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BIG IDEA OF THE SERMON

Worship involves a personal AND collective response.

JUMP START

FOR EVERYONE: Choose a picture from the Life Group Story Cards which best describes your household on
Sunday mornings as you get ready to worship at Summit Church.

 

BUILDING COMMUNITY

 

Before the next section of the group discussion, click on the video to hear a songLIFE GROUP LEADERS: 
that will focus the group in for an in-depth discussion of Isaiah 6...OR...ask someone in the group to read
Isaiah 6:1-5.

In the presence of God the seraphim cried out, "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord Almighty." As mentioned in the
sermon today, the seraphim's repeated expression of God's holiness reminds us today that God is separate
in being from his creation. These words rightly communicate that God is distinct and set apart form the
world over which he reigns.

 Isaiah was not the first person in the Old Testament to see God’s glory which reflects HisFOR THE GROUP:
holiness. Together, let's list other Old Testament men and women had similar experiences:

1. 

2.

3. 

How do their experiences compare to Isaiah’s? (Consider Exodus 16:1-10 and Exodus 40:34-35 to start)
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How would you describe and illustrate God's holiness to (choose one): a 3rd grader, a blindFOR EVERYONE: 
person, a housewife with toddlers, an atheist, a farmer, a banker. 

[Life Group Leaders facilitate discussion]

Have a volunteer read Matthew 6:9.LIFE GROUP LEADERS: 

The word hallowed means “to make holy” or “to set apart.” In His prayer, Jesus asked the Father to set apart
His name because the Father deserves to be set apart and receive glory for His greatness. God’s holiness
and greatness should lead us to worship, just as Isaiah was led to worship in light of God’s holiness.

Why do you think Jesus begin praying by telling God to make His name holy? How is GodFOR EVERYONE: 
being holy a good thing for us?

The Lord’s Prayer begins with addressing God as our Father, which conveys the idea of intimacy. What is the
relationship between knowing God intimately as our Father and asking Him to be “hallowed?”

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ISAIAH 6:5-8.

In the sermon, it was mentioned that there were a couple of different reasons Isaiah gave for saying “Woe is
me, for I am ruined”? What were they?

1. [I am a man of unclean lips--and therefore an unclean heart]

2. [I am deserving of judgment]

In what ways are we like Isaiah in each of these statements?FOR EVERYONE: 

[Life Group Leaders facilitate discussion]

Isaiah’s response to this heavenly vision of the Lord was one of repentance. When he encountered God’s
holiness, he also encountered his own sinfulness. And because of his awareness of personal sinfulness,
Isaiah feared he was ruined.
 

Why does confessing our sinfulness honor the Lord? How has another person’s confession of sin had an
impact you?
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Does sin disqualify us from approaching and serving God? Why or why not?

After touching Isaiah’s unclean mouth, the seraphim pronounced that his wickedness was removed and his
sin was covered. Isaiah’s unclean lips didn’t become clean because of his effort to change, but by God’s
grace alone. God forgives sins because He is gracious, not because the person who has sinned has earned
God’s forgiveness.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ NEHEMIAH 8:16
 

Why do you think that tens of thousands of men, women, and children were willing toFOR EVERYONE: 
listening to the reading of the first five books of the Old Testament for hours on end?
 

In Nehemiah 8, the Israelites “listened attentively” to the Book of the Law (Genesis–Deuteronomy) for about
six hours, from morning to noon. One of the main reasons they were so attentive is because they did not
have personal access to the Word of God. To us, that might seem like a long time to listen to a Scripture
reading. But during the days of Nehemiah, the Jewish exiles couldn’t get enough of it.
 

FOR THE GROUP: There are a few ways people responded in worship, let's list them:

1.
 

2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

5.
 

Would any of these be "weird" for you to do at Summit Church? Why?
 

What ARE some ways we can respond in collective worship at Summit?
 

1.
 

2.
 

3.
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LIFE APPLICATION

 

What is ONE WAY you/your family  can prepare for collective worship at Summit Church on Sunday
mornings?

"Living life together" involves shared experiences, and one of those shared experiences is through serving.
Let's list a couple of different ways we could serve as a Life Group this Fall, either together at Summit
Church or in the community.

