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Faith has an All-New Look! 
Have you had a chance to visit Faith’s all-new website? If not, we’d encourage you to go 
take a look, at www.faithpresby.org! We are excited to bring you the newsletter with its new 
and improved look as well – you will find all your favorites here with articles from our regular 
contributors, along with some new ones. Read on for more about fall 2022 at Faith! 

 

Worship at Faith 
Faith Presbyterian Church 
625 Florin Road  
Sacramento, CA 95831 
916-428-3439 

Pastor Jeff Chapman 
Associate Pastor Brett Shoemaker 

Services on Sunday 
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Livestreaming at 9:00 a.m. at 
faithpresby.org 

Sunday School Pre-K – Grade 6 
9:00 a.m., Rooms 4 & 5 

Sunday Morning Adult Formation 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m., Room 2 

 

Next PresbyNews Deadline: November 20 
Please send submissions to Suzy Hughes at 

 

 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
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ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES   |   OCTOBER 2022 

Dancing in No Man’s Land 
Concludes Sunday, October 30 
10:15–11:15 a.m., Grace Room 
Facilitators: Ron Beams and Bob Bagby 

As Christians, we proclaim a God of reconciliation and 
restoration, a God who makes all things new in Christ Jesus. 
As Christians, we also live in a world where reconciliation 
seems thin on the ground and where conflict, 
defensiveness, polarization and fractured relations seem 
the law of the land. Sometimes we find ourselves caught 
up in and, worse, contributing to this hurt and brokenness. 
How do we learn to become agents of God’s love in such 
a divided and angry world? 

Pastor Brian Jennings offers a way forward in his book, 
Dancing in No Man’s Land: Moving with Peace and Truth in 
a Hostile. As summarized on the book’s jacket, “Our 
fractured world desperately needs a different way: people 
who will speak gently, value truth, and think clearly. This 
book is … a life-giving and practical journey into the way 
of Jesus that will revolutionize how we view conflict. We 
can choose to speak both truth and peace in the midst of 
[hostility].” Because this sort of an endeavor takes courage, 
it is for the brave. It is also for those who – brave or not – 
believe that our God is still a God of reconciliation who is 
making all things new in Christ. 

This is an endeavor for believers who are willing to follow 
Jesus into a fraying world as witnesses to the shalom He 
achieved on the cross Jennings’ book will frame our weekly 
conversations, which will be lively and respectful 
engagements with his ideas and with one another. There 
will be no attempt to persuade anyone to adopt a 
particular political or cultural viewpoint. Instead, this will be 
a space for learning together how we as Christians can 
better engage the divisiveness that is within us and around 
us, thereby better serving as agents of Christ’s peace and 
reconciliation in our communities and our world. Join us as 
we conclude our present discussion of this timely and 
much-needed topic! 

 

If you have questions about the course, 
please contact:   

Ron Beams  
916-942-9996 or rdbeams@prodigy.net 

Bob Bagby 
916-494-4342 or robertbagby@comcast.net 
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Knowing God Better 
Wednesday Evenings Through November 16 
7:00–8:30 p.m., Online via Zoom 
Facilitator: Alice Parente  

Have you ever wondered if any of these statements might 
be true for you?  

“God blesses me when I'm good and punishes me 
when I'm bad.” 

“God hates the way I am.”  

“God is angry with me.”  

“God doesn’t really care about me or what 
happens to me.”  

“If God really loved me, He wouldn’t want me to 
suffer like He did.” 

We all have ideas that we tell ourselves about God and how 
he works in our lives. Some are true, but many are false. 
These thoughts determine not only who we are but impact 
how we live. In fact, theologian A. W. Tozer claims, “The most 
important thing about a person is what they think about 
God. The path to spiritual transformation begins here.” 

You are invited to an eight-week series dedicated to 
exploring Knowing God Better. James Bryan Smith’s book, 
The Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God 
Jesus Knows, is the basis for our discussion and growth. Smith 
turns to the Gospels to put our ideas to the test and see if 
they match up with what Jesus himself reveals about God. 
Once he presents the truth to be discovered in Scripture, 
Smith leads each of us through a process of personal spiritual 
formation that includes specific activities aimed at making 
these new narratives real in our body and soul as well as our 
mind and everyday life.  

For questions or concerns, or to let Alice know you are 
interested in joining, contact her at vsas77@earthtlink.net. 
The Zoom link is https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564.  

