
June 2021 

                  Goodbye and Hello 

In the United Methodist tradition, June is a month of saying goodbye and hello.  New pastoral appointments are officially  
announced and blessed during annual conference then pastors and their families scramble to pack that last dish or book in  
preparation for their move to another mission field.  It’s exciting to open new doors of opportunity, to say hello to new faces ready 
to love and be loved, exciting to dream dreams together and it’s exciting to know that God is working in and through a community 
of faith to enlarge the kingdom of God.  But, there’s also the other part, saying goodbye, and that is a whole other page to a new 
chapter of ministry. 

 

First United Methodist Church is saying goodbye this month to two wonderful pastors. Rev. Teresa Holt and Rev. Bill  
Sardin.  Rev. Teresa is retiring this year after serving First UMC, Hot Springs for the past 14 ½ years.  Many phone calls and  
hospital visits are remembered with grateful hearts.  Many Bible studies and Sunday School classes fondly remember Rev. Teresa’s 
teachings and assistance in finding just the right books and teaching materials to expand their knowledge and discipleship. Many 
sermons were heard that caused hearts to open to receive God’s word in a new way, and many hours of meetings and office  
counseling sessions have been shared knowing God was present in the normal busyness of the church and the more intimate  
moments of conversation.  We thank Rev. Teresa for the years she poured herself into her calling and we have been the better for it.  
We send our blessings to Rev. Teresa and Steve as they travel down the roads of their next adventure.  May those roads be blessed 
and may they lovingly lead them back to us. 

 

Rev. Bill Sardin takes another step in his journey of ministry as he moves to his next appointment as senior pastor of  
Morrilton First United Methodist Church.  We will cherish Rev. Bill’s passion for ministry, for teaching and preaching God’s word 
and opening our minds to see God in new faces and in new places.  We will never forget his Star Wars analogies and his hilarious, 
but spot on sermon examples of his life and our life all mixed together, the body of Christ as it is, and as it could be.  Our gratitude 
goes with Rev. Bill as he stepped beyond his normal pastoral duties during the pandemic and helped our church’s face and voice be 
experienced through live stream each Sunday when our face and voice could not be experienced in person.  Rev. Bill took on a huge 
load during those heavy months, carrying us on his technological back up the mountain so we could see the virtual promised land 
that God provided for us during the pandemic.  For his patience and creativity, good humor, compassion, and out-of-the box  
thinking, we thank him and pray his new mission field will be a bountiful blessing for Kimberly, Wesley, Ryan, and Rev. Bill.  

 
 

Please join us in celebrating the ministries of Rev. Teresa and Rev. Bill during a reception in Cupp Hall on Sunday, June 6, 
at 10 a.m.  Love baskets will be placed in Cupp Hall for cards of congratulations and appreciation.  If you would like to  
contribute to a love offering for Rev. Teresa and Rev. Bill, please go to our church website, www.fumchs.com and give online or 
send your check to First UMC, Hot Springs, 1100 Central Ave, Hot Springs, AR. 71901. 

 

A new page will be turned on July 1st as we say hello to Rev. Blake Langston and his family.  Rev. Blake will deliver his 
first sermon on Sunday, July 4th during our 9 a.m. service in the sanctuary.  Due to the holiday, we will have one service that  
morning.  We look forward to officially welcoming Rev. Blake in July and pray God’s numerous blessings on his ministry here. 

  

Saying hello and forming new relationships is part of being the church.  We exist to say hello.  We welcome with open 
arms new families, new members, new guests to our community of faith, knowing the greatest part of being in community is  
growing together in our faith and our discipleship.  May this be a wonderful June, offering our goodbyes with great love and  
gratitude, and saying our hellos with joyous expectation of what is to come. 

