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facebook.com/ 
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9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Go to www.faithpresby.org for 

livestreaming of the service at 9:00 only. 

Sunday School 
Pre‐K–Grade 6: 

9:00 a.m. in person 

10:30 a.m. on Zoom 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Christian Formation Class 

7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 

 
 
 

Stay At Home Retreat 

 

September 10 ‐ 12 

Right Here! 

Parent Partnership 

September 19 

Page 11 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

The Retreat is a Bit Different… 
As you may have heard, Faith’s All‐Church Fall 

Retreat is now a Stay‐at‐Home All‐Church Retreat  
happening September 10‐12 here at Faith. 

 
All are welcome! A detailed schedule of retreat 

events will be distributed in worship on  
Sunday, September 5, & the Monday weekly email.  
It willalso be available for pick‐up at the church. 

 
We are saddened to miss out on our Tahoe refuge,  

BUT… Dr. James Edwards is able to join us 
here in Sacramento. In addition to his excellent 
teaching, we have scheduled some good times of  

fellowship and food –  
including our traditional ice cream social! 

 
Hope to see you there! 

October 3 
See Page 10 

Christmas Boutique: Save the Date 

December 4 
See Page 4 

Adult Formation 

See Pages 5 through 8 

Little Known Gem 

Hidden on Page 9 

Family Play and Fellowship 

See Page 12 

 
The PresbyNews is published monthly 

by a team of volunteer writers. 

Please send submissions to 
Editor Suzy Hughes at 

suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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Welcome to Faith’s Newest Members! 
Anna and Marsena Latigue 

 
At its June meeting, Faith’s Session joyfully welcomed into membership Anna Latigue and her 
daughter, Marsena. Their faces may well be familiar to you because they have been actively involved in 
the life of Faith for a few years now. 
 
By way of getting to know her better, here are a few things that Anna shares about herself: 
 
Anna has spent most of her life in America, though she and her daughter spent over seven years in 
South Africa, where Anna served as a missionary. Anna also served as an administrator and owner of a 
specialized school for disabled children, though she is now retired from this position. She also works as 
a nurse. Anna enjoys reading, swimming, listening, and sharing the Gospel through love. She enjoys red 
bush tea from South Africa, old hymns, old western movies, and opera.  
 
Anna started to attend Faith after her home church changed its hour of worship from day to night. 
Anna, who no longer drives after dark, needed to find a new worshipping community. Her 
granddaughter, Deja, lives in this area and asked Anna to look for a church nearby. God led Anna to 
Faith, and she has found here her church home. 
 
Please extend a warm Faith welcome to Anna and Marsena when you see them! 
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Staff Column 
Halfway There! 
By Laura Anderson 

Recently my son, Andrew, and I hiked out to Tomales Point. It was a glorious day with 
perfect weather for the 10-mile walk out to the point and back. Along the way we stopped 
to oooh and aaah at elk, coyotes, funky insects, seabirds and raptors, colorful flowers, and, 
all around us, the sea. Gorgeous!  

There was just one hitch: I have not been on a 10-mile walk in quite some time. In the 
midst of my full-time work and studies, I haven’t done a good job of exercising regularly. 
So even though the Tomales Point hike is a fairly easy one, I was pleasantly tired by the 
time we reached the cliffs and sat down for our picnic lunch. As we got ready to head back, 
it dawned on me:  We’re only halfway there! There are still five more miles to go – some of them uphill, some of them 
through shifting sand, and all of them towards a goal (my car and the bathrooms at the head of the McClure Beach trail) 
that I can’t yet see at all. 

Two years ago, when I last wrote this column for the PresbyNews, I let you know that I was beginning my MDiv studies 
through Denver Seminary’s online program. I am happy to let you know that, as of August 29, I am halfway there! Yay!  

While reaching this halfway mark feels good, I find myself feeling like I did after that Tomales Point picnic:  Uh-oh. I’m only 
halfway there. There are still miles ahead of me – some probably uphill and across unstable terrain. And all of them heading 
towards a goal that I can imagine but can’t yet see. How on earth do I keep going when I’m already tired? 

