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24 He put before them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while 
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the 
weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you 
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did 
these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy 
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, 
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 
the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow 
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will 
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”...  
 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. 
And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain 
to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good 
seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are 
the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the 
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 
it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will collect out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and 
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then 
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”  
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43, NRSV) 
  

 

 
Most every Tuesday morning there is a group of us 
who gather on Zoom to pray from 7:30 to 8:00.  We 
usually use a psalm as our guide.  It’s been such a 
blessing to me, and to others, to begin every Tuesday 

                                                           
1 Psalm 82:2-4.  This and all other biblical citations are from the New Revised 

Standard Version (NRSV). 

this way.  You are always invited to join us.  Praying 
aloud is optional.  And we all keep our cameras off, 
perhaps because some of us are still in bed. 
 
One of the themes I notice in this time of prayer (I 
noticed it again this past Tuesday) is a theme of 
desperation towards God about all the increasing 
brokenness, heartache, and corruption in our world.  
Our world seems very fragile these days.  I don’t think I 
need to go into specifics; you know the specifics.   
 
This pleading with God about the depraved state of our 
world is nothing new.  In fact, it’s a constant theme in 
the psalms as well.  The opening words of Psalm 82, a 
psalm we recently prayed as a church, include this 
protest to God: 
 

How long will you judge unjustly 
    and show partiality to the wicked? 
Give justice to the weak and the orphan; 
    maintain the right of the lowly and the 
destitute. 
Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.1 

 
We hear promises from scripture that the kingdom of 
heaven has come near, that’s it’s among us, even within 
us.  If that’s so, why do we not see more evidence of 
kingdom impact in the world around us?  How long will 
those who seek to do evil be allowed to carry on?  
When will justice be executed?  Christ lived, died and 
rose 2000 years ago, launching his mission to set all 
things right, bringing heaven to earth.  How long do 
we have to wait for this mission to be completed?   
 
This age-old question has plagued generations of 
countless believers and would-be believers.  How can a 
good God, if such a god exists, allow so much evil and 
suffering in our world?  After a massive tsunami killed 
more than 250,000 people around the rim of the Indian 
Ocean in 2004, a reporter asked, “If God is God, he’s 
not good.  If God is good, he’s not God.  You can’t have 
it both ways.”2  If God is not all-powerful, than the 
answer is easy.  God is too weak to do anything about 
evil.  If God is not all-knowing, then perhaps God 

2 Cited by Timothy Keller, The Reason for God (Dutton, 2008), 23. 
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doesn’t know about what’s going on.  If God is not all-
loving, then maybe evil comes from God himself.  But if 
God is all three, all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-
loving, then we find ourselves confounded.  How can a 
powerful, all-knowing, loving God allow so much evil 
in the world? 
 
I want to point out that Jesus gives a surprisingly 
straight answer to that question in the parable we just 
read.  Did you notice it?  It’s a very clear answer but, be 
warned, it’s also unsatisfying.  See if you can hear his 
answer as we turn our attention back to the parable. 
 
A farmer sows wheat seed all throughout his field.  But 
while he is asleep an enemy comes and sows weeds in 
among the wheat.  The original text is specific, that it 
was a weed called lolium temulentum, or more 
commonly darnel.  Darnel is sometimes referred to as a 
“mimic weed” because it has long, slender bristles that 
make it look very much like wheat.  When the seeds all 
mature, the workers in the field notice the problem and 
suggest to their master that they should go out and pull 
out the darnel so that the wheat can thrive.  But the 
master instructs his servants to let them both mature 
side by side until the harvest, at which time they will 
reap the whole field and then separate the weeds out 
from the wheat. 
 
