
August 2020 

Friends, 
 

I know you are praying for each other and our community as we navigate these days of the global pandemic.  Thank you 
for the kind expressions of concern and support for our pastors and church staff during these past several months.  Your prayers 
and words of encouragement have given us the boost we need to keep on striving for excellence in ministry.  Please keep the  
prayers coming, we are praying for you as well. 
 

Here is an update on the status of re-launching our church.  We use the word, re-launch, instead of re-open because the 
church has never closed.  We continue to offer ministry for adults, children, and youth. We worship every Sunday, offering both a 
traditional and contemporary experience. Our outreach feeding ministry is thriving, and Sunday School classes are staying in  
contact through various means.  Our finances are holding steady, and the church campus is being beautifully maintained by our 
facilities staff. The church, the body of Christ, is alive and well!  Our campus may be closed, but ministry and worship continue 
to the glory of God!   
 

The First United Methodist Re-launch Team met last week to discuss the current situation.  The Re-launch Team,  
comprised of church elected leaders, medical professionals, laity, and pastoral staff, are charged with weighing the options for the 
church in re-launching and making recommendations to the Board of Trustees.  The Board of Trustees hold the authority to  
declare the church facilities open to in-person events.  After prayer and much discussion, the Re-launch Team was uncomfortable 
in recommending the church facilities re-open to in-person events, including worship.  With the increased numbers of positive 
COVID-19 cases in Garland County, the Re-launch Team decided the risk of in-persons events would be too great at this time. 
 

The Re-launch Team approved a Church Re-launch Survey to be made available to the congregation to gauge the  
congregation’s comfort (or discomfort) in returning to in-person events in the near future.  We began Monday, July 27th,  sending 
a link to the survey that it is on the church website, www.fumchs.com, and the First United Methodist Church Facebook page.   
Additionally, we will send survey links via text, and provide hard copies to those who request it.  Please call the church office if 
you would like a hard copy of the survey.  All surveys must be completed by close of business, Friday, August 7th.  Results of the 
survey will be compiled and shared first with the Re-launch Team.  This will be one of the resources the Re-launch Team uses to 
make its  recommendation to the Board of Trustees.  A church re-launch plan will be submitted to the Board of Trustees by the 
Re-launch Team at the appropriate time.  This plan will also be submitted to the district superintendent for input and  
recommendations.   
 

Please be assured, everyone wants to gather again for worship and ministry in our beautiful church.  Our pastors and staff 
miss you terribly, but we want everyone to be as safe as possible.  Bishop Gary Mueller continues to issue guidance for the 
churches and pastors of the Arkansas Conference.  He is guided by input from his own task force (of which I was the chairperson 
through June 30), advice from medical professionals, and the Governor’s Taskforce, of which he is an appointed member.   
Bishop Mueller advises churches to go slow in returning to in-person worship and events.  
 

John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, penned, “Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living.” These rules have 
stood the test of time: 1) Do no harm. 2) Do good. 3) Attend upon all the ordinances of God (or stay in love with God).  Wise 
words indeed for such a time as this.  
 

May God bless you.  Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay in love with God! 

Rev. J. J. Galloway 
Senior Pastor 

http://www.fumchs.com


Counting Our Blessings  
Cyndee Metcalf |cmetcalf@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext 102  

2 

As we came to the end of the first half of a very unusual year, the Church found itself in a solid financial position, and for that we 
say THANK YOU!!  Thank you to everyone who has continued to financially support the church during a time when we couldn't  
worship together, have Sunday School or small groups, hold retirement celebrations, or even welcome our new pastor in person.  
Thank you for embracing a new 'digital' way of worship and understanding the challenges, and expense, those  endeavors entail.  
Thank you for utilizing our online method of giving and for recognizing the convenience it brings.  Thank you for supporting our  
clergy and lay staff as we navigate uncharted waters and find new ways of connecting.  Thank you to those brave volunteers who 
don masks and gloves each week while serving food at our Open Arms Food Pantry and thank you to those who continue to give 
generously to this important mission.  Thank you, all!  We couldn't do this without you!!   
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 501-623-6668 or e-mail cmetcalf@fumchs.com.  If you would like to sign up 
for online giving, please go  to the church website at fumchs.com and click on the GIVE button at the top of the screen.  From there, 
you will be directed to the giving portal where you'll simply click SIGN IN to get started.  First time users will be asked to register  
their account and add payment information.  Once that's done, go to the GIVE NOW tab where you can make a  
one-time gift, recurring gifts, pledged offerings, and much more. 

