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Getting Back to: 
The Way We Were 

We hope we are not getting ahead of ourselves as 
Faith begins plans for some of the events and 

activities we all love at our church! 
 

In this issue of the Presby News, you’ll see all manner 
of upcoming events, including this month’s Walk 4 
Water, training for the upcoming World Vision Half 
Marathon in October, Presby Women’s luncheons, 
Westminster Woods camps and the Men and Boys’ 

Retreat…The list goes on! 
 

There are also ongoing Mission activities that you’ll 
want to read about: Reflections on Water in Abaya 

and the Summer Mission trip. Last, don’t miss all the 
Youth activities! It’s lining up to be a great summer, 

and we are excited to say that we are looking forward 
to actually seeing you! 

Sunday Worship at Faith  
9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service at 9:00 only. 

 
Sunday School 

Pre-K–Grade 6:  10:30 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Christian Formation Class   

7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
 
 

Walk4Water, Run for Water 
See Page 2 

 
Reflections on Water from Abaya 

See Page 3 
 

Adult Christian Formation in May 
See Pages 4-5 

 
Camp and Mission at The Woods in July 

See Page 9 
 

The Learning Center at Faith 
See Page 10 

 
Vacation Bible School Rides Again! 

June 21-25 
See Page 12 

 
Pentecost Offering 

May 23 
See Page 6 

 
Men and Boys’ Retreat 

June 11 - 13 
See Page 7 and 8 

 
Youth Happenings! 

See Page 11 
 
 

The PresbyNews is published monthly 
by a team of volunteer writers. 

 
Please send submissions to  

Editor Suzy Hughes at 
suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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Walk with us for water on Sunday, May 23, at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Walk4Water is back this year as an in-person event on Sunday, May 
23, at 10:15 a.m. Participants will walk a two-mile roundtrip loop 
from Faith to the Cabana Club South. At the turnaround point, they 
will fill their empty container with water and carry it back to the 
church.  
 

The walk is symbolic of what many children in the developing world do every day – fetching water from rivers 
and streams that they share with cattle. The need to fetch life-saving water prevents children from participating 
in normal activities, such as attending school and just being able to play. By walking for water, we experience 
just a little of what it is like for so many kids in our world today. 
 
All proceeds from the event will be donated to support clean 
water projects in the Abaya region of Ethiopia. Faith’s Mission 
Ministry will match up to $5,000.  
 
Participants will follow current COVID-19 protocols at the time 
of the walk. Walkers may also participate virtually. We hope 
that you will join us! Please bring a container to carry water. 
 
We walk so they won't have to! 
 
Visit our website to register or to donate today! https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=5275 
 

21K in 2021? 

Is this your year to join our team? If you start training with us on May 31, 
you can be running (or walking) a half marathon with us in October! Along 
the way, your life and health will be transformed as you train and raise funds 
to improve the lives of children across the globe! Through your efforts (and 
with God's help!), the generosity of our donors, and our association with 
World Vision, children are provided clean water, sanitation, and education.   

For the last five years, Dave and I have had the honor and privilege of being team leaders for "Faith and 
Friends," our local World Vision team. Through a very gradual training plan, we have seen our team members 
move from no running experience to running a half marathon (21K) in 5 months.  

You won't do it alone! Team World Vision's motto, "Going Farther Together," shines through every year. We 
gather together for a group run on Saturday mornings, and we train on our own during the week.  

If that sounds too overwhelming, there are opportunities to run or walk a shorter distance on race day. This year 
we are participating in the Urban Cow on October 3, 2021. We'd love to have you with us!  Please contact me for 
more information. I'd love to share more about this exciting opportunity to make a lasting impact.  

– Jill Whitney    (916) 422-2864, whitneydds@gmail.com  

https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=5275
mailto:whitneydds@gmail.com
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Reflections on Water from Abaya, Ethiopia 
 

By John Ravas 
 
Faith church supports the residents of the Abaya region in 
Ethiopia through World Vision. Through the donations 
from our church and our members, we sponsor children, 
medical clinics, schools, and water projects.   
 
In March 2020, I joined a group from Faith who traveled to 
Ethiopia and had the opportunity to meet some of the 
World Vision staff and our sponsored children.  During our 
time there, we visited with employees working on the 
Bunata Water Supply Project.  
 