I’m guessing that many of you, in your own lives, can relate to this sense of being halfway there – feeling like forward 
progress has been made but there’s still a long way to go. We feel this with the pandemic and the stop-and-start nature of 
getting “back to normal.” Some of us are feeling it as we grapple with shifting family relationships and all the good and the 
hard they entail. Some of us are feeling it as we journey through long-term health issues. Some of us are feeling it as we 
experience changes in where we live and where – or whether – we work. Sometimes we feel it in our spiritual lives: we see 
how the Spirit is helping us grow, but then we trip over the same old stumbling block and recognize how far we have to go. 
Somedays it can all be pretty hard. How do we keep on going when we’re already feeling worn out? 

For me – and maybe for you – part of the answer comes from the hiking trail. When I’m tired and hit those patches of 
difficult terrain, I breathe slowly and steadily and match my pace to my breathing: breathe in (step, step), breathe out (step, 
step). I pay close attention to where I’m going so as not to tumble, but I also look around so as not to lose sight of what is 
going on around me – some of it spectacularly beautiful! It helps, too, to have good company on the way. I’ve done that 
Tomales Point trail by myself. The solo return seemed a lot longer than when my son was walking with me. 

Perhaps another part of the answer comes from Joshua 1. Joshua was one of the Israelites who made the exodus out of 
Egypt and spent 40 years in the wilderness. The golden calf, Moses’ face radiating the glory of God, water from the rock, 
Israel’s rebellion against God and Moses … Joshua saw it all! When the book of Joshua begins, the Israelites are on the edge 
of the Promised Land. They are way more than halfway there. So why does God choose this moment to tell Joshua, three 
times in a row, to “be strong and courageous”? Admittedly, Joshua was leading those chucklehead Israelites. Anyone would 
need strength and courage for that! Plus there were all those peoples in the land to be faced. But I wonder if part of the 
reason why God told Joshua over and over to be strong and courageous is because God, in great mercy, understands that 
when we are poised between where we started and where we are going, our vision and our courage and our strength can 
flag. So God gives us our “hiking” orders:  “Be strong and courageous!” But God gives these orders only after first giving this 
promise: “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you” (Josh. 1:5). God gives us his 
companionship, his presence, his very self! And so, together, we slowly journey on. 

Halfway there! 
Laura  
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Three Months Until Faith’s Christmas Boutique! 
Faith’s sixth annual Christmas Boutique will take place on  

Saturday, December 4, from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Link Hall.  
There will be handmade gifts for purchase from a variety of local vendors and crafters.  

Plan to join us for this festive event and the chance to do some early Christmas shopping 
while supporting local artists and artisans. 

 
The Boutique’s organizers are seeking church members as vendors at this festive event. 

All table fees ($30 per table) will be donated to One Child One Hen. 
If interested, please contact Tammi Whitted at davntam@comcast.net or 916-600-8724. 

 

 
 

  

mailto:davntam@comcast.net
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Faith’s Annual Ministry Faire 
Sunday, October 3, between worship services 

 
Have you ever wondered who the Faith elders are? 
Have you ever wondered what the Faith elders do? 
Have you ever wondered what the Faith elders’ ministry teams do? 
Have you ever thought about serving on one of these teams but weren’t sure 
what it would entail? 

 
Well, here’s your opportunity to have all your questions answered! Join us on 
Sunday, October 3 for Faith’s annual Ministry Faire, taking place between services. 
Each elder and their ministry team will have a table with information about what 
they do and how you can get involved. Not only this, but there will be some 
delicious (and COVID-careful) snacks to enjoy as you wander from table to table.  

 
So, come one, come all to hobnob with your elders! It makes a difference when you’re 
there! 
 

 

Afternoon Book Club Gearing Up for Fall 
 
If you are looking for some fellowship and fun this fall, then consider joining the Afternoon Book 
Group. We meet the third Monday of the month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. At present, we are not yet sure 
if we are meeting online or in person due to COVID-19 considerations.  
 
We have a great line-up of books this year, including these selections for the fall: 
 

September 20  Dear Mrs. Bird   A. J. Pierce 
 
October 18  Women in the Window A. J. Finn 
 
November 15  Only Woman in the Room Marie Benedict 

 
If you are interested in learning more, call Jean Kern (916-684-9697) or Janet Sather (916-247-9234). 
Happy reading! 

