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Pastor 
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Next PresbyNews Deadline:  

September 20 
 

 
facebook.com/ 

FaithPresbyterianChurch 
 

Sunday Worship at Faith  
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service at 9:00 only. 

 
Sunday School 
Pre-K – Grade 6:   

9:00 a.m. 
Room 4 

 
Sunday Morning 

Adult Christian Formation Class   
10:15 to 11:15 a.m. ~ Room 2 

Starting September 18 
 
 

Adult Formation 
See Pages 3 - 5 

 
September 28 

Presby Women’s Fall Kickoff 
See Page 5 

 
October 2 

Faith’s Annual Ministry Faire 
See Page 8 

 
October 2 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 
See Page 9 

 
October 9 

Oktoberfest Dinner 
 

See Page 8 
 

October 15 
You are invited to a Wedding! 

See Page 2 
 

Presby News Survey! 
See Page 11 

 
The PresbyNews is published monthly 

by a team of volunteer writers. 
 

Please send submissions to  
Editor Suzy Hughes at 

suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

Welcome to Fall of 2022!! 
 

The leaves are turning already…kids are back in school, 
and we have all kinds of things starting back up  

here at Faith! 
 

Please see pages 3 through 5 for the upcoming classes 
we’re offering, along with information on the 

Presbyterian Women’s Fall Kickoff.  
 

Then, we move on into October on page 8, where you 
can read about our upcoming Oktoberfest Dinner and 
silent auction (formerly known as the Harvest Dinner). 
You’ll find out about the annual Ministry Faire here as 

well! 
 

Be sure not to miss pages 6 and 7, where you can meet 
our newest members! 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/


 

  

Jennifer Smith 
and 

David Anders 
Request the honor of your presence  

to celebrate their wedding 

 

Saturday, October 15, 2022 

at 2:00 o’clock 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

625 Florin Rd, Sacramento, CA 

Dessert Reception to follow in Link Hall 

RSVP appreciated: jfsmith20@comcast.net 

 

 

                        No Gifts Please 
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Adult Christian Formation Opportunities 
September 2022 

 
Dancing in No Man’s Land 
Sunday Mornings, September 18 to October 30* 
10:15–11:15 a.m., Grace Room 
Facilitators:  Ron Beams and Bob Bagby 
 
As Christians, we proclaim a God of reconciliation and restoration, a God who makes all things new in Christ 
Jesus. As Christians, we also live in a world where reconciliation seems thin on the ground and where 
conflict, defensiveness, polarization and fractured relations seem the law of the land. And as Christians, we 
can find ourselves caught up in and, worse, contributing to this hurt and brokenness. This isn’t what we 
want! But how do we learn to become agents of God’s love in such a divided and angry world? 
 
Pastor Brian Jennings offers a way forward in his book, Dancing in No Man’s 
Land: Moving with Peace and Truth in a Hostile World (NavPress, 2018; ISBN-13: 
978-1631467738). As summarized on the book’s jacket, “Our fractured world 
desperately needs a different way: people who will speak gently, value truth, and 
think clearly. This book is … a life-giving and practical journey into the way of 
Jesus that will revolutionize how we view conflict. We can choose to speak both 
truth and peace in the midst of [hostility].” Because this sort of an endeavor 
takes courage, it is for the brave. It is also for those who – brave or not – believe 
that our God is still a God of reconciliation who is making all things new in Christ. 
It is an endeavor for believers who are willing to follow Jesus into a fraying world 
as witnesses to the shalom He achieved on the cross. 
 
Jennings’ book will frame our weekly conversations, which will be lively and respectful engagements with 
his ideas and with one another. There will be no attempt to persuade anyone to adopt a particular political 
or cultural viewpoint. Instead, this will be a space for learning together how we as Christians can better 
engage the divisiveness that is within us and around us, thereby better serving as agents of Christ’s peace 
and reconciliation in our communities and our world. Join us for this timely and much-needed conversation! 
 
Participants should purchase a copy of the book before September 18. If there is an obstacle to your doing 
so, or if you have questions about the course, please contact Ron Beams (916-942-9996 or 
rdbeams@prodigy.net) or Bob Bagby (916-494-4342 or robertbagby@comcast.net). 
 
