CORE BELIEFS
I. The Scriptures
The Holy Bible was written by men divinely
inspired and is God's revelation of Himself to
man. It is a perfect treasure of divine
instruction. It has God for its author, salvation
for its end, and truth, without any mixture of
error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is
totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the
principles by which God judges us, and
therefore is, and will remain to the end of the
world, the true center of Christian union, and
the supreme standard by which all human
conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should
be tried. All Scripture is a testimony to Christ,
who is Himself the focus of divine revelation.
Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19;
Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10;
119:11,89,105,140; Isaiah 34:16; 40:8;
Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18;
22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; John 5:39;
16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans
15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Hebrews
1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21.

II. God
There is one and only one living and true God.
He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal
Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and
Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in
holiness and all other perfections. God is all
powerful and all knowing; and His perfect
knowledge extends to all things, past, present,
and future, including the future decisions of His
free creatures. To Him we owe the highest
love, reverence, and obedience. The eternal
triune God reveals Himself to us as Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal
attributes, but without division of nature,
essence, or being.
A. God the Father
God as Father reigns with providential care
over His universe, His creatures, and the flow

of the stream of human history according to
the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful,
all knowing, all loving, and all wise. God is
Father in truth to those who become children
of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is
fatherly in His attitude toward all men.
Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.;
20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6;
1 Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah
43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew
6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John
4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans
8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6;
Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy
1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John
5:7.
B. God the Son
Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His
incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of
God, taking upon Himself human nature with
its demands and necessities and identifying
Himself completely with mankind yet without
sin. He honored the divine law by His personal
obedience, and in His substitutionary death on
the cross He made provision for the
redemption of men from sin. He was raised
from the dead with a glorified body and
appeared to His disciples as the person who
was with them before His crucifixion. He
ascended into heaven and is now exalted at
the right hand of God where He is the One
Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose
Person is effected the reconciliation between
God and man. He will return in power and
glory to judge the world and to consummate
His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all
believers as the living and ever present Lord.
Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah
7:14; Isaiah 53:1-12; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17;
8:29; 11:27; 14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:16,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70;
24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27;

12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22;
20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:45,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34;
10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,2428; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5;
Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:511; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians
4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14;
Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,2428; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John
1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation
1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8; 19:16.
C. God the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine.
He inspired holy men of old to write the
Scriptures. Through illumination He enables
men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He
convicts men of sin, of righteousness, and of
judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and
effects regeneration. At the moment of
regeneration He baptizes every believer into
the Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian
character, comforts believers, and bestows the
spiritual gifts by which they serve God through
His church. He seals the believer unto the day
of final redemption. His presence in the
Christian is the guarantee that God will bring
the believer into the fullness of the stature of
Christ. He enlightens and empowers the
believer and the church in worship,
evangelism, and service.
Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms
51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32;
Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark
1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12;
24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14;
Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55;
8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6;
Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians
2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6;
Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1
Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2
Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter
1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10;
22:17.

III. Man

Man is the special creation of God, made in
His own image. He created them male and
female as the crowning work of His creation.
The gift of gender is thus part of the goodness
of God's creation. In the beginning man was
innocent of sin and was endowed by his
Creator with freedom of choice. By his free
choice man sinned against God and brought
sin into the human race. Through the
temptation of Satan man transgressed the
command of God, and fell from his original
innocence whereby his posterity inherit a
nature and an environment inclined toward sin.
Therefore, as soon as they are capable of
moral action, they become transgressors and
are under condemnation. Only the grace of
God can bring man into His holy fellowship
and enable man to fulfill the creative purpose
of God. The sacredness of human personality
is evident in that God created man in His own
image, and in that Christ died for man;
therefore, every person of every race
possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect
and Christian love.
Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms
1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah
17:5; Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans
1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25;
8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,2122; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22;
3:9-11.

IV. Salvation
Salvation involves the redemption of the whole
man, and is offered freely to all who accept
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, who by His
own blood obtained eternal redemption for the
believer. In its broadest sense salvation
includes regeneration, justification,
sanctification, and glorification. There is no
salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord.
A. Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of
God's grace whereby believers become new
creatures in Christ Jesus. It is a change of
heart wrought by the Holy Spirit through
conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds
in repentance toward God and faith in the Lord

Jesus Christ. Repentance and faith are
inseparable experiences of grace.

holy, and unchangeable. It excludes boasting
and promotes humility.

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin
toward God. Faith is the acceptance of Jesus
Christ and commitment of the entire
personality to Him as Lord and Saviour.

All true believers endure to the end. Those
whom God has accepted in Christ, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away
from the state of grace, but shall persevere to
the end. Believers may fall into sin through
neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve
the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts,
and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and
temporal judgments on themselves; yet they
shall be kept by the power of God through faith
unto salvation.

B. Justification is God's gracious and full
acquittal upon principles of His righteousness
of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.
Justification brings the believer unto a
relationship of peace and favor with God.
C. Sanctification is the experience, beginning
in regeneration, by which the believer is set
apart to God's purposes, and is enabled to
progress toward moral and spiritual maturity
through the presence and power of the Holy
Spirit dwelling in him. Growth in grace should
continue throughout the regenerate person's
life.
D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation
and is the final blessed and abiding state of
the redeemed.
Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew
1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:6869; 2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24;
10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21; 4:12;
15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans
1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23;
8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1
Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2
Corinthians 5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13;
5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16;
Philippians 2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.;
1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12;
Titus 2:11-14; Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28;
11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1
John 1:6-2:11; Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5.

V. God's Purpose of Grace
Election is the gracious purpose of God,
according to which He regenerates, justifies,
sanctifies, and glorifies sinners. It is consistent
with the free agency of man, and
comprehends all the means in connection with
the end. It is the glorious display of God's
sovereign goodness, and is infinitely wise,

Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-8; 1 Samuel 8:47,19-22; Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 31:31ff.;
Matthew 16:18-19; 21:28-45; 24:22,31; 25:34;
Luke 1:68-79; 2:29-32; 19:41-44; 24:44-48;
John 1:12-14; 3:16; 5:24; 6:44-45,65; 10:2729; 15:16; 17:6,12,17-18; Acts 20:32; Romans
5:9-10; 8:28-39; 10:12-15; 11:5-7,26-36; 1
Corinthians 1:1-2; 15:24-28; Ephesians 1:4-23;
2:1-10; 3:1-11; Colossians 1:12-14; 2
Thessalonians 2:13-14; 2 Timothy 1:12;
2:10,19; Hebrews 11:39–12:2; James 1:12; 1
Peter 1:2-5,13; 2:4-10; 1 John 1:7-9; 2:19; 3:2.

