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Gospel Life - Week 3: New Identity 
 
1. Exploration – what is our new identity? 
 
Where do most people today find their identity?  
 
Where, or in who or what, do you mostly find your identity? 
 
Is it true that most people think that what we DO or FEEL makes us who we ARE? 
What are the problems with living like this?  
 
[it eventually crushes us under the weight of expectation it can’t meet, it becomes idolatry and 
is not how God sees us] 
 

 
2. Meditation - what is our new identity? 
 
Look up these verses and discuss what they say about our new identity -  
	

§ 2 Cor 6:18	
§ Heb 2:10-18	
§ Matt 20:26-28	
§ Acts 1:8	
§ Gal 4:4-7, Rom 8:15-17	
§ John 13:12-15	
§ Phil 2:3-8	

	
3. Transformation – what is our new identity? 
	
Before coming to Christ, what was your identity and self-worth mostly shaped by? 
 
Do you constantly feel like you need to please God or are you able to enjoy God?  
 
If Jesus has done everything needed to pay the penalty for your sin and secure the 
Father’s love for you, what should you/can you now do? 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus died so we might be restored to a right relationship with his Father, back being 
part of his people, his family, as he originally intended.  
 
It is Jesus who pursues, secures and maintains our place in the family of God. As 
redeemed people, ‘adoption’ is part of the power of the gospel and gift we receive by 
grace. It’s all about Jesus.  
 
The Bible teaches that if we are in Christ, the gospel has made us part of a family of 
missionary servants, sent into the world to serve as disciples who make disciples. 
This is who we are. This is our new gospel identity. We are redeemed people. 
 
The more we understand and believe this to be true, the more our lives will be 
transformed and the more freedom, peace, joy and purpose we will find in life.   
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Read Ephesians 1:3-14 – list and discuss all the things you’ve inherited as a brother 
or sister of Jesus? 
 
What changes in your heart when you think of God as your perfectly patient and 
loving Father – who chose you before the beginning of time – and who pursues you 
to enjoy Him and live for Him? 
 
Where do you normally go, or what do you do for strength and renewal so you can 
serve and love others?  
 
Read Romans 8:9-11 – how does knowing you have the Holy Spirit, that you’re filled 
with the same power that raised Christ from the dead, encourage you to live in your 
new identity? 
 
If you believe in Jesus but you don’t think or feel like you have the presence of the 
Holy Spirit living with you, stop and pray that God would fill you with his Holy Spirit. 
Read Matt 3:11; Eph 5:18; 2 Cor 13:5. 
 

When Jesus gave us the privilege and call to make disciples and baptize them (Matt 
28:19) he was inviting us to help people find a new identity. 
 
To become a Christian is to enter into a relationship with God as our Father, to find a new 
family, both eternally and right now. 
 
Following the example of Jesus, the Son, we live as servants in the world. As he served, 
we too should serve. 
 
Jesus sent his disciples into the world, promising that the Holy Spirit would fill them and 
lead them. We now have the same Spirit living within us, sending us out as missionaries 
into the world. Jesus said, “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” [John 20:21]   
 
Our new identity in Christ makes us a family of missionary servants, sent as disciples 
who make disciples.  
 
We often miss the full meaning of this baptism statement, but in one short sentence Jesus 
laid out the entire picture of this new identity we’ve entered into:   
 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit…” – Matt 28:19 
 
Baptism isn’t magic or just some ancient ritual; it’s a sign and symbol of our new birth into 
Christ and a statement of our new identity. This is who we are today. As disciples our 
identity comes from the fullness of our God who is three-in-one.   
 
Knowing our identity in Christ leads us to live in new, fulfilling and exciting ways, ways in 
which God intends for us, following Jesus, abiding and feeding on him, to find green 
pastures and have abundant life [Jn 10:7-10]. 
 
Following God, being a disciple, is not about what you DO, but who you ARE; it’s not 
about DOING but about BEING. You don’t have to do it, you get to do it!  
 
A bird is not a bird because it can fly; it flies because it’s a bird, it gets to fly! 
A fish is not a fish because it can swim; it swims because it’s a fish, it gets to swim! 
 