*Note:  No class on Sunday, October 2, as we will gather with the rest of the congregation for First Sunday 
Sabbath fellowship instead. 
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Life's Transitions: Finding Healing and Hope  
Tuesday Evenings, September 13 to October 18 
6:30–8:00 p.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
This six-week series is designed to assist those who have experienced some 
form of life change. This experience could be from one's past, or a recent or 
current circumstance, and could include illness, death of a loved one, family 
dysfunction issues, divorce, long-term illness, or other major life adjustment. 
How we manage these changes can take time, and it requires effort and 
energy. One main focus of the class is discovering the right “tools” to work 
through the issues and current conditions each individual is facing, or may 
have faced, in the transition. The ultimate goal is renewal and healing. 
 
We will seek God's wisdom and healing for each participant. These weekly 
meetings are held in a safe setting and in total confidentiality among 
participants. Please consider this series as a beginning to find strength and 
renewal from the burdens carried—no matter how long they have been 
carried. This series is also open to the community at large.                                        Photo by Patrick Hendry on Unsplash 
 
If you have questions or would like to register, please contact Ron at rdbeams@prodigy.net or (916) 942-
9996. This series is limited to nine attendees, so early registration is recommended. 
 
 

 
Discovering Your Spiritual Gift(s) 
Wednesday Afternoons, September 14 to October 19 
1:00–2:30 p.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Linda Whitney 
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.   –  1 Peter 4:10 
 
If you’ve ever had a difficult time deciding where you could best serve within the 
faith community, this class could be helpful to YOU.  The Apostles Peter and Paul say 
that every believer has received spiritual gifts.  This class can help you identify yours! 
 
This class will meet in person for six weeks at Faith. We will be using a book called 
Network Participant’s Guide, by Bruce Bugbee and Don Cousins (Zondervan, revised 
edition, 2005), to help lead us through the discovery process.  Enrollment is limited 
to 12 people. If you have questions or would like to register for the class, please 
contact Linda Whitney at (916) 421-0341 or lnlwhitney@sbcglobal.net. 

  

https://unsplash.com/@worldsbetweenlines?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/transition?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
mailto:rdbeams@prodigy.net
mailto:lnlwhitney@sbcglobal.net
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Knowing God Better 
Wednesday Evenings, September 28 to November 16 
7:00–8:30 p.m., Online via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Alice Parente 

 
Have you ever wondered if any of these statements might be true for you?  

“God blesses me when I'm good and punishes me when I'm bad.” 
“God hates the way I am.”  
“God is angry with me.”  
“God doesn’t really care about me or what happens to me.”  
“If God really loved me, He wouldn’t want me to suffer like He did.”  

 
We all have ideas that we tell ourselves about God and how he works in our lives. Some are true, but many are false. 
These thoughts determine not only who we are but impact how we live. In fact, theologian A. W. Tozer claims, “The 
most important thing about a person is what they think about God. The path to spiritual transformation begins here.” 
 
You are invited to an eight-week series dedicated to exploring Knowing God Better.  James Bryan Smith’s book, The 
Good and Beautiful God: Falling in Love with the God Jesus Knows, will be the basis for our discussion and growth.  
 
In The Good and Beautiful God, Smith turns to the Gospels to put our ideas to the test and see if they match up with 
what Jesus himself reveals about God. Once he presents the truth to be discovered in Scripture, Smith leads each of 
us through a process of personal spiritual formation that includes specific activities aimed at making these new 
narratives real in our body and soul as well as our mind and everyday life.  
 
This deep, loving, and transformative book will help you discover the narratives that Jesus lived by―to know the God 
he knew and whose kingdom he proclaimed―and to practice spiritual exercises that will help you experience a 
deeper love, trust, understanding, and faith in God. 
 
For questions or concerns … or to let Alice know you are interested in joining … contact her at vsas77@earthtlink.net. 
The Zoom link is https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564.  You can purchase the book here – 
https://tinyurl.com/2esbmhmz – or through your favorite site. 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women – Fall Kickoff Meeting 
Wednesday, September 28  

11:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m. 
Link Hall 

Guest Speaker: Ron Beams 
 

All women of Faith are invited to join us for this wonderful time of Christian fellowship.  
Bring your own lunch; drinks and dessert provided by the PW board. 

