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Many of us have been ready for this New Year for 
some time now, and here it is! You’ll want to see 

Page 3 for Pastor Jeff’s commentary on 2020. 
 

Although we will continue to meet online as this 
new year begins, there is no shortage of 

opportunities to connect with our Faith Family. 
Many Adult Formation classes are scheduled on 

Sunday evenings as well as throughout the week. 
Pages 6 to 8 have all the details.  

 
You’ll also find examples of how Faith is reaching 
out to the community – in particular, see Page 4. 

 
Happy New Year to All – we look forward to 

continuing to worship with you in 2021!! 
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Sunday Worship Online 
10:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service. 

 
Sunday School 

Pre-K–Grade 6:  9:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Christian Formation Class   

7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 
 

Pastor Jeff’s Column 
See Page 3 

 
Adult Christian Formation 

See Pages 6 - 8 
 

Documentary Screening: 
‘PURPLE’ 

January 2 AND January 23 
See Page 5 

 
COVID Advisory Team Forum 

January 3 
See Page 2 

 
One Child, One Hen Update 

See Page 2 
 

‘Per Capita’, Explained 
See Page 9 

 
Youth News 
See Page 13 

 
Session Highlights 

See Page 14 
 
 
 

The PresbyNews is published monthly 
by a team of volunteer writers. 

 
Please send submissions to  

Editor Suzy Hughes at 
suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 
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News You Can Use 
 

 
In Memory of Lynn Weston 

 
On November 25, 2020, Lynn Weston died from a failing artificial heart valve 
and cancer. Her son, John, and daughter, Emily, were at her bedside. Her 
brother Bob Straight, sister-in-law Betty Straight, and niece Marci McElman 
spent a couple of hours via FaceTime singing her favorite hymns, sharing 
memories, and letting her know she was greatly loved. By squeezing her 
daughter’s hand, she communicated her goodbye and that she knew we 
were there with her. She has left us all with wonderful memories. 
 
There will be a celebration of Lynn’s life when it is safe to do so. We will keep 
our Faith Family up to date when plans are set in place.  

 
COVID Advisory Team Forum 

What can we expect from the new vaccine? (And other questions you might have) 
 

Join us Sunday evening, January 3, at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom for a forum with 
members of our COVID Advisory Team.  There is so much in the news regarding 
the new COVID vaccines. Our team is uniquely qualified to help us gain some 
much-needed understanding and clarification. Watch for the Zoom link in email 
communications and on our website under the blue “Online Class Info” tab on 
the left side of the page. In both places we will include a link to an excellent 
article from The Gospel Coalition on this topic, and we encourage you to read 
the article before the forum. Please feel free to invite others beyond our 
congregation who may be interested. 

 
One Child One Hen Ministry 

 
A couple of reminders as we close out the year with Faith’s ministry partner, 
One Child One Hen, an organization working to eradicate poverty by 
empowering women and children in Kenya. 
 
FIRST, as we enter another phase of COVID lockdown, please save your 
aluminum cans and plastic bottles, sorted if possible, for when we reopen 
the building again. We are not able to receive recyclables at the church at 
present. 
 
TWO, year-end gifts in support of this vital ministry may be made by 
visiting the secure donations page of their website: 
https://onechildonehen.org/. Thank you! 

  

https://onechildonehen.org/
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Pastor’s Column 
Grateful for 2020? 
Pastor Jeff Chapman 
 
A good friend of mine sent me this the other day (see 
below). Some church or business used their street-side 
sign to express their sentiments about 2020. It’s a 
sentiment shared by many. As the New Year came and 
went, did you know anybody who said, “I’m sorry it’s 
over! I wish 2020 could have lasted a little longer?”  
Nobody I know. Slap me into next year, momma! 
 

