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16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17 For what the flesh desires is 
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is 
opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each 
other, to prevent you from doing what you 
want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are 
obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things 
like these. I am warning you, as I warned you 
before: those who do such things will not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 
 
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is 
no law against such things. 24 And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us 
also be guided by the Spirit. 26 Let us not become 
conceited, competing against one another, envying 
one another. (Galatians 5:16-26, NRSV) 
  

 

 
Tommy Emmanuel might just be the best guitarist in 
the world.  He’s at least in the conversation.  He’s from 
Australia, but travels the world.  I got to see him 
recently at the Crest Theater, right here in Sacramento.  
Here’s a sample of the sounds he brings out of a guitar: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S33tWZqXhnk 
 
I would love to be able to play like that.  I’d settle for 
being half that good.  I bought my first guitar when I 
was sixteen, a Takamine.  I still own it.  I was inspired 
by the guitar heroes of my day, and wanted to play like 
them.  I taught myself some chords, even wrote a few 
songs.  But though I’ve played ever since, I’ve never 
progressed that far. Every once in awhile I think to 
myself, if I would just put in ten years of really hard 
work I could get pretty good.  But then I think, I’m 
already 30 years old.  It’s too late.  Then in another ten 
years I’d have the same thought again – just 10 years of 
hard work and I could get to a whole other level.  Nope.  
Too late.  I’m already 40.  And then I’m sitting and 
listening to Tommy Emmanuel a few months ago and 

thinking that if I just put in the work, in a few years I 
could really improve.  Not like him, of course, but 
considerably better than I am now.  But I’m 56 years 
old now.  I think it’s too late.    
 
What’s my problem?  Since I was 16 I’ve told myself 
how much I would like to become an accomplished 
guitarist.  40 years later I’m still mediocre.  What’s 
wrong?  What would you tell me is wrong?  Do I not 
have it in me?  That might be true.  Have I not wanted 
it badly enough.  That seems likely as well.  What’s the 
problem? 
 
I’m sure you could each give your own examples.  
You’ve aspired to become something in your life – a 
portrait artist, a scratch golfer, a marathon runner, 
master a foreign language, an accomplished chef – but 
you’ve never seen your dream realized.  Why?  What’s 
the problem?  And to take it a step further, think about 
the things we really desire to see in our lives, things 
much more substantive.  For example, think about the 
list we just read from Galatians 5, what is sometimes 
called the “fruits of the Spirit.”  If you have any interest 
in following Jesus in your life, wouldn’t you like this to 
be a list that describes you?  Loving, towards all people.  
Joyful, in all circumstances.  Full of peace and free from 
anxiety.  Patient.  Kindhearted.  Generous, without 
even thinking about it.  Faithful in all your 
relationships and promises.  Gentle.  Self-controlled.   
 
How many of you would like this to be a description of 
your life?  So is it?  Are these the characteristics that 
best describe you as a person?  How would your family 
answer that question?  What about your enemies, what 
would they say about you?  What would we find if we 
could see beneath the surface, into the thoughts and 
intentions of your mind and heart?  I don’t know about 
you, but I see an uncomfortably wide gap between the 
person I aspire to be, and the person I actually am. 
 
All year long we have been focused on the reality that a 
Christian is not merely somebody who believes in Jesus, 
but someone who follows Jesus in order to become like 
Jesus.  Jesus himself made this crystal clear.  At the end 
of his essential teaching on discipleship, what we call 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told a parable about 
two men who build two houses, one on the sand and one 
on the rock.  His point was simple, unless you put into 
practice what I am teaching you, the house of your life 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S33tWZqXhnk
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will be built on sand and ultimately collapse.1  The last 
words Jesus spoke on earth affirmed this, when he told 
us disciples to go out make other disciples by 
“baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.”2  To be 
a Christian isn’t just to believe in Jesus, but to follow 
and obey Jesus that we might eventually become like 
Jesus in every way.   
 
