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Sunday Worship at Faith  
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service at 9:00 only. 

 
Sunday School 
Pre-K–Grade 6:   

9:00 a.m. in person 
10:30 a.m. on Zoom 

 
Sunday Evening 

Adult Christian Formation Class   
7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 

Currently on hiatus 
 
 

Fourth Monday of each Month 
Faith’s Evening Book Club 

See Page 2 
 

Wednesday Evening in December 
Advent Services 

See Page 4 
 

December 12 
Youth Chilly Chili Bowl 

See Page 10 
 

December 15 
Candlelight Memorial Service 

See Page 4 
 

December 19 
Christmas Joy Offering 

See Page 2 
 

December 22 
Lessons and Carols 

See Page 4 
 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

See Page 4 
 
 

The PresbyNews is published monthly 
by a team of volunteer writers. 

 
Please send submissions to  

Editor Suzy Hughes at 
suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

Christmas & Advent at Faith 
 

The exciting season of Advent has arrived, and we hope you will 
be able to share it with your Faith Family! 

 
Over the next several weeks, we will prepare for and celebrate 
the coming of Christ through worship, fellowship and mission, 

and this edition of the PresbyNews has all the information you’ll 
need to participate. On Page 4, you’ll find a calendar of special 

events in Advent! 
 

We also invite you to join us in reading through the Book of 
Matthew as we prepare for Christmas. There is a ‘One Percent’ 
Advent Guide on Pages 5 and 6 that will provide you with the 

reading schedule for the Advent season, based on committing 15 
minutes a day (1%) to meet with God in Scripture. 

 
Last, we are excited to announce that Faith will be getting a 

whole new look very soon with a new website, logo and 
newsletter! Stay tuned and watch for the updates! 

 
 

 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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Begin the New Year with a Great Book! 
Faith’s Evening Book Club for women is beginning the New Year with a slate of great books.  Here 
is what is in store for the first three months: 
 

January: The Bookwoman of Troublesome Creek  
by Kim Michele Richardson 

February: Caste: The Origins of our Discontent by Isabel Wilkerson 
March: Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger 

  
You might want to order up one or more of these books for Christmas, but in January and 
February, the club is using Sacramento Public Library’s “Book Club in a Box”. The book is free and 
delivered to you.  What could be easier?! 
 
The Evening Book Club meets at 7:00 p.m. the fourth Monday of the month, except for December.  
We are presently meeting on Zoom. 
 
If you are interested in joining the discussion, please contact Nancy Hom (nneuhom@gmail.com; 
916-475-2392) or Barbara Hull (barbarah16@surewest.net; 916-616-1278). Our time together 
will be enriched if you join in! 
 

Christmas Joy Offering: The Perfect Gift 
“A gift opens doors”  –  Proverbs 18:16 

 
In the story of God, a barrier exists between the created world and its Creator. A wall. Sin separates us from 
God, and separation from God is unbearable. The story goes on to say that God, knowing that we had no hope 
of getting ourselves over, through or around that wall, offered us the gift of Jesus Christ, who opened a door 
right through that wall of sin – a door we could not open ourselves. What a gift!  
 
The story goes on to say that Jesus is the perfect gift – not merely opening a door but coming through it to live 
among us as Emmanuel – “God With Us” – and to show us how to end our separation from God. In his life, death 
and resurrection, Jesus is the door, now standing open. The giving continues because God is with us, still – and 
always. Because being with us is part of God’s story, being with others is part of our 
call. 
 
The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we can live into this call to be with others. 
Monies received through this Offering open doors of opportunity for church leaders 
past, present and future. These funds offer critical financial support to current and 
former church leaders in need. And, for almost 140 years, monies from the Christmas 
Joy Offering have been equipping students at Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
for future leadership while nurturing their racial and ethnic heritage. 
 
Ultimately, the story of God is not about a barrier but about a gift. It is not about 
separation but rather the gift of “being with.” In celebration of Jesus, Emmanuel – 
God’s perfect gift to us – please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering on 
Sunday, December 19, 2021. 
  

mailto:nneuhom@gmail.com
mailto:barbarah16@surewest.net
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Pastor’s Column 
Better Than Frankincense 
Pastor Jeff Chapman 

 
The magi traveled who knows how far to bring 
gifts to honor Jesus at his birth.  The baby Jesus 
probably had little practical use for the gifts 
they brought, but the sacrifice of their 
offerings must still have been pleasing to 
heaven.   
 
