
November 2021 

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ; 

How wonderful to be a follower of Jesus Christ and part of the body of Christ at First United Methodist Church of Hot Springs!  While this has 
been quite a  year for us in navigating through the stormy seas of the global pandemic, God has been overwhelming good to us and our course 
is set this coming year to brighter shores in our beloved Hot Springs community. 

First United Methodist Church learned new things this year.  We learned we could worship as a church family no matter where we are on  
Sunday!  We learned we can come together as a church community and serve through our offerings and using our hands in feeding our  
neighbors and friends through our Open Arms Food Pantry and providing a shelter from the snow and cold for our neighbors who were  
homeless this winter.  We learned we can communicate with, and learn from each other via Zoom and Facebook Live.  We learned we can  
provide ministries for children, youth, and adults even if physical bodies are not present in our church facilities.  We learned we can sing hymns 
to the glory of God with the organ and praise band when we are sitting in our living rooms or in boats on the lake. We learned we can carry on 
the business of the church through Zoom meetings and not miss a beat. We learned we can mail in our tithes and offerings or click a button on 
line and give regularly and faithfully each week.  And most importantly, we learned God is faithful. Through all the adjustments and learning 
curves, God showered us with grace and we grew as disciples of Jesus Christ.  Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Even with all this learning, we never forget how good it is to be present with each other as we worship and learn, pray and serve, witness and 
give.  If you haven’t made it back to in person worship, we encourage you to come this week, and the next, and all the weeks to come.   
Something wonderful is happening here!  God is moving in our midst, teaching us, filling us, pushing us up and out into our community, and 
helping us each day to be the disciples we were created to be.  There is a spirit of joy here, and we want everyone to experience it. 

We invite you to be present in worship in November as we, “HONOR the past.  SERVE the present.  PROVIDE for the future.”  On November 7th, 
we will praise God and HONOR those saints who were given a God-sized vision to build a church here at the corner of Central and Grand so 
that we have a place to grow in faith and be a bright witness to the community.  On November 14th we will have opportunities for all of us to 
SERVE our community.  And we will come together on Sunday, November 21st for Commitment Sunday, a Sunday when we will offer our 
pledge cards to God so we, just like the saints before us, can PROVIDE for the future. 

Enclosed in this letter is a pledge card for you and your family.  We encourage you to take a step of faith in the completing of this card. A step 
that is laden with gratitude for all that God has given, is giving, and will give us, but also a step of faith to commit a portion of your financial 
resources for the building of God’s kingdom here in our own community through God’s church in this coming year.   

There’s much for us to do next year.  There are many more children to teach the stories of our faith to each week.  Many more youth to help 
guide through the tumultuous times of growing up.  Many more adults who need to know more about Jesus and how to live life fully.  Many 
more hungry souls and stomachs to fill.  Many more hands to use in service.  Many more souls all around us in Hot Springs who have no hope 
and desperately need a Savior.  All this, and much more begins with us, all of us.  We need your faithful tithes and offerings to do all this  
ministry and much more.   

You can return your pledge card to the church at any time via mail, 1100 Central Avenue, Hot Springs, AR. 71901, or scan and email it to us at, 
cmetcalf@fumchs.com.  You can even fill the card out online at www.fumchs.com, or place it in the offering plate any Sunday.  Finally, you can 
bring your pledge card to church on November 21 and place it on the altar during our consecration service in each worship service that  
morning.  

Thank you again for your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your witness. Let’s continue the God’s great work we are each 
called to do next year with joy and great gratitude! 

God bless you, 

Rev. J. J. Galloway  Brenda Richardson 

Senior Pastor   Chairperson, Finance Committee 

mailto:cmetacalf@fumchs.com
http://www.fumchs.com


Counting Our Blessings  
Cyndee Metcalf |cmetcalf@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext 102  
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BUDGET REPORT 
Jan - Sept                                                                   