So forget about the guitar.  Here is where I have really 
seen a gap between what I aspire to become and who I 
actually have become.  And I know I’m not alone.  In 
John Ortberg’s book, The Life You’ve Always Wanted, he 
opens with this line:  “I am disappointed with myself.  I 
am disappointed not so much with particular things I 
have done as with aspects of who I have become.  I have 
a nagging sense that all is not as it should be.”3  Can 
you relate?  How do you feel when you hear that you 
are meant to live your life as Jesus would live your life if 
he were in your shoes?  Joyful?  Hopeful?  Confident?  
Or maybe disappointed?  Deflated?  Skeptical?  And yet 
when you read through the fruits of the Spirit in 
Galatians 5, isn’t this the life you’ve always wanted?   
 
Today we are going to look at how we actually come to 
live this life, the life that Jesus has also wanted for us.  
We’ve talked all year about the fact that we are meant 
to become like Jesus.  It’s time we talk about how that 
actually happens.  In his marvelous book, Renovation of 
the Heart, Christian philosopher Dallas Willard claims 
that any transformation of the human person, whether 
the goal is mastering the guitar or becoming like Jesus, 
that transformation always involves three elements: 
vision, intention, and means.  They form the acronym 
VIM, which is helpful because “vim” is a derivative of 
the Latin term “vis”, which means direction, strength, 
vigor or energy.  We know the term “vim and vigor”.  
In these three elements – vision, intention and means - 
we find what is necessary to move with energy towards 
a new place in life.4   
 
Let me show you how this works with the guitar.  To 
become a master guitarist I first need to have a vision of 
what that looks like, and also believe that it is a 
possibility for me.  If I don’t even know what a guitar is, 
or know what one is but am convinced I could never 
play one well, the journey never even begins.  But 
vision, even if I have it, isn’t enough.  I also need 
intention; I need to actually want to put in the work to 
master the guitar.  There are lots of things I see that I 

                                                           
1 See Matthew 7:24-27 
2 Matthew 28:19-20 (emphasis mine).  This and all biblical citations are from 

the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).   
3 John Ortberg, The Live You’ve Always Wanted (Zondervan, 2022), 11. 
4 Dallas Willard, Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, 2002), 85.  For a fuller 

explanation read this online article by Dallas Willard: 

could add to my life, things I know that I could do – I 
could learn French, become a woodworker, excel at 
quilt-making – but most of those things I don’t do 
because I don’t want to do them.  You need intention.  
But intention, even if I have it, still isn’t enough.  You 
know the old saying, the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions.  We also need the means.  When it comes to 
playing the guitar, I need a pathway forward that might 
involve, for instance, buying a guitar, hiring a teacher, 
arranging my schedule to fit in lessons and practice 
time, and so on.  It’s almost guaranteed that if I 
employed those means for the next 10 years, we could 
meet back here when I am 66 and I could impress you 
with my guitar skills.   
 
Think about areas of your life where you are not 
becoming the person you desire to become.  Inevitably 
the problem is that you are missing at least one of these 
three elements: vision, intention, means.  This is 
certainly the case for many people in the church who, 
though they believe in Jesus, are not increasingly 
becoming like Jesus.   
 
And so first, we need a clear vision of what this looks 
like and that it is a possibility for ordinary people like 
us to become like Christ.  Scripture leaves no doubt that 
this is always the goal of the Christian life.  In Galatians 
4:19, Paul declares, “I am again in the pains of 
childbirth until Christ is formed in you…”.  He so 
badly wants to see the lives of people in the church take 
on the form, the shape, of Jesus’ life.  In his letter to the 
Ephesians he says that whole aim of the ministry of the 
church is to help “all of us come to the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.”5  This is what God wants for you, that you 
would mature in Christ, take on the full stature of 
Christ in your life.  In Romans 8:29, he declares that 
God has destined us to be “conformed to the image of 
his Son.”   
 