BUDGET REPORT 
January thru June   

Year to Date 
Budget   Annual Budget  

Income       

 Pledged Offerings $509,180.58   $470,000.00   $1,011,000.00  

 Non-Pledged Offerings $179,625.98   $215,000.00   $495,000.00  

 All other budgeted giving $54,690.35    $35,350.00    $121,500.00  

Total Income $743,496.91    $720,350.00    $1,627,500.00  

Expense       

 Apportionments (Conference support) $90,259.56   $97,584.98   $213,230.00  

 Salaries/Related Expenses $346,149.51   $386,400.00   $775,900.00  

 Church Administration $203,401.38   $277,050.46   $567,729.00  

 Ministry Programs $26,080.17    $35,549.94    $69,900.00  

Total Expense $665,890.62    $796,585.38    $1,626,759.00  

NET INCOME $77,606.29   ($76,235.38)  $741.00  

             

MISSION / MEMORIAL REPORT 
January thru June    

Receipts 
  

January thru June  
Disbursements 

 Missions (Restricted Funds) $32,710.16   $33,745.36  

  Memorials $29,025.60    $400.13  

              

PROPERTY LOAN REPORT 
January thru June       

Payments (P&I)   

Loan Balance as of                
June 30, 2020 

                 Property Loan $56,791.82   $1,277,637.15  

    
(Original Principal Balance - 
$1,594,420.53) 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE  Our Congregational Care Team is 

Here for You!  Our pastoral staff, Stephen Ministers, Hospital  

Visitation Team, Congregational Care Team, Knitwits Group, 

and prayer team are here to stay in touch, pray for you, and 

provide a listening ear.  If you know of someone who is sick, 

grieving the loss of a loved one, experiencing trauma, or has 

other needs, please let us know.  Our congregational care is 

only as good as the communication between you and our 

staff.  Feel free to contact Teresa at tholt@arumc.org.   
 

                            Prayer concerns can be sent  directly to the pastoral staff or to prayer@ fumchs.com.  
 

Discipleship  

Rev. Teresa Holt |teresa.holt@yahoo.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 103 
 

     Operation Connect 

Due to Covid, our congregation is experiencing anxiety and stress 

over the additional burdens of work combined with child care; 

overwhelming decisions that need to be made daily for our  

families safety; all-consuming loneliness that comes with  

quarantine and the need to be safely distanced for our health; 

and job and financial situations have put an emotional and  

physical strain on our families.  
 

                                 Your church is there for you! 

Our Stephen Ministers are trained to be a listening ear and pray for 

you during this time of stress and/or loneliness.  If you would like a 

Stephen Minister, contact Teresa or one of the pastors (Teresa.holt@arumc.org) and we will find that person 

to walk alongside you.  
 

If you have prayer needs or know of someone who is in need of prayer, please let the prayer team know at  

prayer@fumchs.com.  Your prayer team and pastoral staff wants to pray for you. If you, or someone you 

know is ill, in the hospital, or suffering the loss of a loved one, contact Teresa at Teresa.holt@arumc.org.  We 

want to pray for you and be in contact with your during this time. 
  

We will be contacting as many of our congregation in the coming months as we can.   You will probably  

receive a phone call, with someone asking how you are doing and if you have prayer concerns.  We are all 

in this together, and as a church family, we care about you.  

                                   But don’t wait for us to contact you first, if you are in need, let us know!  

                                     STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

Our Stephen Ministers are still in ministry, albeit in a  

different way.  They are utilizing phone conversations and 

other forms of communication to those who are hurting.   

We are meeting by Zoom conference in July to continue 

to help and encourage each other.  If you know of  

someone who is in need of a listening ear and who is  

going through a hard time, contact Teresa at the church 

office (501-623-6668,ext. 103).   

