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BIG IDEA OF THE SERMON

We worship God with our whole hearts in the whole world.

GETTING STARTED

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

FOR THE GROUP: Who has experienced a worship experience in a church OUTSIDE of the United States? Describe
your experience (time, place, setting, worship style, country, etc).

How was that worship experience different than your worship experience at Summit Church?

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ PSALM 96:1-6.

What do you think it means to “sing a new song to the LORD”?

FOR THE GROUP: There are times when people, both men and women, don't really worship through singing at
churches--why do you think that is?

When the psalm tells us to sing a new song to the Lord, it doesn’t mean that we have to sing a brand new song every time we
sing. This is a poem, and what the psalmist is poetically telling us to do is to praise the Lord for all the new blessings that we
see every day.

Human being are the image-bearers of God. We are called to reflect His glory. When we do not praise the Lord, we fall short
of our purpose and are robbed of our highest joy.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ PSALM 96:7-10.

What does it mean to “ascribe” things to the Lord?

FOR THE GROUP: "Ascribing" things to the Lord allows for multiple styles of worship--how can we worship
through a style that we enjoy or grew up on AND also encourage others to worship in a style that they enjoy or
grew up on?
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To ascribe things to the Lord is to speak of the attributes of His character. We should be telling others of His greatness,
mercy, love, justice, and goodness. We should not hold back on our praise of the Lord; if we praise Him, it will result in other
people praising Him with us. People may come to Christ because of the beauty that we ascribe to the Lord.

In Deuteronomy 10:20 Moses taught Israel, “You are to fear Yahweh your God and worship Him.” Joshua told Israel, “Fear the
Lord and worship Him in sincerity and truth” (Joshua 24:14). The Lord is great and powerful, and Jesus tells us, “Don’t fear
those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul; rather, fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”
(Matthew 10:28). If we respect the Lord, then we will be less likely to sin against Him.

LIFE APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How might we worship God together as a small group?

What is something that has happened to you lately that you would tell others about in order to glorify God?

PRAY

In a time of group prayer, ask the Father to help us remember to glorify Him in all that we do. Pray that
He will give us opportunities to ascribe glory to His Name in the presence of others. Ask that we will
have the boldness and desire to take the gospel of Christ to all nations.

DEEPER DISCOVERY

PSALM 96:1-10

96:1-3. This  new song  was cosmic praise for Yahweh’s reign over a universal kingdom comprising all peoples
(98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isa 42:10). Mention of the sanctuary (96:6) implies a pre-exilic origin for this psalm. A threefold repetition
of “sing” followed by three imperatives— praise... proclaim, and declare—underscore the purpose of the song: to glorify the
Lord’s works of salvation.

96:5. The psalmist contrasted the impotence of idols with the creative power of the Lord, challenging all association between
false gods and the natural forces of the cosmos. The gods of the peoples are worthless or powerless (97:7; Isa 42:5,8,17).

96:6. Four descriptive nouns—  splendor...majesty... strength, and  beauty—are personified as divine escorts preceding the
Lord’s processional entrance into the temple.

96:7-9. These verses represent an expansion of 29:1-2, substituting families (lit “tribes, clans”) of the people for “sons of God”
(29:1), while adding bring an offering and enter His courts, and tremble before Him, all the earth. The modifications redirect
the praise of the Lord from the heavenly realm to the earthly sphere, functioning as a polemic against other deities.
To ascribe something to someone is to acknowledge they have that attribute.

96:10. With the phrase the Lord reigns, the psalmist reinforced the Lord’s dual roles as King and Creator.

1 PETER 4:11

4:10-11. Every believer in every church has received a spiritual gift from God for use in the life of the church. Within the body
of Christ, love for each other finds expression in the use of spiritual gifts, not for self-advancement or as an attention-getter,
but for the benefit of others. Every Christian, then, is capable of ministering to others within the body of Christ.

“Gift” (charisma) literally means “a gift of grace.” When Christians receive God’s grace in this way, we have the responsibility
to share this gift with other Christians. Through such sharing we are faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.
What has been given to the individual as a gift of grace has also been given for the benefit of the body as a whole. Believers
are agents of God in passing on the benefits of his grace in our life. God does not grant us gifts of grace for our personal use;
he gives them for the benefit of the body of Christ.

Verse 11  illustrates this point by dividing the many gifts of grace into two broad categories: speaking and
serving. Speaking includes not simply preaching or teaching, but many kinds of gifts involving speech, such as evangelism,
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speaking in tongues, prophecy, encouragement, and leadership.  Serving  includes any type of assisting or encouraging
ministry that directly targets the benefit of others within the body of Christ, such as contributing to the needs of others,
healing, miraculous powers, showing mercy, and encouragement.

Believers are to take these gifts seriously and to exercise them with an attitude of dependence on God (speak the very words
of God, do it with the strength of God). When the gifts of grace are applied in this way, the attention and praise shift from the
individual believer to God, the one who has gifted the believer in the first place.
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