Dallas Willard puts it this way: “Spiritual formation in 
Christ is the process whereby the inmost being of the 
individual takes on the quality or character of Jesus 
himself… To the degree to which it is successful, the 
outer life of the individual becomes a natural expression 
or outflow of the character and teachings of Jesus.”6 
 
The fact that it is Jesus’ intention that those who follow 
him become like him is undeniable in scripture.  But one 
of the problems with many of us is that we just don’t 

https://dwillard.org/articles/spiritual-formation-what-it-is-and-how-
it-is-done  

5 Ephesians 4:13 
6 Dallas Willard, The Great Omission (Harper, 2006), 53. 

https://dwillard.org/articles/spiritual-formation-what-it-is-and-how-it-is-done
https://dwillard.org/articles/spiritual-formation-what-it-is-and-how-it-is-done
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think this is possible in our case.  Maybe for the super-
spiritual elite among us, but not ordinary Christians 
like you and me.  But that’s never how Jesus spoke of it.  
He called disciples, and disciples, by definition, are 
never perfect.  That’s why they are disciples.  Disciples 
are students, learners, apprentices, and they always 
start out as beginnings, totally ill-equipped.  So the first 
question you have to ask yourself is whether or not you 
have this vision, that you believe Jesus calls you to 
follow him so that you can, by his grace, increasingly 
and eventually become like him. 
 
But again, the vision isn’t enough.  Now you need 
intention.  I believe that I could become an excellent 
guitarist.  I have the vision.  I also know that the means 
exist for that to happen.  So clearly the problem for me 
is one of intention.  I have some idea of the work and 
sacrifice it will take and I just don’t want to pay the 
price.  Other things in life take priority.  In terms of our 
Christian faith, we have to actually come to believe that 
the self-sacrifice involved in giving up living life on our 
terms and rearranging things to live life on Jesus’ terms 
will be worth the sacrifice.  This is where faith and trust 
enter in.  Do we trust Jesus that he knows best, not just 
about how I should spend my time on Sunday morning, 
but about every last thing in life?  Do I have faith to 
believe that if I surrender things to him, that even 
though my life might not be easier, it will be infinitely 
better because he not only knows life as its creator, but 
he also loves me and wants the absolute best for me.   
 
And so here’s the second question you need to ask 
yourself.  Do I take Jesus at his word here, and trust 
him to this extent?  If we are honest at this point, more 
than a few of us here will discover that this is the 
sticking point.  We aren’t living more fully into the life 
we’ve always wanted – love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, and the rest – because we aren’t convinced 
that the sacrifice of surrender to Jesus will give us that 
life.  So we lack intention to follow him.  We are 
satisfied with only believing.   
 
But even with clear vision and strong intention, we still 
need means.   And frankly, this is where the church has 
failed generations of Christians.  I will never forget 
hearing Dallas Willard say years ago that he couldn’t 
think of a single denomination or local congregation 
that had a concrete plan and practice for teaching 
people to do all that Jesus commanded us to do.7  He 
said this several decades ago, but I think it’s still largely 
true.  And that’s tragic, because I absolutely believe that 
Christ has given us the means, a reliable and orderly 

                                                           
7 “I know of no current denomination or local congregation that has a 

concrete plan and practice for teaching people to do ‘all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.’  Very few even regard this as 
something we should actually try to do, and many think it to be simply 
impossible” (Willard, Omission, 71).  Dallas originally said this in 1993. 

pathway for transformation into Christlikeness.  Some 
of you, maybe more than a few of you, have been 
captivated by this vision of living life as Jesus would 
live life if he were in your shoes.  You see it, and you 
want it.  And so what we are tying to do, by God’s 
grace, is to reproduce that reliable, orderly pattern here 
at Faith so that those of us with the vision and intention 
to pursue Christ as disciples that we might can see 
Christ increasingly formed in us have a pathway to 
follow.      
 
So let me give a brief overview of those means.  There 
are many ways to outline this, but I really like the way 
that a Quaker scholar named James Bryan Smith does 
so in his book, The Good and Beautiful God.8  He says 
that there are four basic elements involved, and I’ll 
illustrate this with a triangle.  The first and most 
crucial element is the Holy Spirit.  We like to think that 
it’s will power that is the force behind change.  It’s not.  
95% of New Year’s resolutions are broken by the end of 
January because people try to rely on will power.  This 
is especially true for the person who wants to display 
the fruit of the Spirit in his or her life.  They are not the 
fruit of will power, but the fruit of the Spirit.  That’s 
where the power is.   
 
