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Sunday Worship at Faith  
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service at 9:00 only. 

 
Sunday School 

Pre-K–Grade 6:  10:30 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Christian Formation Class   

7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

Summer Academy of the Arts 
July 7 – 28 

Academy of the Arts Performance 
August 1 

See Pages 14 and 15 
 

Hope Sunday: Child Sponsorship 
August 22 
See Page 2 

 
All Church Fall Retreat 

September 10 - 12 
See Pages 12 and 13 

 
 

Adult Formation 
See Pages 4 through 6 

 
 

Lay Ministry Report 
See Page 7 

 
 

Meet Morgan Stout! 
See Page 8 

 
 
 
 

The PresbyNews is published monthly 
by a team of volunteer writers. 

 
Please send submissions to  

Editor Suzy Hughes at 
suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

Happy Fourth of July!! 
 

The Fourth of July seems particularly exciting this 
year! We are all ready for a barbeque and some 
fireworks. And there’s plenty going on here at 

Faith as well! You can read about Adult Christian 
Formation offerings on pages 4 through 6, and we 

are getting ready for the annual All-Church Retreat 
at Zephyr Point (details on pages 12 and 13). 

 
We are also excited to introduce you to our newest 

staff member, Morgan Stout, who joins us as 
Faith’s new Nursery Coordinator! You can learn 

some more about Morgan on page 8. 
 

We hope you have a happy Fourth of July and wish 
you a wonderful, fun and restful summer! 

 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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Throughout World Vision's more than 70 years of work, our roots have run deep in helping where people are 
suffering, where poverty seems undefeatable, and where the needs are great. With God's sustaining hand and 
faithful support from people like you, we were there in the wake of the Vietnam War with Operation Seasweep, 
sailing the South China Sea to pick up Vietnamese refugees that the world had turned its back on. We were 
there during the Ethiopian famine, feeding starving children and doing the much harder work of helping to 
establish long-lasting systems that have transformed lives and the region. We cried out for the church to 
respond when the AIDS crisis was creating orphans at an astonishing rate. We've been helping countless families 
since the Syrian civil war resulted in the largest refugee crisis of our day. And today, we're responding to the 
crippling needs brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic in every country we work in, while our staff are all 
equally affected by the crisis. 
  
In 2010, in the middle of an economic crisis, World Vision's campaign For Every Child (FEC) set a goal to reach 20 
million people worldwide with life-changing resources. We felt God calling us to make this bold move and many 
of you felt the same call. Because God is faithful, God honored our joint efforts and we exceeded our goal, 
reaching more than 25 million people – more than half of them children – in just five years. 
  
Each of these challenges seemed insurmountable – the numbers too big, the need too great. But World Vision 
instead said "together, we can do this, because the vision is from God." He is our confidence. And He has stirred 
in your hearts and inspired you to be part of His great work of empowering children and families to raise 
themselves out of poverty so they can have life, hope, and a future, even amid crises like a global pandemic.  
  
Child Sponsorship provides the resources to help meet a family's needs through three areas of focus: 

Life – through clean water and mother and child health; 
Hope – through child protection, emergency response, and Christian discipleship; and 
Future – through economic empowerment and education. 

  
The needs today are even greater because of the pandemic, but by the grace of God and with your 
compassionate generosity, we’re committed to empowering millions of children and families to transform their 
lives. 
  
Save the date: Sunday, August 22, is Hope Sunday for Child Sponsorship. I hope you'll join us. 
  
For information about World Vision Child Sponsorship, please contact Donna Touros at (916) 284-4438, or look 
for her at church on Sunday mornings. 
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Pastor’s Column 
 
Unity in the Face of Social Distance 
Pastor Jeff Chapman 
 
I just got out of a meeting around COVID 
restrictions, and everyone there wholeheartedly 
agreed that we will  not be sad when there are no 
longer any meetings about COVID restrictions! Can I 
get an “Amen!”?  
 