I get it.  2020 was a hard year for almost everybody. I listened to an ER physician the 
other day talk about how during a normal crisis they can call for backup support from 
other regions beyond the local disaster. That wasn’t true with COVID because everyone 
in every place was experiencing disaster! My grandchildren will study this year in history 
class – so much upheaval (COVID, political, racial, economic, etc.) in one calendar year!  
Good riddance 2020!  Right? 
 

I will not feel sentimental as I look back on this past year.  At the same time, I wonder how many of us will eventually 
reflect back on 2020 as a year in which God used the challenges we faced to grow us in ways, individually and 
collectively, that otherwise might not have happened. I have lamented the losses of this past year, especially the loss of 
life.  But I also know that out of crisis God has brought opportunity. On a personal level, I have been reminded how 
much my circumstances are really out of my control. That’s not a bad reminder. I’ve recognized how inter-dependent we 
really are upon one another. As life in the church has had to adapt in almost every way, it’s become clear to me which 
parts of our church life are essential and which parts we can really do without. It’s the gift of pruning, really. With less 
activity on the calendar, there has been more time for spiritual practices, more time around the dinner table, more time 
to get outside and walk, more time to be still in one place. All these have been gifts that I might not have received in a 
non-COVID 2020.   
 
One of my favorite Christian writers, Dallas Willard, says, “God has yet to bless anyone except where they actually are, 
and if we faithlessly discard situation after situation, moment after moment, as not being “right,” we will simply have no 
place to receive his kingdom into our life.”  2020 has not been “right.” Some of it I would absolutely change, if given the 
chance, especially the loss of dear brothers and sisters in Christ who are no longer with us. At the same time, I’m also 
grateful that God has used the hard moments and seasons of this year to shape us more and more towards conformity to 
his good and pleasing will. I’m not about to say that God caused COVID. I firmly believe, however, that God has used this 
crisis as an opportunity to grow those of us who are willing to grow. 
 
I don’t know what 2021 will bring.  Are we so sure that it will be easier, better, more to our liking?  Maybe.  Maybe not.  
Either way, one thing God has taught me this year is to be open to years and seasons (even days) that aren’t to my liking.  
When hardship comes, school is in session. I can’t help but think of the beginning of James’ letter: “Consider it pure joy, 
my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.”  Is it possible for us to consider 2020 a year of pure joy?  Not happiness, but joy?  It all depends on what it has 
produced in us. 
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
Jeff 
  

 

 



January 2021 PresbyNews                        Page 4 of 15 

SSIP CHRISTMAS BAGS 
About 15 Faith folks gathered at SSIP to put together 500 bags for clients to be handed out in the days before 
Christmas. Thank you to all that stepped in and served since we weren’t able to do our usual food sorting 
Thanksgiving week! Here are a few pics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Faith Delivers Tents, Sleeping Bags, and Blankets to the Homeless 
  
Dear Faith Friends and Supporters: 
 
The Soul Sisters life group would like to express their deepest 
appreciation to our brothers and sisters at Faith and beyond 
for your generous contributions of numerous tents, sleeping 
bags, blankets, and other warm items, to aid the homeless. 
 
The Soul Sisters and Ron Beams delivered the items to Loaves 
& Fishes, and Tina (the coordinator) will organize and start 
distributing the items to persons in need right away. Thank 
you again for your support, and may the Lord continue to 
bless all of you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Chibwe Chungu – on Behalf of Soul Sisters Life Group  
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Two Opportunities to See Purple 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you find yourself distressed by the “Red/Blue divide” that seems to define our nation these days, and if you yearn for 
something better than bitter division between fellow Americans, please consider taking part in a viewing of Purple, a 20-
minute documentary that goes right to heart of our political differences and models a respectful way forward. 
 
Purple tells the true story of how everyday Americans with opposing political viewpoints address their differences head-
on and, in the process, discover the concerns and humanity that lie behind each other's positions. The film takes place in 
rural Wisconsin and Iowa, two swing states where "Reds" and "Blues" live in the same neighborhoods, and where many 
people feel unrepresented by the two-party system.   
 
