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Happy New Year!  

 

We love to offer this joy-filled greeting at the dawn of a new year.  And why shouldn’t we? To be able to say, “Happy New 
Year” with heart-felt gusto is a statement of faith that we believe this newborn year will be filled with something or many 
somethings that are better than what we just experienced.  Yes, there is a large amount of hope in this age-old greeting, but 
I believe an equally large amount of joy as well.  And joy is something we all need after slogging through the proverbial 
mud of the previous year. 

 

This new calendar of days gives us an opportunity for a fresh start.  One practice I look forward to every December is  
purchasing a new calendar planner.  Of course, I can access my daily calendar on my phone and various devices, but I have 
to admit there’s just something special about flipping the pages of a planner and writing down appointments and reminders 
on the pages.  I have a friend or two that feel the same way and we are always on the hunt for the perfect planner.  What 
size fits the best for my needs?  Does it need to be a daily, weekly, or monthly planner?  How much extra stuff does it 
have?  And in recent years, are the letters and numbers large enough?!  One thing is for sure, if I can’t quickly flip to the 
correct page it’s not the perfect planner.  When the quest for the perfect planner is achieved, I feel ready for the new year.  

 

Finding the right planner may give me a momentary feeling of contentment, but it is in discovering new ways to strengthen 
my spiritual life that truly helps me to experience joy, the deep God-given joy that we all need to help us face each  
extraordinary day of our life.  This year at First United Methodist Church we will be exploring Joy.  And during the season 
of Epiphany, we will be talking a lot about “Unexpected Joy” in the sermon series on Sunday mornings, in various  
ministries, and on our communication platforms.   

 

These first days of 2021 are filled with great expectation.  A vaccine for the coronavirus is here and what a joy that is for 
our world!  Even though it will take time to provide shots in the arms for our community, we look forward to the day when 
we can return to some degree of normalcy in our daily lives.  Until then, how will we live this new year?  I choose to live as 
a child of Joy, always surprised by the Glorious Impossible, but never fearful of the unknown nor devoid of Hope.   

 

First United Methodist Church is offering book studies this Epiphany season to help us be more aware of the Unexpected 
Joy that is both here, and ahead of us this year.  We also have mission projects for our children and families that will shore 
us up and help make Joy visible for us and others.  And we have worship opportunities every Sunday that are bathed in 
prayer and the Joy that comes when God’s people gather whether in person or through the marvel of technology.  There are 
opportunities for all of us to strengthen our spiritual life together at the brink of this new year.  You can find more  
information about our studies and mission projects on our church website, www.fumchs.com, church Facebook page, or 
call the church office.  A new year is waiting.  Let’s experience Unexpected Joy together! 

 

And by the way, “Happy New Year!” 

 

Joyfully, 

J. J.  

http://www.fumchs.com


Counting Our Blessings  
Cyndee Metcalf |cmetcalf@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext 102  
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BUDGET REPORT January thru  
November   

Year to Date 
Budget   Annual Budget  

Income       

 Pledged Offerings $905,850.78   $905,666.67   $1,011,000.00  

 Non-Pledged Offerings $343,653.94   $435,000.00   $495,000.00  

 All other budgeted giving $192,229.69    $89,875.00    $121,500.00  

Total Income $1,441,734.41    $1,430,541.67    $1,627,500.00  

Expense       

 Apportionments (Conference support) $153,294.26   $190,587.51   $213,230.00  

 Salaries/Related Expenses $625,439.04   $709,400.00   $775,900.00  

 Church Administration $442,822.13   $506,675.91   $567,729.00  

 Ministry Programs $48,278.26    $64,674.99    $69,900.00  

Total Expense $1,269,833.69    $1,471,338.41    $1,626,759.00  

NET INCOME $171,900.72   ($40,796.74)  $741.00  

                  