Before we get to Jesus’ answer to our question about 
evil, two quick observations about this parable.  First, 
can’t we all relate?  If you’re trying to maintain even 
the smallest garden or patch of lawn at home, can’t you 
relate?  I seed my lawn, fertilize my lawn, water my 
lawn, love my lawn.  With enough work I get it looking 
green and healthy.  But then one day I go out and, just 
like that, it’s full of weeds.  Clover.  Crabgrass.  
Nutgrass.  Wicked, every one.  I swear, there’s a 
neighbor nearby who must be coming late at night and 
sabotaging my lawn.  Where else can the weeds come 
from?  I have said publicly that this is the last lawn I 
will ever own.  I’m tired of fighting a losing battle.  Just 
this week my neighbor across the way gave up the fight 
and put in an artificial lawn.  I watched the installation 
with envy.  So we call can relate. 
 
On the other hand, what sort of farmer is this in the 
parable?  We can all relate to the presence of nasty 
weeds, but who can relate to the advice he gives to his 
servants on how to deal with the weeds?  What sort of 
farmer waits until harvest to pull out the weeds?  
You’ve got to rip those suckers out as soon as they 
show up.  Maybe there’s a reason Jesus took up 
carpentry rather than agriculture, if this is the way he 
thinks you should run a farm. 

                                                           
3 See Matthew 4:1-11 
4 Matthew 10:16 

But remember, Jesus isn’t teaching us about farming.  
He’s teaching us about the kingdom of heaven.  
Sometimes the kingdom is very much like things on 
earth.  But sometimes the kingdom is very much unlike 
how things work on earth.  Apparently, if the kingdom 
of heaven were a farm, it would be like no farm we have 
ever seen, a farm where weeds are allowed to grow and 
mature among the crops right up until harvest time. 
 
So this is how Jesus gives his answer to our question 
about the presence of evil in this world.  Why is there 
evil in this world?  “An enemy did this.”  Simply put, 
the devil put it here.  That’s the extent of Jesus’ answer, 
and like it or not, this is the Bible’s only answer to this 
question.  I have thought carefully about this question, 
read the best scholarship the church has to offer in 
answer to this question, talked with countless people 
over the years who have struggled with this question, 
and I have never come up with a better answer than 
Jesus gives here, at least an answer that is affirmed 
anywhere in scripture.  And so it’s an answer we have 
to live with, at least for now.  There is evil in this world 
because the devil put it here. 
 
But that does not mean that Jesus doesn’t answer other 
questions that spring up from this first question.  He 
does.  In fact, in this very parable Jesus answers at least 
three crucial questions that can help us navigate the 
reality of evil in the world.  I want to use the rest of our 
time today to answer these three questions.  In light of 
the fact that our enemy, the devil, has planted evil and 
opposition to God’s kingdom in this world… 
 

1. What should be our expectation? 
2. What should be our response? 
3. What should be our hope? 

 
Let’s take them one at a time.   
 
What should be our expectation?  Constantly in the Gospel 
accounts Jesus acknowledges the presence and work of 
evil.  Remember that Jesus’ entire ministry begins only 
after the devil himself pays him a personal visit in the 
desert to tempt him three times.3  He went on to tell his 
disciples at one point, “See, I am sending you out like 
sheep into the midst of wolves.”4  His disciple, Peter, 
later warned, “Discipline yourselves; keep alert.  
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour.”5  Jesus 
makes clear that we should expect the devil at work in 
our world, continuously sowing seeds of evil. 
 
We have gotten it into our minds, especially in 
contemporary western society, that we can root out evil 

5 1st Peter 5:8 
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and fix this world.  Cultural commentator Mark Sayers 
calls this “the secularist myth”.  In his words, “It 
presumes that with the right conditions and influences, 
humans are perfectible and that a kind of human utopia 
is possible.”6  I’m convinced he’s right.  We have been 
taught to believe that human progress can fix things.  
Technology, medicine, science, these can eventually 
lead to human perfectibility.  It’s why politics in 
America has become the new religion, why so many 
people I know put all their stock in electing the right 
people and passing the right legislation.  If we can just 
get our politics right we’ll make all things right.  I’m all 
in for political effort, but really? 
 