 

 

                   With gratitude and expectation, 
 

            Rev. J. J. 

http://www.fumchs.com


Counting Our Blessings  
Cyndee Metcalf |cmetcalf@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext 102  
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BUDGET REPORT 
Jan - Apr                                                                       

2021 
  

Year to Date 
Budget 

  
Annual  
Budget  

Income       

 Pledged Offerings $410,384.09   $335,000.00   $1,005,000.00  

 Non-Pledged Offerings $131,094.76   $150,000.00   $450,000.00  

 All other budgeted giving $9,083.19    $35,800.00    $140,000.00  

Total Income $550,562.04    $520,800.00    $1,595,000.00  

Expense       

 Apportionments (Conference support) $74,886.30   $68,833.28   $206,500.00  

 Salaries/Related Expenses $244,348.74   $260,408.44   $773,800.00  

 Church Administration $126,453.15   $174,540.58   $545,634.00  

 Ministry Programs $12,452.33    $20,583.28    $67,450.00  

Total Expense $458,140.52    $524,365.58    $1,593,384.00  

NET INCOME $92,421.52   ($3,565.58)  $1,616.00  

              

             

MISSION / MEMORIAL REPORT 
Jan - Apr                                                              
Receipts 

  
Jan - Apr    

Disbursements 

 Missions (Restricted Funds) $48,709.70   $30,659.20  

  Memorials $27,371.00    $0.00  

              

PROPERTY LOAN REPORT 
Jan - Apr     Payments 

(P&I) 

  

Loan Balance as of                
April 30, 2021 

 Property Loan $37,861.28   $1,191,384.52  

    (Original Principal Balance - $1,594,420.53)           



Special Gifts & Memorials 
In memory of Olga English (mother of Dr. Timothy English 
Given by Bob and Pat Heusel 
Joy D. Bennett 
Terri and Latt Bachelor 
Dr. and Mrs. Sue Koppel 
Sue Tucker 
Dr. Ross and Carol Jo Atkinson 
Joan Walker 
T. Alan, and Dewana E, Gober 
Byron Jackson 
Mary Ann Schnipper 
Erwin and Priscilla Cook 
Mildred Smith 
Joyce Whitfield 
Babs Blagg & Pam Herrington  
Jim and Janet Tarkington 
Ronnie Ribble and Sarah Roberson 
Courtney and Brenda Crouch 
Jerry and Marlene Bush 
Rosemary Fuller 
Mr. and Mrs. C.W. Jennings 
 
 

In memory of Gene Hall 
Given by Byron Jackson 
Jane and Jim Randall 
 
 

In memory of Don Schnipper  
Given  by  Jim and Monica Shults 
Jeff, Maggie, Libby Dru, and Luke Holt 
Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 
 

In memory of Verlin Anthony 
Given by Julie Twyford 
 

In In memory of Daniel B. Hamby, Jr.  
Given by  Regions Bank  
Latt and Terri Bachelor 

 
In memory of Mike Dugan 
Given by Jim and Monica Shults 
Jeff, Maggie, Libby Dru, and Luke Holt 
Dr. Ross and Carol Jo Atkinson 
 
 

In memory of Ted Carrithers 
Given by Jim and Monica Shults 
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Our sympathy and Prayers:  to the family of  Dr. Timothy English upon the passing of his mother,  
Olga Ouida English, to the family of Jeff Stephens upon the passing of his father, Larry Gene Stephens 
and to the family of Rev. Jim Hulon Lenderman upon his passing. 

In memory of Barbara Mahoney 
Given by Karen and Norman Mahoney 
David Hill and Martha Cooper 
Jane and David Crider 
 
 

In memory of Kimberly Elias 
Given by Bill and Bernard Cluck 
Dr. Ross and Carol Jo Atkinson 
 
 

In memory of Larry Stephens (father of Jeff Stephens) 
Given by Byron Jackson 
 
 

In memory of Terry Phillip Addison (brother of Marlene 
Bush 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 
 

In memory of Bill McCormick (brother of Mike McCormick) 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 
 

In memory of Clay Farrar 
Given by Dr. Ross and Carol jo Atkinson 
Mike and Ruby Bush 
 
 

In memory of Ruby Wantock (sister of Marty Koehn) 
Given by Julie Twyford 
 
In memory of Blake Marsh (brother of Cindy Smith) 
Given  by Julie Twyford 
 
In memory of Kenneth Morrison 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 
In memory of  Rev. Jim Lenderman 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
Latt and Terri Bachelor 
Dr. Ross and Carol Jo Atkinson 
 
In memory of Jerry Mabry 
Given by Latt and Terri Bachelor 
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Children’s Ministry  

Michelle Wilkins |mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130 

 

The VBS train is coming June 21-24 from  
9am-noon  Hop on the ROCKY RAILWAY EXPRESS 

to learn how Jesus power pulls us through!  
 