Designed to build greater empathy and recognition in the face of deepening U.S. divides, Purple models rare 
conversation that uplifts and inspires, even while going toward the heat of passionate political differences. Purple is 
produced by "Resetting the Table" (RTT) – a nonprofit organization that strengthens democracy through building 
collaborative deliberation across political silos in America today – in partnership with Transient Pictures, an Emmy-
award-winning production firm. RTT equips community leaders with the tools and skills to open courageous fault-line 
issues within and across their communities. RTT’s national programs include facilitation training, communication skill-
building workshops, multi-perspective educational classes, and decision-making forums. 
 
Because we find ourselves in one of the weightiest and most charged ongoing election seasons in our history, this topic 
couldn’t be timelier. Join us for one of two online screenings of Purple early in January. After the film, there will be time 
for discussion. So bring your popcorn and tune in as we think and learn together about how to de-escalate our country's 
divisions and foster greater recognition, sympathy, and insight in the face of them. 
 

Purple 
Two Screenings on Zoom: 

Saturday, January 2, at 4:00 p.m. 
or Saturday, January 23, at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Pre-registration is required. Register for one of the two viewings at: 

https://faithpresby.elexiochms.com/external/form/7becb1c6-70bf-47ec-95ef-525cdff4a547 
The link for the online screening will be sent directly to participants after they register. 

 

https://faithpresby.elexiochms.com/external/form/7becb1c6-70bf-47ec-95ef-525cdff4a547
https://faithpresby.elexiochms.com/external/form/7becb1c6-70bf-47ec-95ef-525cdff4a547
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Online Adult Christian Formation Opportunities for  
January and February 2021 

Adult Sunday School 
All Sunday Classes are from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 

All Adult Christian Formation opportunities in January and February 2021 will be offered online on Zoom. To participate, 
you must either download Zoom to your computer (https://zoom.us/) or download the Zoom App to your smartphone. 
Links to all online offerings are available on Faith’s website at www.faithpresby.org. Click on the link a few minutes 
before the class begins to join the group. 
 

Ripe Tomatoes Workshop 
January 10, 17, 24 – 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
Facilitator: Jeff Chapman 
No, this isn't a gardening class.  It's not tomato season anyway, at least in our backyard. Instead, these three workshops 
will be companions to Jeff's Ripe Tomatoes sermon series in January, which will focus on evangelism. For many of us 
evangelism is a word we'd like to avoid (at best) or forget (at worst). That's tragic, because the word comes from a New 
Testament Greek word that, when translated, literally means "message of good news." In the sermon series we will not 
only recover the true and beautiful meaning of evangelism but also explore how Jesus teaches all his followers to 
become evangelists. In these 30-minute Sunday evening workshops, Jeff will offer some practical tools we can use 
towards this end. Don't worry, none of these involves knocking on doors or standing with a bullhorn on street 
corners.  In fact, evangelism is a whole lot more like picking ripe tomatoes than any of those things.   
 
Diving Deeper into Revelation  
January 31 - 7:00 p.m. 
Facilitator: Jeff Chapman 
Confused by all the different interpretations of the Book of Revelation? 
As Pastor Jeff Chapman begins preaching an eight-week sermon series on 
Revelation, this one-session course serves as an important primer on how to read and approach this letter.  
 
The Last Battle: C. S. Lewis' Take on the End Times 
February 7, 14, 21, 28 - 7:00 p.m. 
Facilitator: Jeff Chapman 
 
The Chronicles of Narnia is a series of fantasy novels by C.S. Lewis set in the fictional realm of 
Narnia, a fantasy world of magic, mythical beasts and talking animals. On the surface, the 
seven books might seem directed at children, and children do certainly love them. But the 
theological truths communicated through these stories about the Christian faith are deeply 
profound and have much to teach believers of all ages. The final book, The Last Battle, tells the 
story of the last days of Narnia and the ushering in of the New Narnia by the great lion, Aslan, 
the Christ figure in the Chronicles. The story gives Lewis a chance to project how he 
understands the last days of our world as interpreted from the apocalyptic writings of 
scripture.  Jeff (who says this is by far is favorite of the Narnia books) will lead us through a 
study of the images and ideas presented in this short book. This will be a perfect companion to 
our Sunday morning preaching series on John's letter of Revelation. Course participants are encouraged to buy and 
read the book themselves.   