You can purchase the book here: 
https://tinyurl.com/2esbmhmz or through your 
favorite site. 

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES   |   NOVEMBER 2022 

mailto:vsas77@earthtlink.net
https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564
https://tinyurl.com/2esbmhmz
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As You are Going:  
The Joy and Power of the 
Great Commissions 
Sunday Mornings 
November 13, 20, 27, December 11, 18 
10:15 – 11:00 a.m., Grace Room 
Extended Discussion continues until 11:15 a.m. 
Facilitator: Rick Hull 
  

It was AD 30, and history was about to be turned on its 
head! The risen Jesus would ascend to heaven, and 
place the life of His Kingdom on earth in the hands of 
Holy Spirit-directed men and women.  

And when He did, the world would be forever 
changed. 

In five “Great Commissions,” each gospel writer 
chronicles Jesus’ last instructions to His followers. The 
themes of these commissions pulse with a joy that still 
rings in our faith-walk today -- an encouragement for 
our practical challenges -- and the redeeming power 
that can transform modern lives. 

Note that each weekly class will be structured to allow 
participants to attend the 11:00 worship service, or to 
remain for extended discussion until 11:15.  

 

Standing Strong: Grace 
Notes from the Ephesian 
Letter 
A New Book by Rick Hull  

Dear Friends, 

Many readers of my first book, A Candle in the Dark: 
Grace Notes from Scripture, have asked if there would 
be a second book.  It has recently been released and is 
now available (just in time for holiday gift-giving) through 
Westbow Press, an arm of Zondervan. 

Titled Standing Strong: Grace Notes from the Ephesian 
Letter, this book, like its predecessor, captures the same 
heartbeat of encouragement and challenge in short, 
verse-by-verse reflections.  In it you will find the same 
scriptural uplift and Bible-based notes of grace that 
guided the first book. 

This new book may be purchased online. You can find it 
on my website (revrickhull.com), or order it from your 
favorite bookstore or the Westbowpress.com site.  If you 
would like to preview the book before purchasing, 
sample copies will be available on the church patio after 
worship in the weeks ahead.   

I hope you will find in the pages of this book the same 
reassuring touch of our Lord that we have shared over 
the last two years! 

Wishing you blessings as you read! 

Rick 

  

 

ADULT FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES   |   NOVEMBER 2022 
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The importance and gift of Christian community is my biggest take away 
from my experience at Portantorchas Torchbearers Bible School. Without it, Portantorchas is 
merely a vacation spot for youth in the tropical paradise of Costa Rica. I spent 25 days at 
Portantorchas and quickly noticed that the heartbeat behind this program is the fellowship of 
staff and students. I am one of many who describe it as a taste of what heaven will be like: 
believers from all nations encouraging each other, taking care of one another, and serving 
together to better God’s creation. 

My time in Bible school this summer really did feel like a heaven-on-earth experience. Within this 
Christian community, we had students from Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Argentina, Belgium, 
Canada, and the United States. It made Matthew 24:14 – “And this good news of the kingdom 
will be proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and then the end will 
come” – come to life! Hearing people speak and worship in different languages was a joyful 
experience. Although we had different cultural experiences, languages, jokes, and interests, 
what united us was the gospel. 

Students and staff at a waterfall near a volcano 

 

My Experience at Portantorchas 
by Godebo Chapman 

Hearing people 
speak and 
worship in 
different 
languages was a 
joyful experience. 

   

Sunday Worship 
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Editor’s Note: Godebo is the latest of many students 
from Faith to have been supported financially by the 
congregation to attend Torchbearers Bible schools all 
over the world. For more about these schools, see 
https://torchbearers.org/centers-overview/ 

All the Students 

Soccer on Portantorchas’ beautiful field 

With the 
encouragement of 
students and staff, I 
became stronger in 
my faith, believing in 
the Word and 
holding fast to it. 

 

Just as Paul begs the church to encourage one another and build each other up, we were 
encouraged to do likewise at Portantorchas. I received encouragement from my fellow students 
and especially from the staff. Portantorchas is well equipped with a fantastic staff who serve 
with humility and wisdom. They preached the gospel daily, offered wise counsel, and pushed us 
to wrestle with our faith. The staff led us through in-depth Bible studies on the letter of Galatians 
and the book of Acts. We also had classes on “Understanding God’s Will” and evangelism. With 
the encouragement of students and staff, I became stronger in my faith, believing in the Word 
and holding fast to it. 