VI. The Church
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus
Christ is an autonomous local congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in
the faith and fellowship of the gospel;
observing the two ordinances of Christ,
governed by His laws, exercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His
Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the
ends of the earth. Each congregation operates
under the Lordship of Christ through
democratic processes. In such a congregation
each member is responsible and accountable
to Christ as Lord. Its scriptural officers are
pastors and deacons. While both men and
women are gifted for service in the church, the
office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by
Scripture.
The New Testament speaks also of the church
as the Body of Christ which includes all of the
redeemed of all the ages, believers from every
tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation.

Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47;
5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5;
20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16;
5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23;
2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1;
Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15;
4:14; Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4;
Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3.

The first day of the week is the Lord's Day. It is
a Christian institution for regular observance. It
commemorates the resurrection of Christ from
the dead and should include exercises of
worship and spiritual devotion, both public and
private. Activities on the Lord's Day should be
commensurate with the Christian's conscience
under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
Exodus 20:8-11; Matthew 12:1-12; 28:1ff.;
Mark 2:27-28; 16:1-7; Luke 24:1-3,33-36; John
4:21-24; 20:1,19-28; Acts 20:7; Romans 14:510; I Corinthians 16:1-2; Colossians 2:16;
3:16; Revelation 1:10.

IX. The Kingdom

VII. Baptism and the Lord's
Supper
Christian baptism is the immersion of a
believer in water in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of
obedience symbolizing the believer's faith in a
crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the
believer's death to sin, the burial of the old life,
and the resurrection to walk in newness of life
in Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in
the final resurrection of the dead. Being a
church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the
privileges of church membership and to the
Lord's Supper.
The Lord's Supper is a symbolic act of
obedience whereby members of the church,
through partaking of the bread and the fruit of
the vine, memorialize the death of the
Redeemer and anticipate His second coming.
Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark
1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20;
John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33;
20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21;
11:23-29; Colossians 2:12.

VIII. The Lord's Day

The Kingdom of God includes both His general
sovereignty over the universe and His
particular kingship over men who willfully
acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the
Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which
men enter by trustful, childlike commitment to
Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to
labor that the Kingdom may come and God's
will be done on earth. The full consummation
of the Kingdom awaits the return of Jesus
Christ and the end of this age.
Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6;
Matthew 3:2; 4:8-10,23; 12:25-28; 13:1-52;
25:31-46; 26:29; Mark 1:14-15; 9:1; Luke 4:43;
8:1; 9:2; 12:31-32; 17:20-21; 23:42; John 3:3;
18:36; Acts 1:6-7; 17:22-31; Romans 5:17;
8:19; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Colossians 1:13;
Hebrews 11:10,16; 12:28; 1 Peter 2:4-10;
4:13; Revelation 1:6,9; 5:10; 11:15; 21-22.

X. Last Things
God, in His own time and in His own way, will
bring the world to its appropriate end.
According to His promise, Jesus Christ will
return personally and visibly in glory to the
earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will
judge all men in righteousness. The
unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the
place of everlasting punishment. The righteous
in their resurrected and glorified bodies will
receive their reward and will dwell forever in
Heaven with the Lord.

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28;
24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38;
9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37;
21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31;
Romans 14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:2428,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:2021; Colossians 1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:1418; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy
6:14; 2 Timothy 4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews
9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John
2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; Revelation 1:18; 3:11;
20:1-22:13.

XI. Evangelism and Missions
It is the duty and privilege of every follower of
Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus
Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all
nations. The new birth of man's spirit by God's
Holy Spirit means the birth of love for others.
Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus
upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate
life, and is expressly and repeatedly
commanded in the teachings of Christ. The
Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the
preaching of the gospel to all nations. It is the
duty of every child of God to seek constantly to
win the lost to Christ by verbal witness
undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by
other methods in harmony with the gospel of
Christ.
Genesis 12:1-3; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 6:1-8;
Matthew 9:37-38; 10:5-15; 13:18-30, 37-43;
16:19; 22:9-10; 24:14; 28:18-20; Luke 10:1-18;
24:46-53; John 14:11-12; 15:7-8,16; 17:15;
20:21; Acts 1:8; 2; 8:26-40; 10:42-48; 13:2-3;
Romans 10:13-15; Ephesians 3:1-11; 1
Thessalonians 1:8; 2 Timothy 4:5; Hebrews
2:1-3; 11:39-12:2; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Revelation
22:17.

XII. Education
Christianity is the faith of enlightenment and
intelligence. In Jesus Christ abide all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. All sound
learning is, therefore, a part of our Christian
heritage. The new birth opens all human
faculties and creates a thirst for knowledge.
Moreover, the cause of education in the
Kingdom of Christ is co-ordinate with the
causes of missions and general benevolence,
and should receive along with these the liberal
support of the churches. An adequate system
of Christian education is necessary to a
complete spiritual program for Christ's people.
In Christian education there should be a
proper balance between academic freedom
and academic responsibility. Freedom in any
orderly relationship of human life is always
limited and never absolute. The freedom of a
teacher in a Christian school, college, or
seminary is limited by the pre-eminence of
Jesus Christ, by the authoritative nature of the
Scriptures, and by the distinct purpose for
which the school exists.
Deuteronomy 4:1,5,9,14; 6:1-10; 31:12-13;
Nehemiah 8:1-8; Job 28:28; Psalms 19:7ff.;
119:11; Proverbs 3:13ff.; 4:1-10; 8:1-7,11;
15:14; Ecclesiastes 7:19; Matthew 5:2; 7:24ff.;
28:19-20; Luke 2:40; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31;
Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 4:8;
Colossians 2:3,8-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 2 Timothy
2:15; 3:14-17; Hebrews 5:12-6:3; James 1:5;
3:17.

XIII. Stewardship
God is the source of all blessings, temporal
and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe
to Him. Christians have a spiritual debtorship
to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the
gospel, and a binding stewardship in their
possessions. They are therefore under
obligation to serve Him with their time, talents,
and material possessions; and should
recognize all these as entrusted to them to use
for the glory of God and for helping others.
According to the Scriptures, Christians should
contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly,

systematically, proportionately, and liberally for
the advancement of the Redeemer's cause on
earth.
Genesis 14:20; Leviticus 27:30-32;
Deuteronomy 8:18; Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew
6:1-4,19-21; 19:21; 23:23; 25:14-29; Luke
12:16-21,42; 16:1-13; Acts 2:44-47; 5:1-11;
17:24-25; 20:35; Romans 6:6-22; 12:1-2; 1
Corinthians 4:1-2; 6:19-20; 12; 16:1-4; 2
Corinthians 8-9; 12:15; Philippians 4:10-19; 1
Peter 1:18-19.

