GRACE STEPS

THE STEPS WE TAKE TOGETHER IN OUR JOURNEY OF
FAITH.

We take seriously what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we are very intentional about what and how we teach our
children, youth and adults. Throughout our Sunday School and Small
Group Ministries, you will discover that we have thought through what is
taught and when and how it correlates to what we believe.
This is a compilation of what is taught in our children and youth programs
and the beliefs, goals and theology that underpins what is studied in our
small groups.
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STEP 1: LEARN THE FAITH
BIRTH - 5TH GRADE

Pre-K - Songs of Faith (Jesus Loves Me, The BIBLE, This Little Light of Mine, He’s Got the Whole World, etc.)
Kindergarten – Shema/Great Commandment (Deuteronomy 6, Matthew 22:37-39)
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor as you love yourself.
1st Grade – The Lord's Prayer and The Doxology
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
The Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
2nd Grade – John Wesley's 3 Simple Rules and the 12 Disciples of Jesus
3 Simple Rules
Do No Harm, Do Good, and Stay In Love with God
12 Disciples of Jesus
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James, Thaddaeus, Simon and Judas
3rd Grade – Books of the Bible and the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)
Ten Commandments
You must have no other gods before me.
Do not make an idol for yourself.
Do not use the Lord your God’s name as if it were of no significance.
Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
Do not kill.
Do not commit adultery.
Do not steal.
Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.
Do not desire anything that belongs to your neighbor.

4th Grade Great Commission (Matthew 28:19), Apostles Creed, and Gloria Patri
The Great Commission
Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you
every day until the end of this present age.
The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever
shall be. World, without end, Amen, Amen.
5th Grade – Grace and Means of Grace
Grace
Prevenient, Justifying, Sanctifying
Means of Grace
Prayer
Discipline and Fasting (Giving up Something that Separates you from God and others)
Bible Study
Fellowship (Hanging out with other Christians)
Worship (Communion)
Acts of Kindness and Compassion ("I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave
me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was
sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me." Matthew 25:35-36)

STEP 2: PROFESS & LIVE MY FAITH
6TH - 12TH GRADES

PROFESS MY FAITH

6TH GRADE CONFIRMATION

Basic Tenets of Faith
Our Beliefs
We are created in the Image of God and it is reflected in our diversity.
We live in a broken world and separate ourselves from God and each other (Sin).
God is always seeking to redeem us and the world and draw us to Godself and to each other (ultimate act of
Jesus Christ). We are made new through Jesus Christ.
God works in and through us, the church, and this world through the Holy Spirit.
The church is the instrument that Jesus Christ speaks and works through the world today.
The General Rules of the United Methodist Church are simple but not easy:
Do No Harm
Do Good – Matthew 25: 31-46
Practice the Means of Grace to stay in love with God (prayer, discipline/fasting, worship/communion, study
of scripture, fellowship with other Christians)
God’s Grace is all encompassing: Prevenient, Justifying, Sanctifying.
Prevenient Grace is grace given when we are unaware; Justifying Grace is grace that is received when we
are made aware of our sin and repent; and Sanctifying Grace is grace that is provided to develop maturity
in our love.
Scripture is read and understood through the lenses of tradition, experience and reason (personal and
corporate).
We worship God in community.
Sacraments are a tangible sign of an intangible grace of God.
Much of life is sacramental, but we celebrate two Sacraments:
Baptism (Infant, Adult, and Baptismal Remembrance)
Communion, which is God’s table and therefore open to all.
We live a life of holiness, through God’s grace, that is both personal and social and that glorifies God.
God works in our lives to make us Perfect in Love (Deuteronomy 6:4-5/Leviticus19:18 and The Great
Commandment).

Our Covenant as Members
We renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of the world, and repent of our sin;
We accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression;
We confess Jesus Christ as Savior, put our whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him as our Lord;
We remain a faithful member of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s representative in the world;
We will be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church and do all in our power to strengthen its
ministries;
We will faithfully participate in its ministries by our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness;
We receive and profess the Christian faith as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments.
We profess our belief in the established creeds (i.e. Apostles Creed)

PROFESS MY FAITH

7TH - 9TH GRADES

God's Kingdom is different from the world's kingdom.
How do I understand what I believe? (My connection to God)
How do I share and grow with others in my faith? (My connection to others)
How do I profess my faith with others outside my church? (My connection to the world)

LIVE MY FAITH

10TH - 12TH GRADES

Personal and Social Holiness in a Diverse Culture
Growing deeper in my relationship with God through Prayer. (My connection to God)
Growing deeper in my understanding of God and being able to own and live out of what I believe.
Willingness to share my understanding of God and my faith both in words and actions.
Willingness to listen and allow others to share their faith. (My connections to others and to the world)

STEP 3: GROW IN MY FAITH
ADULTHOOD

Practice the General Rules and therefore grow more perfect in love with God and others
Do no harm
Do good
Practice the Means of Grace (Practice the Presence of God) through Study of Scripture
Prayer
Discipline and Fasting (Giving up Something that Separates you from God and others)
Worship and Holy Communion
Christian Conferencing (Practice the Presence of Jesus with Others)