 

  

https://owl.excelsior.edu/educator-resources/owl-across-disciplines/owl-across-the-disciplines-grammar-and-usage/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Adult Christian Formation Opportunities for 
September and October 2021 

Some Adult Christian Formation opportunities in September and October 2021 will be offered online on 
Zoom and others will be in person.  Please review the description for each class to determine whether it is 
on Zoom or in person.  To participate in a Zoom class, you must either download Zoom to your computer 
(https://zoom.us/) or download the Zoom App to your smartphone. The Zoom link will be provided in email 
communications and on Faith’s website at www.faithpresby.org under the blue “Online Class Info” tab on 
the left side of the page. Click on the link a few minutes before the class begins to join the group. 

Adult Sunday School 

The Practice of Giving Workshops 
September 19, 26 
6:30 p.m. 
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Jeff Chapman 

Pastor Jeff Chapman will preach a two-week sermon series on the spiritual practice of giving.  You've heard 
that we are to give until it hurts.  Perhaps we need to think about the other way around, that we are to give 
until it brings joy.  In connection with these series, Pastor Jeff will offer two short (30-minute) online 
workshops on this practice on Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.  These workshops will be very practical.   

Midweek Classes and Groups 

Life Group “Taster”  
Seven Wednesdays – September 22, 29, October 6, 13, 20, 27, November 3 
Time TBD 
In person and online on Zoom 
Facilitator:  Jeff Chapman 

We are starting several new Life Groups this fall.  Life Groups are small groups (4-12) of people who meet 
weekly for Bible study, prayer, and community.  These groups are instrumental in fostering spiritual growth 
and building friendship.  Pastor Jeff Chapman will offer this opportunity for individuals to try the Life Group 
experience for seven weeks this fall on Wednesday evenings starting on September 22.  We will have in-
person and online options. Contact Pastor Jeff if you are interested—jchapman@faithpresby.org. 

https://zoom.us/
http://www.faithpresby.org./
mailto:jchapman@faithpresby.org
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Midweek Classes and Groups, Cont. 
 

Discovering YOUR Spiritual Gift 
Wednesdays – September 15, 22, 29, October 13, 20, 27  
*Please note that we will be skipping October 6. 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
In person, Grace Room 
Facilitator:  Linda Whitney 
 
Spiritual Gifts are special abilities given by the Holy Spirit to every believer.  In 
this six-week class, you will identify your special gift and define what you do 
best and how you can serve most effectively.  Come take part in a small-group 
experience that will lead you on a personal journey of meaningful discovery 
about how God has uniquely equipped you to serve the Body of Christ and the 
world.  
 
Although we must limit the class size to 12 in order to maintain social distancing, there are still a few spaces 
available. Advance registration is required. To sign up, email Linda Whitney at lnlwhitney@sbcglobal.net on 
or before Sunday, September 12. There is a participant’s guide for the class that you may purchase from the 
church for $10 when the class begins. 
 
 
Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m.  
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
Since the spring of 2020, a great group of seniors has been gathering with the simple aim of enjoying 
together a time of lively conversation that covers a diverse array of topics. Each gathering always includes 
time to share concerns and to pray with and for one another. All seniors are invited to join us for this 
refreshing midweek break and the fellowship, conversation, and friendship that it offers. You can easily join 
any Thursday session.  The Zoom link is posted on the church website, under the blue “Online Class Info” 
tab.   We hope to see you on a Thursday afternoon sometime soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lnlwhitney@sbcglobal.net
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Midweek Classes and Groups, Cont. 
 

Coming in November! 
Doing Justice Intensive: Racism 
In person, Location TBD 
Time TBD 
Facilitators:  Jeff Chapman, Jeremy Sheppard and Sam Kamau 
 
This intensive course will be open to 12 people this fall beginning in November.  We will meet for six 
sessions, gathering every other week.  We will touch the surface of the diverse perspectives and rich 
literature on racism and reconciliation that is available today. Together, we will explore a range of 
responses from Christians and try to understand the theology and values that drive people to land in  
one part of the spectrum or another.  The purpose of this Intensive is to facilitate a conversation among 
people about race and prejudice that may be more honest and go deeper than previously experienced. 
While it may be illuminating to read, watch, and reflect on the material in this unit on your own, it will 
require interaction with a diverse community to address fully both the opportunities and limitations of your 
own life experience and social location. (Please be aware that this course may include language, ideas, and 
images that trigger strong emotions.)  The course will be facilitated by Jeff Chapman, Jeremy Sheppard and 
Sam Kamau.   
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Little-Known Gem in Northern California:The Museum of Biblical Archaeology 
Coming in October: Lectures on the Excavation at Sodom 

