
 God’s Family   

 

 

 

 1 

 

Deep Blue At Home with God 
 

Before You Teach 
The third chapter of Matthew begins, “in those days 

John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea 

announcing, ‘Change your hearts and lives!  Here comes 

the kingdom of heaven!’”  Matthew made it sound as if 

John came out of nowhere.  However, we know from the 

account in Luke’s Gospel that John was the child born to 

Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age.  Even before 

his birth, Zechariah and Elizabeth were told John would 

be filled with the Holy Spirit and he would turn many 

people to God.  Luke also wrote that Elizabeth was 

Mary’s relative, making John the Baptist and Jesus 

related.  The Bible doesn’t reveal if John and Jesus knew 

each other as children. 

 

John grew up and went to live in the wilderness 

wearing camel’s hair, eating locusts and wild honey, and 

exhorting people to acknowledge their sin and accept God’s forgiveness.  John encouraged 

people to be baptized in the Jordan River to symbolize that they had changed their hearts 

and lives.  One day, as John was going about the business of baptizing people, Jesus came 

from Nazareth to be baptized by John.  As Jesus came out of the water, the heavens opened, 

the Spirit descended on him like a dove, and a voice from heaven claimed Jesus as God’s 

Son.  Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his ministry.  God claimed Jesus as God’s Son, 

then Jesus began preaching and teaching people how God wanted them to live. 

 

In our church, the entire family and church family of the person being baptized makes a 

commitment to teach, love, and nurture that person in faith.  We are a part of God’s family.  

Baptism is a symbol that shows you are a part of God’s family.   

 

 

 

 

God’s Family 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Unit Memory Verse: 
 A voice from heaven 

said, “This is my Son, 

whom I dearly love; I 

find happiness in him.”  

Matthew 3:17 
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Activity Sheets 

• For younger elementary kids – print out the coloring page “John baptizes Jesus” and 

“Come to the River” Art. 
• For older elementary kids – print out “Jesus Is Baptized” crossword puzzle. 

• Encourage children to follow the journaling prompt to complete the activities. 

SAY: We are all a part of God’s family! 

 

Sacred Conversation 
Ask a few wondering questions. 

ASK: I wonder: 

• How did you help someone this week? 

• What are you grateful for? 

• Was there a difficult part of your week, and what made it better? 

• Have you been baptized or witnessed a baptism? 

 

Hear and See the Bible Story 
• Read the Bible story together – Matthew 3:13-17 

• Watch the Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) animated video. 

ASK:  How does it make you feel to know you are a part of God’s family? 

 
Tell the children the memory verse,  “A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 

dearly love; I find happiness in him.”  

Matthew 3:17 

• Invite the children to say the Bible verse with you. 

 

Shell  (Art) 
SAY:  Today we learned about baptism and how we are all a part of God’s family.  As a 

reminder of baptism, we will learn how to draw a shell. Shells are an important symbol 

of baptism and are used to scoop the water and drip water on a person’s head.   

• Have your child(ren) follow the easy steps on the next page to draw a shell. 
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Bless 
SAY:  In today’s story, Jesus was baptized.  What a special story of God’s love for each of us! 
 
Pray: Dear God, thank you for the example of Jesus’ baptism.  May we always know we are 
children of god. Amen 
 
 

 