Prompted by changing regulations in our state a few weeks ago, Faith’s leadership took significant steps to loosen 
restrictions at Sunday morning in-person worship services and other times of gathering. Some of you have asked why we 
kept any restrictions at all, considering that public health officials no longer mandate that we do so. That was, in fact, one of 
the possibilities we considered. However, we opted for a more gradual approach out of our desire to make space for as 
many people as possible in our gatherings. While many of us are fully vaccinated and ready to regather without masks and 
social-distancing, there are also many others among us who, even though they may be vaccinated, are not yet ready to set 
aside all  such boundaries. Setting up our worship space the way we do, at least for now, allows those in each group to 
gather in person if they so choose. Of course, the comfort level of sti l l  others has led them to continue worshipping with us 
online. We’re so glad we have this option as well.  
 
Numerous times in the past, I’ve stood at the exit to the sanctuary after Sunday worship and had one person tell  me they 
were freezing during the service and the next person tell  me they were sweating. Both want us to make the proper 
thermostat adjustments. Given that we can’t even land on a sanctuary temperature that suits everybody, I’m certain that 
our COVID protocols, or lack thereof, are not going to suit everybody. I get it. It’s another reason why I am grateful to be in 
congregation that has demonstrated such patience and forbearance during this difficult season. If we refuse to let things 
l ike politics and personality divide us, we certainly can’t let something l ike masks divide the unity we share in Christ. 
 
This summer I wil l  be preaching through the “mutuality commands” in the New Testament. Under the heading of Jesus’ 
general command for us in the church to love one another as a sign that we are truly his followers (see John 13:35), the rest 
of the New Testament spells out what that love looks l ike with these and other mutuality commands: welcome one 
another, submit to one another, forbear one another, confess to one another, serve one another, etc. In a time when we 
see such terrible division all around us (e.g., political, racial, national, economic, even masked vs. unmasked), it’s the perfect 
time for us to reflect more deeply on how the unity we share in Christ, and the way we love one another across l ines that 
otherwise divide, stand as perhaps our greatest witness to Christ and his message of grace and love. This series will  have 
numerous opportunities for application. Our congregation is the laboratory where we work out these things. 
 
Someday COVID will  be behind us. Until  that time, we have to continue to navigate best practices for our in-person 
gatherings. It’s important for you to know that we do not follow solely the guidelines of politicians and public health 
officials; ultimately, it is the love of Christ that must guide our decisions. It is out of love that we must continue to work 
hard to make space for all  who desire to come participate in the l ife of this community. As more and more people feel safe 
gathering without our current restrictions, you will  see those restrictions loosen and eventually go away. I’m certainly 
thankful that those who are now ready to come without those restrictions also have the space to do so. In the meantime, 
don’t hesitate to continue to give us your feedback. It’s valuable to our leadership and helps us determine future steps.  
 
Grace & Peace, 
 
Jeff 
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Adult Christian Formation Opportunities for  
July 2021 

 
Adult Sunday School 

 
Some Adult Christian Formation opportunities in July 2021 will be offered online on Zoom and others will 
be in person. Please review the description for each class to determine whether it is on Zoom or in person. 
To participate in a Zoom class, you must either download Zoom to your computer (https://zoom.us/) or 
download the Zoom App to your smartphone. The Zoom link will be provided in email communications and 
on Faith’s website at www.faithpresby.org under the blue “Online Class Info” tab on the left side of the 
page. Click on the link a few minutes before the class begins to join the group. 
 
Joy! 
Sundays, July 11, 18, 25, August 1 
7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Online via Zoom 
Facilitator: Laura Anderson 
 
As one of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23), joy is a characteristic 
that should be increasingly evident in the life of every maturing 
Christian. So, if joy is central to who we are as Christians, what exactly 
is it? Is joy the same thing as happiness? Where do we find joy? How 
do we keep it? What does joy look like during times of affliction, 
suffering and grief?  
 
Join us as we seek to grow in our understanding and experience of joy 
by listening to four recorded teachings by R. C. Sproul on the topic of 
joy. Each audio recording lasts about 20 minutes, leaving us time for 
questions and conversation afterwards. Class will meet on Zoom; links 
to the class sessions and class handouts will be available on the church 
website (https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=7084) by the Thursday 
before each class. 
 
Joy is not some happy face that we have to put on to convince ourselves or others of our Christian faith. Joy 
is something that Jesus has and wants to share with us (John 15:11. Come and see what God has in store for 
you as we reflect on joy and its meaning and reality in our lives.  
 