2021   

Year to Date 
Budget   

Annual  
Budget  

Income       

 Pledged Offerings $774,418.18   $753,750.00   $1,005,000.00  

 Non-Pledged Offerings $365,483.99   $337,500.00   $450,000.00  

 All other budgeted giving $237,555.00    $82,075.00    $140,000.00  

Total Income $1,377,457.17    $1,173,325.00    $1,595,000.00  

        $1,595,000.00  

Expense       

 Apportionments (Conference support) $151,096.87   $154,874.98   $206,500.00  

 Salaries/Related Expenses $565,585.52   $590,400.04   $789,800.00  

 Church Administration $521,169.81   $388,763.03   $545,634.00  

 Ministry Programs $29,102.09    $50,287.48    $67,450.00  

Total Expense $1,266,954.29    $1,184,325.53    $1,609,384.00  

NET INCOME $110,502.88   ($11,000.53)  ($14,384.00) 

              

             

MISSION / MEMORIAL REPORT 
Jan - Sept                                                          
Receipts 

  
Jan - Sept    

Disbursements 

 Missions (Restricted Funds) $70,613.45   $59,247.85  

  Memorials $46,204.80    $2,630.41  

              

PROPERTY LOAN REPORT 
Jan - Sept 

Payments (P&I) 
  

Loan Balance as of  
September 30, 2021 

 Property Loan $301,696.35   $945,582.87  

    
(Original Principal Balance 
- $1,594,420.53)           

This past spring I shared that we had received a donation of $50,000.00 that was designated for the principal of our 
property loan. This summer, the church sold the Coomber St. parsonage for $208,135.00.  The Board of  
Stewards approved applying 80%  of the proceeds from the sale , $166,508.00, to the principal of the property loan.  
(We are required to retain 20% of the total  proceeds which will be invested with the Methodist Foundation.)  In 
September, the Board of Stewards approved the sale of the Good Year property.  The proceeds of that sale will also 
be paid on the loan.  The sale of that property hasn't closed as of this report so I don't have the exact amount, but it 
is projected we will receive around $350,000.00 after fees, etc.  Once this final amount is paid, our property loan 
balance should be around $600,000.00.  By the end of this year, we will have cut our loan balance by more than 
half!  Isn't that wonderful news?  We have been so richly blessed this year.   As always, if you have any  
questions or concerns please feel free to contact me.   Thanks, Cyndee 



In memory of Billie Ann Dishongh 
Given by Janet Ann Van Pelt 
Craig and Tracy Keaton 
Linda Rickel 
 
In memory of Beth Haville 
Given by Nan Alexander 
Luanne Loudon 
 
In memory of Mary Minton (mother of Cheryl Cooper-Palmese) 
Given by Latt and Terri Bachelor  
 
 

In memory of Bob Mathis  
Given by Rick and Diane Blagg 
 
Robert Black (brother of Thea Mathis) 
Given by Rick and Diane Blagg 
 
Mr. Robert and Mrs. Wilma Black, (parents of Thea Mathis 
Given by Rick and Diane Blagg 
 
Carolyn Honeycutt (sister of Thea Mathis) 
Given by Rick and Diane Blagg 

 
In memory of Jim Pospisil (grandson of Ted Elson-Canfield) 
Given by Sue Polk 
Saints and Sinners Sunday school class 
Ann Shelton 
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Our Sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Roger Baldwin upon the passing of his father,  
Ed Baldwin., the family of Eugene Altenburger upon his recent passing to the family of  Ted Elson- Canfield 
upon the passing of his grandson Jim Pospisil to the family of Betty Jo Cochran upon the recent passing of her 
brother Jack Holt and to the French family upon the passing of Arline (Weenie) French.  

In honor of Bruce and Cindy Smith 
Given by Caren and Lawrence Dodd 
 
In honor of Pastors and Staff 
Given by Susan and Grady Bean  
Joyce Ellis 
 
In honor of Pastors J.J. Galloway and Blake Langston  
Given by Saints and Sinners Sunday school class 
 
 

Special Gifts & Memorials Continued 

All Saints Sunday 

November 7:  All Saints Sunday:   

We will honor our saints who have 

joined the Church Triumphant this 

year and we will highlight the  

wonderful tradition of FUMC through 

the years in providing a place for 

ministry in our community.  Our past 

is full of loving God with our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength.   
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First & Friends on Central & Kids Fest! 
Superior Bathhouse Brewery 329 Central Ave Hot Springs, AR 

Scan QR code with your phone camera or click on the  

link below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    https://fumckidz.wufoo.com/forms/first-friends-on-central-kids-fest/ 

First & Friends on Central  How would you like to be a part of a fun evening downtown that supports a great 

cause? We are excited to announce that on Sunday, November 14, from 5-7pm, FUMC will be partnering 

with Superior Bathhouse Brewery to host a fundraiser benefiting Habitat for Humanity of Garland County. 