XIV. Cooperation
Christ's people should, as occasion requires,
organize such associations and conventions
as may best secure cooperation for the great
objects of the Kingdom of God. Such
organizations have no authority over one
another or over the churches. They are
voluntary and advisory bodies designed to
elicit, combine, and direct the energies of our
people in the most effective manner. Members
of New Testament churches should cooperate
with one another in carrying forward the
missionary, educational, and benevolent
ministries for the extension of Christ's
Kingdom. Christian unity in the New
Testament sense is spiritual harmony and
voluntary cooperation for common ends by
various groups of Christ's people. Cooperation
is desirable between the various Christian
denominations, when the end to be attained is
itself justified, and when such cooperation
involves no violation of conscience or
compromise of loyalty to Christ and His Word
as revealed in the New Testament.

All Christians are under obligation to seek to
make the will of Christ supreme in our own
lives and in human society. Means and
methods used for the improvement of society
and the establishment of righteousness among
men can be truly and permanently helpful only
when they are rooted in the regeneration of the
individual by the saving grace of God in Jesus
Christ. In the spirit of Christ, Christians should
oppose racism, every form of greed,
selfishness, and vice, and all forms of sexual
immorality, including adultery, homosexuality,
and pornography. We should work to provide
for the orphaned, the needy, the abused, the
aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should
speak on behalf of the unborn and contend for
the sanctity of all human life from conception
to natural death. Every Christian should seek
to bring industry, government, and society as a
whole under the sway of the principles of
righteousness, truth, and brotherly love. In
order to promote these ends Christians should
be ready to work with all men of good will in
any good cause, always being careful to act in
the spirit of love without compromising their
loyalty to Christ and His truth.
Exodus 20:3-17; Leviticus 6:2-5; Deuteronomy
10:12; 27:17; Psalm 101:5; Micah 6:8;
Zechariah 8:16; Matthew 5:13-16,43-48;
22:36-40; 25:35; Mark 1:29-34; 2:3ff.; 10:21;
Luke 4:18-21; 10:27-37; 20:25; John 15:12;
17:15; Romans 12–14; 1Corinthians 5:9-10;
6:1-7; 7:20-24; 10:23-11:1; Galatians 3:26-28;
Ephesians 6:5-9; Colossians 3:12-17; 1
Thessalonians 3:12; Philemon; James 1:27;
2:8.

XVI. Peace and War

Exodus 17:12; 18:17ff.; Judges 7:21; Ezra 1:34; 2:68-69; 5:14-15; Nehemiah 4; 8:1-5;
Matthew 10:5-15; 20:1-16; 22:1-10; 28:19-20;
Mark 2:3; Luke 10:1ff.; Acts 1:13-14; 2:1ff.;
4:31-37; 13:2-3; 15:1-35; 1 Corinthians 1:1017; 3:5-15; 12; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Galatians
1:6-10; Ephesians 4:1-16; Philippians 1:15-18.

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with
all men on principles of righteousness. In
accordance with the spirit and teachings of
Christ they should do all in their power to put
an end to war.

XV. The Christian and the
Social Order

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel
of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is
the acceptance of His teachings in all the
affairs of men and nations, and the practical
application of His law of love. Christian people

throughout the world should pray for the reign
of the Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52;
Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7;
14:19; Hebrews 12:14; James 4:1-2.

XVII. Religious Liberty
God alone is Lord of the conscience, and He
has left it free from the doctrines and
commandments of men which are contrary to
His Word or not contained in it. Church and
state should be separate. The state owes to
every church protection and full freedom in the
pursuit of its spiritual ends. In providing for
such freedom no ecclesiastical group or
denomination should be favored by the state
more than others. Civil government being
ordained of God, it is the duty of Christians to
render loyal obedience thereto in all things not
contrary to the revealed will of God. The
church should not resort to the civil power to
carry on its work. The gospel of Christ
contemplates spiritual means alone for the
pursuit of its ends. The state has no right to
impose penalties for religious opinions of any
kind. The state has no right to impose taxes for
the support of any form of religion. A free
church in a free state is the Christian ideal,
and this implies the right of free and
unhindered access to God on the part of all
men, and the right to form and propagate
opinions in the sphere of religion without
interference by the civil power.
Genesis 1:27; 2:7; Matthew 6:6-7,24; 16:26;
22:21; John 8:36; Acts 4:19-20; Romans 6:1-2;
13:1-7; Galatians 5:1,13; Philippians 3:20; 1
Timothy 2:1-2; James 4:12; 1 Peter 2:12-17;
3:11-17; 4:12-19.

XVIII. The Family
God has ordained the family as the
foundational institution of human society. It is
composed of persons related to one another
by marriage, blood, or adoption.

Marriage is the uniting of one man and one
woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime.
It is God's unique gift to reveal the union
between Christ and His church and to provide
for the man and the woman in marriage the
framework for intimate companionship, the
channel of sexual expression according to
biblical standards, and the means for
procreation of the human race.
The husband and wife are of equal worth
before God, since both are created in God's
image. The marriage relationship models the
way God relates to His people. A husband is to
love his wife as Christ loved the church. He
has the God-given responsibility to provide for,
to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to
submit herself graciously to the servant
leadership of her husband even as the church
willingly submits to the headship of Christ.
She, being in the image of God as is her
husband and thus equal to him, has the Godgiven responsibility to respect her husband
and to serve as his helper in managing the
household and nurturing the next generation.
Children, from the moment of conception, are
a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents
are to demonstrate to their children God's
pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their
children spiritual and moral values and to lead
them, through consistent lifestyle example and
loving discipline, to make choices based on
biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey
their parents.
Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus
20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1
Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127;
128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:2022; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15;
23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31;
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16;
Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:612; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16;
Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21;
1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5;
Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7.
***Taken from the Baptist Faith and Message
2000***

DENOMINATIONAL
AFFILIATION
We are affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). As with all SBC churches, Canopy
Roads is an autonomous, independent congregation. We form our own by-laws and make our own
decisions without the oversight of a denominational hierarchy. So if we make our own decisions why
are we affiliated with the SBC? Good question! Here’s why:








THE POWER OF COOPERATION—It’s hard for one church, even a large one, to have a
worldwide impact. That’s why we join with over 45,000 SBC churches in the United States to
multiply our efforts to share the Gospel and demonstrate the love of Christ to the rest of the
world. Together with our SBC friends we are able to support about 5,000 full-time
missionaries in North American and over 5,000 more in 153 different countries.
COMMON BELIEFS—Southern Baptists have historically been a “people of the book” relying
solely on the Bible as their source of truth and doctrine about God, Jesus, salvation, heaven,
hell and other core beliefs. Our church’s essential beliefs align with the broader statement of
faith from the Southern Baptist Convention entitled The Baptist Faith and Message. There is
both encouragement and accountability in aligning with other like-minded churches to teach
the truths of the Bible in our secular society.
COMMITMENT TO EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS—The SBC is one of the most actively
evangelistic and missions-minded denominations in the world. This aligns perfectly with our
church’s purpose “to honor God by helping un-churched people become fully devoted
followers of Christ.”
DISASTER RELIEF—Living in Florida we know a little bit about disasters. What most people
don’t know is that Southern Baptist Disaster Relief is the second largest disaster relief
organization in the United States. We are proud to be a part of helping others in their time of
great need.

