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BIG IDEA OF THE SERMON

Our response to the preserving work of the Lord in our lives is to serve the God of our past and present.

GETTING STARTED

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Aside from choosing to follow Christ, what is ONE of the most significant, life-altering choices you have made?
(Life Group Leaders--share your story first and make sure to ask "Why?" when others share their stories.)

Why was this choice so significant? How might your life be different if you had made a different choice?

Some choices we make in life are game changers—choices that affect the rest of our lives. When you make a courageous
choice in your life, sometimes you have to put a stake in the ground and declare it, even if it’s unpopular, and even if the
outcome is unknown. Joshua 24 describes Joshua’s challenge to Israel to make one such choice. He called them to choose to
exclusively worship and serve the God who had brought them into the Promised Land. Joshua also made clear that no matter
how they responded to this choice, their lives would never be the same.

 

***LIFE GROUP LEADERS: The Discussion Guide is divided into two sections: DIGGING DEEPER (which walks through specific
Scripture related to the sermon) and CREATING CONVERSATION (which is designed to simply get your group talking about
the application points from the sermon. Feel free to use one or the other (or both!) to enhance your Life Group time.

DIGGING DEEPER

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 24:1-13.

Joshua led Israel in the conquest of Canaan for many years. Realizing he was growing old (23:1-2), he called all the Israelites
to meet with him. It was time to prepare the nation for his death and the consequent change of leadership (24:1). Speaking
for God as a prophet, Joshua retold the history of God’s mighty acts on their behalf (vv. 2-13) and then challenged Israel to
remain faithful to God who had brought them this far.

What events does God, through Joshua, recount to the people of Israel in these verses? Why might they have
needed to be reminded of these events?

God also reminded the Israelites, “I gave you a land that you did not labor for, and cities you did not build . . . you
are eating from vineyards and olive groves you did not plant.” Why did the Israelites need this reminder?
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When facing important decisions, why might it be helpful to remember the grace God has shown us in the past?
What could we do to be more mindful of God’s grace in our lives?

Remembering God’s past grace in our lives motivates present faithfulness. The more mindful we are of how good God has
been to us and how little we deserve His goodness, the more devoted we will be to Him. When faced with difficult or
important decisions, it is easy to let the influence of the world crowd out the voice of God’s grace. This is why spiritual
disciplines like prayer, Bible study, and community are essential to our spiritual health—they help us to remember and live in
light of God’s past, present, and future grace.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 24:14-18.

Joshua set the example for the Israelites by declaring that he and his family worshiped only the Lord. He didn’t wait for a
majority vote from the people before taking the stand. He stepped out boldly, leading the people to follow his example.

What do we learn about Joshua’s commitment to the Lord based on his statement in verse 15? What was the
difference in Joshua privately deciding to remain faithful to God and Joshua publicly proclaiming it in front of the
Israelites?

What risks would you assume by making such a declarative statement?

Has there been a time where you made a declarative statement or life decision others could see? How did it affect
your commitment to follow through?

One thing that makes Joshua’s declaration so powerful is its immediacy—he committed to serve the Lord with his family
starting right then. Another was its catalyst affect on both his family as well as the Israelites. Your stake in the ground isn’t
just for you. It’s also for those around you who see the change in you.

How did Joshua’s public stand influence the people’s response (vv. 16-18)? What kind of example had Joshua set
for them?

What holds us back from serving the Lord exclusively? What is one step you could take to overcome that which
holds you back?

The people of Israel acknowledged God’s past grace in their lives and accepted Joshua’s challenge to serve the Lord
exclusively. While there are many influences in the world that might sway us from exclusive devotion to Christ, the Israelites
were not swayed in this moment as they followed the example of a man of God (Joshua) and responded obediently to the
Word of God. If we hope to devote our lives exclusively to the Lord, we must hear and obey the Word of God and follow the
godly examples of men and women of faith who do likewise.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ JOSHUA 24:19-25.

Joshua serves as a model of effective leadership throughout this encounter with the Israelites. Instead of quickly accepting
their affirmation of exclusive commitment to God, he questioned the depth of their commitment.

Why does God require an absolute commitment, not just a hasty or arbitrary one? Why are high standards an
essential part of making courageous choices?

Why do you think Joshua questioned the commitment of the Israelites? How might his questioning have
encouraged them in their pursuit of God?
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God had determined that he would act toward his people Israel in accordance with their commitment to him. If they obeyed
him, they would experience his blessings. If they disobeyed, he would turn, or act in a different manner, and the people
would experience the consequences of their disobedience.

As Joshua modeled his courageous choice by declaring his commitment to the Lord in front of Israel, so too did Jesus place
his stake in the ground more than 1,000 years later by taking on our sins and dying on the cross. There can be no greater
declaration in history: “This cup is the new covenant established by my blood; it is shed for you,” Jesus said in Luke 22:20.

CREATING CONVERSATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

After listening to the sermon this week, what changes might need to be made in your house and family in order
for you serve the Lord EXCLUSIVELY?

What difficult decisions are you currently facing? What would it look like to serve the Lord in the way that you
make those decisions?

What could we do to help one another serve Christ exclusively? What could we do to help each other remember
God’s past, present, and future grace in our lives?

PRAY

It's totally OK to divide up men and women during a time of prayer. Many times, deeper conversation
and prayer takes place when groups are more gender specific. Ask God to give your group members the
courage and faith necessary to serve and worship Him exclusively. Pray that the families and individuals
that make up our church would reject the many temptations that come their way to worship and serve
other things. Thank God for His past, present, and future grace. Pray that we would remember His grace
as we face courageous decisions in our walk with Him.