Photo credit – Ben White on Unsplash: https://unsplash.com/photos/4K2lIP0zc_k 

 
  

https://zoom.us/
http://www.faithpresby.org./
https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=7084
https://unsplash.com/photos/4K2lIP0zc_k
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Recordings of the Augustine Class 
 
If you missed any of the three excellent sessions by Barbara Hull exploring the life of Augustine of Hippo, 
you can find recordings of them posted on our website: https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=7084. 
 
 
 

Midweek Classes and Groups 
 

The Chosen 
Wednesdays July 21, 28, August 4, 11 
7:00-8:30 p.m.  
In-Person, Link Hall 
Facilitator: Jeff Chapman with Alexis Yeoh and Sitara Busby 
 
Come, join us in Link Hall to view episodes from the first season of The Chosen, 
complete with popcorn and refreshments! After each episode, our Faith interns, 
Alexis and Sitara, will facilitate a lively discussion. To view the trailer for Season 
1, click on this link: The Chosen Season One Official Trailer (HD) - YouTube. 
 

 Directed by Dallas Jenkins, The Chosen is a multi-season, crowdfunded series about the life of Christ from 
the point of view of the people who encountered him. The series endeavors to be faithful to the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus but also adds additional details and context to bring to life people and stories from the 
Bible. Not a typical faith-based show, The Chosen rates a 9.7/10 on IMDb, 100%/99% on Rotten Tomatoes 
and consistently receives 10-star reviews. It is the largest crowdfunded media project in history. 

 
 Angels Studios states that they intend to produce seven seasons to tell the whole story of the Gospels and 

aim to reach one billion people. One reviewer exclaims, “This is an incredibly powerful series. Everybody 
should watch this. Every time I watch it, I am moved to tears and drawn closer to Christ Jesus.” 
 
Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m.  
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom, a great group of seniors gathers with the simple aim of enjoying 
together a time of lively conversation about a diverse array of topics that includes great stories, famous 
people's biographies, and fun and informative videos. Each gathering always includes time to share 
concerns and to pray with and for one another. All seniors are invited to join us for this refreshing midweek 
break and the fellowship, conversation, and friendship that it offers. You can easily join any Thursday 
session. The Zoom link is posted on the church website, under the blue “Online Class Info” tab. We hope to 
see you on a Thursday afternoon sometime soon! 
 
 

https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=7084
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-AJdKty74M
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Dear Faith Community, 
 
We would like to express our gratitude for all the love and support you have given us over the 
last 20 years at Faith.  We have been blessed to be a part of a supportive, caring community 
that not only provided a loving family for us, but also for our grandchildren - Zoe, Caleb and 
Menemsha Skye. 
 
We are moving to a new home in Lincoln to be closer to family and will always be thankful that 
God led us to Faith. 
 
David and Sandi Bilbo 

 

Coming in August! 
Finding Healing and Hope in Life’s Changes and Losses 
Five Tuesdays – August 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 
6:30-8:30 p.m. 
In person, Grace Room 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
At one time or another, all of us have faced some kind of life change, and much of the time we try to figure 
out how to deal with it on our own. Sometimes this works, and other times we might fail miserably. Some 
carry these burdens for years and they go unresolved. 
 
These experiences can include illness, struggles with dementia and Alzheimer’s, death of a loved one, 
divorce, change in employment, family dysfunctions, or other major life adjustments. These changes and 
experiences may have occurred in the distant past or may be currently taking place.  
 
This five-week series is designed to be of help to those who have experienced some form of a life change 
and are ready to look at the dynamics and results of that change in a supportive and non-judgmental 
setting. One of the main goals of the class is to help participants discover the tools needed to work through 
the events that caused the life change, which can then lead to renewal and hope. Throughout the course, 
we will seek God's wisdom and healing for each participant.  
 
This five-week series is not limited to just those in the Faith community, but also welcomes outside 
participation. 
 
These weekly meetings are held in a setting that is both safe and confidential. Advance registration is 
required. Please email Ron Beams, the class facilitator, at rdbeams@prodigy.net. Please note that the class 
meets in person in the Grace Room. Space is limited to 10; RSVP promptly to ensure your place in the class.  
 

  

mailto:rdbeams@prodigy.net
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Lay Ministry Focus Report 
May 2021 

 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms.” (Peter 4:10) 
 
The mission of Lay Ministry is to encourage and support new ministries and activities within the 
congregation of Faith to serve Christ by sharing our gifts and talents.  
 