As an SBC church we are also affiliated with our state and local SBC entities, the Florida Baptist
Convention and the Florida Baptist Association.
Through the faithful service and stewardship of our members and regular attenders Canopy Roads is
either formally or informally affiliated with a number of local, regional and international Christian
ministries.

MEET
SOUTHERN

BAPTISTS
For

170 years, Southern Baptists have
sought to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people
everywhere.
more than

The Southern Baptist Convention was formed
with a Gospel vision. Its founding charter
identifies its singular focus: . . . for the purpose
of eliciting, combining, and directing the
energies of the Baptist denomination of
Christians, for the propagation of the Gospel.†
The Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) has
grown to be a network of more than fifty thousand cooperating churches and church-type
missions banded together to make an impact for
God’s Kingdom. Though as many as two hundred could be counted as “mega-churches,” the
vast majority of Southern Baptist churches run
less than two hundred in weekly worship. No two
Southern Baptist churches are alike; but there
are certain commonalities that bind Southern
Baptists together, regardless of race, ethnicity,
socio -economic status, language, size, or
locale. What we offer here is an overview to help
tell the story of what God is doing in and through
the people called Southern Baptists.

Each Southern Baptist church is
autonomous and unique; only when viewed
together can one grasp the diversity that is
the Southern Baptist Convention.

Who Southern Baptists Are
Southern Baptists are as varied and diverse as the
cities, towns, neighborhoods, and rural communities where they live.

• race and ethnicity—Caucasian, African American,
Hispanic, Korean, Chinese, Native American, Russian,

Each Southern Baptist church is auton-omous and unique;
only when viewed together can one grasp the diversity that
is the Southern Baptist Conven-tion. Southern Baptist
churches represent a broad range in . . .

• language—The Lord is worshipped in more than one

• size—very small to very large

• worship style—traditional, contemporary, and every-

• culture—Northern, Southern, Eastern, Western, and
every subculture within each region
• age—very young to very old
• ministry setting—inner-city, storefront, suburban, small
town, open countryside, cowboy, motorcycle

and numerous other ethnic groups
hundred languages each Sunday in Southern Baptist
churches scattered across the United States
thing in between
• theological perspective—all within the framework of
historic biblical orthodoxy.
But to know Southern Baptists means to understand that
the center of who and what we are is the Person and

There is no salvation apart from
personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord.
“provision for the redemption of men from sin” and “effected the reconciliation between God and man.”† And we
believe that “There is no salvation apart from personal faith
in Jesus Christ as Lord.”†

Work of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Southern Baptists are people who have been redeemed through Christ
from sin—the spiritual brokenness that causes us to resist
God’s ways and fall short of His glory.

While the Bible does not teach that the waters of baptism
have any saving power (salvation is by grace alone through
faith alone, Ephesians 2:8), in keeping with the biblical emphasis reflected in our heritage and name, and as “a peo-ple
of the Book” (the Bible), Southern Baptists believe that all true
believers will long to be identified fully with their Lord and
Savior through the act of believer’s baptism.

Southern Baptists hold high the Gospel of Jesus Christ as
the unifying center around which everything else is built
and from which all ministry flows. We use the phrase
regenerate church membership to emphasize that the
starting point for everything related to a Southern Baptist
church is each individual’s personal faith in Jesus Christ as
Savior and Lord of their lives.

We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of a
believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit (see Matthew 28:19). It is an act of
obedience symbolizing (1) the believer’s faith in a
crucified, buried, and risen Savior; (2) the believer’s death
to sin, the burial of the old life, and resurrection to walk in
newness of life in Christ Jesus; and (3) the believer’s trust
that his or her mortal flesh shall be clothed with immortality
in the final resurrection of the dead.

Southern Baptists believe that each human being is a
sinner by birth and by choice, that all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). We believe that
Jesus, “in His substitutionary death on the cross,” made

It is by the Gospel, because of the Gospel, and for the
Gospel that the Southern Baptist Convention exists; so it
only makes sense that everything about Southern Baptists
is tied directly to the Gospel.

What Southern Baptists Believe
Southern Baptists believe that the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to
mankind, with His ultimate revelation being the Gospel message of redemption
through Jesus Christ. For that
reason, Southern Baptists have summarized their biblical
convictions in a confession of faith called The Baptist Faith
and Message. Southern Baptists are not a creedal people,
requiring churches or individuals to embrace a standardized set of beliefs; but we are a confessional people. The
BF&M represents the confessional consensus of “certain
definite doctrines that Baptists believe, cherish, and with
which they have been and are now closely identified.” †
The first five articles of The Baptist Faith and Message af-firm
historical, orthodox, evangelical beliefs concerning The

faith in Jesus Christ alone, and God’s Purpose of Grace—
that God is the One who initiates and completes the work
of salvation.
The next six articles affirm historical, biblical Baptist positions on the Church, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the
Lord’s Day, the Kingdom, the doctrine of Last Things, and
Evangelism and Missions.
The final seven articles summarize a number of distinctively
Southern Baptist commitments to Christian Higher Education, Stewardship, Cooperation, The Christian and the Social
Order, Peace and War, Religious Liberty, and The Family.

Scriptures, the Person and Works of God, the nature and fall

The entire Baptist Faith and Message is available online at

of Man, God’s gracious provision of Salvation through

SBC.net/bfm/bfm2000.asp.

Southern Baptists believe that the Bible reveals the Gospel
message of redemption through Jesus Christ.