 

https://zoom.us/
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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Midweek Classes and Groups 
 

Liturgy of the Ordinary  
Wednesdays, January 6 to February 10 – 7:00-8:30 p.m.   
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Alice Parente 
 

You are invited to join an eight-week class dedicated to finding  
hope, humor, and habits in the humdrum of our current daily lives. 

In the overlooked moments and routines of our day, 
we can become aware of God's presence in surprising ways. 

How do we embrace the sacred in the ordinary and the ordinary in the sacred? 
 
Framed around one ordinary day, Liturgy of the Ordinary explores daily life through the 
lens of liturgy, small practices, and habits that form us. Each chapter looks at 
something—making the bed, brushing her teeth, losing her keys—that the author does 
every day. Drawing from the diversity of her life as a campus minister, Anglican priest, 
friend, wife, and mother, Tish Harrison Warren opens up a practical theology of the 
everyday. Each activity is related to a spiritual practice as well as an aspect of our Sunday 
worship.  
 
Come and discover the holiness of your every day. Everyone is invited to be a part of this 
group.  
 
If you would like to take part, RSVP to Alice at vsas77@earthlink.net.  You can call Alice with questions at (916) 
212-0803.  While it is recommended you acquire the book or e-book prior to the class, this is not a 
requirement.  You can just show up, listen, learn, and participate.   
 
Reviews of Liturgy of the Ordinary: 
"Sometimes the difference between drudgery and epiphany is just seeing things from the right angle, a frame 
that reframes everything, even the mundane. This marvelous little book is that certain slant of light that 
illuminates the everyday as an arena of sanctification, where the Spirit makes us holy in ways we might miss. 
You don't need more to do in a day, Warren shows. Instead, reframe the everyday as an extension of worship, 
and folding the laundry, washing dishes, and even commuting become habitations of the Spirit." 
----James K. A. Smith, author of Desiring the Kingdom and You Are What You Love 
 
"This beautiful book will brush the dust from your dingy days and reveal the extraordinary that is to be found 
in the ordinary. No mundane daily task will be the same once these pages open your eyes to how the work of 
your hands reflects the ways of the Creator and the rhythms of eternity." 
---Karen Swallow Prior, author of Booked and Fierce Convictions 
  

mailto:vsas77@earthlink.net
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Midweek Classes and Groups, cont. 
 
New Name! New Focus! New Ideas! 
Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m.  
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitated by Ron Beams 
 
For almost ten months, a great group of seniors has been meeting on Thursdays at 2:00 p.m.  They will continue in 2021 
with a new name and focus. The group unanimously agreed that "Thursdays with Ron and Friends" works well as the 
new name. The focus will be on a wide range of subjects while avoiding politics, elections, and virus discussions. "We 
want to look at great stories, famous people's lives, and informative and fun videos." The group will always share 
concerns and pray for one another each week. A regular component is group sharing with lots of open discussion and 
input. 
 
This will be a great opportunity for Faith's seniors to enjoy a refreshing break during the week and have some enjoyable 
fellowship. You can easily join any Thursday session by going to the church website at faithpresby.org. Click the blue 
"Online Classes" button on the left, scroll down to the class name, and click on the Zoom link there.  We hope to see you 
at our first Thursday meeting on January 7! 
 

A Shout-Out to Our Ann Johnson! 
 
We thought you would all enjoy reading this note of thanks from the North Central California Presbyter to Ann for all her 
faithful service: 
 
Greetings Session of Faith Presbyterian Church! 
  