MISSION / MEMORIAL REPORT 
January thru  
November                     
Receipts 

  
January thru  
November  

Disbursements 

 Missions (Restricted Funds) $57,698.16   $62,031.13  

  Memorials $41,660.60    $400.13  

PROPERTY LOAN REPORT 
January thru  
November        

Payments (P&I) 
  

Loan Balance as of              
November 30, 2020 

  Original Loan Balance $1,594,420.53 $134,118.52    $1,219,903.76  

Happy New Year !! If you have not yet fulfilled your 2020 pledge or would like to make a donation designated for 

2020, you may still do so until January 10, 2021.  Please make sure your check is dated no later than December 31, 

2020 and the memo line is marked "2020".  Also, it's not too late to submit your pledge for 2021.  A proposed  

budget will be distributed to the Finance Committee later in January and we are currently a little short on pledges.  

Please let me know if you need a pledge card, would like to discuss auto draft options, or need help with navigating 

the online giving portal.         
  

PLEASE NOTE:  All donations, memorials, or honorariums designated for The Caring Place should be made 

payable directly to them.  A letter of acknowledgement will be sent to the recipient and a tax receipt will be sent to 

the donor by The Caring Place. Donations may be mailed to the church at 1100 Central Avenue while The Caring 

Place is temporarily closed.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks, Cyndee 



Special Gifts & Memorials 
In memory of Barbara Mahoney 
Given by Kay Provus 
Weenie French 
David and Rynne Belk 
 

In memory of Donna Crenshaw 
Given by Judy Mayes 
Tom and Nancy Petillo 
Jo Gaston 
Don and Mary Ann Schnipper 
Weenie French 
David and Rynne Belk 
Ann White 
Bill and Sue Pearcy 
Ann Sullivan 
James and Beverly Farrell 

In memory of Sonny Gaston  
Given by Jim and Jane Tarkington 
 

In memory of Neil Thornton 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 

In memory of Bob Mathis  
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 

In memory of Phillip L. Jones  
Given by his children, Steve and Debra Jones, Michael and  
Vicki  Jones and Rick and (Kathy) Lee 

Deceased members of 2020 
Given by Emilie Stewart  
 

In memory of June Felix 
Given by Sue Polk 
Saints and Sinners Sunday school class 
Jo Gaston  
Ann Shelton 
Jim and Jane Randall 
Deborah and John Shannon 

In memory of Ted Carrithers 
Given by Ann Sullivan 

In memory of John L. O’Brien 
Given by Neva O’Brien, Lisa Raney and Andrea Eckert 

In memory of C.R. and Jacqueline Dudley (parents of Chuck Dudley) 
Given by Bill and Bernard Cluck 
Kay Provus 
Latt and Terri Bachelor 
Scott and Terri Seller 
Don and Mary Ann Schnipper 
Joyce Whitfield 

In memory of Lee Neeley ( brother of Susan Cook) 
Given by Emilie Stewart 
 

In memory of Helen Carlisle (mother of Julie Twyford) 
Given by Seeker Sunday school class 
Joyce Whitfield 
Don Twyford 
 

In memory of Bobbie Troutman 
Given by Geraldine Moss and Family 

In memory of Betty Webb (grandmother of Tom Pierce) 
Given by Tom and Stacy Pierce 
 

In memory of Paul Cluck (grandson of Bill and Bernard 
Cluck) 
Given by Bill and Bernard Cluck 
Bill and Sue Pearcy 
 

In memory of Mary Passmore (granddaughter of Ed and 

Charleen Copeland 

Given by Jo Gaston 

In memory of Carolyn Wall  

Given by James and Beverly Farrell 

In honor of John Crenshaw 
Given by Tom and Nancy Petillo 
 

In honor of Rev. and Mrs. David Wilson 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 

In honor of Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Smith 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 

In honor of Dr. Bobby Muldoon 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 

In  honor of Benny and Wyonne Swafford 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington  
 

In honor of Fred and Anne Swafford 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 