The workers gave us a narrative presentation at the office 
and then took us out to see the actual site. The initial 
Water Supply Project was completed in 2016 and was 
originally powered by a diesel generator. The generator’s 
numerous interruptions and the high cost of fuel made the 
project unsustainable.  
 
To alleviate these problems, solar panels were installed. In 
addition to the solar panels being eco-friendly and less 
expensive, the panels also save time – precious time that 
can be spent on other projects.  
 
I had the opportunity to talk briefly with one of the World 
Vision engineers that worked on the project. This young 
man was 26 years old and had a Bachelor’s degree in 
engineering. He was very proud of the project and added 
that he was going to start a Master’s program in the fall.  
 
More than 15,500 community members benefit from the 
clean water provided by wells built through World Vision. 
This project has touched many lives. This is a prime 
example of what can be accomplished with some outside 
funding, a determined work force, and God's guiding hand. 
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Adult Christian Formation Opportunities for 
May 2021 

 
All Adult Christian Formation opportunities in May 2021 will be offered online on Zoom. To participate, you 
must either download Zoom to your computer (https://zoom.us/) or download the Zoom App to your 
smartphone. The Zoom link will be provided in email communications and on Faith’s website at 
www.faithpresby.org under the blue “Online Class Info” tab on the left side of the page. Click on the link a 
few minutes before the class begins to join the group. 

 
Midweek Classes and Groups 

 
Glittering Vices: A New Look at the Seven Deadly Sins and Their Remedies 
Wednesdays, May 12 to June 30 
7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Online via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Alice Parente 

For eight weeks, you are invited to join your contemporary disciples in moving 
together towards growth in godliness. By examining the “seven deadly sins,” or 
vices, we will join Christian saints and sages of the past in exploring the 
different ways sin can entangle us. We will look at each of the vices in turn, 
together with the spiritual practices that mark our intentional openness to the 
Holy Spirit’s work of creating the new self, complete with Christlike virtues. 
Please come with this promise in mind: The old self is old news; the new life of 
Christ in us is the good news! As we look within, we will always keep our eyes 
on Him. This study is designed to help us all become more faithful, joyful, and 
beautiful disciples.  

You have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal … Christ is all and in all!   
– Colossians 3:9-11 

All are invited to take part in this group. Purchasing the book in advance is recommended, though not 
required. (ISBN-13: 978-1587434402. Please purchase the second edition.)  The Zoom link will be posted on 
the church website, under the blue “Online Class Info” tab, in early May. To sign up, email Alice at 
vsas77@earthlink.net.  

  

https://zoom.us/
http://www.faithpresby.org./
mailto:vsas77@earthlink.net
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Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m.  
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator: Ron Beams 
 
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom, a great group of seniors gathers with the simple aim of enjoying 
together a time of lively conversation that steers clear of politics and pandemics alike. Instead, we cover a 
diverse array of topics that includes great stories, famous people's biographies, and fun and informative 
videos. Each gathering always includes time to share concerns and to pray with and for one another. All 
seniors are invited to join us for this refreshing midweek break and the fellowship, conversation, and 
friendship that it offers. You can easily join any Thursday session by going to the church website at 
www.faithpresby.org.  Click the blue “Online Class Info" button on the left, scroll down to the class name, 
and click on the Zoom link.  We hope to see you on a Thursday afternoon sometime soon! 
 
 
Coming in June! 
Augustine, A Thoroughly Modern Man  
Sundays, June 13, 20 and 27 
7:00 p.m. 
Online via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Barbara Hull 
 
Pastor Jeff regularly quotes Augustine, as do many others.  An award-winning book about him was 
published last year.  Who was this man from the 4th century, Augustine of Hippo?  If known only by his 
resume, Augustine would seem to be a thoroughly modern man:  ambitious, smart, political… seeker, lover, 
thief… and eventually a Christian who has touched every believer whether they know it or not. Get to know 
Augustine better and be inspired by his deep, deep faith.   
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Pentecost Offering 2021 
 
O God, from my youth you have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds (Psalm 71:17). 
 
Who have been your most influential teachers?  All types of teachers – at school, at church, at work 
and in families – help shape who we become. We are grateful for all our teachers. 
 
In Psalm 71:17, the author uses the image of a teacher for God by stating, “O God, from my youth you 
have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.”  Jesus, himself, was called a rabbi – a 
“teacher” – so we get a clear sense in the Bible that God thinks teachers are important. 
 