Our Stephen Ministers go through extensive year long 

training as well as continuing education to provide a lay ministry of presence with others.  It is not  

necessary that the care receiver be a church member and strict confidentially is observed. 

mailto:tholt@arumc.org
mailto:Teresa.holt@arumc.org
mailto:prayer@fumchs.com
mailto:Teresa.holt@arumc.org
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Special Gifts & Memorials 

In memory of Sonny Gaston 
Given by Byron Jackson 
Peggy Clark 
Peggy Crossley 
Brooks and Marilyn Rice 
John and Deborah Shannon 
Jeff and Cynthia Purnell 
Terry and Donna Kent 
Sara Roberson 
William and Adella Pedigo 
Jim and Judie Townley 
Tom and Nancy Vandegrift 
Cindy and Clyde Kingery 
Patricia Tortorich 
Bill and Sue Pearcy 
Jacquelyn Hammerstein 
 

In memory of E.B. Sullivan 
Given by Gingia and  Gwen Yerger 
 

In Memory Herbert Freeman (Father of Debbie White) 
Given by Peggy Clark 
 

In memory of Neil Thornton 
Given by Susan Cook 
 

In memory of Paul Cluck (Grandson of Bill and Bernard Cluck) 
Given by Susan Cook 
John and Deborah Shannon 
Sara Roberson 
Weenie French 
 

In Memory of Bob Mathis 
Given  by Susan Cook  
Craig and Tracy Keaton 
Weenie French 
John Homer and Karen Wright 
 

In memory of Osie Watson 
Given by Ron and LaDell Looper 
 

In memory of Al Lynch  
Given by Ron and LaDell Looper 
 

In memory of Bob Bumgardner (father of Rev. Teresa Holt ) 
Given by Mike and Ruby Bush 
Erwin and Priscilla Cook 
Carolyn Watts 

In memory of Sybil Laing 
Given by Stacy Landfair Pomeroy 
Cherry Landfair 
 

In memory of  Geraldine (Gerry) Wright ( mother 
of Tracy Keaton) 
Given by Carolyn Watts 
 

In memory of Ted Carrithers 
Given by  Ann Shelton 
Jim and Judie Townley 
Don and Mary Ann Schnipper 
Tom and Nancy Vandegrift 
Progressive Club of HS 
David and Rynne Belk 
Ann Felsted 
John and Lynda Burford 
Julie Twyford 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Hamm 
Bill and Bernard Cluck 
Susan Cook 
Julie Johnson  
Kristin and  Gretchen Kaufman 
Patricia Tortorich 
Bill and Judi Creason 
Bill and Sue Pearcy 
Tom and Nancy Petillo 
Wayne Ranson 
Hal and Mitzi Bass 
Weenie French and Family 
Kirby and Clare Williams 
J.R. and Sheila Burroughs 
Friendship Sunday school class 
Bonnie McDonald 
 
In honor of Eddie Downig 
Given by Gladys Watson 
 

In honor of Rev. David Moseley 
Given by Mike and Ruby Bush 
 

In honor of Mildred Smith 
Given by Harold III, Dawn and Melody Duke 
 

In honor of Candy Poirier 
Given by Weenie French 
 
In honor of Ann Carrithers  
Given by Tom and Nancy Petillo 

In Our Prayers: Christian sympathy to Ann Carrithers & family in the recent  

passing of her husband, Ted Carrithers. Christian sympathy to the families of  Brian and Randy 

Hill in the recent passing of their mother, Nelta Hill. Christian sympathy to Martha Lowry and  

family in the recent passing of her mother, Jo Bray. Christian sympathy to Keith and Monica Scott  

and family in the recent passing of his father, Gene Scott. Christian sympathy to Susan Cook and 

family in the recent passing of her brother, Lee Neeley. 



 

   5            

Children’s Ministry  

Michelle Wilkins |mwilkins@fumchs.com | 501.623.6668 ext. 130 



First United Methodist Church 

1100 Central Avenue 

Hot Springs, AR 71901 

CONNECT WITH US (501) 623-6668 | www.fumchs.com  

Traditional service https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live  

ConneXion service  https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live 

https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/traditional-live
https://www.fumchs.com/livestream/connexion-live