Many of us are reading through the Gospel of John 
right now.  Last Monday we read John 3, which 
includes the famous account of Jesus’ conversation with 
a Jewish leader named Nicodemus.  In that conversation 
Jesus tells Nicodemus, “Very truly, I tell you, no one 
can see the kingdom of God without being born 
from above.”9  This is initially confusing to Nicodemus 
who is thinking in physical terms, and has no idea how 
a person can enter again into his mother’s womb.  But 
this should not be confusing to us.  Jesus is simply 
telling us that to see the kingdom of God, which is 
another way of talking about entering into this life that 
God has for us, a person first has to be born again 
spiritually.  A person has to place their ultimate faith 
and trust in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, 
committing himself or herself to follow him in life.  
Once that happens the Holy Spirit of God takes up 
residence in the life of that person.  Remember when 
Peter told the crowd at Pentecost who came to believe 
that Jesus was in fact the resurrected God, “Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”10 
 
You see, a person cannot grow in Christ until he or she 
is born in Christ.  It’s why in the Great Commission 

8 IVP Books, 2009.   
9 John 3:3 
10 Acts 3:38 
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Jesus says that disciples are first to be baptized, come to 
place their faith in Christ, and then and only then can they 
learn to obey everything Jesus commanded.  You see, 
the grace of God is a power that doesn’t just forgive us 
from our sin and treat us as if we had the righteousness 
of Jesus.  The grace of God is also a power that is at 
work in our lives daily to actually transform us so that 
we display the righteousness of Jesus.  It’s a process that 
takes more than a lifetime, and will only be complete 
when we come face to face with Jesus, but it cannot 
even begin unless and until we place our faith in Christ 
and are filled with his Spirit.  It’s why our passage from 
today about the fruits of the Spirit begins in verse 16 
with the exhortation to “Live by the Spirit…” 
 
Once we are filled with the Holy Spirit then the grace 
within provides the resources to begin to form us in 
Christ through three different means or influences: our 
minds (i.e. what we think or believe), our habits (i.e. 
what we do with our bodies), and our community (i.e. 
those we surround ourselves with).  Our will, powerless 
in itself, is influenced by these means.  And by the way, 
these three influences are at work shaping the soul or 
inner person of every human being alive.  We 
sometimes imagine that spiritual formation is uniquely 
Christian or the exclusive experience of religious 
people.  Not true.  Every human being, from the most 
devout believer to the most adamant atheist, has a soul 
and that soul is being shaped in one way or another by 
these three influences.  For example, if you spend hours 
each day filling your mind with the content of social 
media, and you do so with the habit of laying around on 
the couch all day, and you surround yourself with other 
people doing the same thing, your soul, your life, is 
going to be increasingly formed, or deformed if you 
will, by that thinking, those habits, and those people in 
a very specific way.  That should make us ask ourselves 
what sorts of thinking, habits and people are we 
allowing to form us or deform us.   
 
For the Christian full of the Holy Spirit, Jesus has given 
us a reliable, orderly pattern to incorporate these 
powerful means into our lives.  First when it comes to 
our minds we are to allow God’s Word, most clearly 
made available to us in scripture, to shape our thinking.  
Jesus, quoting the Old Testament, once declared, “One 
does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”11  Do you see what 
Jesus is saying?  The mind and soul need scripture like 
the body needs food.  Later on Paul declared in Romans 
12:2, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your minds…”   
 

                                                           
11 Matthew 4:4, citing Deuteronomy 8:3. 

It is, of course, the Holy Spirit within us who opens 
our minds to the truths of God’s Word, but we have to 
engage first to allow that to happen.  And I have come 
to believe that no serious movement towards becoming 
like Jesus can be successful apart from the regular 
immersion in the scriptures, so that one’s mind can be 
increasingly renewed to see and believe things as they 
truly are, as God himself sees them.  The world is hard 
at work trying to shape our thinking in powerful ways, 
and so we must regularly consume God’s Word or else 
we will be easily and thoroughly conformed to the 
thinking and ways of the world. 
 