We should know better, if only by looking at human 
history and progress.  If we’re willing to listen to him, 
Jesus clears up any confusion we might have on this 
point.  Let me put it bluntly.  One of the clear messages 
of this parable is that evil is going to be with us to the 
end, and not just with us to the end but growing and 
maturing until the end.  And that’s not just the point of 
this parable, but the testimony of scripture as a whole.  
And so as followers of Jesus we cannot continually be 
dumbfounded by the increasing presence of evil in our 
world.  We certainly don’t have to accept it – more on 
that in a minute – but we shouldn’t ever be surprised by 
it.  Ironically, if the world suddenly got it’s act together 
and weeded out all evil, that’s when we should be 
dumbfounded, because that would be evidence that 
Jesus had no idea what he was talking about. 
 
We also shouldn’t be worried by the increasing 
presence of evil in the world.  In fact, we demonstrate 
our lack of faith in Christ when we do become anxious.  
In the parable, the weeds, though nasty, never once are 
a threat to the wheat.  The kingdom of heaven, 
represented by the wheat, is growing in the world just 
fine, thank you, in spite of the presence of the weeds.  Be 
encouraged by the fact that in the parable the enemy is 
powerless to directly destroy the wheat.  All he can do 
is sow weeds in amongst the wheat.  His only hope is to 
trick us into confusing the two and doing his work for 
him.  And that leads us to the second question.   
 
What should be our response?  Certainly we can’t just 
ignore evil in this world.  Since we always have to read 
one passage of scripture in the context of the larger 
teaching of scripture, any faithful reading of Jesus’ 
teaching makes clear that Christians can’t turn a blind 
eye to evils around us like racism, or poverty, or abuse, 
or violence.  The two religious leaders who were too 
consumed in their religious duty to stop and help the 

                                                           
6 Mark Sayers, Reappearing Church (Moody Publishers, 2019), 21. 
7 See Luke 10:25-37 
8 Cited by Fredrick Dale Bruner, Matthew: A Commentary, Volume 2 

(Eerdmans, 2004), 30. 

dying man on the side of the road in Jesus’ parable of 
the Good Samaritan are condemned by him for their 
passivity towards evil and suffering.7   
 
But if there is one clear message from this parable of the 
wheat and the weeds, it’s that servants of the Master – 
that’s us - are not to go out and try to destroy evil on 
their own.  After 9/11, President Bush made this 
declaration in his message at the National Cathedral: 
“The mission of our nation is clear: we must rid the 
world of evil.”8  Now, we can debate whether or not he’s 
right when it comes to the mission of our nation.  What 
Jesus makes clear, however, is that this is absolutely not 
the mission of the church.  In the parable, the weeds and 
the wheat are too similar, which means any efforts to 
weed out evil will result in also weeding out good.  
Sometimes the good and the evil aren’t even separated 
person to person, but all mixed up within individual 
people.  Episcopal priest, Robert Farrar Capon, makes 
this point when he writes,  
 

Since good and evil in this world commonly inhabit 
not only the same field but even the same individual 
human beings – since there are no unqualified good 
guys any more than there are any unqualified bad 
guys, - the only result of a truly dedicated campaign 
to get rid of evil will be the abolition of literally 
everybody.9   

 
I would suggest that the parable is not even addressing 
the question of what we should do about evil.  
Ultimately, what can we do?  As we made clear already, 
evil is with us to the end.  Yes, we should do what we 
can to stand against evil, to root it out of our own 
hearts and habits, to even try our best to dismantle it 
when it becomes systemic.  At times, we may even, by 
God’s grace, make some headway in keeping evil in 
check.  But in the end, Jesus is telling us here that it is 
not our job to solve this problem.   
 