At the heart of our mission is the
compelling urgency to proclaim
the Gospel to everyone.
During the first fifteen years of the twenty-first century, cooperating Southern Baptist churches reported more than
four million baptisms in the United States.
This averages more than one hundred baptisms per
church during this span of time. While each person who
confesses faith in Jesus Christ and identifies with Him
through believ-er’s baptism is cause for celebration, in
comparison to the darkness of the world, there is much to
be done in our efforts to advance the cause of Christ
through sharing the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Church Planting

What Southern Baptists Do
Southern Baptists Proclaim the Gospel
through Evangelism and Church Planting
At the heart of our mission is the compelling urgency to
pro-claim the Gospel to everyone. The BF&M summarizes
the biblical expectation this way:
“It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ
and of every church of the Lord Jesus Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations. The new birth
of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of
love for others. Missionary effort on the part of all rests
thus upon a spiritual necessity of the regenerate life,
and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the
teachings of Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ has
commanded the preaching of the Gospel to all
nations. It is the duty of every child of God to seek
constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal witness
undergirded by a Christian life-style, and by other
methods in harmony with the Gospel of Christ.”†

In addition, Southern Baptists are committed to starting
new churches to reach the growing populations of our
country and the world. The Southern Baptist Convention’s
North American Mission Board (NAMB) has set a goal to
see a net gain of five thousand new congregations
(churches and church-type missions) in the United States
and Canada by 2022. This would be an increase of 10
percent in the number of Baptist churches working
together to penetrate the lost-ness on the North American
continent. In addition, the SBC fully supports more than
four thousand overseas missionar-ies and church planters.
The Gospel truly is Good News, and Southern Baptists are
passionate in our commitment to share that Good News
un-til the Lord returns.

Evangelism
In keeping with this commitment, Southern Baptist churches report their number of baptisms each year through a
vol-untary reporting form called the Annual Church Profile.

Southern Baptists are committed to starting new churches to reach
the growing populations of our country and the world.

Southern Baptists Demonstrate the
Gospel through Compassion
Southern Baptists take seriously the Lord’s example of
compassion and His command to love and care for the
needy (John 3:16; Luke 10:25–37; Matthew 25:31–46).
The BF&M summarizes the biblical expectation this way:
“Means and methods used for the improvement of society and the establishment of righteousness among
men can be truly and permanently helpful only when
they are rooted in the regeneration of the individual by
the saving grace of God in Jesus Christ. . . . We should
work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the
abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick.”†

Local Ministry
Southern Baptist churches across the nation
demonstrate God’s compassion to the needy in their
communities as part of their standard, ongoing ministry:
• a church in rural Arkansas sponsors a food pantry and
clothing closet in a small town;
• a church in metro New Orleans actively supports the
local crisis pregnancy center and provides for the
needs of pregnant young girls;
• a church in Lower Manhattan sponsors a soup kitchen
on Wednesday nights and offers free lunches in the
park on Saturdays for the needy;
• a church in San Francisco ministers directly to
homeless street people;
• a church in Atlanta seeks to rescue girls and young
women who are held hostage to sexual slavery.
Whether it’s through free medical services, offering
classes in English as a second language, or helping a
local family with rent or utilities, Southern Baptist
churches through-out the land actively reflect God’s love
and compassion in their communities. In fact, the width
and breadth of South-ern Baptist ministries of
compassion are as expansive as the United States itself,
for Southern Baptists minister in every part of this nation,
and such ministries are the norm for Southern Baptists.

Cooperative Ministry
On a national level, Southern Baptists work with one
another to extend the compassion of Christ through
numerous means. Two ministry expressions illustrate
such collaboration.
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief (SBDR) teams respond to fires, ice storms, tornadoes, damaging winds,

hurricanes, and flooding across the United States. SBDR
is one of the three largest relief organizations in America
and includes flood cleanup efforts and long-term rebuilding in the wake of flooding. Southern Baptist volunteers
prepare most of the meals distributed by the American
Red Cross and provide many other disaster services.
Southern Baptists have more than 1,550 mobile disaster
response units on call for local, state, and national emergencies, with more than one hundred thousand trained
volunteers scattered across the nation.
Southern Baptist Global Hunger Relief (GHR), receives
and disburses designated contributions from individuals in
local Baptist churches throughout the year. All contributions to the relief fund are divided 80 percent to overseas
hunger relief and 20 percent to domestic hunger relief. Fiftysix million dollars was contributed and disbursed during the
past decade. Since Southern Baptists’ unified missions and
ministry budget, called the Cooperative Pro-gram, provides
administrative costs to the entities of the Convention, every
dollar raised through Global Hunger Relief goes directly to
meet human hunger needs. In addi-tion to food given and
poverty issues addressed through thousands of projects in
hundreds of countries, many of the world’s neediest people
have also been introduced to Jesus as the Bread of Life for
their impoverished souls.

Southern Baptists take seriously the Lord’s example of compassion and
His command to love and care for the needy.

How and Where Southern
Baptists Advance the
Gospel
Southern Baptist churches across the nation minister in
Gospel; but
strength of
Southern Baptist work is found in their voluntary cooperation to work together to advance an aggressive global
vision while maintaining a strong home base of ministry
fruitfulness.
their own neighborhoods to reach their local communities with the
they don’t stop there. The

Cooperating together is not a new idea. The Apostle Paul
applauded churches in the New Testament that pooled their
resources for Kingdom purposes (1 Corin-thians 16:1; 2
Corinthians 8:1–2, 16–24; 11:8). The BF&M summarizes
the biblical pattern of cooperation this way:

“Christ’s people should, as occasion requires, organize such associations and conventions as may
best secure cooperation for the great objects of the
Kingdom of God. Such organizations have no authority over one another or over the churches. They
are voluntary and advisory bodies designed to elicit,
combine, and direct the energies of our people in the
most effective manner. Members of New Testa-ment
churches should cooperate with one another in
carrying forward the missionary, educational, and
benevolent ministries for the extension of Christ’s
Kingdom.”†

The Cooperative Program—
Funding the Advance of the Gospel
Cooperation helps fuel the fire of Southern Baptist missions and ministries. Close to home, Southern Baptists
advance the Gospel by working together in a local association of churches. Beyond the local level, Southern
Baptists promote God’s Kingdom through missions endeavors, focused prayer, and contributions through the
Cooperative Program, a unified program for funding
Convention work.
Southern Baptist churches support the Cooperative Program by submitting contributions through a network of
state and regional Baptist conventions. The state Baptist
conventions use a portion of these funds to fuel the ministry and mission goals established by the churches in
that state. Each state Baptist convention then forwards a
percentage of those funds to the Southern Baptist

Convention, providing financial support for thousands of
church planters and missionaries in North America and
around the world, theological education through six
Southern Baptist seminaries for more than eighteen
thousand full-time and part-time students, and moral
advocacy and promotion of religious liberty. Cooperative
Program funds forwarded from the states also provide
support for the SBC operating budget.
Obviously, to spread the Gospel message to the neighborhood and to the nations requires organization and
structure to help facilitate the goal. For more information
on the structure of the Southern Baptist Convention, see
the companion publications on each area of missions
and ministry and The Southern Baptist Convention: A
Closer Look.