  

mailto:vsas77@earthtlink.net
https://csus.zoom.us/j/87340011564
https://tinyurl.com/2esbmhmz
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Meet Faith’s Newest Members! 
 

 
 

L to R: Abigail, Aaron, Hope & Hannah McMahon 
 
Aaron & Hannah McMahon 
Aaron and Hannah were both born and raised in Sacramento. Aaron is a district manager for Selland’s Family 
Restaurant Group. He currently manages three Selland’s Markets, OBO’ Italian Table & Bar, The Kitchen, and Ella. 
Hannah is able to be at home with their daughters, and they count themselves very fortunate in this regard. (Aaron 
readily admits that Hannah has the harder job!) 
 
In their spare time, Hannah and Aaron enjoy spending time with their extended families. Sunday is their favorite day 
because it is their “official” Family Day, when they consistently get together with relatives for dinner. They love to 
host gatherings, and both Aaron and Hannah love to cook. 
 
The McMahons had been searching for a church and had already tried multiple churches when Hannah’s dad, Tim 
Davidson, started coming to Faith and invited them to join him for worship here. They gave Faith a try and 
immediately knew they had finally found their church home. 
 
Welcome, McMahon Family! 
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Paul & Cindi Kinney 

 
Paul & Cindi Kinney 
Cindi was born and raised by her maternal grandparents in Charleston, WV, where she lived until she finished high 
school. After graduating from the University of Florida in Gainesville, Cindi married Paul, a Santa Rosa native, whom 
she had met while they were traveling with Up with People. Early in their marriage, Paul’s work in the radio business 
took them to Sacramento, Dallas, and Connecticut, but since 1991, they have made the Pocket/Greenhaven 
neighborhood their home. Writes Paul, “Until the Lord calls us elsewhere, we’re staying put!” 
 
Cindi currently works part-time for Mona Gergen of Dunnigan Realtors, assisting her with her real estate transactions 
and marketing. Paul’s “bread and butter” is producing humorous radio commercials (S&G carpet, locally), but he also 
produces a few commercials for car dealers and does a little voice-over recording from his home. They are parents to 
adult sons John, married to Erica, and Peter, married to Caylee and living in Lynchburg, VA. 
 
In their spare time (asks Paul, “What’s spare time?”), the Kinneys enjoy spending time with their three grandchildren 
by John and Erica – Elizabeth, 2½, and 3-month-old twins Rachel and David – who live in the Sacramento area. They 
love singing together, especially in worship, reflecting on the Word, fellowshipping with their community group, and 
exercising. Cindi enjoys tap dancing and training their 18-month-old Golden Retriever, Annie, while Paul is likely to be 
found taking care of the yard or making paper model airplanes. As a family, they enjoy vacationing at Mount Hermon 
Christian Conference Center in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Paul confesses that one of his and Cindi’s perennial goals is 
to “have more fun,” but he is not sure they are very good at it.   
 
Paul and Cindi have always been active in the body of Christ and had a long-time faith home with Grace Church 
before it moved to Elk Grove. They followed the church there, but the commute became burdensome. They then 
attended Arcade Church, where their kids had connected, but this, too, became a burdensome commute. Over the 
years, they had attended Faith with their best friends, Rick and Kathy Stern. As Paul and Cindi sought to simplify their 
lives and find a local church, connecting with Faith felt like the natural transition. They are grateful to be a part of this 
community, where they have many friends, enjoy and respect Pastor Jeff’s teaching, and love the staff and the 
liturgy. 
 
Welcome, Paul and Cindi! 
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Don’t Miss Faith’s Annual Ministry Faire 
Sunday, October 2, Between Worship Services 

 
Have you ever wondered who the Faith elders are? Have you ever wondered what the Faith elders do? 
Have you ever wondered what the Faith elders’ ministry teams do? Have you ever thought about serving 

on one of these teams but weren’t sure what it would entail? Well, here’s your 
opportunity to have all your questions answered! Join us on Sunday, October 2, for 

Faith’s annual Ministry Faire, taking place between services. Each elder 
and their ministry team will have a table with information about what 
they do and how you can get involved. Not only this, but there will be 

some delicious snacks to enjoy as you wander from table to table. So, 
come one, come all to hobnob with your elders!  