Jesus called his disciples; he called them into action beyond whatever stale teaching they may 
have received in the synagogue. Likewise, we were called to be servants to those in San Jose 
and other areas of Costa Rica. Our first service project involved spending time with children 
whose parents were in rough situations and couldn’t take care of them. I learned about the 
graciousness of God through this project. God is our provider when we are like the children in 
tough situations that we cannot control and aren’t our fault. Our second service project took 
place at a men’s drug and alcohol addiction recovery center. Here we listened to the stories of 
men who confessed how alcohol had ruined their lives, but how they now wanted to put a stop 
to their addiction. I was encouraged to hear some of their redemption stories of God working in 
their hearts and minds to heal them. I also got to share scripture with them and confess my own 
imperfections that lead me to need Christ every day. 

I have been greatly encouraged, loved, and cared for at Bible school. Choosing to go has 
benefited me because of my new confidence in my faith and in the Word. 
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Monday Evening Book Club 
Once again the Monday Evening Book Club is drawn to France. This time with Inspector 
Armand Gamache and his wife, Reine-Marie, who come to Paris for the birth of their 
granddaughter. But murder and mayhem follow them, embroiling the whole family in a story 
of murder, courage, sacrifice, healing and love. All the Devils Are Here by Louise Penny 
continues her wonderful series. Even if you haven’t read her other books, this book stands 
alone and the layered story will make for a rich discussion. 

The Monday Evening Book Club meets the fourth Monday evening of the month. Our next 
meeting is Monday, November 28, at 7:00 p.m. The Book Club continues to meet on Zoom. If 
you are interested in joining the discussion, please contact Nancy Hom 
(nneuhom@gmail.com; 916-475-2392) or Barbara Hull (barbarah16@surewest.net; 916-616-
1278). More voices make for an enriched discussion! 

Please note that the book club will not meet in December. 

Heart to Heart 
Friends, as the holidays are fast approaching, it gets a little crazier to drive, shop, or even 
write a note to someone. We at Heart to Heart can help with that! 

Heart to Heart is a group of people here at Faith who assist with various needs in our 
congregation. Many of our volunteers have expressed how blessed they feel when they are 
able to assist someone with a request. We can always use more volunteers! What a great 
way to use your gifts of time and talents by assisting someone. All ages are welcome and 
encouraged! 

Here are some of the services we offer to our Faith family:  

• Rides to appointments, church, shopping, etc. 
• Meals for those recuperating 
• Phone Calls of encouragement 
• Light household Repairs/ Handyman referrals 
• Cards/Letters for encouragement 
• Tech Support 
• Respite care 
• Financial counsel 

 

If we can be of assistance, don’t hesitate to reach out to Heart to Heart! 

For more information, please contact Kathy Ellis at 916-215-4997 or trvlkath@comcast.net. 

You can also call Faith’s office, your deacon, or have a friend call on your behalf. We will 
respect your privacy in all requests.   

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

 

mailto:nneuhom@gmail.com
mailto:barbarah16@surewest.net
mailto:trvlkath@comcast.net
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The Ministry Faire was a 
Great Success! 
On Sunday, October 2, Faith’s annual Ministry Faire took 
place between services. Each elder and their ministry 
team had a table with information about what they do 
and how others could get involved. As always, there 
were delicious snacks enjoyed by all as they wandered 
from table to table! 

 

Presbyterian Women: 
November Meeting 
Wednesday, November 16  
11:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m., Link Hall 
Guest Speaker to be Announced 

Owing to the Thanksgiving holiday, please note 
that our November gathering of Presbyterian 
Women will take place a week earlier than usual 
this month – on Wednesday, November 16. Bring 
your lunch; dessert and drinks provided by the 
PW board.  

Wasn’t our October presentation wonderful? A 
volunteer from Fosters & Paws shared with us 
about this organization, which removes pregnant 
dogs from shelters and cares for them, and their 
newborn pups, in foster homes. After the puppies 
are older and spayed or neutered, they are 
adopted into their forever homes directly from 
their foster family. What an excellent way to give 
puppies a safe and healthy start in life!  
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Hope Sunday: Child Sponsorship 
Story by Donna Touros, World Vision Child Ambassador 

Traveling to Ethiopia in 2020 with a group of fellow Child 
Sponsors from Faith was an incredible experience!  I was so excited to 
finally meet Mihiret and her family in person.  She was just about to turn 
16 years old, and I had been sponsoring her for 10 years. Early on, I had 
gifted the family an ox. I asked her father what had happened to the 
animal.  He said he had used the ox to grade his land, and then he sold 
the ox in exchange for labor and materials to build their home. That my 
simple gift was able to provide shelter for this family brought me to tears 
of joy.  

