November 2020
“BE

HOPE”
Stewardship Campaign
Sisters and Brothers in Christ!
When we hear the words, “My hope is built on nothing less,” what comes to mind? For some it may be the beloved
hymn of the church, maybe for others images of Jesus’ parable of a wise man building his house on rock instead of
sinking sand. Hope sustains us through the good and bad times of life. Hope represents what can be in the midst of
what is.
First United Methodist Church is built on Christ, the Solid Rock, who is Hope Incarnate to the world. This church
was constructed not just for the worshipers and ministries of yesterday, but also for the worshipers and ministries
of today. Hope is our legacy and we have the privilege of embodying hope to our community and world.

What year this has been! Not one of us could ever imagine a global pandemic would shutter the doors of our church
and many in our community for months. Not one of us could imagine we would go about our daily lives wearing
masks keeping a safe distance between us and friends. Not one of us could imagine we would curb travel plans and
learn how to do this thing called Zoom to communicate with family and friends, carry on the business of the church,
and study the Bible. No, not one of us could imagine such a life, but now it is here and we are called to be hope in
the midst of such strangeness. And we accept that challenge!
Throughout these past seven months, our church has stepped up to the challenge and created new ways to be in
ministry. The children’s ministry has embraced Zoom and through this medium continues to be engaged with the
children of the church and teach about Jesus’ love. Families record beautiful children sermons for worship and now
kids are excitedly embracing our “Adopt A Pet” ministry where they learn how to care for their pet by reading
Scripture to them each day, feeding them the word of God as they are being fed too. The 2020 Confirmation Class
was confirmed in a special worship service late this summer, and now another Confirmation Class meets each
Wednesday evening, five kids in person and six kids via Zoom to explore together the Bible and our faith.
Our youth ministry never stopped. While on site worship and small groups took a break for a time, the youth
continued be hope to the community by helping to feed kids this summer. The Underground, our youth ministry, is
meeting every Wednesday evening in the Christian Life Center for worship and small faith-building groups. A
local mission partnership with the Champion Center is in the works. Our youth will build new friendships with
children in the community and learn together how to be hope in the most beautiful ways.
Our music ministry may not look the same during the pandemic, but it is adapting to the challenge and some
exciting opportunities are coming to fruition. While we miss our choir, they have been staying in touch through
weekly Zoom calls as they pray for and encourage each other. Also, small groups of handbells have resumed and we
are thrilled they will be offering their gifts to us in worship soon. And something new, we now have a ukulele
ensemble! We can’t wait to hear them during the season of Advent.

“BE

HOPE”
Stewardship Campaign Cont.
Our discipleship ministries are woven together with hope. While the pandemic created challenges for existing groups, most
found a way to connect and learn together. Classes are embracing Zoom, phone calls, and even church parking lot meetings
(social distancing of course) to grow in faith and be in fellowship with each other. “First Friends” is a brand new hope-filled
ministry. We are encouraging small groups of folks who may have continued to interact with each other in small safe bubbles,
to be “First Friends,” to meet regularly for fellowship, encouragement, prayer, and/or study. During the Advent season we
will introduce the book, Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, and encourage groups to study together as
we rediscover as a church body the hope that was born into this world at Christmas.
Our outreach to the community has never stopped. Our Open Arms Food Pantry continues to feed people and offer hope in
these challenging times. Sixty-seventy families are served by our food pantry each week and it could be more. The
generosity of our volunteers is beautiful to behold along with the gratitude of those whom we serve.
Worship remains the center of our mission and ministry at First United Methodist Church. Worship never stopped this year,
we adjusted to the challenge of the pandemic and provided on-line worship during the months our campus was closed to
in-person activities. Both our traditional and contemporary worship services give our church and our community ways in
which to experience the saving and transforming grace of God each week through both in-person and on-line streaming. We
are excited to have a Technology and Communications Director on staff who will help us provide the best possible online
worship experience for our online worshipers and encourage us to engage on social media platforms to be hope to our world.
These ministries and many more, plus the daily upkeep of our buildings and campus, our staff, and the future needs of our
church depend upon your gracious giving. Your church needs your on-going financial commitment as we continue the good
work of enlarging the kingdom of God here in Hot Springs this coming year. Giving is an act of hope. See the hope-filled
words below of some of our church members as they share their witness with you.
As humans, we all hope and pray that things will be better tomorrow than they are today. Hope is universal. But Hope alone
is not enough. We must be hope and live hopefully. I think this kind of Hope is a call to action. We must give of ourselves
and be a servant to Hope. We are blessed to find ourselves in the season of giving. In the next couple of weeks, we will all be
getting our pledge cards for the church. We all have a call to action in filling these cards out, supporting our church and our
ministries with our portions. By doing this act, we commit ourselves to be Hope in our community. Molly Baldwin
I’ve always felt that our church, facilities, and congregation, stand as a beacon of hope for the community. My hope is that
they will continue to be that beacon for the future generations that we will never know. Along with prayer, filing out your
pledge card will allow our church to thrive, grow, and be there for those that will come after us.
Jim Shults
It gives our family a good feeling to give back some of the resources that God has provided. It’s also very rewarding to see
how our Church uses the collective resources of our Church family to make a positive impact both inside, and outside, of our
walls. David Trice
Our church has learned to improvise, adapt, and overcome this year. Throughout this year, we have implemented many things
that will set us up for greatness in 2021. We have wonderful ministers, a hard-working staff, and facilities that are second to
none. Please give joyfully in 2021 so that we can fully fund all that we plan to do. I truly believe that by honoring God
with our faithful giving, we will experience amazing things at the corner of Grand and Central. Brooks Clem
In this season of giving and gratitude, we thank you for your generous financial gifts to the ministries of our church this year.
You have made a great difference in the lives of many persons and you have helped spread the good news of Jesus Christ to
countless people, but we cannot rest because the work is too great. I invite you to join me in filling out a pledge card for 2021
so our church can plan for the needs of ministry and mission in the coming year.

