
Adult Christian Formation Opportunities 
September 2022 

 

Dancing in No Man’s Land 
Sunday Mornings, September 18 to October 30* 
10:15–11:15 a.m., Grace Room 
Facilitators:  Ron Beams and Bob Bagby 
 
As Christians, we proclaim a God of reconciliation and restoration, a God who makes all things new in 
Christ Jesus. As Christians, we also live in a world where reconciliation seems thin on the ground and 
where conflict, defensiveness, polarization and fractured relations seem the law of the land. And as 
Christians, we can find ourselves caught up in and, worse, contributing to this hurt and brokenness. 
This isn’t what we want! But how do we learn to become agents of God’s love in such a divided and 
angry world? 
 
Pastor Brian Jennings offers a way forward in his book, Dancing in No Man’s 
Land: Moving with Peace and Truth in a Hostile World (NavPress, 2018; ISBN-13: 
978-1631467738). As summarized on the book’s jacket, “Our fractured world 
desperately needs a different way: people who will speak gently, value truth, and 
think clearly. This book is … a life-giving and practical journey into the way of 
Jesus that will revolutionize how we view conflict. We can choose to speak both 
truth and peace in the midst of [hostility].” Because this sort of an endeavor 
takes courage, it is for the brave. It is also for those who – brave or not – believe 
that our God is still a God of reconciliation who is making all things new in Christ. 
It is an endeavor for believers who are willing to follow Jesus into a fraying world 
as witnesses to the shalom He achieved on the cross. 
 
Jennings’ book will frame our weekly conversations, which will be lively and respectful engagements 
with his ideas and with one another. There will be no attempt to persuade anyone to adopt a 
particular political or cultural viewpoint. Instead, this will be a space for learning together how we as 
Christians can better engage the divisiveness that is within us and around us, thereby better serving as 
agents of Christ’s peace and reconciliation in our communities and our world. Join us for this timely 
and much-needed conversation! 
 
Participants should purchase a copy of the book before September 18. If there is an obstacle to your 
doing so, or if you have questions about the course, please contact Ron Beams (916-942-9996 or 
rdbeams@prodigy.net) or Bob Bagby (916-494-4342 or robertbagby@comcast.net). 
 
*Note:  No class on Sunday, October 2, as we will gather with the rest of the congregation for First 
Sunday Sabbath fellowship instead. 
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Life's Transitions: Finding Healing and Hope  
Tuesday Evenings, September 13 to October 18 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
This six-week series is designed to assist those who have experienced some 
form of life change. This experience could be from one's past, or a recent or 
current circumstance, and could include illness, death of a loved one, family 
dysfunction issues, divorce, long-term illness, or other major life adjustment. 
How we manage these changes can take time, and it requires effort and 
energy. One main focus of the class is discovering the right “tools” to work 
through the issues and current conditions each individual is facing or may 
have faced in the transition. The ultimate goal is renewal and healing. 
 
We will seek God's wisdom and healing for each participant. These weekly 
meetings are held in a safe setting and in total confidentiality among 
participants. Please consider this series as a beginning to find strength and 
renewal from the burdens carried—no matter how long they have been 
carried. This series is also open to the community at large.                                        Photo by Patrick Hendry on Unsplash 
 
If you have questions or would like to register, please contact Ron at rdbeams@prodigy.net or (916) 
942-9996. This series is limited to nine attendees, so early registration is recommended. 
 
 

 
Discovering Your Spiritual Gift(s) 
Wednesday Afternoons, September 14 to October 19 
1:00–2:30 p.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Linda Whitney 
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.   –  1 Peter 4:10 
 
If you’ve ever had a difficult time deciding where you could best serve within 
the faith community, this class could be helpful to YOU.  The Apostles Peter 
and Paul say that every believer has received spiritual gifts.  This class can help 
you identify yours! 
 
This class will meet in person for six weeks at Faith. We will be using a book 
called Network Participant’s Guide, by Bruce Bugbee and Don Cousins 
(Zondervan, revised edition, 2005), to help lead us through the discovery 
process.  Enrollment is limited to 12 people. If you have questions or would 
like to register for the class, please contact Linda Whitney at (916) 421-0341 
or lnlwhitney@sbcglobal.net. 
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Knowing God Better 
Wednesday Evenings, September 28 to November 16 
7:00–8:30 p.m., Online via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Alice Parente 

 
Have you ever wondered if any of these statements might be true for you?  

“God blesses me when I'm good and punishes me when I'm bad.” 
“God hates the way I am.”  
“God is angry with me.”  
“God doesn’t really care about me or what happens to me.”  
“If God really loved me, He wouldn’t want me to suffer like He did.”  

 
We all have ideas that we tell ourselves about God and how he works in our lives. Some are true, but 
many are false. These thoughts determine not only who we are but impact how we live. In fact, 
theologian A. W. Tozer claims, “The most important thing about a person is what they think about 
God. The path to spiritual transformation begins here.” 
 
You are invited to an eight-week series dedicated to exploring Knowing God 
Better.  James Bryan Smith’s book, The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love 
with the God Jesus Knows, will be the basis for our discussion and growth.  
 
In The Good and Beautiful God, Smith turns to the Gospels to put our ideas to 
the test and see if they match up with what Jesus himself reveals about God. 
Once he presents the truth to be discovered in Scripture, Smith leads each of us 
through a process of personal spiritual formation that includes specific activities 
aimed at making these new narratives real in our body and soul as well as our 
mind and everyday life.  
 
This deep, loving, and transformative book will help you discover the narratives that Jesus lived by―to 
know the God he knew and whose kingdom he proclaimed―and to practice spiritual exercises that 
will help you experience a deeper love, trust, understanding, and faith in God. 
 
For questions or concerns … or to let Alice know you are interested in joining … contact her at 
vsas77@earthtlink.net. The Zoom link is https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564.  You can purchase the 
book here – https://tinyurl.com/2esbmhmz – or through your favorite site. 
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