Next, when it comes to our habits, what we do with our 
bodies, there are certain practices which Israel, Christ, 
the early church, and the church ever since, have passed 
down to us which, when incorporated into our lives, 
also have the power to form us in Christ.  Sometimes 
these are called spiritual disciplines or even “means of 
grace”.  There is no definitive list, but there are time-
tested habits that have formed countless Christ 
followers over the generations, habits like prayer, and 
Sabbath, and giving, and service, and fasting, and 
silence, and solitude, and confession.   
 
Here’s my favorite definition of spiritual habits: spiritual 
habits are any activities we do by direct effort which 
help us to do what we cannot now do by direct effort.12  
For example, I cannot love and forgive my enemies by 
simply trying to love and forgive my enemies.  Again, 
will power has no power.  But if I practice the habit of 
praying for my enemies, even though it might pain me 
to do so at first, the Holy Spirit works through this 
habit to change my heart and eventually help me to love 
and forgive those who have done me wrong.  Just like 
with scripture, no serious journey towards being 
formed in Christ can progress apart from a regular 
engagement with spiritual disciplines or habits. 
 
Finally, we also need to be surrounded by a community 
of other disciples if we are to make much progress 
towards this end.  Paul’s favorite metaphor for the 
church is the human body.  In 1st Corinthians 12:27 he 
declares, “Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it.”  I know it’s popular these 
days for people to say that they are a Christian but not 
really a part of the church.  But such a statement stands 
at complete odds with everything Jesus taught along 
with everything in the New Testament, and would have 
been an absolutely foreign idea to the early church.  It’s 
akin to my thumb saying that it is a part of Jeff but not 
really connected to the rest of Jeff’s body.  What 
happens if my thumb is disconnected from the rest of 
my body, or any body part for that matter.  It dies.  It 
cannot survive, much less thrive.   

12 This is Dallas Willard’s definition of spiritual disciplines.   
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And so the means towards being formed in Christ by 
the inward power and presence of the Holy Spirit 
involve both scripture and spiritual disciplines in the 
context of close community.  The Desert Fathers, who in 
the 3rd century formed the roots of monasticism, were 
famous for saying, “One Christian is no Christian.”  It’s 
a stark way of saying that we cannot be formed in 
Christ apart from being surrounded by others, also full 
of the same Spirit, who are on that same journey.   
 
Deep breath.  I’ve given you a lot, I know.  And there is 
so much more that could be said.  But this is essentially 
the reliable orderly pathway, the means, by which we 
are formed in Christ so that we might learn to live life 
as he would live life if he were in our shoes.  Full of the 
Holy Spirit, that Spirit works in us through our 
renewed thinking and habits, embraced in the context 
of community, to help us increasingly to be formed in 
Christ.   
 
And so here’s my question to you, and it comes with an 
invitation.  Do you have this vision?  Do you believe 
that it’s God’s intention to transform you to become 
more and more like Jesus - loving, joyful, at peace, kind, 
generous, and the rest?  If so, do you want that sort of 
life, and trust that Jesus is the only one who can give it 
to you?  If so, then I want you to know that we have 
been working, by God’s grace, to provide the means, a 
pathway that those of us here at Faith who are ready 
can follow. 
 
The last two weeks I’ve extended an invitation to you.  
I’ll extend it again.  Is this something that captivates 
you?  Have you been sensing God’s call into a deeper 
life with him?  If so, please reach out to me because 
some of us are going to begin gathering this fall to 
pursue this pathway together.  If that’s not you, that’s 
okay.  This isn’t a hard sell.  For some of you this isn’t 
something to which you feel called at this point.  Again, 
that’s okay.  Others of you are already following this 
pathway in another context.  That’s fantastic.  What we 
are going to be doing is not the only way to do this.  
But if you are feeling led this way and don’t know how 
to move forward otherwise, reach out to me and let me 
know so I can tell you more.  We’ll be holding a ‘come 
and see’ gathering in a few weeks for people to come 
and learn more before committing.   
 
