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Advent & Christmas at Faith 
Christmas is always an exciting time, and how much more so here at Faith, as we celebrate 
the birth of Jesus together with our church community! Throughout this edition of the News, 
you will find details of our traditional Advent events, opportunities for giving, and our 
upcoming Christmas Movie Night that will surely be fun and memorable for all! 

 Worship at Faith 
Faith Presbyterian Church 
625 Florin Road  
Sacramento, CA 95831 
916-428-3439 

Pastor Jeff Chapman 
Associate Pastor Brett Shoemaker 

Services on Sunday 
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Livestreaming at 9:00 a.m. at 
faithpresby.org 

RISE Kids’ Worship  
Pre-K – Grade 6 
9:00 a.m., Rooms 4 & 5 

Sunday Morning Adult  Christian 
Formation 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m., Link Hall 
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Monday Evening Book Club 

Monday Evening Book Club 
January 23, 7:00 p.m., Zoom 

The Monday Evening Book Club takes a break in December but resumes 
again in January.  We will be enjoying memories of Christmas past by reading 
and discussing The Christmas Train by David Baldacci. 

If you need Christmas ideas for yourself, here are some of our upcoming 
books.  Enjoy them, and then come and join the discussion!  

 This Tender Land by William Kent Kreuger in February 

 Mrs. Oswald Chambers by Michelle Ule in March 

 The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles in April 

The Monday Evening Book Club meets on the fourth Monday evening of the month. The Book Club continues to meet 
on Zoom. If you are interested in joining the discussion, please contact Nancy Hom; 916-475-2392) or Barbara Hull 
(barbarah16@surewest.net; 916-616-1278). More voices make for an enriched discussion! 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

Christmas Boutique 
Saturday, December 3, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., Link Hall 

Please join us for Faith’s 7th annual Christmas Boutique on Saturday, December 
3. There will be 30 vendors at this all-handmade, all-handcrafted event. The 
boutique is open to the community, so invite your neighbors and friends to this 
festive and fun event that supports local artists, as well as mission at Faith: This 
year, all vendor table fees will be donated to Mercy Holistic Ministry, which 
provides dignified care in the name of Christ to those experiencing 
homelessness in Sacramento.  

  

  

mailto:barbarah16@surewest.net
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Sunday, November 27 ~ Advent Season Begins 

Starting on this first Sunday of Advent, our sanctuary will be beautifully decorated for the season, and our music and 
messages will shift to help us as we prepare ourselves for the coming 
of Christ into our world. 

Wednesday Evening Advent Services (7:00 p.m.)  

Each Wednesday in Advent (November 30, December 7, 14, 21), we 
will gather in the Faith sanctuary for a 45-minute contemplative 
worship service. All ages are encouraged 

to join us. We will share the Lord’s Supper. On December 7 & 14 we 
will gather at 5:30 for dinner together in Link Hall before worship. 
These evenings are truly a respite amidst what can be a busy season. Each service will be livestreamed as well. Special 
services will include: 

• Candlelight Memorial Service (December 14): This evening is intended as a time to remember and honor 
our loved ones who have passed away. This service will include special readings, a brief meditation, and a 
time to remember loved ones by lighting a candle. We hope it will also be a time of encouragement, 
strength, care, and healing for all who come. 

• Lessons & Carols (December 21): Our music team will lead us in an evening of carol singing interspersed 
with Gospel readings celebrating the birth of Christ into our world. Be ready to sing along! 

Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services (7:00 & 11:00 p.m.) 

We will gather by candlelight to celebrate together the coming of Christ into our world. The Lord’s Supper will be 
celebrated at both services. The 7:00 p.m. service includes kid- friendly elements. Both services will be livestreamed. 

Sunday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day Worship (11:00 a.m.) 

What a joy it will be to gather together Christmas morning, which falls on a Sunday this year. Share in a joyful time of 
celebration with plenty of music! Please note we will have only one service at 11:00. 

 

 

 

  

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT FAITH 
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Why Jesus Loves Me 
Wednesday Evenings, January 4 to February 15 
7:00–8:30 p.m., Online via Zoom 
Facilitator: Alice Parente  

A well-known children’s song tells us, “Yes, Jesus loves me.  The 
Bible tells me so!”  But do you often find yourself wondering, “How 
could Jesus love me, knowing all the flaws I have and considering all 
the times I go against Him?” Some of the biggest barriers to our 
transformation into true disciples of Christ come from our toxic self-
narratives.   