On Sunday, November 15, 2020, we will celebrate and pray over our pledge cards in each worship service. Please bring your
pledge cards with you or you can mail your card to the church at FUMC, 1100 Central Avenue, Hot Springs, AR 71901,
Attention: Cyndee Metcalf. Pledge cards can also be completed and submitted on-line by visiting our church website,
www.fumchs.com, and clicking on “2021 Pledge Card.“ Cards can also be dropped off at the church office during the week.
We have many bright days ahead at First United Methodist Church. With our prayers, our presence, our gifts, service, and
witness we will be bright beacons of hope to our community and world because “our hope is built on nothing less.”
With deep gratitude,

J.J. Galloway
J.J. Galloway
Senior Pastor

Counting Our Blessings
Cyndee Metcalf |cmetcalf@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext 102
January thru
September

Year to Date
Budget

Annual Budget

Pledged Offerings

$772,243.53

$695,000.00

$1,011,000.00

Non-Pledged Offerings

$258,682.30

$335,000.00

$495,000.00

All other budgeted giving

$165,754.69

$53,025.00

$121,500.00

$1,196,680.52

$1,083,025.00

$1,627,500.00

Apportionments (Conference support)

$135,762.46

$147,042.49

$213,230.00

Salaries/Related Expenses

$511,325.52

$580,400.00

$775,900.00

Church Administration

$357,163.71

$414,875.73

$567,729.00

Ministry Programs

$38,559.99

$52,724.97

$69,900.00

Total Expense

$1,042,811.68

$1,195,043.19

$1,626,759.00

NET INCOME

$153,868.84

($112,018.19)

$741.00

BUDGET REPORT
Income

Total Income
Expense

January thru
September Receipts

January thru
September
Disbursements

Missions (Restricted Funds)

$39,040.16

$48,284.19

Memorials

$38,695.60

$400.13

January thru August
Payments (P&I)

Loan Balance as of
September 30, 2020

$115,187.88

$1,231,113.22

MISSION / MEMORIAL REPORT

PROPERTY LOAN REPORT
Original Loan Balance $1,594,420.53

“BE HOPE”
I / We pledge to generously participate in the ministries of First United Methodist Church through my/our gifts:
Name(s) _______________________________________________________________Date ________________Envelope # _____________
Address ______________________________________________ City ____________________________ State _______ Zip ___________
Home Phone _____________________ Cell Phone ________________________ E-Mail _______________________________________
___ I would like to set up automatic draft contributions. (Please contact office)

Ministry Fund (Budget )