 

DEEPER DISCOVERY

Before presenting his final recorded words, Joshua gathered the leaders and the people at Shechem (24:1). As they
congregated, the Israelites evidently shared a keen awareness that they were in God’s presence (v. 1). Joshua delivered God’s
words to the people as he recounted all that God had done for them (vv. 2-13). Following his review of Israel’s history, Joshua
delivered a challenge to God’s people to faithfully serve the Lord.

24:14. The prophets of Israel used the phrase:“thus says the Lord”in delivering God’s message to his people (see Isa. 37:21;
38:5; Jer. 2:2,5; 6:16,22; 31:35; Amos 1:3,6,9,11). Joshua used a similar expression, “thus says the Lord, the God of Israel” (Josh.
24:2), at the beginning of the review of Israel’s history recorded in Joshua 24:2-13. In those verses the repetitive use of the
first person pronoun “I” emphasized that God was speaking to his people. God’s message to them was a summary of what he
had done for them from the time of their father Abraham to the conquest of Canaan.

Joshua used the transitional word therefore (v. 14) to refer to all that God had said to his people in verses 2-13 about his
works on their behalf. Joshua challenged the people to serve the Lord based on what God had done for them.

24:15. Joshua challenged the people to make a choice. Already he had commanded the people to fear and serve the Lord.
Then he entertained the possibility that such a command might be disagreeable to some of the people. If, indeed, following
the Lord was offensive to some, Joshua exhorted them to choose for themselves that day whom they would serve. He offered
three options. First, the people of Israel could return to the gods which their fathers served which were beyond the river.
Second, they could worship the gods of the Amorites in the land where the people of Israel were living. The third option was
the choice Joshua himself had made—“as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Joshua was leading the people by
commanding them to fear and serve the Lord (v. 14). he was also leading them by example.
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24:16. Joshua’s “sermon” became a dialogue as the people responded verbally to him. “Far be it from us that we should
forsake the Lord to serve other gods” were the people’s words of commitment. Such response must have pleased Joshua as
well as the Lord.

24:17. The people’s response in verses 17-18 demonstrates strength and unity. Joshua’s survey of God’s works on the people’s
behalf in verses 2-13 evidently had an effect. The people’s response to Joshua indicates they remembered that the Lord had
brought them and their fathers out of Egypt, a reference to the exodus.

24:18. The statement that “the Lord drove out . . . all the peoples” most likely refers to the conquest of Canaan. As Joshua had
done previously (23:9), the people gave the Lord the credit for the conquest by saying that he drove out the inhabitants. This
same verb appears several times in reference to God’s gift of the land to his people (Josh. 23:5,9,13).

24:19. The people responded to Joshua’s challenge with immediate commitment. Sometimes, however, a quick commitment
is a superficial commitment.

Perhaps Joshua suspected that the people did not fully comprehend the implications of their decision. In his response to their
commitment, Joshua apparently challenged their sincerity. His purpose was not to discourage the people but to lead them to
count the cost of following the Lord (see Luke 14:25-35). other Bible students interpret Joshua’s words to mean that the
people were not in the right state of mind to serve the Lord; they needed the Lord’s grace in order to be able serve him. “He
is a holy God” emphasizes God’s separateness, his unapproachable sanctity. “He is a jealous God” means that God allows no
rivals in the hearts of his people.

24:20. The statement “he will turn” refers to the fact that the Lord would change his disposition toward Israel from blessing
to cursing if they broke the covenant. He had declared that if the people obeyed his law, he would bless them and if they
disobeyed, he would curse them (Deut. 27:14—28:9). Joshua also stated that if the people disobeyed, the Lord would harm
and consume them. The Lord had stated through Moses that if his people rebelled and worshiped idols, they would “surely
perish quickly from the land” and experience exile (Deut. 4:25-27).

24:21. The people responded to Joshua again. “We will serve the Lord” is another profession of their faithfulness to the Lord
(see Josh. 24:18).

24:22. All fair judicial proceedings require witnesses in order to establish the facts of the case. The people themselves were
witnesses to the fact that they had chosen the Lord. The people’s own words would condemn them when they turned away
from the commitment they had made that day.

24:23. After the people chose the Lord, they needed to put away the foreign gods in their midst. A right relationship with the
one true God is always an exclusive relationship. The admonition “incline your hearts to the Lord” can be translated literally
“cause your hearts to stretch out, or turn, to the Lord.”

24:24. Again the people responded favorably to Joshua’s instruction. They again promised to serve the Lord. The Hebrew verb
translated “obey” literally means “hear.” It carries the idea of heeding. The word order of this verse in the Hebrew language
emphasizes the Lord as the object of the people’s faith and obedience.

24:25. The term “covenant” does not occur until this verse, although the entire event recorded in this chapter can be
described as a renewal of the people’s covenant with the Lord. The statement “Joshua made a covenant” indicates Joshua’s
leadership role in making this covenant. He served as a mediator between the people and God. He challenged the people to
choose the Lord. Joshua reminded the Israelites of God’s holiness and warned them of God’s judgment on their sins. The
people committed themselves to put aside their idols and serve the Lord exclusively and faithfully.

Christians have entered into a new covenant relationship with God. At his last supper with his disciples, Jesus said, “this cup
which is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood” (Luke 22:20). Jesus died for our sins. When we enter into a
relationship with him by faith, we are to shun sin and serve God exclusively and faithfully (Rom. 6:1-4). regular fellowship
with other believers helps us maintain our devotion to God (Heb. 10:24-25).
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