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BIG IDEA OF THE SERMON

People are created for meaningful relationships.

GETTING STARTED

 

***LIFE GROUP LEADERS: The Discussion Guide is divided into two sections: DIGGING DEEPER (which
walks through specific Scripture related to the sermon) and CREATING CONVERSATION (which is
designed to simply get your group talking about the application points from the sermon). Feel free to use
one or the other (or both!) to enhance your Life Group time.

 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Using the Story Cards, choose one picture that best describes a memory involving a close childhood friendship.

Who were your closest friends growing up? How would you characterize your friendships with them?

How do your friendships today differ from your childhood friendships?

Between childhood and adulthood, we go through a lengthy process of maturity, well, at least some of us. Part of that
maturity might include being more discerning about our relationships, but it should also include more intentionality on our
part, recognizing that our friendships can and should serve a purpose. As Christians, we shouldn’t be self-centered in our
relationships, seeking to get what we can from associating with others; rather, our relationships with others should be about
giving of ourselves in order to bless others—giving the blessings of love, encouragement, and especially, the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

DIGGING DEEPER

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ PROVERBS 17:17.

What does it look like for a friend to love at all times? What actions would characterize such a friend?
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What are the responsibilities of a friend who loves at all times?

Friends are typically ones who will drop just about anything in order to help out one another. They encourage, support, and
even challenge one another, but this should always be within the context of a mutual love and affection. “The wounds of a
friend are trustworthy,” Proverbs 27:6 says. Friendships should be built on honesty, or truth with grace. What greater
demonstration of this ideal friendship than to share the truth of the gospel of Jesus with those we call our friends? Sharing
the gospel will involve some “wounds,” as we explain sin and our need for a Savior, but if we are truly friends, even these
“wounds” will be trustworthy and seen as faithful love.

 

How do we build these types of friendships, ones with honesty and grace?

How can we earn the right to be heard?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOHN 15:12-13.

Why would self-sacrifice be the greatest demonstration of love for a friend?

Does self-sacrifice necessarily entail one’s death, or can we “lay down our lives” in other ways, too? If so, what are
some of those ways?

We earn the right to be heard while sharing the gospel with friends because we make it our aim to live like Jesus “at all
times.” Jesus commands us to love one another, and that involves a self-sacrificial kind of love—laying down one’s life for the
sake of the other. It is doubtful we will be called upon to die for a friend, but we can sacrifice for our friends in all sorts of
ways—preferences, time, money, forgiveness, etc. If we give of ourselves sacrificially in a friendship, we are demonstrating
the greatest kind of love, and this will mean we have earned the right to be heard when sharing the gospel, because the
necessary “wounds” that will follow will be in the context of a friendship characterized by great love.

 

CREATING CONVERSATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

In the sermon, LEGOS were used as an example of getting connected in meaningful relationships. How many
meaningful relationships do you have in your life?

Are there specific situations that God has laid on your heart for sharing the gospel with a friend or acquaintance?

How can we encourage and pray for one another to show love in sacrificial ways?

PRAY

Father, we pray You would renew in us our joy and gratitude for the friendship that is ours in Jesus. We
also pray for the strength and boldness of Your Holy Spirit to be intentional in our relationships—to give
ourselves to others as Jesus did, and to share the good news of Christ’s finishing work on the cross.
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DEEPER DISCOVERY

PROVERBS 17:17

17:17 The purpose of a brother is to uphold a family member in a difficult time. The Hebrew word can be used generally of
relatives (Gen 13:8; 29:15; Jdg 14:3). An unlikely but possible interpretation is that a friend is better because he loves at all
times, not just in difficult times.

JOHN 15:12-13

The “commands” to be obeyed (15:10) are reduced in this verse to a single command. We are to love each other and to do it
in the way and to the degree that Jesus loves, namely, as I have loved you. Jesus’ love for His followers sets the standard for
His followers’ love for one another and furnishes the motivation for practicing mutual love. Having set His love as the
standard for the disciples’ mutual love, Jesus described the highest manifestation of love. Willingness to lay down one’s life
for others is the supreme test of love. Jesus’ saying no doubt referred primarily to His death as proof of His love for the
disciples (“as I have loved you,” v. 12). Having mentioned “friends” as the ones for whom love prompts the giving of oneself,
Jesus gave the qualification for people being His friends. The “if” clause in verse 14—you are my friends if—identifies the
singular requirement for being His friend: doing “what I command.”
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