 
 

Oktoberfest Dinner, Auction & Raffle 
Sunday, October 9, starting at 4:00 p.m. in Link Hall 

 
Faith’s Oktoberfest (formerly the Harvest Festival) and Auction is back this fall! This event is the Fellowship 
Committee’s biggest annual fundraiser, with all net proceeds going to the Pat Tatro Scholarship/ 
Campership Fund. These funds are made available to individuals and families so they can more affordably 
participate in camp and retreat experiences. 
 
Tickets for the dinner are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 6-18, and free 
for ages 5 and under. Tickets will be available for purchase in the 
narthex after each worship service on Sunday mornings only, from 
Sunday, September 4, through Sunday, October 2. (Note that tickets 
are not available for purchase in the office during the week.) If you 
are not yet comfortable attending indoor events, or if you are 
thinking, “I don’t need any more stuff in my house,” please consider 
a cash donation to the Pat Tatro fund. 
 

Call for Auction & Raffle Items 
Please donate items for the Oktoberfest auction & raffle—new items only, please. Auction forms are 
available in the narthex. Please fill out forms completely and leave them in the basket provided, and you 
will be contacted by one of our committee members. Some ideas for donations: babysitting, pet sitting, 
yardwork, handyman jobs, baking, wrapping Christmas gifts, cooking a dinner, sports tickets, gift 
certificates, a weekend in a timeshare or vacation home, etc. Group donations from Life Groups, book 
clubs, and other groups (PW, deacons, elders) are certainly welcome! 
 
This year we have a “Gift Basket” committee, and they are looking for new items that can be grouped with 
others and put in a themed basket. Bring your items to the church and drop them off in the box in the 
narthex, and our committee will work their magic. Please bring your items on or before Sunday, September 
25. Text or email Kitty Tatro, fellowship elder, with questions: (916) 343-3309 or sackat1@aol.com.  
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PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 
“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace” 

 – Isaiah 55:12 
 
The prophet Isaiah invites us to imagine God’s peace in unlikely places. Trees 
clap their hands. Joy grows where sorrow once reigned. A world torn by enmity, 
strife and despair blossoms back to abundant life. Lions lie down with lambs, and 
nations once at war with each other come together in peace. Wherever the 
church gathers for worship, we are assured of Christ’s peace. We celebrate that 
we are connected, we are loved, and we are not alone. We worship together 
and are fed from Scripture and at Christ’s table of peace. 
 
After the feast God has prepared for us, we are sent out carrying the joy 
rekindled in worship and are challenged to take the peace of Christ into our 
world. No matter how large or small the world we inhabit, the joy of God’s 
presence empowers us to live joyfully within our communities and to bring 
peace to all around us. Peace empowered by joy is at a premium in our world. It 
is difficult to find and even more challenging to maintain. In our polarized world 
torn by war, famine, and marginalization of the poor and disenfranchised, we 
are in desperate need of joyful and brave people willing to ask the hard questions and live the difficult solutions that 
make peace possible. One person, one situation, one step at a time. 
 
As we go out into the world in joy and are led forth in peace, we are called to take decisive and bold action. We take 
action today by offering a blessing of our own. Through our participation in the Peace & Global Witness Offering, our 
church is extending Christ’s peace throughout our community:  25% of the gifts received will be retained by our 
congregation for local peacemaking efforts, 25% will support regional efforts in our presbytery, and 50% will support 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency in its ministries of education and partnership with active peacemakers around the 
world. 
 
On World Communion Sunday, we celebrate that Christ’s peace extends throughout all creation. We celebrate that 
we are all together at the table, in God’s house. We celebrate that we are offered what we need to continue the 
work of building the household of God with active peacemakers here at home and around the world. God’s peace 
empowered by God’s joy reminds us that we are connected to each other. We are not alone. You are not alone. 
Peace begins with each of us. Thanks be to God. 
 
Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering on World Communion Sunday, October 2, 2022. 
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Faith Presbyterian Church Stewardship Team 
Focus Report by Lucy DaCastello 

Presented to Faith’s Session on Monday, August 8, 2022 
 

Team members: John Coupal, Julia King, John Rodriguez, Elder Lucy DaCastello, Pastor Jeff Chapman (staff 
liaison) 
 
Our primary task is oversight of the Stewardship Campaign. The campaign begins with a letter from the 
Stewardship Elder, and it continues with testimonies from Faith’s elders about how they have seen God at 
work through Faith’s faithful use of budgeted funds. The week before Commitment Sunday, pledge packets 
– with a letter and pledging guidance from Pastor Jeff – are distributed after worship. The culmination of 
the campaign takes place on Commitment Sunday, as the people of Faith offer their giving commitments 
for the coming year, with thanksgiving for what God has done and with anticipation for what God will yet 
do in the life of our congregation. 
 
The Stewardship Team oversees requests for fundraising. Fundraising events that take place annually are: 

• Walk 4 Water 
• 30 Hour Famine 
• Advent/Christmas Giving Tree 
• Harvest Dinner, Auction, and Raffle 
• September PACT School Supplies 
• MVP 
 

Stewardship Team members Jon Coupal and John Rodriguez are available to the congregation for questions 
regarding estate planning. 
 
On June 26, I (Lucy) was able to offer thanksgiving during both of Faith’s worship services for Faith Church’s 
faithful financial contributors. On behalf of the Stewardship Team, I extended the opportunity to make a 
pledge to anyone who does not already have one in place this year. Thanks to Finance Elder Jeff May and 
Pledge Secretary Jennifer Smith for their technical support. 
 
On Sunday, July 17, the Stewardship Team was able to partner with Jacob Zvolanek, Director of Family 
Ministry, to offer a very successful Smart Saver Bank workshop between services. Many thanks to Jacob for 
promoting the workshop among Faith’s families, reserving Room 2, and distributing the banks. The 
workshop began with me sharing with children and their parents a bit about stewardship and the 
Stewardship Team’s desire to help children and families in this area of learning. Miss Bereket Chapman 
then showed the children the Smart Saver Bank she used as a child and talked about how it helped her 
learn to save, spend, and give. Bereket is well known to our Faith children, which made her presentation all 
the more impacting. We are so thankful for her willingness to serve our Faith children in this way! Jacob 
then distributed 10 banks to the children. May the banks be of service to Faith’s children as they learn how 
to be good stewards of all God entrusts to them in their lives! 
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PresbyNews Survey  
 
The team that produces the PresbyNews has put together this brief survey in order to learn more about the needs 
and interests of those who read the newsletter. Please take a moment to complete this survey; the results will be of 
great help to Faith’s Communications Team as they consider how best to share with the congregation the 
information in the newsletter. Thank you for your participation!    
  
If you prefer to complete the survey online, use the QR code below, or enter the following URL into your browser: 
https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=1191. There is a link to the survey there. 
  
Name ______________________________        Phone or email (optional) ___________________________________          
  
1. Do you read the PresbyNews newsletter?   

Yes   
No (skip to question 3)  

  
2. If yes, which version do you most often read?   

The online version on Faith’s website  
A hard copy picked up at Faith  
A hard copy mailed to me by Faith  

   
3. Would you be interested in contributing articles or stories to the PresbyNews?  

Yes  
No  

  
4. Would you be interested in assisting the Editor with the newsletter (writing, design, editing, etc.)?   

Yes  
No (skip to question 6)  

  
5. If yes, what skills or experience do you have, if any? ________________________________________________  
   
6. If the content of the PresbyNews was made available in a different online format or was included in the Sunday 
worship bulletin, would you miss being able to read the newsletter?   

Yes  
No  

 
7. What do you most value about the PresbyNews?  
  
  
 
8. Do you have any other comments that you would like to share about the PresbyNews newsletter?   

  
 
Thank you for taking the time to respond. We appreciate your input! Use the QR code at left to 
complete the survey online. Otherwise, please send your completed survey to:  Faith Presbyterian 
Church; Attn. PresbyNews Survey; 625 Florin Road; Sacramento, CA 95831.  You may also drop it off in 
the church office during business hours or in the offering basket in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.   

https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=1191
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