The Convention—
Working Together for the Gospel
The Southern Baptist Convention was formed “to provide a general organization for Baptists in the United
States and its territories for the promotion of Christian
missions at home and abroad, and any other objects
such as Christian education, benevolent enterprises, and
social services which it may deem proper and ad-visable
for the furtherance of the Kingdom of God.”†
Representatives, called messengers, from cooperating
Southern Baptist churches meet once a year to adopt
the Cooperative Program allocation budget, elect trustees to oversee the ministry entities of the Convention,
receive reports from the SBC entities, and transact the
business of the Convention. These messengers come
from churches that openly identify with the SBC and

Southern Baptist churches across the nation begin their ministries in their
own neighborhoods to reach their local communities with the Gospel.

have contributed to support the missionary, educational,
moral advocacy, and benevolent causes of the Convention.
Southern Baptists work together to spread the Gospel
throughout the land and around the world. Working through
more than one thousand geographically- based associa-tions,
dozens of ethnic fellowships, and forty-two state and regional
Baptist conventions, Southern Baptists vol-untarily unite to
engage in the Acts 1:8 pattern of spreading the Gospel—in
their local communities, throughout their states, across the
nation, and around the world.

Southern Baptist Ministry Entities—Assisting
Churches in the Advance of the Gospel
The Convention assigns and conducts its work through
eleven ministry entities—two mission boards, six seminar-ies,
an ethics and religious liberty commission, a publishing and
retail ministry, and a financial resources services minis-try—
and its Executive Committee. It also works closely with an
auxiliary organization called Woman’s Missionary Union
(WMU). While some of these ministries are self-sustaining,
the majority are supported by the churches with financial
contributions through the Cooperative Program. Of contributions received by the SBC, 73.2 percent funds mis-sions
and church planting and another 22 percent provides
ministerial training through our seminaries. Each of these
ministry entities exists for the express purpose of assisting
churches in the ultimate goal of advancing the Gospel.

• Missions, evangelism, and church planting are facilitated
through the International Mission Board and the North
American Mission Board.
• Ministerial preparation and continuing education are
provided through Golden Gate, Midwestern, New
Orleans, Southeastern, Southern, and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminaries.
• Christian ethics and religious liberty ministries are assigned to the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission.
• Church enrichment ministry and literature publication are
assignments of LifeWay Christian Resources, which
receives no Cooperative Program funding.
• GuideStone Financial Resources, which also receives
no Cooperative Program funding, manages ministe-rial
retirement and insurance needs and administers
Mission:Dignity, an assistance ministry for retired
ministers and their families.
• The SBC Executive Committee is charged to conduct
the work of the Convention between annual meetings in
all areas not otherwise assigned to one of the ministry
entities.
• The Woman’s Missionary Union is the sole auxiliary of
the SBC. It cooperates very closely with the International
Mission Board and the North American Mission Board to
encourage churches to give generously to support
missions with contributions through the Cooperative
Program and two annual missions offerings.

You will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8

Why Southern Baptists Do What They Do
The answer to why we do what we do is simple—Southern Baptists proclaim and minister the Gospel because the love of
Christ compels us to do so (2 Corinthians 5:14).
God loved us enough to send His one and only Son to pay
the penalty for our sins. Whoever believes in Him has eternal life (John 3:16). In response to the love He has
lavished on us, we are called to love one another (John
13:34–35; 15:12–17).
Jesus summarized this truth in what is called the Great
Commandment—Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the
greatest and most important command. The second is like
it: Love your neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37–39).

Southern Baptists know the Way to
have our sins forgiven and to have a
right relationship with God; the Way
to be redeemed from our sin and
delivered from its consequences; the
Way to have eternal life—not just
forever in heaven, but the fullest life
possible—the life of knowing Him (John 17:3) and knowing
Him (Philippians 3:10). That Way is Jesus (John 14:6). Love
compels us to share the Good News of His love and extend
the offer of His forgiveness with as many as possible.
†All footnotes are citations from the Convention’s primary documents and can be found at the
“About” link at SBC.net.
For more information, contact Convention Communications and
Relations, SBC Executive Committee, 901 Commerce St., Nashville, TN
37203, 1-866-722-5433.
October 2015

Love compels us to share the Good News of His love and extend the offer of

His forgiveness with as many as possible.

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

ACLOSERLOOK
Among

doctrines

Southern Baptists

emphasize is the

doctrine of local church

autonomy. Article VI of the Southern Baptist

Convention’s confession of faith clearly states,
“A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus
Christ is an autonomous local congregation of
baptized believers, associated by covenant in
the faith and fellowship of the Gospel.”†
The Southern Baptist Convention is a missional
organization designed to facilitate maximum
impact for Kingdom missions and ministries,
designed and sustained by a network of
autonomous churches working in cooperation
with one another. Such cooperation requires
trust; it requires commitment; it requires
confidence that God’s purposes are bigger than
what we can accomplish individually.
The Southern Baptist Family is comprised of other
autonomous bodies—local associations, ethnic
fellowships, state or regional Baptist conventions,
and a missions auxiliary—through which many of
these same churches labor to fulfill God’s mandate
to make disciples of all peoples.

We believe it is a wonderful thing to be part of
what God is doing through Southern Baptists.

The Southern Baptist Convention
As noted above, the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) is not
a church. It is a set of ministries supported by a network of
cooperating Baptist churches.

Its Purpose
These ministries include international and domestic
missions, theological education, advocacy for religious
liberty, literature production, insurance and retirement
services for pastors and other church workers, and the
infrastructure necessary to keep these cooperative efforts
operational. Specifically, the Convention was created “to
provide a general organization for Baptists in the United

States and its territories for the promotion of Christian
missions at home and abroad and any other objects such
as Christian education, benevolent enterprises, and social
services which it may deem proper and advisable for the
furtherance of the Kingdom of God.”†

Its Annual Meeting
Each June, representatives (called messengers) from
churches that cooperate with and support the SBC convene
for a two-day annual meeting. During the annual meeting,
messengers adopt the SBC allocation budget, elect trustees
that govern its ministries, receive motions from

Each June, representatives (called messengers ) from churches that cooperate
with and support the SBC convene for a two-day annual meeting.

Eleven Convention ministry entities and the SBC Executive Committee fulfill
specific ministries assigned by the messengers to the Convention.
messengers, review bylaw revisions, consider resolutions,
and hear inspirational reports about the great works God is
doing through our cooperative efforts as Southern Baptists.
Each Baptist church that identifies itself in “friendly
cooperation” with the Convention, as described in SBC
Constitution Article III (SBC.net/aboutus/constitution), and
contributed to Convention work during the previous fiscal year
may elect and send messengers to the annual meeting.
Messengers are encouraged to participate fully in the annual
meeting, voting on all matters according to their consciences.

