
 

 

 

 

 

 

3/13/2020 

FBC Coronavirus Update 
 

As the situation concerning coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to develop, we have been monitoring the 
situation adjusting our plans as the situation keeps changing. Our desire is to continue to fulfill the mission 
and purpose of our church while also caring about the physical health of our people and our community. 
Our response plans changed last night when Governor Whitmer ordered the closing of all K-12 schools until 
April 6. At that time we knew that we would need to cancel most regular programming but we hoped to 
keep meeting at the 11 AM service with precautions. Our corporate worship time is incredibly important and 
we know from Hebrews 10:25 that we ought not to forsake gathering together for worship and mutual 
encouragement.  
 
However, our response plans changed again today when Governor Whitmer issued a ban on all events with 
250 people or more, including religious gatherings, through April 5. At the Board meeting last night, we 
agreed that if there was an official ban we would respect our governing authorities and comply in this 
situation. As Romans 13:1 teaches us, we should obey our governing authorities unless of course it would 
mean disobeying God. In this case, this ban is a temporary measure for the good of public health. Complying 
with this is the right thing to do out of obedience to God, love for neighbor, and our public witness.  
 
Therefore, all live gatherings will be canceled for this Sunday, March 15. This includes Breakfast Café, 
Sunday School, the 11:00 AM service, and the “Bot Battles” outreach event that was planned for Sunday 
night. We hope that we can reschedule “Bot Battles” later at a more appropriate time. 
 
Further, all Wednesday programming is canceled until Easter. God willing we will be able to resume 
Wednesday programming on April 15. Breakfast Café, Sunday School, and the PM service will also be 
canceled through Easter. Any other gathering with 100 or more people will also be canceled. Some smaller 
events may continue.  
 
This Sunday, March 15, we will release the new sermon for Luke 22:31-46 on video online at 9:00 AM for 
family worship. This weekend’s message has the title “Thy Will Be Done.” It covers Jesus’ prediction of 
Peter’s denial as well as Jesus sweating drops of blood while praying in the Garden before His arrest. Please 
gather in your homes for family worship, family prayer, and to watch our Sunday sermon together. We will 
stay on track with our series in the Book of Luke so that we reach the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter 
Sunday. We will post this video on our Facebook page as well as fbcmiddleville.net. 
 
Church leadership is discussing the possibility of offering TWO smaller identical Sunday AM services 
starting March 22. This is a possible way of complying with the ban but still gathering together. We would 
still take precautions such as not shaking hands, not passing an offering plate, and holding doors open. 
Those who are sick should not attend. Those who are especially vulnerable to the virus should consider the 
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wisdom of not attending in person. We also hope to have the ability to live stream the service by next week 
for those who shouldn’t attend in person. We will let you know next week if this plan will work. Of course, 
things are constantly changing and we don’t know if this will be possible.  
 
May I ask you to please consider your financial stewardship during this time. It will be difficult for the church 
if giving drops off significantly over the next few weeks. Thank you for being faithful in the support of your 
church and our mission together. Because regular giving is important this may be a good time for you to 
consider setting up online giving. You can set that up on the church website at fbcmiddleville.net/giving. 
Your offerings can also be mailed to the church or dropped off during office hours.  
 
I especially appreciate the wisdom of Pastor Nick and the Board of Deacons as we have wrestled through 
these challenges together. We will continue to monitor the situation and take the steps that we believe are 
appropriate as the situation changes. Thank you to so many of you who I know have been praying for God to 
grant us wisdom and guidance. We continue to need it.  
 
Please be in prayer for those in our community who are impacted by this virus physically and economically. 
Pray for discernment and skill for President Trump, Governor Whitmer, health care workers, and other 
government officials as they deal with this crisis. Pray that God in His mercy would cause this pandemic to 
end soon with minimal loss of life. Also pray for the Lord to open your eyes to the good you can do for your 
neighbors during this time.  
 
God is in control. From our point of view none of this is ideal. But God has a plan and He will use this for His 
glory and our good. He will teach us many things through this. We are not in control but He is. We will serve 
our neighbors and we will trust in the Lord. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Dr. Nate Archer  
Senior Pastor – First Baptist Church of Middleville 
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