In the class, Why Jesus Loves Me, we will use James Bryan Smith’s 
recently published book, The Good and Beautiful You: Discovering 
the Person Jesus Created You to Be, to examine some of these false 
narratives and consider how they shape the way we see ourselves 
and the way we interact in the world. Over these 7 weeks, we will 
seek to discover how God sees us – as unceasing spiritual beings 
within whom Christ lovingly dwells.   

The Good and Beautiful You is not a self-help book, but rather a 
welcome companion on our journey to discover who we truly are in 
Christ. Through the words and actions of Jesus, we will look at the 
common self-narratives that hinder spiritual growth and keep us 
from accepting that God designed us with a deep longing within to 
be wanted, loved, alive, and connected to God.  

Scripture reveals the beauty and goodness of our own souls and 
how we long for the transformation that only God can provide. 
Using the words and actions of Jesus, we will seek personal spiritual 
formation through specific activities aimed at making new God-
guided self-narratives real…in our body and soul, as well as in our 
mind and everyday life.  

For questions or concerns, or to let Alice know you are interested in 
being a part of the group, contact her at vsas77@earthtlink.net.  The 
Zoom link is https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564. 

 

You can purchase the book by  
clicking here or through your favorite 

site. 

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

mailto:vsas77@earthtlink.net
https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Beautiful-You-Discovering-Created/dp/0830846948/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2C9M7YE8PA2E6&keywords=good+and+beautiful+you&qid=1669504333&sprefix=good+and+beautiful+YOU%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
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As You are Going:  
The Joy and Power of the 
Great Commissions 
Sunday Mornings 
December 11, 18 
10:15 – 11:00 a.m., Grace Room 
Extended Discussion until 11:15 a.m. 
Facilitator: Rick Hull 
  

It was AD 30, and history was about to be turned on its 
head! The risen Jesus would ascend to heaven, and 
place the life of His Kingdom on earth in the hands of 
Holy Spirit-directed men and women.  

And when He did, the world would be forever 
changed. 

In five “Great Commissions,” each gospel writer 
chronicles Jesus’ last instructions to His followers. The 
themes of these commissions pulse with a joy that still 
rings in our faith-walk today -- an encouragement for 
our practical challenges -- and the redeeming power 
that can transform modern lives. 

Note that each weekly class will be structured to allow 
participants to attend the 11:00 worship service, or to 
remain for extended discussion until 11:15.  

 

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

First Words of Jesus 

Sunday Mornings 
January 8, 15, 22, 29 
10:15 – 11:00 a.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Laura Anderson 
 

In recent years at Faith, we have studied the 
significance of Jesus’ final words both on the cross 
and before his ascension. But what about his first 
words? What do they tell us about who Jesus is and 
what he came to earth to accomplish? 

In this four-session class, we will start by considering 
what each Gospel writer helps us understand about 
Jesus before Jesus even speaks a single word. Then we 
will dive into those first words to explore what they 
reveal about Jesus and his divine agenda and how 
they chart a course for us to live more faithfully, 
confidently and joyfully as Jesus’ disciples. 
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Faith Crafters’ Annual Sale 
Sunday, December 11 

The Faith Crafters’ annual craft sale will take place in the 
narthex between services on Sunday, December 11. 
They will be selling their handcrafted goods, and every 
penny raised will be donated to local and global mission 
endeavors. Come browse, and maybe buy, for a great 
cause! 

 Family Movie Night at Faith! 
Friday, December 9 
6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Link Hall 

Faith Families and Friends … Come one, come all, and join 
us on Friday, December 9, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. in 
Link Hall for a family movie night. We’ll be showing the 
movie, The Polar Express, on the Link Hall Big Screen. 
Bring your beverage of choice and a snack to share. We’ll 
have chairs available, but feel free to bring blankets or 
sleeping bags so you can spread out on the floor and get 
comfy. PJs are encouraged! Email Jacob Zvolanek, 
Director of Family Ministry, with questions or for more 
information (jzvolanek@faithpresby.org). 

Join us and share in the fun of our first family movie 
night (with many more to follow??). Everyone in our Faith 
family is warmly invited; bring your friends and 
neighbors, too! 

 

 

Presbyterian Women: 
December Meeting and  
Christmas Luncheon 
Wednesday, December 7  
11:00 a.m to 1:00 p.m.] 

The Presby Women’s December meeting will be 
a luncheon at the Fox and Goose Public House 
on R and 10th Streets. It is sure to be a 
memorable time! 