In honor of Dr. and Mrs. Tim English 
Given by Jim and Janet Tarkington 
 

In honor of Church Staff 
Given by Ann Shelton 
 

In honor of Beverly Ferrell, Ann Felsted, Karen Gibbs, 
Becky Jeter, JoAnn McGeorge, Sue Pearcy, Emilie Stewart,  
Carol Thomason, Patricia Tortorich, Phyllis Wittman and 
Sue Polk   Given by Ann Shelton,  
 
 

In honor of Karen Raley 
Given by Phillip Raley 
 

In honor of Jamie Lax  
Given by Ann Shelton 
 

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Don Schnipper,  
Given by Holly and John Haggard 
 

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Eric Jackson  
Given by Holly and John Haggard 
 

In honor of Dr. Bill Sorrels and Elizabeth Farris 
Given by Holly and John Haggard 
 

In honor of Arlean Rogers 100th birthday  

Given by Dr. and Mrs. Stuart Fleischner 

In honor of Mildred Smith 
Given by Bill and Bernard Cluck 
 

In honor of Jim and Janet Tarkington  
Given by David and Carolyn Wilson 
 

In Our Prayers: Our sympathy and prayers to the family of  Julie Twyford in the recent 
passing of her mother, Helen Carlisle, to the family of Leland Felix in the passing of his 
wife June Felix, to the family of Bill Allen in the passing of his nephew Ty Jordan, and to 
the family of Cindy Smith in the passing of her brother Blake Marsh. 3 
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Discipleship  

Rev. Teresa Holt |teresa.holt@yahoo.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 103 

Our church has access to Amplify media until January 

15, 2021.  Amplify is a multimedia platform that features 

thousands of videos you can use for study, reflection, 

worship and inspiration. Amplify has videos can be used in your small groups, Bible studies and, of 

course, in your own personal faith journey.  "Incarnation", our Advent study, is available, as well as many 

excellent resources.  You can access all of these videos anytime and on almost any device. To access 

your Amplify account, just follow these simple steps: Go to https://my.amplifymedia.com/

hotspringsfirstumchotsprings  Enter our Access Code:  RPXWZB  If you have any questions, Bill and Teresa 

are here to help. Feel free to get in touch with us at the church office (501)623-6668 and we will be hap-

py to answer any questions. 

UNEXPECTED JOY Small Group Studies 

 

READING A LETTER OF JOY: Paul's Encouraging Words to the Philippians – 

Led by J.J. Galloway Utilizing the Book of Philippians as well as other  

contemporary sources, this small group will dig into Paul’s  

encouragement to rejoice and remain steadfast despite life’s  

circumstances while he himself was in Prison.   

The Zoom Small Group will meet on Mondays, January 11 – February 8th,  

6:30 pm. 

LIVING JOY – Led by Bill Sardin                       

 A small group study designed to study further the 23rd Psalms with related 

stories and scripture from both the Old and New Testament.  Each week 

will correspond with the portion of the 23rd Psalm used in Worship.    

The Zoom Small Group will meet on Thursdays, January 7 – February 11th, 

2:30 pm.   

BOOK OF JOY – Led by Teresa Holt         

 In April 2015, Archbishop Tutu traveled to the Dalai Lama's home in Dharamsala, India, to celebrate His 

Holiness's eightieth birthday and to create what they hoped would be a gift for others. They looked back 

on their long lives to answer a single burning question: How do we find joy in the face of life's inevitable 

suffering?  They traded intimate stories, teased each other continually, and shared their spiritual practices. 

Our Bible study will interweave the 8 Pillars of Joy as promoted by Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama with 

Jesus’ Beatitudes.   

The Small Group Zoom will meet on Mondays, 10:00 am January 4 – February 1.   

 

If you are unable to attend at this time period, let us know and we will be glad to see if there are enough 

interested for an evening group.    