On behalf of the Joint Council serving the Stockton and Sacramento Presbyteries, we recognize and give thanks for the 
gift of service given by one of your ruling elders, Ann Johnson. Ann served as Vice Moderator and then Moderator of the 
Sacramento Presbytery, then served as Chair of Council. That was a big three-year commitment! Ann served with such a 
depth of faith and Spirit! This year, she had the added challenges of the formation of a Joint Council and doing that via 
Zoom! The grace she extended to all was such a gift. 
  
We are grateful for the three years of energy, intelligence, imagination and love which Ann gave. Relationships are 
stronger, understanding of God’s ways deepened and the future of our presbytery has been shaped because of her 
presence and contributions. We recognize Ann’s strength of character and witness and commend her. We pray that she 
was blessed as she was a blessing. 
   
God will continue to be at work in Ann’s life and ministry as it takes a shift in direction. God may call her to serve the 
presbytery in other capacities. This is an exciting time as we form a new presbytery! We are having holy conversations 
with a wide variety of people as we explore together ways the Spirit might be nudging them to be involved. Please feel 
free to contact me if the Spirit is nudging you! 
  
Shalom, 
  
Jerilyn (Jeri) Viera Dahlke 
Nominating Committee, Chair, North Central California Presbytery 
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Paying Taxes in Church?  Per Capita Explained 
Your $30 Can Go a Long Way! 

 
 
Did you know that Faith Presbyterian Church is asked to pay $30.13 per member to our denomination? Is this a church 
tax? Well, not quite. 
 
The fee, known as per capita, is a voluntary payment that congregations make to help support the larger church. As you 
probably know, Faith is a part of a much larger body, the Presbyterian Church (USA). As a connectional church, we 
believe it is God’s desire that we share in mission, community, and worship with those beyond the walls of our own 
congregation. Certainly, this sharing is to extend beyond Presbyterians, but our own denomination is a good place to 
start. 
 
The General Assembly describes per capita giving as “an opportunity for all communicant members of the Presbyterian  
Church through the governing bodies to participate equally, responsibly, and interdependently by sharing the cost of the 
coordination and evaluation of the mission; and of performing ecclesiastical, legislative, and judicial functions that 
identify a Reformed Church, while at the same time strengthening the sense of community among Presbyterians.” Put 
simply, the per capita supports the system of government that defines the Presbyterian Church (USA) and benefits every 
member and congregation.     
 
Where will Faith’s per capita payment go? A portion goes to support the General 
Assembly, the national governing body of our denomination. There it helps to fund, 
among other things, General Assembly meetings, staff, ecumenical work, office 
space, and other administrative costs. A much larger portion of the per capita stays 
regionally and locally going to the Synod of the Pacific and the Presbytery of 
Sacramento, which provide local support for the member congregations similar to 
the support the General Assembly provides on a national level. The per capita 
supports the governmental glue that holds Presbyterians together. It exists to allow 
the whole church to share equitably in those things that make us Presbyterians.   
 
The Session of Faith is asking that members consider making the per capita payment above and beyond your annual 
pledge. If you are able, we ask that you use the designated envelope in the front of your pledge box to make this 
payment of $30.13 per church member in your family. Children of members and inactive members are not asked to pay 
per capita. The Session is committed to paying the per capita for all of our members, whether or not individual members 
make a contribution. However, if we all simply made this small extra commitment, which would collectively amount to 
nearly $13,000, we could, instead, use the funds for God’s work here at Faith.   
 
Whether or not you are able to make this extra payment this year, at least be encouraged that funds being sent from 
this congregation allow us to work with other Presbyterian churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the 
world!   
 