1.

2.

3.

SHARE AND PRAY

This week, begin taking prayer requests from the group. You can easily record these requests on the Group
Leader app and send them out to the entire Life Group. 

DEEPER DISCOVERY

MATTHEW 6:9.

6:9. By commanding His disciples to pray like this rather than simply “pray this,” Jesus demonstrated that this prayer was offered
as a model rather than a mantra to be recited. “Your name be honored as holy” suggests that Jesus expected His disciples to live
righteous lives that honor rather than profane God’s name (5:16; Lev. 22:31-32). This is an important precondition for successful
prayer.

God is the ideal Father—all-loving, all-knowing, all-wise, all-powerful, and always present with us. At the same time, He is in
heaven, which tells us He is greater than we can comprehend; so we approach Him as our Father with due reverence. The first
person plural pronoun “Our” implies that Jesus intended this prayer to be a model for corporate prayer, i.e., a prayer for when
disciples gather as a group. This confirms that Matthew 6:5 was not intended to prohibit disciples from praying together publicly
in the synagogue or other gatherings, but instead prohibited prayers that were motivated by religious showmanship.

The first request is that the Father’s name be honored as holy (v. 9). One’s name in biblical thought stood for the person. The
Father’s covenant name is Yahweh (Ex. 3:14). This petition is that God will help all people everywhere to recognize the Lord God
Almighty as He revealed Himself in Jesus Christ and honor Him accordingly (see John 6:44).

ISAIAH 6:1-8

6:1. The years of Uzziah’s reign were also a time of unfaithfulness by the people of Judah. Empty ritualism and hypocrisy
characterized their worship. The death of Uzziah ended a long period of stability and created the potential for a national crisis.

Isaiah saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne. The high and lofty throne was in the temple. Being on the throne
emphasizes the Lord as the true King of Judah and being in the temple emphasizes His holiness. Judah had lost its earthly king,
Uzziah, but the true King is always on His throne.

6:2. Isaiah saw seraphim standing above the Lord. Ancient oriental kings surrounded themselves with a court of servants, and the
Lord appeared in a similar way to Isaiah. The word “seraphim” (“burning ones” in Hebrew) is the plural of “seraph.”
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6:3. The seraphim called to one another in a responsive, or antiphonal, chant. The key characteristic of God lauded by these
angels was His holiness. “Holy” is repeated three times for emphasis. “Holy” is the key adjective in describing the uniqueness of
God. Holiness incorporates the sum total of His perfection. Holiness describes the presence of complete perfection and the
absence of any imperfection.

6:4. The seraphim’s hymn rocked the foundations of the heavenly temple. The smoke that filled the temple probably came from
incense and added the sensory experience of smell to Isaiah’s vision.

6:5. Isaiah’s response to these heavenly sights and sounds was an overpowering recognition of sin. Isaiah looked at the Lord and
then looked at himself, and his conclusion was “I am ruined.” Isaiah referred to his unclean lips, representing complete sinfulness.

6:6. Isaiah expressed despair concerning his conviction of sin and knew there was nothing he could do to remove his sin. If the
Lord did not provide a remedy, no remedy could be found. In His mercy the Lord sent one of the seraphim who took a glowing coal
from the altar and approached Isaiah with it in his hand.

6:7. Isaiah declared himself “a man of unclean lips” (v. 5), and a seraph touched his lips in response to his confession of sin. These
terms are clearly symbolic and indicate God alone can forgive our sins. Just as the sinfulness of Isaiah’s lips symbolized all of his
sin (v. 5), the touching of his lips symbolized the removal of all his sin. As a result of this act, the prophet’s wickedness was
removed, his sin was atoned for. The concept of atonement implies the necessity of payment and a substitute to redeem the
sinner.

6:8 After removing the prophet’s sin, the Lord issued a call to service. Salvation must precede service. The Lord sought a
volunteer to deliver His message of warning to the people of Judah. The Lord was surrounded by angelic messengers (seraphim),
but He desired a human messenger to confront the sinful nation. Isaiah, after he was cleansed from his sin, said “send me.”
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