Heart to Heart: In the first four months of 2021, nearly 50 meals were delivered and six 
rides provided. Service requests included changing batteries, replacing filters, spending 
the night, preparing for a move, packing, making phone calls, and dismantling a bed. 
What a blessing to see so many eager to show Christ’s love by their response when a 
need arises. 
 

Bless the Ways We Serve - On the last Sunday of the month, a member of the 
congregation shares a bit about who they are, and how they live their faith outside the 
church. It is encouraging to learn how people experience God in their work and 
personal lives.  
 
Time and Talents - Each month, we inform the congregation of small tasks and needs 
within the church, soliciting their talents. 

 
Pathways - This publication provides a description of Faith ministries, activities, and 
contact information. Members can learn who we are, what we do, and how to get 
involved.  
 
Ministry Faire -This Faire in October introduces the congregation to the Elders and their 
ministries. 

 
New Member Ministry - We reach out to new members to 
connect them with their Deacons, introduce them to the 
congregation, and help them navigate what the church 
has to offer. 
 
 

We also support Look @ Faith receptions, the wellness phone tree, and the Spiritual Gifts and Passions 
Class.  
 
The wonderful Lay Ministry Team consists of Sherry Beams, Kathy Ellis, Marianne Jenkins, Elder Renee 
Larsen, Lori Rapier, Glenn Reiner, and Tammi Whitted. 
 
“Lay Ministry – Connecting, informing, introducing, involving, coordinating, welcoming, and inspiring 
the Body of Christ at Faith” 
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Meet Morgan Stout, 
Faith’s Nursery Coordinator 

 
Faith Church, please welcome our new Nursery Coordinator, Morgan Stout! 
 
"Hi! I am Morgan. My family and I moved to the Sacramento area a little over 
five years ago. We are originally from Reno, Nevada. Since moving here, we’ve 
happily settled in and have enjoyed the vibrant community around us. Over 
the years, I have focused on raising our three children (Micah, Ira, and 
Penelope), growing in our walk with the Lord, homeschooling, and actively 
supporting parents through volunteering locally and online as a moderator for 
a group focused on raising kids with a “growth mindset.” The topics of God, 
resilience, and family unity/strength are dear to me. I also love to garden, 
read, spend time with friends and do DIY projects around our home. One 
thing we do miss is having Lake Tahoe at our back door.  
 
Recently I recognized my call to serve families in a bigger way and went back to school. I’ve been 
working toward two bachelor's degrees: one in Human Development and Family Studies and one in 
Christian Ministry. I will finish my degrees (hopefully) in the next year. My ultimate goal is to support 
children and families in their walk with God.  

I can’t wait to partner with and support the families at Faith. Please say hello when you see me at 
Faith!" 
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Adult Christian Formation 
June 2021 

Wendy Benjamin, Elder 
 
Ministry Team Members: Laura Anderson, Rev. Ron Beams, Rev. Jeff Chapman, Barbara Hull, Rev. Rick Hull, 

Audrey Newport, Alice Parente, Linda Whitney 
Teachers: Laura Anderson, Rev. Ron Beams, Rev. Jeff Chapman, Barbara Hull, Rev. Rick Hull, Alice Parente, Kathy  
 Keller, Rev. Dr. Lorie Sprinkle.  
Outside Speakers: Rev. Dr. Geordie Ziegler, Dr. James Edwards 
 
Vision Statement 
Adult Christian Formation encourages and motivates members of our community to develop along a path that will 
make them ever more Christ-like, making disciples, equipping each other through the study of Scripture and 
experiences of learning so that our personal relationships with Christ are deepened and our lives as a community 
of faith reflect the love of Christ to the world. 

 
Primary Areas of Service 
• Coordinate all adult classes, study groups, and offerings at Faith:  

o Average attendance for in-person classes has ranged from 10-40. Our online Zoom classes increased 
participation. 

o We offered both in-person and online Zoom classes.  
o Since June of last year, 18 different classes/series of classes have been held. 
 