We are calling this event “First and Friends on Central,” because we hope to shape partnerships with our  

neighbors on Central in order to better serve our community. The sermon that morning will be titled “Serving 
the Present,” so it seemed like the perfect day for such an event! Drop by any time in that 5pm to 7pm  

window--our own ConneXion band will be there providing music, and representatives of Habitat will have a 

short presentation at 6pm to highlight their outreach. Donations of any amount will be accepted at the 

event, but even if you are not able to make it, donations may be sent to the church office (be sure to mark 

the offering “Habitat”) or made online--click “Give” at fumchs.com, choose “Missions” on the fund drop 
down menu, and “Habitat” on the sub fund drop down menu. 

We will also be hosting KidsFest at the same time! Drop them off at the Christian Life Center for a fun  

evening, and come on down to Superior for a good evening of your own. Please register for KidsFest by 

scanning the QR code or registration link below & on our Facebook page.  

For questions, or more information, contact Rev Blake @ blake.langston@arumc.org or via mobile @ 870-283-9498. 

https://fumckidz.wufoo.com/forms/first-friends-on-central-kids-fest/


Child Development Center 
Shannon Jones |sjones.fumcdc@gmail.com|501-318-1377 

Congratulations to Shannon Jones, Director of the Child Development Center, for scoring well on the  

Program Administration Scale (PAS).  This was Shannon’s first time to complete this process and she was 
quite pleased with her score. 
 

PAS is used to gather information that measures the quality of administrative, management and  

leadership practices in early childhood programs.  There were a number of areas where the score was 6 

or 7 which reflect best practices in early childhood leadership and management.  Attaining these scores 

during the pandemic is especially significant. 
 

PAS is part of Arkansas’ Quality Rating Improvement System.  The Child Development Center continues to 
be the only non-publically funded and faith-based program in Garland County that is a Better Beginnings 

Three Star Center, which is the highest rating attainable. 

 

Photo of Shannon 

CDC Logo 
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Boxes of Hope 

           A Service Opportunity 
 

Everyone is  welcome to join us in packing the Boxes of Hope in the Christian Life Center’s Cupp Hall on 
Sunday November 14 at 10:00a.m.  We are so excited to fill these boxes for our community in need so that 

they can enjoy a Thanksgiving meal. You can come & participate or just be there to experience the  

kindness & togetherness among our congregation. 
 

There are still opportunities to donate you can place it in the offering plate (marked Boxes of Hope), 

mailed to 1100 Central Ave, HS AR 71901, or by visiting our website at www.fumchs.com and clicking on 

the GIVE link.   

http://www.fumchs.com
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ReConnecting together 

It has been a blessing to watch the connections happening 

through ReConnect. If you filled out the survey and have not 

heard from someone yet, please know your caller is getting to 

you or we are struggling to get ahold of you. Our goal is to 

connect; connect to one another, to God, to worship, and 

connect to your story. That is the main purpose behind this 

mission. It has been such a challenging couple years for al-

most everyone, but as doors begin to open backup and 

things seem to have some sort of “normalcy” our hope is we all find our place within our church. Even if 
you didn’t fill out a survey, I want you to know we can still help you plug in somewhere. Call us, email us, 
we are here to help you feel at home within our church community. We have so many opportunities  

between Sunday School classes, Congregational Care groups, volunteering with Youth or Children, music, 

United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men, Bible studies, mission opportunities, and more. There is  

always a place for you, and we are genuinely excited to help you find that place. Please always know this 

survey is still available to you or to someone that you feel may enjoy taking it. The link to the ReConnect  

survey is below and if you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me. It’s been a blessing to 
get to know you all. 

Blessings, 

Deb Rice 

Director of Discipleship & Congregational Care 

drice@fumchs.com 

 

Discipleship  

Deb Rice | drice@fumchs.com | 501-623-6668 ext. 117 

Thank you congregation for your great response to the Ingathering offering for 2022. Your generous  

giving will enable us to continue our support for UMCOR, local ministries in Hot Springs, including our Open 

Arms Food Pantry, and disaster response in Arkansas. 