What do we get Jesus for his birthday?  Talk about somebody who is hard to shop for!  This Advent season I want to 
invite you to bring an entirely different sort of gift to Jesus: your attention.  Psalm 135 has this part that basically 
mocks the idols that people make saying that they have “mouths, but can’t speak…eyes, but can’t see…ears, but can’t 
hear...”  Trash talking the idols, I love it!  Then there’s this line in verse 18: “Those who make them and all who trust 
them shall become like them.”  It’s a reminder that we become like whatever it is we worship.  This is true when we 
worship idols; it’s also true when we worship the God we know in Jesus Christ.  Attention is worship.  That which 
receives your attention, the focus of your mind, your heart, your efforts, your dreams, is that which you worship. 
 
I suspect that what Jesus may want most from us this season (and all seasons!) is our attention.  Not for his sake, but 
ours.  As we learn to abide in Christ, to seek after him first in life, to rearrange every aspect of our lives around 
devotion to him, to simply sit and rest in his loving presence, we are set free to experience the life of deep 
contentment and boundless joy that he wants for us.  It’s a work of evil that our culture has turned a season that 
should be dedicated to slowing down and giving our attention to Jesus into one of the busiest, most frantic, stressful 
seasons of the year.  How have we gone from savoring Christmas to trying to survive Christmas?  It’s tragic and I want 
none of it.   
 
Would you join me this Advent in setting aside some time each day to simply give your attention to Jesus by reflecting 
on his Word in scripture and responding in prayer?  Many of you do this already each day and so I simply want to 
encourage you to keep it up!  Others of us have had this habit in our lives before but have gotten off track recently, 
and this could be an opportunity to reestablish things.  Some may have never even tried this before.  What a 
memorable Christmas this would be if the gift you gave to Christ (and to yourself!) was focused attention on him each 
day.  
 
If you’ve never done this, we encourage you to start small by just setting aside just 1% of your day for starters (that’s 
about 15 minutes).  The busiest person I know can at least do this.  For those of you who are able, I encourage you to 
try to set aside more time, even as much as an hour or so each day.  And if you can, try to do this first thing in the 
morning.  There is ancient wisdom that says that the first moments of the morning are the rudder for the rest of the 
day.  Giving God the first part of our day says a great deal about who we think the whole day belongs to.   
 
We will be reading a chapter of Matthew’s Gospel each day in Advent.  The guide included in this issue of the 
PresbyNews gives you all the details you’ll need to engage in this practice.  If you can, find a few others to engage in 
this practice with you: a friend or two, your Life Group, your family (great to have kids do this with you!).  Of course, 
you will do this on your own each day, but after you finish consider sending a quick text or email to others about one 
aspect of the reading that was meaningful to you.  By doing this, we can mutually encourage one another as we 
develop and deepen this habit in our lives.   
 
I am incredibly grateful to be a part of a congregation that is so committed to seeking Christ and giving him our 
attention and devotion.  Know that I will be reading and praying along with you, expecting to meet Jesus along the 
way this Advent.   
 
Grace & Peace – Jeff 
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Advent at Faith 
All are welcome  

to join us for these opportunities  
of rich worship and fellowship.  

Bring along a guest or two as well! 
 

Sunday, November 28 ~ Advent Season Begins  

 Starting this Sunday our sanctuary will be 
beautifully decorated for the season, and 
our music and messages will shift to help us 
as we prepare ourselves for the coming of 
Christ into our world.   

Wednesday Evening Advent Services (7:00 p.m.)   

 Each Wednesday in Advent (December 1, 8, 15, 22) we will gather in the Faith 
sanctuary for a 45-minute contemplative worship service. All ages are encouraged to 
join us. We will share the Lord’s Supper. These evenings are truly a respite amidst 
what can be a busy season.  Each service will be livestreamed as well.  Special services 
will include:  

- Candlelight Memorial Service (December 15): This evening is intended as a time 
to remember and honor our loved ones who have passed away.  We will expand 
out scope this year to include all those who have been lost during this pandemic. 
This service will include special readings, a brief meditation, and a time to 
remember loved ones by lighting a candle. We hope it will also be a time of 
encouragement, strength, care, and healing for all who come. 
 