Classes/Offerings 

 Why the Trinity Matters … To You—Rev. Dr. Geordie Ziegler led us in a three-session study of the Trinity from the standpoint of its 
practical relevance to daily l iving. We considered the Trinity not as a problem to be solved but as a relationship of eternal other-centered 
self-giving love in which we were created to participate and the beginning of hope, joy, freedom, peace, love and transformation. 
Rule of Life Series: Sabbath—In conjunction with Rev. Jeff Chapman’s sermon series on the practice of Sabbath, he taught us how to 
work out our own Sabbath rule of life: the rhythms and boundaries we can personally set in our lives and in the lives of our families 
which will help us honor this divine gift of one day in seven to pray and play.  
Questioning Evangelism: Engaging People’s Hearts the Way Jesus Did—Teaching a five-week class using a book of the same title, Rev. 
Jeff Chapman and Kathy Keller explored a  way of sharing God’s love that begins with questions and better prepares us to share the good 
news  of God’s love in ways that honor and respect the people with whom we share. The class highlighted that evangelism is simply 
sharing good news, the best news ever! 
Practical Apps: Why Reformed Theology Can - and Must - Speak Hope to This Moment—Rev. Rick Hull presented four Reformation 
s tudies focused not as a  dry academic pursuit but rather a  life-giving theology to transform lives, shape the cultural environment and 
serve as spiritual “corrective lenses” to give us strength to live and act in the best traditions of our early ancestors. 
Embracing the Gift of Life—Rev. Ron Beams facilitates this ongoing group (every Thursday at 2:00 p.m.) designed for seniors of a ll ages 
to celebrate what l ife is l ike right now. This includes how participants see their life fitting into the broad spectrum of relationships, 
spi rituality, and meaning and purpose. Each week’s gathering has a specific focus or theme, which the group addresses together with a 
spi rit of open discussion. The name was later changed to Thursdays with Ron and Friends. 

 sus and the Disinherited—In this eight-week class, attendees read this important book by Howard Thurman, an African American minister 
who worked alongside Martin Luther King. Alice Parente facilitated an examination of what i t means for us to live the l ife to which Jesus 
ca l led us: a  life committed to compassion and justice for all people. The book and discussion focused on how reading the Gospel can help 
us  develop a lifestyle where the poor and disenfranchised are embraced and not rejected and how we can---with Jesus’ help--- learn how 
to reach past anger and distrust toward a  vision of unity. 
True Confessions: Hope Beyond the Headlines—Rev. Rick Hull, Rev. Dr. Lorie Sprinkle and Rev. Jeff Chapman teamed up to remind us 
that as Presbyterians we belong to a confessional church. They taught us three confessions from the Book of Confessions – from Nazi 
Germany, The Barmen Declaration; from the social unrest of the 60's , The Confession of 1967; and from the reunification of 
denominations once divided, The Brief Statement of Faith -- to help us better understand how our forebears’ faith response to 
cha l lenges in their day can help to inform how we respond to challenges we face in our day.  
God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the Coronavirus and its Aftermath—Rev. Ron Beams facilitated this class using a  book 
of the same title by N. T. Wright. A timely class in the beginning of the pandemic, Rev. Ron Beams led an exploration of a  different way of 
viewing and responding to the pandemic based on Scripture, Christian history and Jesus’ teaching. 
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Classes/Offerings, Continued 

Between the Swastika and the Sickle: The Life, Disappearance, and Execution of Ernst Lohmeyer—Our 2021 Al l -Church Retreat speaker, 
Dr. James Edwards, taught a  three-session class based on his recently published book, Between the Swastika and the Sickle: The Life, 
Disappearance, and Execution of Ernst Lohmeyer (Eerdmans, 2019). He presented and discussed (1) the historical and political situation 
in which Ernst Lohmeyer lived, learned, taught, and wrote, especially the rise of Nazism; (2) the theological contributions of Ernst 
Lohmeyer, especially those that continue to affect church and theology today; and (3) Ernst Lohmeyer's understanding of Judaism, how 
and why he advocated for Jews in the face of Nazi anti-Semitism, and how this interfaced with his opposition to political autocracy and 
terror.  
Why and How We Give – a Presentation by the Faith Stewardship Team—In this two-class presentation, John Rodriguez, Jon Coupal and 
guest speaker Maggie Harmon from the Presbyterian Foundation elaborated on stewardship generally and why we give. Then they 
taught how we can give and shared new and creative ways we can support the ministries that are important to us. 
The Incarnation: Learning from God What it Means to be Human—Rev. Dr. Geordie Ziegler led a three-session class based on 
incarnation questions such as “What has God done? Why has God done i t? And if we were to take this event seriously, how might our 
world be changed?” He explored topics such as Jesus is God, God is Jesus and learning from Jesus what i t means to be human e.g., that 
the incarnation did not end with Jesus’ ascension, and why that i s the best news of the good news.  