But please know this isn’t a class we are doing, though 
taking classes can be wonderful, and a part of this.  And 
it’s not a new program.  It doesn’t even have a name.  
We aren’t starting new Life Groups, though we will 
absolutely remain committed to having Life Groups 
because they are a great encouragement to many of us 
in our faith.  As much as anything I suppose it’s a 
pathway, a pathway I’ve tried to describe this morning.  

And it’s a pathway that isn’t temporary, but lifelong.  
And to be honest, it’s costly and involves a lot of 
sacrifice.  Jesus never spoke about discipleship without 
making clear that it was costly.  Remember the treasure 
in the field and the pearl of great price from a few weeks 
ago.  Costly, but well worth it.   
 
As we have been talking about all year, Christianity 
isn’t about simply believing in Jesus, but about 
following Jesus that we might become like Jesus.  That 
means that discipleship to Jesus can’t be merely a hobby 
or extra-curricular activity in life, but instead it is 
always a matter of joyfully rearranging everything in 
life around Christ.  Some will say that they don’t have 
the time for such a commitment.  There are lots of 
excuses, but let’s please not let each other use that one.  
We all have the time.   
 
Let me show you want I mean.  It’s estimated that it 
would take the average person 150 hours to read the 
collective works of William Shakespeare.  How many of 
you have the time right now to do that in September.  It 
would take you about 5 hours a day, seven days a week, 
the entire month.  Who has the time for that?  You do!  
Each of us has the time for that because each of us 720 
hours in September.  Plenty of time.  What do we lack?  
Intention.  You don’t want to spend five hours a day 
this month reading Shakespeare because you have 
better things to do, and I don’t blame you.  But you do 
have the time.  And that’s my point.  So please let’s not 
allow each other to offer the excuse that we can’t 
commit to discipleship to Jesus because we don’t have 
the time.  It’s never a matter of time, and always a 
matter of intention and priority.     
 
Here’s the thing, and I’ll end with this.  When this 
vision captivates you, that it’s not only God’s desire but 
his intention to help you learn to live and love like 
Jesus, when that vision captivates you to the point that 
you will do whatever is necessary to let Jesus show you 
how to live into this life, the means are there for you, by 
the power, the grace, of the Holy Spirit of Christ to do 
so.  I am absolutely convinced that ordinary believers 
like you and me can be people who increasingly bear 
this fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self 
control. 
 
Amen. 
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The Next Step 
A resource for Life Groups and/or personal 

application 
 

1. Re-read the passage from Galatians 5:16-26.  What 
do you notice here? 
 

2. Look closely at the list of attributes in verses 22-23, 
the fruit of the Spirit.  Are these attributes you 
desire to see produced in your own life?  Are they?  
Which one would you most like to see grow right 
now in your life? 

 
3. Twice Paul urges us to live by the Spirit (verses 16 

& 25).  What do you think this means?  And how is 
the production of the fruit of the Spirit connected to 
living by the Spirit? 

 
4. Jesus made clear that a Christian (i.e. one who 

follows him) is somebody who is learning to obey 
everything he commanded.  He also made clear that 
the most important thing we are to do is to love 
God wholeheartedly and love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves.   Is this what you want for your life?  
If not, why not?  If so, what is your plan for seeing 
this happen?  (In answering this question think 
back to what is required for transformation: vision, 
intention and means.) 

 
5. It’s been said, and Jeff emphasized, that there are 

four elements involved for a person to be formed in 
Christ (i.e. to become like Jesus).  You must first be 
born again in Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit.  
Then you must allow the Spirit to shape you from 
the inside out through your thinking, your habits 
and your community.  Do you agree? 

 
6. As you hold your life up to this ‘pathway’ (Spirit, 

thinking, habits, community) that leads to 
formation in Christ, what do you learn?  Are there 
pieces missing? 

 
7. How has this message left you feeling?  What are 

you hearing from God right now?  What response 
are you prepared to make?   
 

 
 
 
 

Table to Table: A Question for kids and 
adults to answer together. 

 

What sort of person does God want us to become?                                
How does that happen? 