- Lessons & Carols (December 22): Our music team will lead us in an evening of 
carol singing interspersed with Gospel readings celebrating the birth of Christ into 
our world.  Be ready to sing along!   

Friday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

 We gather by candlelight to celebrate together the coming of Christ into our world. 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at both services. The 7:00 p.m. service includes kid-
friendly elements.  The 7:00 p.m. service (but not the 11:00 p.m.) will also be 
livestreamed.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
November 29 
 Reading: Matthew 1 
 
November 30 
 Reading: Matthew 2  
 
December 1 
 Reading: Matthew 3 
 
December 2 
 Reading: Matthew 4 
 
December 3 
 Reading: Matthew 5 
 
December 4 
 Reading: Matthew 6 
 
December 5 
 Reading: Matthew 7 
 
December 6 
 Reading: Matthew 8 
 
December 7 
 Reading: Matthew 9 
 
December 8 
 Reading: Matthew 10 
 
December 9 
 Reading: Matthew 11 
 
December 10 
 Reading: Matthew 12 
 
December 11 
 Reading: Matthew 13 
 
December 12 
 Reading: Matthew 14 

 
 

December 13 
 Reading: Matthew 15 
 
December 14 
 Reading: Matthew 16 
 
December 15  
 Reading: Matthew 17 
 
December 16 
 Reading: Matthew 18 
 
December 17 
 Reading: Matthew 19 
 
December 18 
 Reading: Matthew 20 
 
December 19 
 Reading: Matthew 21 
 
December 20 
 Reading: Matthew 22 
 
December 21 
 Reading: Matthew 23 
 
December 22 
 Reading: Matthew 24 
 
December 23 
 Reading: Matthew 25 
 
December 24 – Christmas Eve 
 Reading: Matthew 26 
 
December 25 – Christmas Day 
 Reading: Matthew 27 
 
December 26 
 Reading: Matthew 28 

To help you LISTEN to God... 
 
 

We offer the following passages from the 
Gospel story of Matthew for your reflection, 
and in preparation this Advent season. 
Consider keeping a journal at hand to write 
down what you hear from God. If you’re 
new to all this, perhaps these steps will help 
you get started: 
 
 

Invite - Find a time and space where you 
can have at least 15 minutes of privacy and 
silence. Begin by taking a moment to ask 
God to meet you. Expect God to answer 
your prayer. 

 

Scripture - Read slowly through the 
passage for the day. Read it again, if you 
like. Pay attention to phrases or ideas that 
particularly strike you. As you read, ask 
God to speak to you through his Word.   

 

Listen and Reflect - Use a journal to write 
down what you hear God saying in these 
verses.  What is God telling you about 
Himself?  What is God telling you about 
your life?  What is God telling you he 
wants you to do, or to do differently?  
What questions are raised? What 
promises are made? What do you need to 
confess?  Write what you hear, whatever 
you hear. 

 

 Pray - Let God’s Word lead you into a 
response of prayer. Consider using these 
questions to guide your prayer:  

 

1. Rejoice: What am I shown here about 
the character of God that I might offer 
praise and rejoice in who God is? 
 

2. Repent: What am I shown here about 
what is wrong with my character and 
life that I might confess and repent of? 

 

3. Request: What am I shown here that is 
needed in my life or the lives of others 
that I might request? 

 

You might also pray through the Lord’s 
Prayer, paraphrasing and personalizing 
the prayer as you go.   

2021 Advent Reading Schedule 
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“My little children, for whom I am 
again in the pain of childbirth until 

Christ is formed in you…” 
-Galatians 4:19 

Abide This Advent 
 
This Advent we invite you to commit time every 
day to meet alone with God in scripture, reflection 
and prayer. Jesus could not have been clearer with 
us: “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). One of the best ways we can abide in 
Christ is to begin each day listening to him as he 
speaks through scripture and then responding in 
prayer. The transformation in us can be powerful. 
 
If this is something you have never done, start 
small at first by committing 1% of your day to this 
practice (about 15 minutes). If you’ve been at this 
for a while, you may want to commit more time, 
even an hour a day. 
 