 pe Tomatoes Workshop—These three workshops were companions to Rev. Jeff Chapman's Ripe Tomatoes sermon series, which focused 
on evangelism. The sermon series focused on recovering the true and beautiful meaning of evangelism and exploring how Jesus teaches 
a l l his followers to become evangelists. In these three 30-minute Sunday evening workshops, Jeff offered some practical tools we can use 
towards that end. In doing so Jeff created an analogy of picking “ripe tomatoes” rather than knocking on doors or standing with a 
bul lhorn on street corners.  
Diving Deeper into Revelation—Prior to preaching his sermon series on the Book of Revelation, Rev. Jeff Chapman taught a one-session 
course on to dispel confusion over different interpretations and serve as an important primer on how to read and approach this letter.  
The Last Battle: C. S. Lewis' Take on the End Times—This four-session class delved into the last book of the classic children’s series The 
Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis. This class was intended as a  companion to the preaching series on the Revelation to John. In this final 
book in the series, The Last Battle, Lewis projects how he understands the last days  of our world as interpreted from the apocalyptic 
wri tings of scripture. Rev. Jeff Chapman led the class through a s tudy of the images and ideas presented in this short book. 
Liturgy of the Ordinary—At a  time when Covid placed many restrictions on our daily l ives, Alice Parente facilitated this eight-week 
spi ritual formation group based on the book by Tish Harrison Warren, which is framed around one ordinary day, reviewing daily l ife 
through the lens of l iturgy, small practices, and habits that form us. The group focused on how in the overlooked moments and routines 
of our day, we can become aware of God's presence in surprising ways. We explored how to embrace the sacred in the ordinary and the 
ordinary in the sacred. 
Life's Transitions: Finding Healing and Hope—Rev. Ron Beams guided this recurring series designed to assist those who have 
experienced some form of life change and are ready to take a  look at the dynamics of that change in a supportive environment. One 
main goal of the class is to help participants discover the tools needed to work through the events that caused the transition, which can 
then lead to renewal and hope. 
 Glittering Vices: A New Look at the Seven Deadly Sins and Their Remedies—Alice Parente just finished using this book by Rebecca 
Konynoyk DeYoung to teach a  group of contemporary disciples in an eight-week examination of the “seven deadly s ins,” or vices, and the 
di fferent ways sin can entangle us. The group looked at each vice in turn, together with the spiritual practices that mark our intentional 
openness to the Holy Spirit’s work of creating the new self, complete with Christlike vi rtues.  
Augustine, a Thoroughly Modern Man—Barbara  Hull taught this three-session class to help us get to know and understand the oft-
quoted man from the 4th century, Augustine of Hippo, and be inspired by his deep faith. By his resume, Augustine appears to be a 
thoroughly modern man: ambitious, smart, political, seeker, lover, thief… and eventually a  Christian who has touched every believer, 
whether they know i t or not.  
 
• Oversee Missional Community on Faith & Politics 

o This year the Missional Community on Faith & Politics was launched at Faith. (Members: Lorie 
Sprinkle (leader), Bob Bagby, Ron Beams, Sherry Beams, Wendy Benjamin, Isabel Chapman, Flora 
Krasnovsky and Benjamin Rodriguez). The group meets once every two weeks. We developed a 
partnership with the nonprofit, bipartisan organization Braver Angels, an organization that tries to 
bring people from opposite ends of the political spectrum together to listen to one another 
respectfully, build common ground, and heal division. In January 2021, we hosted two different 
online (Zoom) showings of the documentary Purple with group discussions. In March 2021, we 
conducted a Red/Blue workshop online (Zoom). On June 26, 2021, we hosted an in-person showing 
of the documentary, Reunited States, followed by optional discussion groups. 
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• Oversee Life/Discipleship Groups at Faith 
• Oversee and Support all Retreats 