$ ______________________________

Building & Capital Improvement Fund

$ ____________________________

___ I would like to continue my automatic draft.

Weekly

Monthly

Annually

Weekly

Monthly

Annually

Signature(s): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Date: ________________
*** Please see reverse side of card ***
See Prayers, Presence, Service and Witness on Reverse Side
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Remembering All Saints
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Jeanne Anderson - November 5, 2019

Sybil Laing - March 23, 2020

Mary E. Cox - November 17, 2019

Jody Robinson - March 24, 2020

Bob Draper - November 19, 2019

Bob Mathis - May 4, 2020

Osie Watson - December 24, 2019

Joey C. Whorton - May 5, 2020

Neil Thornton - January 1, 2020

Sonny Gaston - June 17, 2020

Matthew Sarver - January 15, 2020

Ted Carrithers - July 16. 2020

Bill McCoy - January 22, 2020

Dora Jane Ellis - August 9, 2020

Dr. Frances Dalme - January 29, 2020

Michael Andres - August 20, 2020

David Henderson - February 6, 2020

Samuel Anderson, Jr. - September 19, 2020

John S. Polk - March 1, 2020

Bobbie Troutman - October 3, 2020

Betty Lyle - March 14, 2020

Jack Copeman - October 4, 2020

Martha Burch - March 17, 2020

Barbara Mahoney - October 13, 2020

Special Gifts & Memorials
In memory of Ted Carrithers
Given by Brian and Amie Hill
Penny Formby
Mike and Ruby Bush
In memory of Jack Copeman
Given by Bill and Bernard Cluck
Ann Shelton
Bruce and Nitalynn Sigman
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Van Bebber
Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Fleischner
Don and Mary Ann Schnipper
Babs Blagg and Pam Herrington
David and Rynne Belk
John and Holly Haggard
Wayne Ranson
Gretchen and Kristin Kaufman
In memory of Bobbie Troutman
Given by Tiffany Rogers
Michael and Barbara Helm
Linda Drobena
Melinda Brown Gassaway
Mary Zunick
John and Julie Drake
Levi Hospital
Dick and Ruthie Howk
Healthstar Physicians
Sam Stathakis, Jr.
Tracy G. Matson
Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce
In memory of Barbara Mahoney
Given by John and Holly Haggard
Hal and Mitzi Bass
Erwin and Priscilla Cook
Wayne Ranson
Don and Mary Ann Schnipper
Ann Shelton
The Friendship Sunday school class
The Heights Church
Rachel A. Fischer
Nancy Urbston
Tom and Nancy Vandegrift
Ann Carrithers
Janelle and Robert Cowan
Dr. Bruce and Cindy Smith
Scot and Susan Housh
John and Karen Poe

In memory of Gene Thomason
Given by Jerry and Judy Clem
In memory of Dora Jane Ellis
Given by Wayne Ranson
In memory of Sybil Laing
Given by Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dodd
In memory of Joey C. Whorton
Given by Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dodd
In memory of Paul Cluck (grandson of Bill and Bernard Cluck)
Given by Mike and Ruby Bush
In memory of Carolyn Wall (sister of Lou Bedell)
Given by Dale and Karen Chance
Wayne Ranson
In memory of Lyndon Hudson (brother of Kay Borg)
Given by Mike and Ruby Bush
Wayne Ranson
In memory of Lee Neeley (brother of Susan Cook)
Given by Mike and Ruby Bush
In memory of Geraldine (Gerry) Wright (mother of Tracy Keaton)
Given by Wayne Ranson

In memory of Marguerite Henderson (mother of Dana Gooch)
Given by Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Fleischner
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dodd
In memory of Nelta Hill (mother of Dr. Randy Hill and Brian Hill)
Given by Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Dodd
In memory of Betty Tyer (mother of Kathy Braughton)
Given by Dr. Bruce and Cindy Smith
In memory of Curtis Larson
Given by Don and Mary Ann Schnipper
In honor of Rev. J.J. Galloway, Rev. Bill Sardin and Rev. Teresa Holt
(Pastor Appreciation)
Given by Bruce and Nitalynn Sigman

In Our Prayers:

Our sympathy to Gary Troutman and family in the recent passing of his mother, Bobbie
Troutman, the family of Jack Copeman, Lonnie and Brenda Richardson upon the recent passing of their
nephew, Allan Grim and to Dana Gooch and family in the recent passing of her mother, Marguerite Henderson.
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Outreach
David Wylie |rdwylie@cablelynx.com | 501-538-3877
Each year the funds given to the Ingathering offering are used to
support UMCOR, local ministries, including our Open Arms Food
Pantry, and disaster response in Arkansas. This year we are
continuing that support with donations to these ministries to help
them provide food and other services to those in need.
The local ministries we support include Samaritan Ministries, Jackson House, Oaklawn Chaplaincy,
Salvation Army, CCMC, the Sunday Love Lunches, Langston School and Open Door.
We all know how the need has greatly increased because of the pandemic and resulting economic
slowdown. As God has blessed us all, your generous and faithful giving will be a blessing of hope to those who
receive help from the ministries we support.
Our Ingathering offering for next year's outreach activities will be on Sunday, November 22. You can also
make your gift anytime during November by mailing it to the church office, 1100 Central Ave. Hot Springs, AR
71901. Be sure to designate your gift for Ingathering. You can also give online through the church website. Go to
fumchs.com and click on the ‘Give’ tab at the top of the page. You will be redirected to the giving portal where
you will need to sign in or create an account. Once you’re signed in, choose the Mission fund and the sub fund of
Ingathering. If you have any questions, please call Cyndee in the church office, 501-623-6668.
Please be in prayer for the offering and for all those in need of help and hope.

Salvation Army Ringing of the Bells

Join the FUMC Outreach Committee in volunteering to staff a red
kettle for the Salvation Army this year. We're planning to ring the
bells at the Kroger store located at 4407 Central Ave. (near
Hobby Lobby). Though Kroger has not yet given their permission
we'll sign up as if everything will work out despite Covid-19. Our
dates will be: Thursday, Dec. 3, Saturday, Dec. 5, Thursday, Dec.
10, and Saturday, Dec. 12. We'll begin at 10:00 am and end at
7:00 pm each day. The days are divided into nine shifts of one
hour each and two or more volunteers are needed for each
hour.
Families are encourage to participate with their
children. Masks and social distancing will be observed and, of
course, we will be outside. To sign up call Claire Wisman
(501) 609-9616. Sign up sheets will also be available at all three
church services on Sunday, Nov. 22. Happy ringing!
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Outreach Cont.
David Wylie |rdwylie@cablelynx.com | 501-538-3877

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
It is time to pack those shoeboxes again to share the love of God with needy children across the world for
Christmas. If you do not feel comfortable getting out and shopping this year due to the Pandemic, just go to the
Samaritan Purse website: samaritanpurse.org for instructions on how to pack a shoebox online or to donate money
for a shoebox. If you do choose to shop and pack your own shoebox, the above website has lots of ideas and
forms for the box. Listed below is the location, dates and times that the shoeboxes can be dropped off.
Operation Christmas Child
Grand Avenue United Methodist Church, 841 Quapaw Avenue Hot Springs, AR 71901

Mon, Nov. 16: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Tues. Nov. 17: 1:30 PM - 4:30 PM
Wed, Nov. 18: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Thu, Nov. 19: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Fri, Nov. 20: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sat, Nov. 21: 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sun, Nov. 22: 1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Mon, Nov. 23: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

OPEN ARMS FOOD PANTRY

If you would like to volunteer for our food pantry please
call the church office at 501-623-6668. The food pantry is
every Tuesday from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.. The schedule
is very flexible and will accommodate as well as the
other volunteers.

7

Discipleship
Rev. Teresa Holt |teresa.holt@yahoo.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 103

Small Groups for this Fall
It has been great to get to see each other as we begin to
relaunch our in person worship. We are also allowing small groups
to meet, but must continue to "Do No Harm" as we slowly navigate
through a Covid 19 world. Below are some options/instructions for
your small groups as they meet in the coming months. If you have
questions, please contact a staff member or the church office.