     FUMC Small Groups Winter 2021 

https://my.amplifymedia.com/hotspringsfirstumchotsprings
https://my.amplifymedia.com/hotspringsfirstumchotsprings
https://fumchsdiscipleship.wufoo.com/forms/pdy03b00ehquue/
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Outreach  
 

 

 

Thank you to Dale Kincheloe, for building  a 

wonderful new Blessing Box for our community.  It has been  

installed outside the church on Pratt St. We will have further 

details on supplies that are needed at a later date.  

Thanks to the congregation for your  generous giving to the  

Ingathering offering during November. Your gifts will help  

support local ministries and UMCOR and will give hope to 

those in need during the coming ear. Please continue to pray 

for our mission outreach and those in need of help and hope 

in these difficult times.  
 

If you would like to give to our Outreach mission, please send 

your gift to the church office, 1100 Central Ave Hot Springs, 

AR 71901 & designate for Ingathering or go online at 

Christmas Boxes of Hope 
Our Christmas "Boxes of Hope" were a huge success!!  Thanks to the tremendous financial support 

received from our congregation and the many hours of hard work from our  volunteers, we were 
able to provide 100 Boxes of Hope to those in need.  Each box contained enough food to serve 4-6 
people a special Christmas meal plus small games and toys, scarves, hats, and even a copy of the 

Gospel of Luke.  None of this would have been possible without your caring 
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Children’s Ministry  

Michelle Wilkins |mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130 

Sign up today for your FREE family night 

movie kit!  You will receive a list of family-

friendly movies with a scripture and virtue 

to correspond with each movie.  Snuggle 

up with your kids for a family movie night 

to SHARE JOY and to teach your kids a 

little more about what we believe as  

followers of Christ!  It’s a WIN-WIN!  Drive 

through pick up of your kit on Mon. or 

Tues, Jan. 4-5 from 3:15-5:00pm. 

Popcorn, hot cocoa with marshmallows, 

candy, scripture & movie list provided in 

your family kit! 

REGISTER HERE:  https://

childrens.wufoo.com/forms/family-

movie-kit/ 
   
     

                          UNEXPECTED “JOY KITS” MISSION PROJECT! 
 

Families can create "JOY KITS" at home this month for kids and 
adults who come to visit our food pantry, or to keep in their 
cars for the homeless.    
 

STEP 1:  Stop by a dollar store, Ollie’s, Walmart, etc… to  
purchase at least 5 or more of these inexpensive $1 gifts: 
 

Kids Kits: 1  ball, 1 puzzle, 1 *activity book, I salty snack, 1 
sweet snack/candy   (*Alternatives:  Stuffed animal, playdoh, 
Stickers & sticker books, coloring books & a box of crayons) 
 

Adult Kits: 1 pair of *fuzzy socks, 1 puzzle, 1 crossword  
puzzle book/activity book, 1 salty snack, 1 sweet snack/candy, 
1 Upper Room (provided by the church)  *Alternatives:  gloves 
or hat/scarf, deck of cards, hot cocoa & microwave popcorn 
packets 
 

STEP 2:  Wrap your gifts in a basket with cellophane and a  
ribbon, or create your own unique gift wrapping idea!   
 

STEP 3:  Take your completed JOY KIT(S) to the Church 
Breezeway on Tuesday, January 19th, to be passed out that 
day in our food pantry. If you are not able to meet that date & 
time please contact Michelle at (501) 318-3977 or share with a 
neighbor who has been shut-in, or make some to keep in your 
car to give to the homeless.  

https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/family-movie-kit/
https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/family-movie-kit/
https://childrens.wufoo.com/forms/family-movie-kit/


7 

Youth Ministry  

Shane Staton |thatshaneguy@gmail.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130 



First United Methodist Church 

1100 Central Avenue 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Traditional service https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live  

ConneXion service  https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live 

CONNECT WITH US (501) 623-6668 | www.fumchs.com 

https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live
https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live