When we think about teachers, it is pretty common for most of us to think about young people and 
their teachers.  But do we take the time to recognize the ways young people are our teachers?  Over 
the past year, we have seen how important it is to watch and learn from young people, who have been 
crucial in teaching older adults how to use the technologies needed to stay connected during the 
pandemic. Children, youth, and young adults have also played a vital role in teaching about injustice 
and leading movements for change in their own communities. 
 
We know how important it is to give young people a good foundation in faith, in education and in life.  
The Pentecost Offering helps us support the development of our young people through ministries of 
education, through spiritual-formation events like the 4,000-plus gathering called the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium, and through services such as Young Adult Volunteers.  It also encourages us to see 
how children, youth, and young adults teach new things and help us shape our faith, too. 
 
The psalmist said, “O God, from my youth, you have taught me,” and this is true. But he could also 
have said, “O, God, from the youth, you have taught me,” and he would have stated something almost 
as true.  As we make our gifts to the Pentecost Offering, remember that 40% stays with our 
congregation to support local ministries with children, youth, and young adults; 25% goes to support 
Young Adult Volunteers (YAV); 25% supports Ministries with Youth; and 10% supports the “Educate a 
Child, Transform the World” national initiative to motivate and inspire Presbyterians to improve the 
quality of public education. The gifts we share will help young people learn important lessons about life 
and faith, and because they teach us, we will get to learn some lessons, too.  Please give generously on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23, for when we all do a little, it adds up to a lot. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

                                   

Men & Boys Retreat Registration Form 
Please turn/mail in to Church Office or Welcome Center.  Better yet, register online at faithpresby.org (“Grow/Retreats” tab) 

Faith Presbyterian, 625 Florin Rd., Sacramento, CA, 95831 (Attn: Men’s Retreat) 

Questions: Contact Jeff Chapman ( jchapman@faithpresby.org or 916-428-3439) 
 

Registration Options: The price of the retreat depends on the type of lodging you choose.  First, choose your lodg-

ing options and let us know how many people in your family or group will be choosing this option.  Then, indicate                 

whether you would like to pay the standard rate (what the camp charges us) or the subsidized rate (reduced to make 

this affordable for all).  Finally, there are additional campership funds available if needed.  Please check that box if 

you’d like one of our pastors to contact you confidentially to help you obtain one.  Or contact one of us directly.    

 Option #1— “Roughing It” - This is camping in the meadow.  You’ll need to bring your own tent or RV, or at 

least a tarp!   At least half of our participants, and most of our kids, choose this option. 

 Number of People: __________  Standard Rate: $115  Subsidized Rate: $80 

 Option #2— “Bunking It” - This is a standard cabin with bunk beds.  Most, if not all, can have a  bottom bunk.  

Indoor restrooms are a short walk away.  Each individual/household will have a private cabin. 

 Number of People: __________  Standard Rate: $140  Subsidized Rate: $110 

 Option #3— “Living the Dream” - This is a comfortable retreat house, complete with indoor bathrooms and a 

comfortable living space.  Each individual/household will have a private room. 

 Number of People: __________  Standard Rate: $210  Subsidized Rate: $180 

 Campership Requested - Yes , please have one of our pastors contact me/us about camperships.   

        TOTAL Cost: ____________ 

If you have any special dietary needs, please list them here:  

If you need a ride, check here: _____     If you have space in your car to share a ride, check here: _____ 

Participant Names   Age (if under 21)   

______________________ _________  

______________________ _________   

______________________ _________  

______________________ _________ 

______________________ _________ 

Anything else we should know? 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

Men & Boys  

Retreat     
June 11-13, 2021                         

Westminster Woods 

Contact Information 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

City: _____________________   Zip: _____________ 

Home Phone: ________________  Cell: _________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________________ 



 

 

Speaker & Theme 

Dan Baumgartner has been the pastor of The 

Cove Fellowship, in Santa Rosa CA since August 

2019. Prior to that, he was Senior Pastor at                     

Hollywood Presbyterian Church in Los Ange-

les.  Prior to that, Seattle. Prior to that,                        

Minneapolis. Prior to that, grad school at                     

Princeton Seminary with Jeff Chapman!  And                       

prior to that, a business career in Seattle. 
  
Dan and his wife Anne delight in their three 

grown kids, two in NY/NJ and one in Seattle. 