Plan A
Meet virtually through Zoom calls or email devotionals. Zoom will also allow people to call in if they are unable to
utilize a computer but it is audio only for them. Your group can be as large as you wish, but you must have a
moderator (to mute the group as necessary) and under 45 minutes. Large groups are also hard to manage on
the screen with video, but participants can be muted and allowed to talk, as they desire.
Plan B
Small group of 10 or less meets at Christian Life Center. You must schedule the meeting and provide a list of all
participants with the church office. Temperature checks must be taken by the coordinator (provided by church
and obtained in the CLC building office). Participants must be six feet apart. Meetings must be under 1 hour. It is
suggested that night meetings only be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays for security/staff scheduling. Participants must
be able to verify: 1) They have not been exposed to someone who is Covid Positive in the past two weeks.
2) They have not had a sore throat/temperature in the past 24 hours.
Plan C
Meet outside on the church parking lot. You must bring your own chairs, space 6 feet from each other and
coordinate the time/date with the church office. Security is required and will be provided.
Plan D
Meet in local homes/neighborhoods. Coordinators/Facilitators will coordinate whether they meet inside or
outside homes. Covid restrictions and rules are mandated by the owner of the home. It is highly suggested that
temperatures and questions are asked of all participants and that the group is kept 10 adults or less and
attendance is kept for contact tracing if needed.
First Friends is a neighborhood gathering of friends meeting
5-6 times. Groups are composed of singles, couples, men,
women, young and old. No commitment is required beyond the
5-6 group gatherings, but if a group would like to continue to
meet, we will continue to resource you. Covid protocol is
decided by the coordinator and small group. First Friends can
meet outside or inside if there is a large enough space. We
encourage the group to be no more than 8-10 adults to
adequately provide social distancing. For the first of the
gatherings, we suggest “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood”
movie and study guide. This is not a deep theological or bible
study, but instead a way to get to know each other in our
neighborhoods and form bonds that will allow us to invite others
and maybe even organize an additional First Friends group. There are no restrictions regarding how often or when
a group meets. Devotional ideas and additional curriculum suggestions can be resourced from the staff.
Childcare/Children’s activities during the small group meetings can be coordinated with Michelle Wilkins
(Children’s Minister). If you would like to be a facilitator/coordinator/co-coordinator or are interested in attending
a First Friends group, contact Teresa Holt (Teresa.holt@arumc.org) or Michelle Wilkins (mwilkins@fumchs.com) or
501-623-6668.
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Children’s Ministry
Michelle Wilkins |mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130

“Adopt-A-Pet” Scripture Reading Challenge
BIG HIT with the kids!
Michelle Wilkins is driving from house to house with a large basket of
individually wrapped stuffed animal puppets. Kids have the
opportunity to “adopt-a-pet” of their choosing! Then Michelle gives
them an envelope with a birth certificate and an 8-week chart of
scripture suggestions for them to read with a their new puppet and at
least one family member. They choose to read either at bedtime, or
anytime that works best for their family. Reading God’s Word is how
they “FEED” their animal! We hope these puppets help build a family
faith formation that lasts for years to come!

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Christmas classics Sing-a-long
We are sooooo excited to announce that we will have a COVID friendly kids Christmas pageant video
that will be coming out in early December! The kids will dress up in costumes and do a retelling of Jesus’
birth! You might event get to watch them sing a few well know Christmas carols, too! It will be available
to watch on our website, social media platforms, and Youtube channel. More info on the date it will
post coming later this month!
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Children’s Ministry
Michelle Wilkins |mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130

Luminary Walk
hosted by FUMC Hot Springs Kids
Friday, December 4, 2020
6:00-7:30pm
Everyone in the congregation is invited to
our first ever Luminary Walk @ FUMCHS!
This will be a beautiful and heart-warming event
as we HEAR the story of Jesus’ birth told by travelers from long ago.
Wander down a candlelit path with several stops along the way
to HEAR the amazing story of our Savior’s birth—LIVE!
Prepare your hearts this Advent season
for the HOPE that comes through Jesus!
*Masks and social distancing required.
**In the event of rain, this event will be re-scheduled to the following Friday, December 11
Register online to attend:
https://FUMCHS.com
If you, or your family, are interested in acting or helping with this event,
please contact Michelle Wilkins: mwilkins@fumchs.com
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Music Ministry
Timothy Tucker|ttucker@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 118