We will be supporting the Mercy Holistic 
Ministry and invite you to join us! 

For more information please contact Linda Olsen 
at 916-803-6427. 
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Sunday, December 18, 2022 
When we gather with friends and family at Christmas, we celebrate the many gifts that we have both given and 
received. Looking toward the Star of Bethlehem, we give thanks for the blessings of the past year and anticipate a 
future filled with hope and possibility. We live in hope that the Christmas gift we offer is exactly what that special 
person has been hoping for. Yet for those of us celebrating Advent’s expectations, we know that the only perfect gift 
given is the one we received in Jesus Christ.  

When Jesus was born among us, he came as a helpless baby destined to bring 
joy, peace and salvation to his people. This child, God’s Word made flesh – fully 
human and fully God – became one of us. One with us. One among us. In all of 
our vulnerabilities, struggles and triumphs, Jesus became one of us – leading us, 
knowing us, connecting us to himself and to each other, and offering us his gift 
of eternal life. 

Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we reflect God’s perfect gift to us, with generous support for past, present and 
future church leaders among us. We honor and celebrate leaders like retired pastors, church workers, and their families 
who have faithfully guided and led us but now find themselves in critical financial need because of changing health 
situations or emergency circumstances. Our gifts restore hope and stability through the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions. 

Through this Offering, we also honor and celebrate emerging leaders, like students in schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color, who are developing leadership skills as they pursue their education and prepare to bring their 
gifts in service to the world God loves so much. Our gifts support a bright future with enhanced opportunities for 
students to grow and build lives of faith, honing talents and skills to serve God, the Church, and the world for years to 
come. 

Jesus’ example as a child born to be among us and lead us to eternal life provides a pattern for us to follow as we 
celebrate those who have led us in the past and will lead us in the future.  Through the Christmas Joy Offering, we 
come together to support past, present, and future leaders, embodying God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ. Please 
give generously on Sunday, December 18, 2022.  

  

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

And the Word 
became flesh and 

lived among us. 

--John 1:14 
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Join us this summer to serve together! 
  

Faith’s Summer Mission Trip 2023 will take place in partnership with Sierra 
Service Project, a local, faith-based nonprofit organization that has 
planned mission trips since 1975. SSP’s mission is to “build faith and 
strengthen communities through service to others.” We have registered 
with them for an intergenerational trip for 30 people, but we can add to the 
group as needed. The six-day mission trip will run from July 16 to 22, and 
we will serve alongside a group from Westminster Presbyterian.  

The location we have chosen is Del Norte County, in the northwest-most 
corner of California. We will be staying in Crescent City at the United 
Methodist Church. Our work will focus on removing invasive European 
beach grass and English ivy at the dunes, working on projects in the 
National Park, and doing home repair projects for those in need.  

 

The cost of the trip is $300 for adults, $200 for youth, and $100 each for any 
additional family member. If you registered for the previous trip to Lake 
County in 2020 and did not ask for a refund, that amount will be credited 
toward your trip this year.  

Please let us know if you are interested so we can adjust the number of 
people registered as needed. If you are interested in taking part, plan to join 
us on Tuesday, February 7, at 6:00 p.m. in Link Hall. This will be our first 
planning meeting for the trip and an opportunity for participants to meet 
one another and to ask any questions they may have. We have already paid 
the registration fees for 30 people. Our next payment is due in March, so at 
our February meeting, we will be asking participants to pay for a portion of 
the cost of the trip at that time. 

 

 

We are looking forward to this opportunity to serve together in the 
name of Christ! If you have any questions about the trip, please talk 
to Brett Shoemaker, Paul Keller or Nancy Henrikson. 

 

 

v 

v 

Faith Summer Mission Trip, July 16 through 22 of 2023 
Del Norte County California 


	Advent & Christmas at Faith
	Worship at Faith
	Monday Evening Book Club
	Upcoming Events and Opportunities
	Christmas Boutique
	Advent and Christmas at Faith
	Why Jesus Loves Me
	ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
	ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
	As You are Going:  The Joy and Power of the Great Commissions
	First Words of Jesus
	Family Movie Night at Faith!
	Faith Crafters’ Annual Sale
	Presbyterian Women: December Meeting and  Christmas Luncheon
	Sunday, December 18, 2022
	Christmas Joy Offering
	And the Word became flesh and lived among us.
	--John 1:14
	Faith Summer Mission Trip, July 16 through 22 of 2023 Del Norte County California