o Done in conjunction with pastoral staff, ministry team members and others who have volunteered 
to support and/or lead.  
• 2020 All-Church Fall Retreat: Planned but later canceled due to Covid-19 pandemic.  
• 2021 Stay-at-Home Winter Retreat: Not planned due to Covid-19 pandemic. 
• 2021 Women’s Retreat: Canceled due to Covid-19 pandemic.   
• 2021 Men’s and Boys’ Retreat: This retreat -- the first after a long break due to the pandemic -- 

was held on June 11-13, 2021, at Westminster Woods. Rev. Dan Baumgartner was the speaker. 
The theme was “Swimming Upstream with Jesus: The Call, the Cost and the Opportunity.” 

• Oversee the development of a Faith digital library (for recorded classes) and in-person lending library 
(books)—Prior to the church shutdown, we began to explore ideas to organize the Faith library and 
implement a library borrowing program to encourage folks to engage with the library and check out books. 
Work on this project is on hold. 

 
Looking Forward: 
 
The Fall Retreat team is planning the Faith All-Church Fall Retreat for September 10-12, 2021, at the Zephyr Point 
Presbyterian Conference Center at Lake Tahoe. This year’s theme is “The Christian Way of Living, Loving and 
Believing,” and our facilitator is Dr. James Edwards, a Presbyterian minister and New Testament scholar, now 
retired from the faculty of Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington. Promotion for the retreat was launched 
on Sunday, June 20, and registration began on Monday June 21. Zephyr Point is at 100 percent capacity and has 
implemented Covid protocols to protect guests. (See Next Page!) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Wendy Benjamin 
Elder, Adult Christian Formation  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

                                   

All-Church Fall Retreat Registration Form 
Please turn in or mail to the church office (Faith Presbyterian Church; Attn. Fall Retreat; 
625 Florin Rd.; Sacramento, CA  95831).  Better yet, register online by going to 
www.faithpresby.org and clicking on the blue “Fall Retreat” tab on the left, or by 
scanning the QR code at right with your cell phone camera to go directly to the online 
registration portal.  Questions? Email landerson@faithpresby.org or call 916-428-3439. 

 
Registration Options: The price of the retreat depends on the number and ages of 
people in your group and the type of lodging you choose.  First, indicate the names and 
ages (if under 18) of the people in your group.  Next, figure your food costs. Then select 
a lodging option.  Finally, determine the total and attach a check to this form.  If you 
wish to request a discounted rate, please check the discount code box to have one of our pastors contact you. 

1.  Let us know who is in your group. 

Name/Contact Person:__________________________________________________________________________  

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

Email:_____________________________________________ Phone #___________________________________  

List all others in your group (include ages of those under 18):__________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Determine your food/misc. expenses.   Total for food/misc.: $__________ 

 Adults and Youth (13+):  $88.00 per person x  ____ (# of people)   

 Children 4-12:  $68 per person x  ____ (# of people)   Children 0-3:  $0 per person x  ____ (# of people) 

3. Select your housing option.  Room/cabin choices are first-come, first-served.  If sharing a room/cabin with 
someone outside your group, the first person to register pays for the housing and works out costs with the 
others. 

       I would like a hotel-style room at Tahoe or Tallac Center (capacity of 2 people):  $220.00 total cost per room.    

 # of rooms for my group:  ______ room(s) x $220   Total for housing $__________   

  I would like a cabin.  If you check this box, we will contact you to help you select a cabin (all different prices)     

 and determine  the total registration fee for your group.    

        No housing requested.  I’m sharing a room/cabin with _______________, who has already registered and paid. 

4. Determine the total registration fee for your group and submit your check, payable to Faith, with this form 
(unless you  selected a cabin or requested a scholarship/discounted rate).   Total registration fee:  $_________ 

 Discount Code Requested—Yes, please have a pastor contact me/us confidentially about a scholarship.  

 

Faith Presbyterian Church  

 

All-Church Fall  

Retreat     

 

September 10-12, 2021                       
Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe            



 

Speaker & Theme 

Dr. James Edwards is a Presbyterian minister and 

New Testament scholar, retired now from the 

faculty of Whitworth University in Spokane, 

Washington.  Dr. Edwards possesses the unique 

ability to combine an amazing depth of 

scholarship with a remarkable ability to 

communicate to a wide audience.  He was a 

favorite among the college students who 

studied under him and is a regular teacher in the 

local church, where countless Christians and 

seekers alike have been enriched by his ability to 

help bring the scriptures to life.  This weekend at 

Tahoe offers our congregation a unique 

opportunity to be taught by someone of his 

caliber.   
 