Please click the link below to register your child for VBS 
(Competed Kindergarten - 3rd graders and those who 
will turn 5 years old by August 1, 2021)  

https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/2021-vacation-
bible-school-fumc-hot-springs/ 

 

If you can help VOLUNTEER…WE NEED YOU! Email or  

call Michelle Wilkins email: mwilkins@fumchs.com, 

501-318-3977 

If you are completing 4th or 5th grade by May 2021, we 

have revamped Camp 45 to be a FULL day camp! We will 

be traveling by church vans each morning out to Camp 

Tanako for the day.  We will spend 1/2 of the day  

exploring and the other half working on fun mission  

projects.  Due to COVID restrictions, we will limit the 

number of registrants to FUMCHS kids and CLUB 45.  
 

If you can help VOLUNTEER...WE NEED van drivers and 

adults to stay 1/2 days out at Tanako with the kids.   

Contact Michelle Wilkins by email:  mwilkins@fumchs.com 

Music Ministry 
                                                     Music News  
The church has been blessed during the pandemic with hand bellchoirs, 

a ukulele ensemble, and guest artists. However, I don’t know about you, 

but I really miss our choir, and choral singing in general. So, I am starting 

a new project. Beginning this month, the Chancel Choir will be putting 

together a virtual choir video, which will be posted on all of the church’s 

social media platforms. But wait, there’s more! (See what I did there?) I 

am opening this virtual choir up to anyone who would like to be a part 

of it. If you are a singer, and it doesn’t matter what style, I want to invite you to contact me and I will include you in 

the video.  The song we are recording is I Believe by Mark A. Miller.    
 

Here is a link to a YouTube video of the song.  https://youtu.be/6RYh_RLUZ0A  
 

It is a beautiful expression of faith, and if you would like to be a part of this virtual choir, please email me at  

ttucker@fumchs.com or call me on my cell, 501-256-9847. I would love to chat with you and include you. In the 

meantime, as the spiritual goes, “Hold on, just a little while longer. Everything’s gonna be alright.” We will get 

through this pandemic and return to normal, and we will continue to be God’s hands and feet in this world. God 

bless you all and I will see you in worship.  

Peace, Tim  

https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/2021-vacation-bible-school-fumc-hot-springs/
https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/2021-vacation-bible-school-fumc-hot-springs/
mailto:mwilkins@fumchs.com
mailto:mwilkins@fumchs.com
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Youth Ministry  

Shane Staton |thatshaneguy@gmail.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Susan Thomason Wesley, Whitney  and 

Wrenley Grace Watkins 

Ronny and Jerri Tollett 

Will, Kayla, Henry and Harry Hardage  

Congratulations to our Graduating Seniors 
2021 Seniors  

Top to End: Hayes Whorton 
Cael Braughton 

Hudson Campbell 
Mary Corinne Dean 

Abby Ballard 
Katie Ballard 

Carly Orr 
Madison Elliott 
Taylor Bledsoe 
Macy Landry  

Wesley Divers 
 

Not pictured: Jude Hanson, Brady Littler, Ava 
Monte, Sophia Shunk,  and Ella White. 

Not pictured : 

Emily Hollingsworth Clem 

Emily Flaxman Wyrick  
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Continued 

 New members through confirmation: 

Gary Edward Baldwin 

Clementine Genevieve Derden 

Madelyn Presley Disney 

Finn Hudson Foster 

Emma Grace Garrett 

Avery Bradford McBride 

Ellis Lavinia Pierce 

William Benjamin Shannon 

Kaitlyn Louise Van Bebber 

Ellis Justice Vines 

WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBER 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to announce the hiring of Deborah Rice to be the new  
Director of Discipleship and Caring Ministries at First United Methodist Church.   
 

Deborah is a member of First United Methodist Church of Malvern where she lives with her husband 
and two children.  Deborah has experience working with discipleship ministries in the church,  
including Sunday School, youth ministry, young adult, and women's ministries.  She is a graduate of 
Henderson State University with a Bachelor of Administration degree in Business Management.   
Deborah is also a public speaker and writer.  She feels called to discipleship ministries and has a very 
compassionate spirit.  She is passionate about helping others grow in their faith journey,  "I believe the 
greatest purpose within the church walls is to come alongside one another as well as encourage one 
another on a God given journey." 