For more information on Per Capita and how it is used, visit the PCUSA’a denominational website at: 
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/  
 

 

 

 

 

http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/
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Elder’s Column 

Building and Property Maintenance Team 

Focus Report 

Elder Bob Bagby 
Each year the Building and Property Maintenance Committee works to ensure that the Faith campus is safe, secure and 
in good working order. Our house of worship normally maintains a busy schedule as it provides a base of operations for 
the Lord’s work in our congregation, community and beyond. This year has been different, and it has definitely been an 
adjustment for all our ministries.  
 
The property team has completed a number of projects both large and small this year, resulting in improvements inside 
the buildings and on the grounds. Outside, we began the year with the planting of our Aptos Blue Redwood Memorial 
Tree in front of the Link Hall windows. This location for the memorial tree is a great one that will provide much needed 
shade from the setting sun. We have continued culling the trees on the campus, especially our “pear orchard,” which 
was becoming quite problematic, and we are now on a biannual tree maintenance schedule.  
 
Maintenance repairs have been completed on a major portion of the parking lot.  The whole lot has been sealed and 
restriped, repairs that will help improve the lot’s durability and longevity.  Exterior signs have been installed at sidewalk 
access points to the parking areas. The signs are visible from vehicles, giving visitors to the campus directional 
information prior to parking. Two larger campus maps are coming soon and should be installed early in 2021. Fire lanes 
have been painted red with lettering, in order to ensure that emergency vehicles have clear access. 
 
Although we have not been able to hold our “Faith Workdays” this year due to the pandemic, numerous people have 
stepped up as needs have arisen. We are thankful for their committed support when the call has gone out for help! 
Finally, we have replaced the play chips in the playground, ensuring that all the active kids at Faith have a soft landing, if 
needed! 
 
Inside, we have completed a number of improvements and maintenance tasks. Early this spring, we upgraded the coffee 
makers in the small kitchen to improve delivery and to ease the servers’ task of making the coffee.  No more standing on 
stools to pour the water in, as the coffee makers are now plumbed and wired to be automatic. We have addressed the 
signage issue by installing informational signs at the entrances to various wings in the church.  These signs will help 
visitors more easily locate specific rooms and areas, and all offices, classrooms and bathrooms are now marked with 
over-the-door signs. 
   
We have been able to repaint a number of rooms, including Link Hall and Room 2, and are continuing with others that 
are in need of a fresh coat. Baby changers have been installed in both of the interior courtyard’s bathrooms. We have 
appreciated the input that we have received from the congregation this year. This feedback has helped us to be aware 
of various needs on the campus, and we have acted on many of the congregation’s good suggestions. 
 
We are blessed with a dedicated group of people on our committee for whom I am so thankful: David Ainsworth, John 
Brophy, Armand Burruel, Lee Bush, Doc DaCastello, Tim Davidson, Dave Williamson, and our “guru,” Wally Smith. 
 
And…that’s a wrap for the Building and Property Maintenance Committee for 2020! 
 
Blessings and Peace, 
 

Bob Bagby
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Finding the Force: discussions Among PArents 
 

 
 
In a galaxy always online... quarantined with questions... children plotting and forming an empire... 
May the Force Be with You, Parents – starting January 19, 2021!  
 
Who among us has not felt disconnected this last year? For many parents, this sense of disconnection has 
been heightened by a lack of regular interaction with other parents, whether at dinner get-togethers, informal 
parking-lot conversations, or Faith coffee hours. Not having those times to share, relate, and learn from one 
another as parents has been a real loss. 
 
Finding the Force is a course designed to help fill this gap by providing parents with space for meaningful 
discussions about issues relevant to them and their kids. Each week there will be a short video introducing a 
new topic, followed by breakout rooms for discussion. From Embracing the Power of Schedule to 
Cyberbullying, the course topics address challenges that parents will likely face at one point or another. 
Whether it is by offering a fresh perspective or a new solution altogether, each session is designed to provide 
space for collaboration and practical applications. 
 
The course will be held Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:00 p.m. for seven consecutive weeks: January 19, 26, 
February 2, 9, 16, 23, and March 1. Course will meet on Zoom. 
 