It’s the same with our new identity. We live in new ways and do different things as 
Christians not because we have to but because we’re new people, redeemed people. As 
the gospel changes our hearts, our lives follow. We’re not loved because of what WE DO; 
we’re loved because of what JESUS DID. This great love motivates us to want to live for 
Him and in the new identity He’s given us. 
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4. Explanation – what is our new identity?	 
 
Read Col 1:11-14, Eph 2:1-6 and 2 Cor 5:14-21 – how do these verses explain our 
new identity? 	
 
5. Community – what is our new identity?		
 
Our identity in Christ is an identity best understood and expressed in community. It is 
when we live and work together in a bond of love and unity that all parts of Jesus’ 
body (the church) come together into a glorious display of what he is like.  
 
In fact, we can’t become mature disciples of Jesus apart from a gospel-centred 
community that is living life on mission. That’s because a community that does not 
have the gospel and mission as its centre and purpose is just another group or club.  
 
It’s only as we do ‘life on life’ ‘life in community’ and ‘life on mission’ that our true 
need for him and the gospel comes out in greater ways. The Holy Spirit uses these 
experiences, and each part of the body, to help conform us to Christ. This is how true 
discipleship happens. Not in a classroom, but in a family of missionary servants.   
 
Family Identity 
 
“We don’t GO to church…we ARE the church.”  
 
How do you feel about this statement? Is this a new idea for you? 

 
How does your understanding of church change when we think of it as the 
people/family not the destination/buildings? 
 
What do you normally do with your family or what are the signs of a healthy family? 
What might change if we really lived like church was a family?  
 
What do people need help with? Are there real and tangible ways you can love one 
another and seek to bear one another’s burdens – [while encouraging each other to 
carry our own load – Gal 6:2,5]? 
 

 
6. Action – what is our new identity?		
	
Missionary Identity 
 
What do overseas missionaries usually do to prepare for the mission field? 
 

When we pursue restored relationships we display the reconciliation, love and 
forgiveness of that the gospel brings. 
 
Is there anyone in our church community that you feel estrangement from or slight 
tension with? Consider meeting up with them to talk it over or apologize or write them a 
note of affirmation. 
 
Jesus calls us to love our enemies. Who can you bless or serve this week that has put 
you down or belittled you in the past? Serving those who’ve offended us, or who we’ve 
offended, is a beautiful display of the gospel.  
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What can you do to prepare for your everyday mission? What would change in your 
life if you thought, lived and acted like a missionary? 
 
Who in your life seems to be open to having deeper relationship, deeper 
conversation or seems to be searching for meaning and truth?  
 
What missionary guidelines do we get from Col 4:2-6? 
 
Who, from outside our church family, could you (or a group of you) have a coffee or 
meal with in the next week? Just 1 out of around 28 possibilities! 
 
Commit to praying and seeking ‘Col 4 open door opportunities’ and sharing a 
coffee/meal with at least 5 people in your neighborhood or network, over the next 
month.  
 
Servant Identity 
 
How/why is serving others such a strong display of the gospel? See 1 John 4:7-12 
 
How would taking the posture of a servant change the way you interacted with the 
following people (try to be specific, list a couple of ideas on how you could 
increasingly live out your identity as a servant): 
 

§ Friends? 
§ Parents? 
§ Co-workers? 
§ Neighbors? 
§ Spouse, if married? 
§ Children, if you have them? 
§ Leaders? 

 

 
 
Pray to close. 

We’ve learnt that the reason for our salvation was to make us disciples of Jesus who make 
disciples, so more and more people would live for the glory of God. 
 
As we seek to live for Jesus, through the power of the gospel, we’re being redeemed and 
transformed into a fuller, richer representation of the image of God, our true identity. 
 
This new, true identity, is fully expressed in our baptism statement set out in Jesus’ Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:18-20:  
 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Being baptised into the name of the triune God, is a family of missionary servants, sent as 
disciples who make disciples.  
 
Next week we’ll learn how to live out this gospel identity with gospel intentionality in the everyday 
rhythms of life.   
 