 

If you wish to give to support our mission outreach through the Ingathering offering, you can make your 

gift anytime during November, by placing it in the offering plate, mailing it to the church office at 1100 

Central Ave. Hot Springs, AR 71901, or you can give online at www.fumchs.com. on the giving portal 

choose Mission fund, Ingathering sub fund.  
 

Your Ingathering offering will be in addition to your regular giving. Please designate "Ingathering" in the 

memo line of your check or the amount of your offering you wish to designate for the Ingathering  

offering. Please continue to pray for our mission outreach and for those in need of help and hope.  
 

Ingathering 
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It’s that time again!!! 
 

Join the FUMC Outreach Committee in volunteering to staff a red  

kettle for the Salvation Army.  We’ll be ringing the bells at the  
Kroger Store located at 4407 Central Ave. (near Hobby  

Lobby).  Our Dates this year are:  Thursday, Dec. 2 and Saturday, 

Dec. 4.  We’ll begin at 10:00 am and end at 6:00 pm each 
day.  The days are divided into eight shifts of one hour each and 

two or more volunteers are needed for each hour.  Families are  

encouraged to participate with their children.  It’s a great way to 
get a large dose of Christmas spirit.  Sign up sheets will be available 

at all three church services on Sunday,   Nov. 21st.  For more  

information or to sign-up call  Claire Wisman 501-609-9616.    
                                      

          Happy ringing! 

Romeo (Retired old men eating out) 

 
 

Well they are back at it….. ROMEO group has  
resumed their favorite Wednesday activity,  

EATING OUT!  
 

We are so happy to see them out & enjoying 

each  others company again… 

 

If you want to have good food & conversation 

come on along. Every week they choose a  

different restaurant.  

 

If you would like to join them call the church  

office  & I will get you on the list to receive emails 

so that you can meet up with these guys every 

week.  

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing! 
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Advent & Christmas Schedule 
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Children’s Ministry 

Michelle Wilkins | mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501-623-6668 ext. 134 

Luminary Walk 
hosted by FUMC Hot Springs Kids 

 

Sunday, December 12, 2020 
6:00-7:00pm 

 
EVERYONE is invited to our first ever  

Luminary Walk on the FUMCHS campus!   
 
 

This will be a beautiful and heart-warming event  
as we HEAR the story of Jesus’ birth told by travelers from long ago. 

Wander down a candlelit path with several stops along the way  
to HEAR the amazing story of our Savior’s birth—LIVE!  

 
   

Prepare your hearts this Advent season  
for the hope, joy and love that comes through Jesus! 

We NEED lots of volunteers to set up the luminaries & stations, tear down stations and pick up  
afterwards, help during the event, children actors and youth readers, and more!  

 
Please REGISTER HERE to volunteer: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4BA9AE22A5FACE9-luminary 
 

*In the event of inclement weather this event will be re-scheduled ...please check our website/Facebook page for updates. 
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Children’s Ministry Continued 

Michelle Wilkins | mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501-623-6668 ext. 134 

 

 

Angels will be ready for adoption 

on Wednesday, November 17th 

 

Please purchase 2 toys                      

( or 1 large toy) 

AND 1 complete outfit  = shirt, 

pants, socks, shoes & underwear 

 

      

 
 

Label each gift with angel #, but please do not wrap gifts 

   Drop off at Salvation Army @ 115 Crescent Avenue by Friday, December 3rd. 

Thank you for sharing God’s love with the families in our community! 

 

 

 

Our Children’s Ministry is in  
desperate need of volunteers!   If you 

can help in any way, please reach 

out to Michelle Wilkins @ 501-318-3977, 

or mwilkins@funchs.com to let her 

know what you enjoy doing and how 

you can serve.    

mailto:mwilkins@funchs.com


Youth Ministry  
Shane Staton |thatshaneguy@ gmail.com| 501.623.6668 ext. 131 
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UG Student Ministries Mission Trip to New Orleans Hurricane Ida Relief. November 19-23,  

must be 14 years & older to participate due to the nature of work that is needed. The cost is $175.  

Contact Youth Minister Shane Staton for more information at 501-617-0109 or email  