See if this works for you: Find a quiet, private 
space and time each day, preferably first thing in 
the morning. You don’t need to take much with 
you. Your Bible, of course (let us know if you need 
one and we’ll give you a copy). A journal and pen 
to write down what you hear. A cup of coffee or 
tea might be a bonus. 
 
In this pamphlet, you’ll find a daily reading guide 
to help you read through the Gospel of Matthew 
in preparation for Christmas. Matthew, one of four 
Gospels in the New Testament, is the eyewitness 
testimony of the birth, life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. Listening to God in these passages 
is a wonderful way to prepare to celebrate the 
coming of Christ at Christmas and all that this 
means for us and for the world. 
 
Please don’t feel like you need to read each day’s 
passage in its entirety. The point is not to “finish 
the assignment”; the point is to listen for God to 
speak and then respond in prayer.  
 
And if you miss a day, it’s okay. Schedule time the 
next day. Our Heavenly Father is always ready 
and eager to meet with us. He is always gracious, 
always patient. And a wise word in advance: when 
it comes to listening for God, some days will be 
more difficult than others. Don’t be discouraged; 
this is true for everybody.   
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Adult Christian Formation Opportunities for  
December 2021: Midweek Classes and Groups 

 
Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m. ,Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
Since the spring of 2020, a great group of seniors has been gathering with the simple aim of enjoying together a time 
of lively conversation that covers a diverse array of topics. Each gathering always includes time to share concerns and 
to pray with and for one another. All seniors are invited to join us for this refreshing midweek break and the 
fellowship, conversation, and friendship that it offers. You can easily join any Thursday session.  The Zoom link is 
posted on the church website, under the blue “Online Class Info” tab.   We hope to see you on a Thursday afternoon 
sometime soon! 

Coming in January 2022! Adult Sunday School 
 
Living the Faith in a Contrary World 
1 Corinthians Bible Study  
Sundays, January 9 – March 27, 2022 (excluding First Sunday Sabbath) 
10:15-11:15 a.m. 
In person, Room 2  
Facilitator:  Rev. Dennis Montzingo 
 
Come and join us as we journey to the biblical city of Corinth and learn of the many challenges this first-century 
church confronted in living out their new faith amidst the thoroughly pagan Greco-Roman culture that surrounded 
them. As we consider Paul’s words to the Corinthians, we will find his teaching to be surprisingly relevant as we seek 
to live our faith in the world of our day.  
 
The class will be taught by Rev. Dennis Montzingo and will be offered on Sunday mornings from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m., 
January through March (excluding Sabbath Sundays -- see schedule below), in Room 2 at the church. (The class will 
start after the first service and run through part of the second service.) 
 

• Jan. 9   Introducing Corinth, the People, and the Letter 
Acts 18:1-17; 1 Cor. 1:1-11; 16:5-18  

• Jan. 16   Conflicts and Divisions, 1 Cor. 1-2  
• Jan. 23   Overcoming Divisiveness, 1 Cor. 3-4  
• Jan. 30   Confronting Immorality, 1 Cor. 5-6  

 
• Feb. 13   Sex and Marriage, 1 Cor. 7  
• Feb. 20   One God and Lord Among Many Gods and Lords, 1 Cor. 8-10  
• Feb. 27   Worship and Communion Practices, 1 Cor. 11  

 
• Mar. 13  The Body of Christ, 1 Cor. 12  
• Mar. 20  The Preeminence of Love, 1 Cor. 13-14  
• Mar. 27  The Resurrection, 1 Cor. 15 
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A letter from World Vision for all of our  
Child Sponsors: 

 

 

Please pray for our Sisters and Brothers in Ethiopia. 
 
You may have heard in the news about the heartbreaking situation in Ethiopia. The conflict 
that began last year has now spread to the broader region of Northern Ethiopia. On 
November 2, 2021, the government of Ethiopia declared a six-month, nationwide state of 
emergency.  
 
Many areas of the country are now experiencing civil turmoil, which is worsening existing 
humanitarian needs, yet severely affecting responses. Hundreds of thousands of people 
are displaced, with tens of thousands having fled to Sudan or other areas within Ethiopia. 
While your sponsored child does not live in a currently affected area, there is a risk that the 
violence will continue to spread.  
 
