
Part 6: The Great Banquet

Songs

In Christ Alone - Shane & Shane
Forever - Kari Jobe
By Our Love - Christy Nockels
Spotify Lent Playlist

Memorization (John 15:13)

Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends

Bible Stories

I’m laying out these stories a bit differently, this week. Instead of just identifying what I’ll 
read to my children, I’m including additional passages that I plan to study on my own as 
I accompany Jesus to the cross, this week. My goal is to set aside time each morning to 
prayerfully read these passages by myself, and then out of my own reflections I’ll tell the 
stories at breakfast with varying amounts of detail.

Sunday - Jesus’ Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1-17)

I might actually read these 17 verses, today. My goal will be both to celebrate Jesus’ 
kingship AND to talk about the differences between Jesus’ path to greatness and the 
expectations of the crowds (and disciples!). I plan to share with my kids some of the 
emphasis of this week’s video. I’ll also tell the story of the cleansing of the temple, in 
order to set up the tension for the following day.

Monday - Leaders Challenge Jesus’ Authority (Matthew 21:18-23:39)

I’ll begin by asking my kids to remember what Jesus had done the day before (riding 
into Jerusalem as a king and cleansing the temple). This will lead into my summary of 
chapters 21 and 23, which is basically power struggles and interrogations between 
Jesus and the religious leaders (the religious leaders telling Jesus that they were in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2ld1wI2hT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huFra1mnIVE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hNnq4RjW3w
https://open.spotify.com/user/alyssa.lugbill/playlist/1dVwiN3KGDUe2zWA8NzNw1?si=Vrh-b3_eQsyu8qPNSiasMQ


charge). I might end up reading 23:23-28, and asking how they think the leaders felt 
about Jesus’ descriptions of them.

Tuesday - Jesus Teaches About His Return (Matthew 24:1-44)

I definitely won’t read this passage to my kids because I don’t want to scare them. At the 
same time, it’s very important to me that they understand Jesus’ death and resurrection 
in the context of his promise to return. Furthermore, it’s important to me that they 
understand death as a prerequisite to resurrection. Thus, we need not fear suffering 
because we trust that it is not the end of our stories. 

My son recently asked me when Jesus would return and I explained that Jesus says we 
can’t know the day or the hour, but that we should pay attention to the seasons. I then 
compared it to when he’s in Sunday School and he begins seeing signs that I’ll come to 
pick him up, soon. We talked about the order of Sunday School, and how after snack 
time they play and then the parents come, and used this as an analogy to say that 
although he doesn’t know the exact moment he’ll see me, he nevertheless has a sense 
of when I’ll return.

Wednesday - Jesus Encourages Faithfulness During His Absence (Matthew 
24:4 - 25:46)

Here Jesus is preparing his disciples for the days when his body will be in heaven with 
God, the Father, and they’ll still be on earth, emphasizing both the need for faithfulness 
and the reality that his absence will be longer than expected. I’ll likely tell the story of the 
faithful steward in 24:45-51, emphasizing that our job while waiting for Jesus’ return is to 
invest in and represent his kingdom on this earth.

Thursday - Jesus’ Last Supper (Matthew 26, John 13-17)

Our family is actually planning on sharing a special Maundy Thursday dinner where I’ll 
tell much of this story. But if we weren’t doing this, I think the big emphasis is that Jesus 
took the traditional Passover meal and gave it new meaning by telling his disciples that 
he was its fulfillment. I’d then describe the institution of the Lord’s supper, and also how 
he washed his disciples’ feet in order to show them the importance of love for his 
followers. We’ll then tell the story of how he went out to the garden to pray and was 
arrested there. I plan to tell the story of the disciples’ betrayal as a further example of 
Jesus’ grace, forgiveness, and love.

Friday - Jesus’ Trial and Crucifixion (Matthew 27, Isaiah 53:5-6)

I do not plan to burden my kids’ hearts with many details about Jesus’ crucifixion. I really 
like the way it’s described in both Lois Rock’s The Lion First Bible (for my 3 year old) 
and Sally Lloyd Jones’ The Jesus Storybook Bible (for my 4 year old). But I’ll probably 
emphasize that the leaders didn’t believe Jesus was really a king, so they held an unfair 

https://www.amazon.com/Lion-First-Bible-Pat-Alexander/dp/0745961037
http://www.apple.com


trial and killed him. It was so unfair, but while on the cross, Jesus forgave the men who 
put him there, but then he died.

Saturday - Jesus’ Disciples Grieve  (Psalm 130, John 16:20-22)

On this day we’ll talk about how disappointed Jesus’ disciples must have felt, not 
knowing that Jesus would be raised to life the next day. We might, then, talk about times 
in our own lives when we were really upset about something because we didn’t know 
the wonderful thing that would happen next.

Sunday - Jesus’ is Alive! (Luke 24:1-12; Matthew 28:1-10; John 20:1-18)

This is one morning when we’ll definitely read straight out of the Bible! Whatever you do 
or read, communicate joy!

Next Week:  (Luke 24:13-53; Matthew 28:11-20; John 20:19 - 21:25)

Activities

• Share a special meal on Thursday, whether it be a traditional Maundy Thursday 
dinner where you emphasize serving one another, or a Seder that focuses on 
Jesus’ fulfillment of the Passover. 

• Draw all of the curtains in your home and keep the lights off between Thursday 
evening and Sunday morning.

• Attend Summit’s self-guided communion experience on Friday anytime 
between 12PM and 6PM. 

• Prepare a breakfast picnic for Sunday morning, during which you will read the 
story of Easter from one of the gospels. 