Church Music in the Time of Covid
Well friends, here we are in month nine of a world-wide pandemic
with no end in sight (although there are promising signs of a
vaccine to come). One thing that I think we can all agree on
is that we miss the sound of choral singing, especially during
worship. I hope that this time without a choir is making all of
us appreciate what an important part of the church’s ministry
is missing. And when we are able to safely sing together
again, I pray that more of you will want to be a part of the
music ministry. For a singer and choral director like myself, this
has been an especially hard time. But it has also been a time
Charles Wesley 1707-1788
to spark creativity. To that end, the music ministry at FUMC is
being revived in other ways. One way is to allow our hand bell players to “take center stage”. While
we can’t have our full compliment of ringers at one time, due to limits on small group numbers still in
place, we have started rehearsing two smaller groups. These two groups are playing two -octave
pieces instead of our usual five octave works. In order to be safely social distanced, we rehearse in
Cupp Hall with our tables six feet apart, and we all wear masks and gloves. The Traditional Worship
congregation will be able to hear these two groups in the near future. One group will play on
November 8, and the other group will play on December 6. Neither one of these groups is at
capacity yet, so if you are interested in ringing, please let me know. I am also willing to start a third
group of ringers. So many of our choir members have not had a musical outlet over these nine
months due to the still very real danger of group singing. However, one day I had an epiphany. It
occurred to me that the church has 15 ukuleles which I used in the summers for our children’s music
camp. I invited choir members to start an adult ukulele ensemble and I am happy to announce that
we now have a ten person group. They will be playing for the very first time in worship on November
15. With the exception of one member, these are all first time ukulele players. We have started out
with very simple hymn arrangements, but are now working on ukulele orchestra music, or “ukestra”
music, as I like to call it. Everyone has been learning to play well very quickly. If this is something that
interests you, please let me know. I would love to start another uke ensemble. Anyone of any age or
ability is welcome. In the coming weeks and months of worship, we will have various singers, pianists,
instrumentalists, and ensembles playing during worship. If you would like to make music during
worship, I invite you to contact me and I will arrange it. We will get through this difficult time and
return to normal. In the meantime, God is guiding us all to be creative in our worship, and to spread
His grace to the world by being His hands and feet in the community. On a personal note, my wife,
Colleen, is a critical care nurse and this is an especially difficult time for her and for all of our
healthcare workers. Nurses have especially seemed to be somewhat forgotten about lately as this
pandemic wears on, yet they are on the front lines and some of the most at -risk essential workers. So,
if you happen to know a nurse or come across one as you are running errands, please thank them for
their service and keep them in your prayers. And I will continue to keep th is congregation and
community in my prayers. I thank God for all of you.
Peace and Good Health,
Timothy Tucker

Director of Music Ministries
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Youth Ministry
Shane Staton |thatshaneguy@gmail.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130
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Celebrating 100 Years!
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New Staff Member
K r i s t i n M a n g h a m FUMC Technology and Communications Director
Kristin Mangham
FUMC Technology and Communications Director
Kristin Mangham is our new Technology and Communications Director. She will be
in charge of managing the production teams in our worship services and special
ministry events. Kristin will also coordinate our church social media platforms,
maintain and update our church website, and work with video production for the
church.
Kristin is a graduate of Arkansas Tech University and Lake Hamilton High School.
Currently, she is employed at Garvan Woodland Gardens as the membership and
special events director. Kristin is proficient in many computer programs, has
excellent organizational skills, and enjoys opportunities to stretch her creative
wings.
Kristin is the proud parent of Reese and is active in the FUMC children’s ministry.
She is a member of our church and thrilled to be on staff as we work to build the
kingdom of God and “Be Hope” to our Hot Springs community.
Kristin’s first day was this Sunday, November 1st. Welcome aboard, Kristin!

Child Development Center
Dot Brown |dotfay1@att.net|501-318-1377

Greetings from the Child Development Center!
It has been almost three months since the Child
Development Center reopened its doors and began
caring for children while continuing to follow the strict
health and safety guidelines required. This reopening
was much needed because the Child Development
Center is an essential member of the greater Hot Springs
early childhood community.
The center serves a
diversity of children and families; working families who
need child care so that they can go to work each day,
children in foster care and children whose families
receive child care assistance.
According to Shannon Jones, Interim/Assistant Director, the number of children enrolled continues to
slowly climb. A recent visit by a Licensing Specialist went very well. The specialist was impressed with
how well the center is following the pandemic procedures.
The Child Development Center is a Better Beginning Three Star Center which is the highest rating
attainable and remains the only faith-based, non-publically funded center in Garland County to reach
that level. Shannon was pleased that the Child Development Center recently received a Better
Beginnings grant that she had applied for.

15

First United Methodist Church
1100 Central Avenue
Hot Springs, AR 71901

CONNECT WITH US

(501) 623-6668 | www.fumchs.com

Traditional service https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live
ConneXion service https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live

