
WAS MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD? 

 
Mary was the _______ of _______ 

 
Biblical Testimony 
 
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
 
Matthew 1:20-25  …Joseph... do not fear to take Mary as your wife… She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” …When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not 
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
Mark 3:21-25 …And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they sent to him and called him. And a crowd was sitting around 
him, and they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.”… 
 
Luke 1:26-36 …”Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end”… 
 
John 19:25-27 …But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” … 
 
 
 

Jesus is ____________ and ____________ 
Biblical Testimony 
Jesus is _______________ 
Human qualities 

• Jesus grew in _____, and stature, and favor with God and man (Luke 2:52). 
• He experienced ______ (Matt. 4:2), thirst (John 19:28), and ______(John 4:6). 
• He died on the cross (John 19:34). 
• Jesus experienced _______ He loved (Mark 10:21; John 11:3; 13:23); He had compassion (Matt. 9:36; 

14:14; 15:32; 20:34); He was ________ and troubled (Matt. 26:37); He also experienced _______ (John 
15:11; 17:13; Heb. 12:2). He could be angry and grieved with people (Mark 3:5), and even indignant (Mark 
10:14).1 

Scripture warns about _________Jesus’ humanity 

• 1 John 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh is from God 

• 2 John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus 
Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 

Jesus is Truly God 

• The name _______ is attributed to Christ in Isaiah 9:6. 
• Jesus identifies himself as ________  _______ Matt. 22:44 
• Jesus’ claim to the “____  ____” title of God in John 8:48 
• Jesus possessed attributes of deity, and was God in flesh (Col. 1:19; 2:9) 

 
 

 

 
1 For more see Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013), 647. 



Historical Understanding 
Nicene Creed 

We believe … in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; 
who for us and for our salvation 
came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.2 

 
 

Two ________ are United in One _______ 
Biblical Testimony 

• Helps us understand the relationship between Christ’s humanity and divinity. 
• Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 

you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 
Historical Understanding 

• Alexandrian School – Stressed the ______ of the ________ 
• Antiochene School – Stressed the _________of the _________ 
• Heresies 

o Eutychianism – Blending of the _________ 
o Nestorianism – Separating Natures into Two ___________ 

• Chalcedonian Definition (451) 
• [We also teach] that we apprehend this one and only Christ—Son, Lord, only-begotten—in two natures; 

[and we do this] without confusing the two natures, without transmuting one nature into the other, without 
dividing them into two separate categories, without contrasting them according to area or function.… 
Instead, the ‘properties’ of each nature are conserved and both natures concur in one ‘person’ and in one 
hypostasis.”3 

 

4 
Mary was the ______ of _____ 

 
What this means 

• To deny this is to separate Jesus into two ___________. 
• To affirm this is also to affirm that  _______ died on the Cross. 
• This is about ___________ not _____________ 
• We can’t change theology to try to guard against its ___________. 

 
2 As quoted in Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012), 175. 
3 As quoted in Daniel J. Treier, Introducing Evangelical Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic: A Division of Baker Publishing Group, 
2019), 183. Greek words removed. 
4 Grapic from Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology: Core Doctrines for Christian Disciples (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2012), 180. 