Any registered messenger may make a motion during the
general business sessions. Motions usually address
questions of Convention governance or requests relative
to one of its entities. Many motions are referred to the
appropriate entity or the Executive Committee for review
and report back to the Convention at the following annual
meeting. The Convention assigns ministry statements and
elects trustees. Beyond that, the governance of each entity
is fully under the control of its respective board of trustees.
The governing documents for the Convention can be found
in the sidebar links at SBC.net/aboutus/legal.
Resolutions differ from motions in that resolutions are nonbinding statements that express the collective opinion of the
messengers at a specific SBC annual meeting on a given
subject. Covering a wide range of theological, social, and
practical topics, resolutions educate our own people about
important moral, ethical, and public policy issues; speak to the
broader culture about our beliefs; and provide helpful tools for
our churches and entities to speak with authority in the public
square about the biblical application of timely and timeless
matters. All resolutions can be researched and read in their
entirety at SBC.net/resolutions.

Its Entities
When the Convention is not in session, eleven Convention
ministry entities and the SBC Executive Committee fulfill
specific ministries assigned by the messengers to the
Convention. The authority for the work performed by these
entities is found in forty “ministry statements” given to the
entities by the messengers to the Convention. These
ministry assignments are in the Convention Organization
Manual posted at SBC.net/aboutus/legal/organization. asp.
Governance of these entities rests in the hands of more
than five hundred pastors and laypersons elected by
messengers to the Convention to serve rotating terms on
the respective boards of trustees.

The Convention’s Entities, the Executive
Committee, and Woman’s Missionary Union
(WMU), are as follows:
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
Mill Valley, California (1944)
GGBTS.edu
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Kansas City, Missouri (1957)
MBTS.edu
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary
New Orleans, Louisiana (1917)
NOBTS.edu
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary
Wake Forest, North Carolina (1951)
SEBTS.edu
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
Louisville, Kentucky (1859)
SBTS.edu
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Fort Worth, Texas (1908)
SWBTS.edu
Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission
Nashville, Tennessee (1913)
Washington, DC
ERLC.com
Executive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention
Nashville, Tennessee (1917)
SBC.net
GuideStone Financial Resources
Dallas, Texas (1918)
GuideStone.org
International Mission Board
Richmond, Virginia (1845)
IMB.org
LifeWay Christian Resources
Nashville, Tennessee (1891)
LifeWay.com
North American Mission Board
Alpharetta, Georgia (1845, 1997)
NAMB.net
Woman’s Missionary Union
Birmingham, Alabama (1888)
WMU.com

There are almost fifty Southern Baptist seminary branch campuses
and extension centers across the United States.

host of ministries within the states and across the nation,
the Convention created the Cooperative Program and
invited the state conventions to partner with it, which they
gladly did and do. The vast majority of Southern Baptist
churches maintain this historic relationship of what many
call “three levels of cooperation.” On the local level,
churches participate in a local association of Baptist
churches—the “Jerusalem” component of cooperative
ministry (see Acts 1:8). On the state level, churches
participate in common ministries, missions, and fellowship
in an attempt to evangelize and serve the spiritual needs
of those in the “Judea and Samaria” components of their
Great Commission mandate. At the national level,
churches participate in the “uttermost parts of the earth”
component of missions and ministries.

Its Executive Committee
In addition to the eleven ministry entities, messengers to
the Convention elect seventy-nine individuals from across
the nation to serve on the SBC Executive Committee (EC).
The SBC president, SBC recording secretary, and WMU
president also serve on the Executive Committee, for a
total of eighty-two members. The Executive Committee is
charged to serve as the fiduciary, fiscal, and executive
entity of the Convention in all its affairs not specifically
assigned to another board or entity. The EC is comprised
of members from thirty-four qualifying states or defined
regions and includes about an equal number of pastors
and church staff from many church types and sizes and
laypersons from a wide variety of professions.
These eighty-two individuals meet three times each year to
prepare and review the Convention budget; act in an
advisory capacity on all questions of cooperation among
the entities of the Convention and among the SBC and the
state conventions; conduct the general work of promotion
and publicity of the overall Southern Baptist ministry; work
with the entities in regard to their respective ministry
statements; and myriad other duties as spelled out in SBC
Bylaw 18 and the EC’s six ministry statements.

Its Funding
The principal means by which Southern Baptist churches
fund their respective state convention ministries and the
missions and ministries of the SBC is through the
Cooperative Program. In 1925, recognizing the need to
consolidate financial appeals to the churches from a

Church gifts to state convention and SBC ministries flow
through the Cooperative Program. The state conventions
receive gifts from the churches. Messengers from the
churches in each state meet annually and determine what
percentage of Cooperative Program gifts from churches in
that state is used for state-sponsored ministry and what
percentage is forwarded to the national Convention to fund
the ministries of the Southern Baptist Convention. The
percentage forwarded varies from state to state. Historical
charts showing Cooperative Program gifts received by the
SBC from the states may be found at SBC.net/CP.
Of the funds the SBC receives from state conventions, 97
cents of every dollar goes directly to national or international
missions and ministry through the two mission boards, the six
seminaries, and the SBC’s ethics and religious liberty
ministry. The allocation budget is as follows:

•
•
•
•
•

50.41% to International Missions;
22.79% to North American Missions;
22.16% to Theological Education;
1.65% to Ethics and Religious Liberty; and
2.99% to the SBC Operating Budget.

The SBC operating budget includes funding for the
Convention’s Executive Committee; the SBC annual
meeting; SBC committee meetings; Cooperative Program
and stewardship promotion; SBC.net web pages
development and management; the SBC president’s
budget; SBC legal and insurance costs; subsidy for the
annual SBC pastor’s conference; fostering Global
Evangelical Relations; and production and distribution of
SBC LIFE and Baptist Press, which can be accessed
online at SBCLife.net and BPNews.net.

The Executive Committee is charged to serve as the fiduciary, fiscal, and
executive entity of the Convention in all its affairs not specifically
assigned to another board or entity.

The Cooperative Program: Like a Mighty River
Churches send
annual missions
offerings to the
mission boards
through their
states in a
virtual pipeline
to supplement
regular
CP support
(100%)

Churches send a
percentage for the
Cooperative Program
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In addition to gifts made through the Cooperative Program,
the Convention, in partnership with WMU, promotes two
annual offerings for missions, both named after former
missionaries—the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® for
International Missions and the Annie Armstrong Easter

Offering® for North American Missions. The Convention
also receives designated funds for Global Hunger Relief
(GHR). All funds received through GHR are distributed
80 percent to international hunger ministry and 20
percent to North American hunger ministry.

respective states, and age-graded resources to assist
churches in their Bible study and discipleship ministries.
However, the dominant focus of the state conventions is
to assist their cooperating churches in evangelism,
church planting, volunteer partnership missions,
leadership development, disaster relief mobilization, and
spiritual growth and prayer support.