The 2020 year of pandemic changed so much of our way of life, at 
least for a while. As scary as it was for us in the U.S., we could still had 
access to clean hot water and soap to wash our hands, children were 
able to go to school online, vaccinations were quickly available and 
free, and unemployed workers received additional money each week 
to supplement unemployment compensation.  

For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I 
was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me 
in.” --Matthew 25:35 

Such government-sponsored programs are not available in the 
developing world, and I wondered how my sponsored children 
and their families and communities were doing. Praying for them 
helped me to keep perspective. I was worried about all those kids 
we had just met in Abaya.  I wrote to Mihiret and received 
wonderful letters back, thanking me for remembering them, and 
letting me know they were praying for me!    

We may not be able to change the world, but for $39 a month, 
you can change the world for a child and their 
community!  Because of World Vision’s community-focused 
solutions, for every child sponsored, four more children benefit, 
too. I have witnessed the change that happens in communities 
as a result of child sponsorship. I hope you will join me in 
becoming a World Vision child sponsor!  

Hope Sunday took place on October 23, and six people signed 
up as new sponsors! Of course, you may sign up to sponsor a 
child at any time. Feel free to contact me at 
dtouros@comcast.net for more information. 

HOPE SUNDAY: REFLECTIONS ON CHILD SPONSORSHIP 

mailto:dtouros@comcast.net


 

 
10 Volume 47  |  Issue 10/11  |  Faith Presbyterian Church  |  faithpresby.org      

 

 

What a success! We had a profit of $5700.00 that will go 
to the Pat Tatro Memorial Campership/Scholarship Fund. 
This fund is used to help children go to summer camp 
and those who need assistance to attend the Fall retreat 
and the Women’s, Men’s and Boy’s retreats.  

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the 
auction and raffle. We had a nice variety, something for 
all ages. A special thanks to Jeff Simington who reached 
out to businesses for donations. We had many beautiful 
baskets thanks to Life Groups, PresbyWomen, individuals, 
and our clever basket making committee. Paul Keller 
and Jeff Simington were our raffle ticket sellers. Betty McClure and Bonnie Schrader collected and 
sold a few more dinner tickets at the door.  

Thank you to Paul Kinney, our Master of Ceremonies. What a talent he has to get (and keep) 
people engaged. He kept the bidding going until the auction tables were closed and dinner was 
served. After dinner he called out the winning raffle ticket numbers. He announced the winning 
bidders for the auction items. Thanks to our cashiers Debbie Grabowski and Betty McClure. Paul 
made an announcement asking for help to clean up and take tables and chairs down in Link Hall. 
There was no hesitation - everyone pitched in. Thank you! 

We had quite a team early Saturday morning getting food prepped and Link Hall decorated, and 
then back again on Sunday. Tanya Anderson’s recipe for German potato salad was outstanding. 
What a great kitchen to work in, plenty of space for all of us. Thank you to Mike Hankey for taking 
the lead with the bratwurst, sauerkraut, peppers and onions, to Sue Kim for being his sous-chef and 
to John Brophy for helping with serving. The root beer floats and warm pretzels were a hit – thank 
you to Teri Williamson and Melodi Andersen for keeping up with the crowd.  

Our committee worked so well together, helping with whatever needed to be done. Many, many 
thanks to our Fellowship team: Debbie Grabowski, Tanya Anderson, Mike Hankey, Paul and Betty 
Keller, Karen Chan, Sylvia Warner, Janet Leader, Betty McClure, Jeff Simington, Chelle Ellis, Teri 
Williamson, Melodi Andersen, Vicky Chastain, Emily Oren, Mary Ann Chapman and Gail Bagby. I’m 
truly blessed with a fun and committed group! Thank you to anyone else who helped in any way. 

If anyone took pictures at our event, please contact or send to Barbara Tracy or me. 
(Unfortunately, Barbara’s chip in her camera is corrupt, so for now, the evening is pictured in our 
memories.) Thanks! 