 
Did you know that there is a great biblical archaeology resource right in our backyard? The Museum of Biblical 
Archaeology is a ministry of Woodland United Fellowship. The museum and church are located at 240 N. West 
Street in Woodland. 
 
The museum houses over 300 objects from biblical times, including vessels, seals, amulets, funerary items, and 
weapons. The museum also has an ongoing relationship with those working on the dig at Tall el-Hammam – 
thought to be the location of biblical Sodom – in Jordan. The museum regularly hosts educational lectures at the 
museum and has sponsored educational and spiritual journeys to the Middle East, as well as digs at the Tall el-
Hammam site.  
 
On Saturday, October 2, the museum is hosting Dr. Steven Collins, Director of the Tall el-Hammam Excavation 
Project, for two lectures – one at 10:00 a.m. and the other at 1:00 p.m. (content of the two lectures will be 
different). Dr. Collins will share some fascinating information about the excavation of the palace area of the site, 
including testing and analysis of recent finds. There is no charge for the lectures, although the museum 
welcomes donations. Refreshments will be served. 
 
If you are interested in attending the lectures and would like to carpool, contact Tracy Tootle at 
thetootlefam@gmail.com. If you cannot attend the lectures but would like to learn more about this hidden gem, 
check out the museum’s website at https://www.woodlandmba.org/. If you would like to visit the museum, call 
to make arrangements for a self-guided visit or a docent-led tour:  (530) 662-1675. To read more about Tall el-
Hammam, go to https://tallelhammam.com/. 
 

Braver Angels Invitation for Red/Blue Households 
For all those who live in “bi-political” households, where some folks belong to one party and some to another, 
Faith’s Missional Community on Faith and Politics has an invitation for you: 
 
In the spirit of Braver Angels and learning to talk and listen with greater care across the political lines that 
threaten to divide us, would you be interested in getting together at Ron and Sherry Beamses’ house for some 
dessert and casual conversation? Say some time in October? 
 
We did this once before, and participants found it helpful. Ron and Sherry provide a couple of written questions 
in advance to help get the conversation started, but we let the spirit of the group guide the way. The intention is 
a casual evening where we share ideas and really listen to one another. We won’t try to change one another’s 
minds. Instead, we’ll focus on things like the ways we’ve found to talk productively about our political 
differences: What works well? What do we wish worked better? In short, how do we get along well as a family 
when we think differently politically? 
 
Perhaps, in the end, we’ll discover, as did the folks in Women Rowing North, that “our whole family belongs to 
the political party of fried chicken and apple pie." Maybe, by putting our familial Red and Blue minds together, 
our political differences will remain but we’ll understand better the ties that bind us, and we’ll leave our time of 
conversation a little stronger, better, more loving, and more understanding. 
 
If you might be interested in taking part in October in a time of Red and Blue fellowship, conversation and 
yummy dessert, please be in touch with Sherry Beams. You can give her a ring at (916) 942-9996 or email her at 
thegreatestgift.sb@gmail.com.   

mailto:thetootlefam@gmail.com
https://www.woodlandmba.org/
https://tallelhammam.com/
mailto:thegreatestgift.sb@gmail.com
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PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING 
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways.” 

– 2 Thessalonians 3:16 
 
It was a daring prayer, all things considered, for Paul to pray on the Thessalonians’ behalf – and it is 
also a daring prayer for us to pray in our own day.  Paul’s second letter to the Thessalonians arrived at 
a time of turmoil, strife, and confusion.  This Christian community was experiencing persecutions so 
severe that some believed the time of final judgment had come, while others took advantage of these 
believers’ doubts, spreading misinformation and sowing dissent.  In the face of all this upheaval, Paul 
ended his letter with a benedictory prayer: for the Lord’s peace to be granted at all times in all ways.  It 
would have been daring enough to pray for peace “at some time, some day.” How much bolder to pray 
for Christ’s peace “at all times”! It would have been audacious enough to ask for peace “in some sort of 
way.” How much more faith-full to ask for peace “in all ways”!  
 