Please feel free to invite a friend or couple who have not been to Faith Presbyterian Church to attend, and 
receive a $5.00 Starbucks gift card for them (the invited) and yourself!  
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MORE PAINT NIGHTS TO COME! 
 
 
Families of Faith, 
 
Thank you to all who attended the Family Paint Night in 
the beginning of December. It truly was a blessing to 
gather and create something as a community. Thank 
you for joining us in observing Isaiah 43:19 and painting 
the image of God opening up paths for us through the 
wilderness.  
 
Please be on the lookout for future paint nights with 
Jacob and Keanan Zvolanek. We are hoping to offer at 
least two paint nights per month ... more details to 
come!  
 
 
 

  



 

January 

YOUTH NEWS 2021 
 

Enjoy some of these great moments from the end 
of a year we are too ready to say goodbye to. We’ve 
learned so much from one another and shared some 
great moments and great laughter, as well as been charged with the need for  
great faith in difficult times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“So thankful for the gifts of joy and digging in during a year 
when it would be all too easy to run the other way.” 
       ― Pastor Brett Shoemaker 

 

 

 

 

 

Marsena packing a 
Christmas box 

Keanan leads 
families and 
youth at 
“Paint Night” 

Shalom leading  
“Cook Night” 
with delicious 
sweet 
potato fries! 

This is screen one of all 
of us doing the best 
we can during COVID 
Zoom sessions. So 
proud of our 
dedicated volunteers 
and students during 
this challenging times. 
Such creativity and 
patience! 
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Session December Highlights 
 
What is Session?  Session is the governing body of our congregation. Made up of 16 members (pastors and elders) who 
are called by God and elected by the congregation, Session is charged by God to oversee the ministry and mission of 
Faith Presbyterian Church. By God’s grace, Session works hard to make sure that we are becoming, day by day, the sort 
of church God wants us to become – A community loving Christ, building disciples, serving all.    
 
What has Session been up to lately? The following are some of the decisions which were made this month at Session 
and some of the areas of ministry which were celebrated. We hope you share in the enthusiasm of Session in all that 
God is doing in our midst. As a reminder, Session meetings are held the second Monday of most months at 7:00 p.m. 
here at church.* Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and church members are always encouraged to 
come listen in. We’ll even share our snacks! 
 
*Note: During this time of quarantine Session has been meeting online with Zoom.  If you are interested in attending the 
meeting, please contact Jeff Chapman for the link at jchapman@faithpresby.org. 

 
- Personnel Updates – Session approved some minor updates to our Personnel policies, including an update on our 

bereavement leave policy, our sick leave policy, our 2021 housing allowance for our ordained staff, and our 
position description for Pastor Jeff Chapman. 
 

-  Vision Process – The elders continue to dedicate time to prayerfully considering where God is leading us during 
this season. This month we worked to understand that this current season may be as much a season of 
opportunity as a season of crisis. During quarantine, it’s possible that God is calling his church not just to hold on 
until we can get back to “normal,” but to thrive and grow and find ourselves stronger than ever when we finally 
are able to gather again in person. Session will be asking each of its various teams to consider carefully what God 
is teaching us and how we can live more faithfully and boldly as his church.   

 
- COVID Advisory Team – Session will ask our COVID Advisory Team to considering hosting an online forum in the 

New Year to help the congregation be better informed about our quarantine policies and the coming vaccines.   
 

- Building and Property Maintenance Focus Report – Elder Bob Bagby gave a thorough update on the ministry of 
Building and Property Maintenance this past year.   

 
- Trivial Fun – In the first (and last) annual Session Christmas Trivia Challenge, Elder Dawn Vollmar took home the 

prize. Exactly how many gifts are given in the song The Twelve Days of Christmas?  (364, but who’s counting?)  
Normally Session gathers at our December meeting for a dinner prepared by the pastoral staff.  This was our 
wholly meager replacement for that since we were unable to gather.      
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