Due to the rapidly changing conditions in this unstable area, World Vision staff and 
volunteers have had to adapt quickly to continue providing life-saving assistance, while at 
the same time, prioritizing staff safety in a complex and evolving context. Key areas of 
focus in Ethiopia during this challenging time include ensuring: 

• The protection and well-being of children 
• Food security 
• Access to clean water and healthcare 

We know the God of comfort is with all who are suffering in Ethiopia, and that He can give 
them the strength to endure. Please join us in prayer for: 

• Peace and protection for civilians, especially children. 
• The safety of World Vision staff across the country, as well as our humanitarian 

partners. 
• Our continued ability to respond to those in dire need with God’s love, and for 

unity, commitment, and courage for our responders. 
• A quick and peaceful resolution to this conflict. 

Thank you for your partnership as together we strive to be the hands and feet of Jesus to 
the most vulnerable. Please know that if your sponsored child is ever directly affected, 
we’ll be in touch with you.  

 

 

 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, 
be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. —Ephesians 6:18 (NIV) 

 

World Vision is a Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to working with children, families, and their 
communities worldwide to reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.  For more 
information on child sponsorship please contact me, Donna Touros, at (916) 284-4438, or look for me at Faith's 9:00 
worship service on Sunday mornings. 
 
Thank you!  
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Session October & November Highlights 
 
What is Session?  Session is the governing body of our congregation.  Made up of 16 members (pastors and 
elders) who are called by God and elected by the congregation, the Session is charged by God to oversee the 
ministry and mission of Faith Presbyterian Church.  By God’s grace, Session works hard to make sure that we are 
becoming, day by day, the sort of church God wants us to become – A community loving Christ, building 
disciples, serving all.    
 
What has Session been up to lately? The following are some of the decisions which were made this month at 
Session and some of the areas of ministry which were celebrated.  We hope you share in the enthusiasm of 
Session in all that God is doing in our midst.  As a reminder, Session meetings are held the 2nd Monday of most 
every month at 7:00 here at church.  Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and church 
members are always encouraged to come listen in.  We’ll even share our snacks! 
 
*Note: During this time of quarantine Session has been meeting online with Zoom.  If you are interested in 
attending the meeting, please contact Jeff Chapman for the link at jchapman@faithpresby.org  
 

- Inactive Members – After lengthy and prayerful reflection, Session removed several dozen members from 
our active membership rolls.  These are all individuals who have not been active in the life of the 
congregation for several years at least, and in every instance efforts have been made over the years to 
reach out to encourage reengagement.   It is the goal and responsibility of Session to make sure our 
membership rolls reflect active participation in the life of the community.   

 
- Team Summaries – Each elder is working with his/her team to develop an up-to-date summary of the 

work and ministry of their respective teams.  These summaries include team responsibilities and goals, 
and will be especially helpful when teams change leadership.   

 
- Downsizing the Board of Deacons – Session decided to bring a motion to the congregation at our annual 

meeting in January to downsize our deacon board from 18 to 15.  This decision was made primarily to 
better reflect the current size and needs of the congregation.  The deacons themselves were asked to 
consider this change and agreed it was time to make it.  Any change in the number of deacons or elders 
needs congregational approval.     

 
- New Member – Session received Chelle Ellenberger as a new member.   

 
- Nominating Committee – At a brief congregational meeting in October, the congregation elected the 

following as this year’s Nominating Committee: Barbara Tracy (chair), Glenda Arellano (deacon rep.), 
Sylvia Warner, Sam Cadeaux, Paul Philleo, Marc Keller and Gail Bagby.     

  

mailto:jchapman@faithpresby.org


  
CHRISTMAS WITH THE CHOSEN 

We are going to see a special Christmas 
edition of the new series “The Chosen” at 
Delta Shores Theater on December 1, 7:00 
p.m. We have 24 tickets! YOUTH get first 
chance, then we’ll open to the rest of the 
congregation! 

Advent Wednesdays 
During Advent, Youth Group will 
look a little bit different. Except for 
December 1 (see above), we’ll 
meet for dinner together from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. before attending 
worship in the sanctuary as a 
group, then conclude with 
discussion and a game till about 
8:30 p.m. (December 8 and 15) 
 
 CHILLY CHILI BOWL Ultimate Frisbee Game 

is Dec 12, 3:00 p.m., hope you can join us! Chili 
and board games at the church to follow!  
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