Praying for peace is daring because peace in our world, and sometimes in our own lives, seems so 
elusive. Think about it:  Has God’s peace ever seemed so far away that you couldn’t even begin to 
envision it? This is why Paul’s prayer is so bold:  It really and truly asks Christ to bring the fullness of his 
peace to the church, and in so doing, it pushes us to imagine what that peace – the peace that comes 
from “the Lord of peace himself” – might look like.  
 
And yet, realizing what this peace looks like and working in partnership with the Spirit to help achieve 
this peace is not a solo act! On our own, we have little hope of glimpsing it and no hope of realizing it. 
We need the church, rightly placed under the Lordship of Christ, in order to imagine his peace, to 
desire his peace for those who most need it, and to bear witness to his peace in daring proclamation 
and in bold action. Together we can learn to see peace as Christ sees it and, following him, to bring it to 
fuller expression, even in places where peace seems impossible. 
 
Our denomination’s Peace & Global Witness Offering provides us, the body of Christ, with a powerful 
tool to work for peace on behalf of the Lord of peace. Twenty-five percent of the funds received for 
this Offering are retained by our congregation. Our Mission Team can then direct those funds to local 
efforts within and beyond Faith that work boldly for peace. A further 25% is shared with our mid 
council region, and 50% is shared with our denominational partners. In this way, our work for peace 
and our witness to peace are extended, as we join Paul in his daring prayer that the Lord of peace will 
give his people peace “at all times and in all ways.”  
 
Please give generously to the Peace & Global Witness Offering on World Communion Sunday, October 
3, 2021.  
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FAMILY

PLAY &

FELLOWSHIP

 

Join us in Room 7.

 Our first meeting will be August 26th at 10:00am. See

calendar for more dates and times  

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH

Attention Faith families:

We would love you to join us for an

unstructured time of play, Godly

discussion, encouragement, and friendship.



 GPS KIDS is an after-school program

focused on providing guidance, valuing

the process of learning, and

redefining success.   

Homework Help              

Tutoring                          

Art Workshops               

Games & Activities.        

Character Building        

 

Register Today

Faith Presbyterian 

Church

625 Florin Rd

Sacramento, CA 95831

Mondays & Wednesdays

3:30-5:00 PM

Fall kick off:

October 4th

For additional details or questions please contact

Jacob Zvolanek at jzvolanek@faithpresby.org



 
 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
A huge thank you to Lara and Mike Roach and Cindy and Bob DeYoung for 
hosting back to school swim parties! Bring a suit, a towel, and a favorite 
game, and we hope to see you there! 
 
SWIM PARTY #1 - Wednesday, August 25, 7-9 p.m. 
Roach Family Home 
7554 River Ranch Way 
(Near Marriott Park in South Pocket) 
 
SWIM PARTY #2 - Tuesday, September 7, 7-9 p.m. 
DeYoung Family Home 
6847 Waterview Way 
(Near the Church) 
 

LEADERS PRAYER WEEK 
Wednesday, September 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Youth Team and Volunteer Youth Leaders meet 
to pray and plan for the year to come! Bring a snack to share! 
 

MAIN KICKOFF EVENT 
Wednesday, September 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Dinner catered from In-N-Out Fine Cuisine 
Pickleball and Yard Games at the Church 
Inspiration for a year of knowing Jesus better together!! 
Come join us! 
 
BE WATCHING FOR THESE OPPORTUNITIES THIS FALL: 

 Service Projects - to support local ministries and reach out to those in need 
 Retreats – Westminster Woods and perhaps our own Faith getaway! 
 Ultimate Frisbee – invite 

friends on designated 
Sunday afternoons! 

 Pickleball Pick-Up Games – 
the hot new game that is 
taking Faith Youth by storm! 

 Confirmation – Dive deep in 
knowing your personal walk 
with Jesus and this Faith 
community! 

 Bible Study Small Groups – 
Take an hour a week offsite 
to be fed by God’s Word! 