Our Theme:                                                                         
The Christian Way of  

Living, Loving and Believing   
 

There are three words in the New Testament for life:  bios (physical life), 

psyche (personhood), and zoe (life given by God).  When combined, there is 

tremendous insight into how God intends us to live more fully into Jesus’ sort 

of life.  There are also three Greek words for love:  eros (passionate love), 

philia (friendship), and agape (a love of action exemplified by Christ), 

enabling a fruitful discussion of how God loves us and how God intends us to 

love.  Finally, the word for “faith” in New Testament Greek is pistis.  It is a 

word that has three primary meanings:  belief, trust and conviction.  Here we 

gain tremendous insights into what it means to relate to God by means of 

faith.  Together, these words for life, love and faith can help us reflect on 

how we are to live, day by day, as Christians in the real world.   

Other Highlights 

Other Highlights of our Weekend on the Lake: 

 Full program for youth and children of all 
   ages led by our youth and children’s staff. 

 Lodging in cabins or hotel-style rooms with 
   a view of the lake. 

 Full meals throughout the weekend are 
   included. 

 

 Free time all Saturday 
afternoon to explore 
Tahoe, sit on the dock 
or the beach, hike, or 
take a nap! 

COVID Guidelines 

Zephyr Point Presbyterian 
Conference Center is currently 
open at 100% capacity and has 
implemented protocols to ensure 
the safety of all guests.  Each 
individual/household unit will 
choose their own housing.  All 
guests are required to sign a Covid-
19 liability waiver before the 
retreat.  For more information go to  
https://www.zephyrpoint.org/covid
-19/. 
Please let us know if you have any 
specific questions or concerns. 
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Session June Highlights 
 
What is Session? Session is the governing body of our congregation. Made up of 16 members (pastors and 
elders) who are called by God and elected by the congregation, the Session is charged by God to oversee the 
ministry and mission of Faith Presbyterian Church. By God’s grace, Session works hard to make sure that we are 
becoming, day by day, the sort of church God wants us to become – A community loving Christ, building 
disciples, serving all.  
 
What has Session been up to lately? The following are some of the decisions that were made this month at 
Session and some of the areas of ministry that were celebrated. We hope you share in the enthusiasm of Session 
in all that God is doing in our midst. As a reminder, Session meetings are held the second Monday of most every 
month at 7:00 p.m. here at church. Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and church members 
are always encouraged to come listen in. We’ll even share our snacks! 

 
- The Reappearing Church – Session commenced our reflection on a book by this same title by Mark Sayers. 

The subtitle indicates the thrust of the book: “The hope for renewal in the rise of our post-Christian 
culture.” Session will be reflecting on the content in an effort to see how it may alter our perspective and 
practices as a congregation.  
 

- Meeting in Person – Session met in person for the first time since February 2020. We were social-
distanced in Link Hall. What a difference it makes to be together face to face! 

 
- Nursery Coordinator Hired – At the recommendation of the Personnel Team, Session approved the hiring 

of Morgan Stout as our new Nursery Coordinator. She began work here in mid-June. Look for her in this 
edition of the PresbyNews. The search team that recommended Morgan for this position included Elder 
Barbara Tracy, Jacob Zvolanek and Karena Van Duyn. 

 
- Inactive Members – Every year or so Session considers a list of members who have not been active in the 

life of Faith. The elders are taking some time to discern how we might either reach out to these individuals 
and families or remove them from active membership. 

 
- Reopening Plans – Session reviewed suggestions from our COVID Advisory Team as to changes in COVID 

restrictions after California guidelines changed on June 15. Changes in our gathering on Sunday mornings 
for worship began June 20. Session will continue to evaluate these guidelines.  

 
- New Members – Session heard testimonies from Anna Latigue and Marsena Latigue and welcomed them 

into membership.  
 

- Focus Report – The elders heard a focus report from Wendy Benjamin on the ministry of Adult Christian 
Formation.  
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