The Southern Baptist
Family
Southern Baptists are not hierarchical, with a top-down
denominational structure. In fact, Southern Baptists can only be
called a “denomination” in the word’s most general
meaning. Churches that practice believer’s baptism by
immersion have been “denominated” as Baptists for
many centuries. When the Southern Baptist Convention
was formed in 1845, it used the term in this general way
in the preamble to its Constitution. By doctrine and
polity, the SBC cannot and does not unite local
congregations into a single “church” or denominational
body. Each cooperating Baptist body—local church,
association, state convention, and auxiliary—retains its
sovereignty and is fully autonomous.
These autonomous Baptist bodies work together in
friendly cooperation to achieve common Kingdom
ministries and purposes. Each autonomous Baptist
church, association, ethnic fellowship, and state
convention participates in SBC causes voluntarily.

State Conventions and Local Associations
The SBC maintains a fraternal, cooperative relationship
with forty-two state and regional Baptist conventions in the
United States and its territories. These state conventions
provide multiple services for, with, and among the
cooperating churches in their respective states or regions.
Some of these services include ministries to at-risk children
through residential and foster care, ministries to disabled
adults, pregnancy care services, funding for Baptist
colleges and academies within the

The SBC also cooperates closely with more than one
thousand associations of Baptist churches on the local
level and more than thirty racial and ethnic fellowships.
Local associations and ethnic fellowships provide the
most grass-roots organizational structure in Baptist life,
promoting
regular
opportunities
for
fellowship,
cooperative ministries, and partnership missions. The
SBC has traditionally looked to local associations to
determine the “baptistic” identity of churches desiring to
align with the Convention in its cooperative endeavors.
Though a church may be part of the Southern Baptist
family without participating with a cooperating state
convention or local Baptist association, more than 99
percent of all cooperating churches have historically
participated in both state and national ministries. To
learn more about the work of Southern Baptists in your
area, locate your state on the map posted at SBC.net/
stateconventionsearch. Contact information for the state
conventions and local associations is listed.

Synergy and Cooperation
Why be part of a fellowship of churches, associations,
state conventions, and national Convention that
cooperates together? It is natural and biblical that
churches would take the opportunity to identify with other
like-minded churches. This allows churches to be a part
of a larger enterprise, pooling their resources to
establish and advance Great Commission work. This
loose-knit family structure can create a synergy in which
the impact of the whole can be greater than the sum of
the individual parts, giving churches a way collectively to
express their convictions and realize their vision.

Flexibility and Freedom
Baptists have long held the principles of congregational
self-governance and self-support. Local churches select
their own staff, ordain their own ministers, adopt their
own budgets, organize their own ministries, hold legal
title to their own properties, develop their own
governance policies and bylaws, and establish their own
membership requirements.

Local churches select their own staff, ordain their own ministers, adopt
their own budgets, organize their own ministries, hold legal title to their
own properties . . . and establish their own membership requirements.

The Southern Baptist Convention does none of these, for it
is not a “church” and it has no authority over the churches.
The SBC Constitution is clear: the SBC “does not claim
and will never attempt to exercise authority over any other
Baptist body.”† The Convention does not ordain ministers,
assign staff to churches, levy contributions, choose
literature, adopt the church calendar, monitor or maintain
church membership lists, or assign persons to churches
according to place of residence. These are all local church
prerogatives and responsibilities.

Cooperative Diversity
Within the Body of Christ, there is a great diversity of gifts,
temperament, taste, and experience. Churches benefit
from this range of qualities within their own fellowship and
through cooperative relationships with other churches.
Churches learn from and complement one another. This is
not a matter of moral or doctrinal compromise. You cannot
believe and do just anything and remain a part of

the Southern Baptist fellowship. All Baptist bodies have
limits. But within those limits, there is room for significant
cooperative diversity.
Though many Baptists work closely with other Christian
groups on matters of social justice, benevolence, and
evangelism in their local communities, the Southern Baptist

Convention does not enter into formal relationships with
inter-denominational councils or ministry initiatives.
The beauty of how Southern Baptists work together for
Kingdom purposes is that each church, association, state
convention, ethnic and racial fellowship, and the entities of
the SBC covenant to work with one another in a spirit of
mutual respect and trust. While no Baptist body is perfect,
when we cooperate together for Kingdom purposes, each
leverages the strengths of the other in a way that amplifies
the collective abilities of the whole. This is the Southern
Baptist family.

Churches

Individuals

A church typically aligns with the
Southern Baptist Convention by
formally declaring that it is a Baptist
church in “friendly cooperation” with
the Convention and contributing to the
mission causes of the Convention
through one of our cooperating state
conventions or directly to the
Convention. The number of messengers
a church may seat at the annual
meeting depends on the amount it
contributed to Convention work in the
previous fiscal year. We encourage
churches that wish to identify with the
SBC to notify their state convention
office. Even if they have not yet qualified
to send messengers to the SBC annual
meeting, their report of current giving to
Convention work will signal their
cooperative intention and prompt their
addition to Convention mailing lists.

Individuals do not “join” the Southern
Baptist Convention; rather, they
become Southern Baptist by joining
one of the fifty thousand churches and
church-type missions that cooperate
with the Convention. Each church can
tell you its membership requirements
and expectations.

Ministers
In Southern Baptist life, licensing and
ordination of ministers is a local church
matter. There is no denominational
ordination service. The list of Southern

Baptist
ministers
on
SBC.net/
ministersearch is simply a compilation
from the reports of the churches and
is the responsibility of the churches to
update. Since the SBC is not a
church, it can neither ordain nor
defrock ministers; nor does it maintain

a list of “certified” ministers. Ministerial
calling, licensing, and ordination are
the responsibility of each local church
and are certified by the congregation.

Resources, Training, and
Service Opportunities
The Southern Baptist Convention and
its broader Southern Baptist Family
work together to offer churches a wide
array of Bible study literature and
other digital materials, workshops,
retreats, conferences, consultants,
volunteer mission opportunities, video
and audio resources, fellowship, and
lists of prayer needs. It’s great to have
such a support system—a network of
resources to assist churches and
members in their development as
whole persons who faithfully follow
and serve our great God and Savior,
Jesus Christ.

†All footnotes are citations from the Convention’s primary documents and can be found at the “About” link at SBC.net.
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