Deborah's first day with us will be Monday, June 21st.  We look forward to Deborah's time with us and 
pray God's blessings upon her as we grow together as disciples of Jesus Christ.   
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BOOKS for LOVE  

This spring, United Methodists are being challenged to donate 35,588 books to build the personal libraries 
of children in Arkansas. 
 
Why? There are 35,588 third graders in Arkansas. Third grade is when students move from learning to 
read to reading to learn. Only 1/3 of Arkansas third graders were reading proficiently in 2019. Let's work 
to change that statistic! 
 
Churches can begin by collecting new and gently used books from their congregations, Sunday School 
classes, youth groups, or children's ministries. Make sure to take pictures of your congregation in action. 
Tag us on social media telling us the number of books to add to our count and using the hashtag 
#GivingBooksforLove. Make sure to partner with a teacher, a local school, a little free library, or a feeding  
ministry backpack program to distribute the books collected. 
 
Ideas to initiate Giving Books for Love in your community: 
 Tie into your church’s backpack ministry - “Slip a book into a backpack.” 
 Pick books that go with a theme, like Black History Month (February), Dr. Seuss month (March), etc.. 
 Encourage the community to provide a few more books to your local Little Free Libraries in the coming months. 
 Sunday school classes can “adopt” a local classroom – Partner with your local schools to provide books  

to specific children in a classroom. If you’re in a more rural area, make it even bigger by partnering with  
another church. 

 Use the hashtag #GivingBooksforLove to show us how many books your community has collected. 
 Share the statistics and graphics that are provided. 
 Financially support your local chapter of Imagination Library to provide books to kids 0-4 years old. 

 
 

More ideas and information is available on the Giving Books for Love webpage. 
 
In the lowest income communities, there is one book for every 300 children. 
 
Our goal with this campaign is to encourage Arkansas United Methodist churches and individuals to 
donate a total of 35,588 books to schools so every child, regardless of their financial status, has access to 
books and a brighter future. 
 
If together we are Giving Books for Love, we will help to give a love for books to children in our 
communities. Let's make a lasting impact together! 
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THE CARING PLACE CORNER –June 2021 

It has been an exciting month at The Caring Place!  Meetings with our participant’s families and  

caregivers throughout the month have been going well.  Appointments will continue to be scheduled.  

If you know someone who might be interested in learning and enrolling their loved one, please 

encourage them to call The Caring Place at 501-623-2881.   
 

Also, our website at www.thecaringplacehotsprings.com is a great source of information.  The contact 

forms are linked directly to two email addresses, alerting us to respond quickly.   
 

With the help of a faithful donor, the work has begun on the outdoor patio and garden area and will 

soon have a newly surfaced exterior patio for outdoor activities.  The new LED lighting throughout 

the facility, completed this past weekend, is much brighter and cheerful, and will save us  

considerable money on utility expenses.  The Entergy rebate program proved to be very beneficial.   

Another bright spot is the responses we are receiving from our volunteers!  We say thank you to 

all of you who are returning!  Of course, we always need more of you!  As mentioned above The  

Contact Us form on the website can also be used to directly email us should you not be able to reach 

us by phone.  The phone is ringing constantly these days.     

Staffing:  Interviews are continuing for staff positions.  We are experiencing some of the same  

frustration other segments of the community and country are seeing with hiring currently.  

What can you do to help us?   

 We so appreciate the donation we received from a church member of new linens for the Sick 

Room.  We could still use 2 twin sized white light-weight blankets, new dish towels, potholders, 

etc. for the kitchen, along with new sets of dominos, checkers and playing cards.   

 Prayers and financial support are always needed.  We have received several nice contributions 

and we always appreciate any amount we receive.   

We thank you for your patience.  Just hang with us a little while longer and this mission will be back 

and up and running!  Any questions, feel free to call me at 501-282-0502.   

In Christ, 

Joyce Whitfield, Board Chair 

The Caring Place  
Joyce Whitfield 

http://www.thecaringplacehotsprings.com


First United Methodist Church 

1100 Central Avenue 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Traditional service https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live  

ConneXion service  https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live 

CONNECT WITH US (501) 623-6668 | www.fumchs.com 

https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live
https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live