So how does the master in the parable tell his servants 
to respond to the weeds in amongst the wheat?  Verse 
30: “Let both of them grow together until the 
harvest…”  The word translated here as “let” is the 

Greek word “aphiēmi”.  In nearly every English 
translation I checked, this is how the word is translated.  
But that strikes me as problematic, because it suggests a 
call to passivity, and is passivity really what Jesus 
wants from us as our response to evil in our world.  It 
was Robert Capon who helped shed light on this for me.  
He points out that this word has two major meanings in 
the New Testament.  One is captured by the way this 

9 Robert Farrar Capon, The Parables of the Kingdom (Zondervan Books, 

2005), 101. 
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word is often translated as it is here: to send away, to 
let go, to leave, to permit.  It’s passive.  But the second 
common use is applied to debts and sins, and comes out 
in the English as “to forgive.”  A perfect example of this 
is in the Lord’s prayer when Jesus tells us to pray, 
“Forgive us our debts, as we also aphiemi our 
debtors.”10  Of the 156 occurrences of this verb in the 
New Testament, 47 times it is translated this way, “to 
forgive”.11 
 
To me, if we translate the word here as “forgive” rather 
than “let”, that has the ring of the gospel, the ring of 
something Jesus would say, and did say.  I think of 
Jesus’ instruction in the Sermon on the Mount when he 
teaches his disciples how we are to respond to enemies.  
“Do not resist an evildoer,” he says.  If somebody hits 
you on the right cheek, offer them the left.  If somebody 
takes your coat, give you cloak as well.  If somebody 
forces you to carry their things one mile, offer to go a 
second mile.12  Is this passivity?  Not in the least?  But 
it’s not resistance either.  Instead, it’s a response of 
active love, the last response any enemy would ever 
expect.  And it’s not just a response that Jesus preached 
about, but one he lived.  Even on the cross, when the 
forces of evil in this world are entirely marshalled 
against him, he does not resist or even defend himself.  
But he also does not remain passive.  He loves, actively.  
He forgives, even those who don’t ask for forgiveness.  
“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.”13   
 
This is not easy.  One of the other ways I’ve seen 
aphiemi translated in this parable is “to suffer”, as in 
“suffer the weeds and wheat to both grow together until 
the harvest.”  That gets at the heart of it.  To follow 
Jesus is to go down a road of suffering and self-sacrifice, 
of giving yourself away even for the sake of enemies.  
But that is no easy road.  In fact, to respond in love to 
those “weeds” in this world who perpetuate evil is not 
only an unpopular response, it’s a response nobody but 
a true follower of Jesus would ever make.  Furthermore, 
if we do follow Jesus and respond to evil with love, 
there is no guarantee that it will make a difference, that 
those who are evil will change their ways as a response 
to our love.  Maybe it will, maybe it won’t.  Jesus 
doesn’t make any promises.  We may turn the other 
cheek and get hit again.  But we can’t deny that this is 
Jesus’ way, that we are to give our lives away, and love 
our enemies, and bless those who curse us.  It’s why so 
few in this world ultimately choose to be Christ’s 
disciple, why I’m not always sure I want to be his 
disciple.  Where is the hope in all this, simply 
responding to those who do evil with forgiveness and 
love?  

                                                           
10 Matthew 6:12 
11 Capon, 105. 

But that’s the last question this parable answers.  
Where is our hope?  Though Jesus makes clear that evil is 
with us to the end, even maturing and growing 
stronger to the end, he also makes clear that in the end, 
evil will be no more.  The weeds are here until harvest, 
yes, but at harvest time they are bound into bundles and 
burned.  This is delayed judgment, but it is still 
judgment.  This reality in Jesus’ teaching, here and 
elsewhere, cannot be denied.  We serve a God who is 
not only loving and gracious, but also holy and just.  So 
it can be our daily assurance that God will not put up 
with evil and injustice in this world forever.  In the end, 
all things will be set right.  God’s kingdom, though 
here now in part, will come one day in all it’s fullness 
when Christ returns and the range of God’s effective 
will shall extend forevermore to all creation.  Who 
among us could continue to follow and trust Christ if 
this were not promised?   
 