Elder of Fellowship, Kitty Tatro 

  

OKTOBERFEST WAS A GREAT SUCCESS! OKTOBERFEST DINNER AND AUCTION 
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Run to Feed the Hungry: 
Thursday, November 24 
It is a longstanding tradition here at Faith for a team 
of us to RUN TO FEED THE HUNGRY on Thanksgiving 
morning. This great endeavor is the largest 
Thanksgiving-Day run in the nation, and the result of 
all participants’ efforts is a huge influx of funds to 
help the Sacramento Food Bank support the food 
insecure in the Sacramento area. Each month, the 
food bank and its affiliates serve over 220,000 of our 
neighbors. The need is greater than ever 

If you would like to walk (5k) or run (5k/10k) with us 
this year, watch for the registration link in our “This 
Week @ Faith” email on Mondays. You can also find 
our team—Faith & Friends—listed at 
runtofeedthehungry.com/teams. Click on “Register” 
and “View Teams,” and then search by our team 
name, Faith & Friends (be sure to use an 
ampersand). Questions? Email Pastor Brett at 
bshoemaker@faithprsby.org.  

   

Finding Common Ground  
on Abortion in a  
Post-Roe California 
Saturday, November 12 
12:00-3:00 p.m., Link Hall 

Faith’s Missional Community on Faith & Politics, in 
conjunction with Sacramento Braver Angels, is pleased to 
present this Common Ground Workshop on Saturday, 
November 12. Each Common Ground Workshop is an 
opportunity for people with differing points of view on 
difficult issues to listen talk and work together, with the aim of 
finding unanimously shared common ground. The topic of 
this upcoming workshop will be abortion. Together, 
participants will talk about their connection to the issue and 
their opinion on solutions. By the end of the three-hour event, 
they will have come up with jointly and unanimously held 
Points of Agreement on values, concerns and policies. 

The event will begin with an optional potluck lunch from 
12:00 to 12:30 p.m. Advance registration is needed. For more 
detailed information about the event and to register, scan 
the QR code below.  
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UPCOMING CHRISTMAS EVENTS 

Operation Christmas Child 
Wednesday, November 9, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Link Hall 

Join Faith’s Youth in mission as they share Christ’s love and joy with kids around the world! 
 
Faith’s youth will once again be helping kids in need around the world to enjoy a more 
festive Christmas by participating in Operation Christmas Child 2022. Please consider joining 
them in this great endeavor! 

Here are three ways you can lend a hand: 
• Help purchase the items that will be packed into each shoebox  

(see list below). Drop your items in the donation boxes in the narthex  
between Sunday, November 6, and Wednesday, November 9. 

• Join us in Link Hall on Wednesday, November 9, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  
as we stuff the shoeboxes full of good things! 

• Donate to shipping costs. Postage is $10 per shoebox.  
Checks can be made to Faith Presbyterian Church, with “OCC Postage” 
as the memo.  
 

Buying Guidance for Shoebox Items: New items only — nothing used or damaged! 
• Toys:  Include items that children will immediately embrace, such as toy cars, yo-

yos, jump ropes, balls, puzzles, Frisbees, etc. 
• School Supplies: pens, pencils with sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, 

solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 
• Non-liquid Hygiene Items: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 
• Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights 

(with extra batteries), etc. 
• Crafts: Make your own items, such as hair bows, finger puppets, bracelets. 

 
What NOT to Pack: 

• Used or damaged items; war-related items, such as toy guns, knives, or military 
figures; food of any kind, including candy and gum; drinks or drink mixes (powdered 
or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items, such as snow 
globes or glass containers; aerosols; toothpaste. 

However you 
are able to 
help, thank you 
so much! 

Christmas Boutique 
Saturday, December 3, 7:00 – 8:30 p.m., Link Hall 

Please join us for Faith’s 7th annual Christmas Boutique on Saturday, December 3. There 
will be 30 vendors at this all-handmade, all-handcrafted event. The boutique is open to 
the community, so invite your neighbors and friends to this festive and fun event that 
supports local artists, as well as mission at Faith: All vendor fees are donated to Faith’s 
One Child One Hen ministry, which works to alleviate hunger in rural Kenya through the 
provision of chickens and animal-husbandry knowledge. A great opportunity to do 
some holiday shopping that does a lot of good the world over!  
 
If you would like further information about the event, reach out to Tammi Whitted at 
davntam@comcast.net. 
 

mailto:davntam@comcast.net
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