
Bill Ruins 1 & 2 Peter  Week 5 

1 Peter 4 
Chapter Outline: 

I. Separation from Gentile Way of Life 4:1-6 
II. Love Within the Community  4:7-11 
III. Suffering as Judgment  4:8-19 

 

Separation from Gentile Way of Life  Chapter 4:1-6 
 

Discussion: 

1. What do you think it means that “for whoever has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin”? 
(4:1) 

2. What is Peter asking us to do when we live “no longer by human desires but by the will of God”? 
(4:2) 

3. What do you think Peter means by “ the gospel was proclaimed even to the dead, so that, 
though they had been judged in the flesh as everyone is judged, they might live in the spirit as 
God does”? (4:6) 

 

Love Within the Community: Chapter 4:7-11 
 

Similar Passage: 
1 Peter 4:10-11 

10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you 
has received. 11 Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves 
must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Romans 12:6-8 

6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, 
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the 
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 



 

Discussion: 
1. Why would we need to be serious and discipline ourselves for the sake of our prayers? (4:7) 
2. How does “love cover a multitude of sins”? (4:8) 
3. What does hospitality mean to you? (4:9) 
4. Why should the one speaking speak, “as one speaking the very words of God”? (4:11) 

 

Suffering as Judgment: Chapter 4:12-19 

 

Old Testament References: 
Proverbs 11:31 (4:18) 

If the righteous are repaid on earth, 
    how much more the wicked and the sinner! 

 

Discussion: 
1. What do you think Peter means by “test” in verse 12? 
2. Why would Peter tell us to rejoice in our suffering? (4:13) 
3. What is the difference in the kinds of suffering that Peter talks about in verses 14 and 15? 
4. Can you spot what is biblically unique about verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


