet for 

this worthwhile project. You have been such a blessing to so many. Anyone can 
join in.  There is no particular pattern but if you would like one please contact Lynn 

Mathweg.

http://www.stpaulroseburg.org
http://www.stpaulroseburg.org
mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
mailto:elewarren@hotmail.com
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St. Paul Needs

Praise God for all the children He has brought to St. Paul on 
Sundays to learn about Him!  We have a great group of 
volunteers who faithfully teach at Children’s Church and staff 
the nursery, where children receive age-appropriate instruction 
in the Christian faith.  Please consider serving our God, our 
children, and our young parents by volunteering to be a 
children’s church teacher or a nursery volunteer so that our 
current teachers do not begin to get stretched too thin.  The 
more volunteers we have the less often each teacher gets 
called on to serve.  Please contact Casey DeGroot at 
262-302-0334 or caseyd@stpaulroseburg.org for Children’s 
Church or Kristen Schartz at 541-580-2778 for nursery.

Stewardship

Numbers 15:17-21

Israel had been commanded to offer God some dough from the bread 
baked from the first of the harvest.  By this practice the Israelites were 
taught to recognize that all of their harvest came from God and belonged 
to Him.  Because the entire harvest actually belonged to God, it was holy, 
since anything that belongs to God is holy, or separate.  (This principle or understanding 
also lies behind our offering some of our income to God through our church.  By doing 
that we are acknowledging that actually all of our income comes from the Lord and 
belongs to Him.  We are only stewards, or trustees, of it.)

Paul pictured those Jews who had received Jesus as the Messiah (of whom he himself 
was one) as the first fruits of the entire nation, the part that has been offered to God.

- Jack Schulze

Birthdays and Anniversaries

For a current list of December birthdays 
and anniversaries, please check the 
bulletin board outside the sanctuary!

mailto:caseyd@stpaulroseburg.org
mailto:caseyd@stpaulroseburg.org
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I have begun adding regular Bible Studies to 
my workweek in the village. One I’m 
particularly excited to tell the FORO about is 
an eclectic Women’s Bible Study with 
Garifuna, Mayan, and Hispanic women that I 
now meet with daily (!)...
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If you would like to learn more about how a 
FORO works, google “What is a FORO,” and 
look for the two minute YouTube video posted 
by LCMS International.

Our N
ew

 Address

The Meissners 
#4 Placencia Bay Dev.  
Stann Creek, Placencia 

Village ~ Belize

T o make a donation by mail 
simply make the check payable 
to the LCMS and, in the memo 

line, designate it to  
“Missionary Duane Meissner”
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Learning about  
crabs!