But be careful, though Christ gives us this assurance 
and hope, he also makes clear that final judgment 
belongs to him, and him alone.  Yes, those who 
perpetuate evil and spend their entire lives resisting 
God’s gracious invitation to trust him will have to face 
the consequences of their hard hearts.  But that’s not 
really even the main point of this parable.  The main 
point is that in the meantime, we are not to carry out 
judgment ourselves.  We are not even to imagine we 
can root out evil.  Our job instead is to respond in love.   
 
Exactly how that gets worked out is not easy, and often 
messy.  How do you respond in love to the neighbor, or 
the co-worker, or even the family member whose 
attitudes and actions are consistently destructive and 
unloving?  How do you respond in love to those in our 
nation who seem to have given their lives to causes that 
seem so contrary to the cause of Christ in our world?  
How do you respond in love to leaders in our world 
who perpetuate evil in ways that cause suffering for 
entire nations of people?  Again, I don’t think Jesus 
calls us to passivity in the face of evil and injustice.  But 
whatever response we do make has to be rooted in love.   
 
What should be our expectation when it comes to the presence 
of evil in this world?  I pray that we would be a 
community of disciples here at Faith who are not 
surprised or anxious when we see evil growing and 
maturing in the end.  It is inevitable.  So what should be 
our response?  Since we cannot root it out, we must not 
make that our goal.  This parable doesn’t suggest that 
trying to overcome evil is morally wrong, only that it 
will ultimately be ineffective.  And so our main response 
must be to love those who do evil, hoping that perhaps 
love will accomplish what resistance never could.  And 

12 See Matthew 5:38-42 
13 Luke 23:34 
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that is our sure and certain hope, that in the end love 
will overcome, along with justice, and that God will 
bring about a harvest one day when everything in the 
field of his creation that is opposed to his good purposes 
will be forever removed, and all that has aligned with 
God forever restored. 
 
I was reminded this week of Dallas Willard’s beautiful 
summary of God’s ultimate mission in this world: “The 
aim of God in history is the creation of an all-inclusive 
community of loving persons, with Himself included in 
that community as its prime sustainer and most 
glorious inhabitant.”  This is my prayer for this 
congregation, along with the wider community of 
disciples we call the church, that with Christ at the very 
center of our life together, we would be transformed 
into a community so marked by love and inclusivity 
that we love and seek to include even those whose aim 
is to hate and exclude.  I know that seems radical, but 
it’s exactly the way Jesus lived, and to follow Jesus as 
his disciple is to live your life as Jesus would live your 
life if he were in your shoes. 
 
Amen. 
 

 
 

The Next Step 
A resource for Life Groups and/or personal 

application 
  
1. Read the passage again from Matthew 13:24-30, 36-

43.  What do you notice?  What stands out to you? 
 

2. If it’s true that the only answer the Bible ever gives 
to our question of why evil is in this world is that 
the devil put it here, is that an answer you can 
accept and live with?   
 

3. In the story Jesus has the master tell his slaves to 
let the weeds continue to grow alongside the wheat.  
Why?  Why not root them out? 

 
4. What is Jesus teaching us here about what our 

response should be to evil, or evil ones, in this 
world?   

 
5. Does this parable leave you encouraged or 

discouraged?  Why?   
 

6. What is one way you sense Jesus is calling you to 
respond to evil in this world with love?  Be as 
specific as you can.   

 
 
 

7. Jesus ends this parable with a challenge he speaks 
to disciples often: “Let anyone with ears listen!”  
So what have you heard from Jesus here?  What 
will be your response?   

 
 
 Table to Table: A Question for kids and 

adults to answer together. 
 

Why are there so many things wrong in our world if God, 
who is strong and good, is in charge of our world?   