Anne is a working studio artist and teacher.  Dan 

loves being a pastor and hanging out with peo-

ple,  as well as running, biking, reading (a lot) and most things sports related- 

especially NCAA basketball (Gonzaga, UNC), baseball (Dodgers, Mariners?) 

and football (Seahawks).  

Our Theme:                                                                         
Swimming Upstream with Jesus:   

The Call, The Cost and The Opportunity  
 

What does it look like for followers of 

Jesus to follow him in a world where 

everybody else is ‘swimming’ in the             

other direction?  Jesus calls us to follow.  

How do we respond?  What is the cost if 

we follow him?   And if we don’t?  In a 

culture crying out for meaning and               

purpose, what opportunity is Jesus                

giving us to find these things in life? 

What’s a Men & Boys Retreat? 

Monks in sackcloth praying and  fasting all 

weekend?  Not exactly.  Our setting will be the 

stunning redwood mountains of the Sonoma 

coast.  Fantastic food, and plenty of it.  Old 

friendships and new.  Time to rest—naps are 

encouraged!  Basketball, volleyball, swimming 

and ultimate.  Hiking in the redwoods and along 

the coast.  Late night campfire and 

board games.  Odbal (we’ll teach 

you).  Opportunities for worship and  

fellowship.   Rich time to connect 

with men from all generations.   And 

much more.  You won’t believe we 

fit it all into one weekend! 

COVID Guidelines 

Westminster Woods will be  
following all Sonoma County  
guidelines to ensure the safety and 
health of all participants.  Each  
individual/household unit will have 
separate housing.  Most, if not all, 
activities (including dining) will be 
held outside.  Numbers will be lim-
ited this year to ensure these  
guidelines can be followed.  Please 
let us know if you have any specific 
questions or concerns along these 
lines.   
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It’s ON: Summer Camp at the Woods! 

Thursday, July 8, to Wednesday, July 14 
Save the date! Faith kids and youth will be heading to 
Westminster Woods for a fantastic week from 
Thursday, July 8, to Wednesday, July 14. (Yup, you 
read those dates right!) For those of you who have 
gone to The Woods before, you know how special a 
place it is -- a spiritual home away from home, a place 
to encounter God and be refreshed, an opportunity to 
deepen relationships and make new friends. For 
those of you who will be going for the first time this 
year, you are in for a treat! We are still waiting on 
details about the registration process and will pass 
them along to you as they become available. In the 
meantime, please mark this week on your calendar. It 
will be a great one!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The details are getting there! We are working on a mission experience serving at the 
Woods. Our start date will likely be Thursday, July 15 – which is the day after Faith’s 
week at summer camp ends. We will serve either a half week or a whole week – 
details still being worked out. 
 
After last year’s fires, recent storm damage, and a full year without campers and staff 
onsite due to the pandemic, the property needs a lot of TLC and restoration. We will 
serve as a grounds crew of sorts, getting the Woods back in shape and ready for the 
next week’s campers. This will be an intergenerational experience for families, singles 
and couples, and we are also hoping for a healthy contingent of youth to lend their 
strength and energy to this great effort!  
 
To get in the loop as more info becomes available, email Pastor Brett: bshoemaker@faithpresby.org. 

 
Presbyterian Women, Save the Date for a Picnic on the Patio! 

Wednesday, May 26, at 11:00 a.m. 
Faith’s Patio and Redwood Grove 

 
All women of Faith are invited to join us for a “Picnic on the Patio” on Wednesday, May 26, beginning 
at 11:00 a.m. We’ll meet on the patio and under the redwoods at Faith. Bring your picnic lunch; the PW 
board will provide bottled drinks. Chairs will be available, though you may prefer to bring a comfier 
camp or lawn chair from home. Please join us for this time of joyful fellowship and reconnection. 
  

FAITH YOUTH AND ADULT 
SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2021 

WESTMINSTER WOODS 

mailto:bshoemaker@faithpresby.org
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Calling all families!  
Come check out the Learning Center at Faith! 

Our hope is to create an environment where children feel encouraged, receive guidance, and 
understand that all learning is a process that is taken one step at a time. Whether in academics, 
character development, or life, success is a journey that takes time and is often accompanied with 
challenges and rerouting paths alike. Simply put, success is a journey that is not often linear or 
overnight, but is full of adventure and grace. 

 
Of the many needs that have arisen for families throughout this last season, academic support and 
outdoor activities appear to be the most prevalent. The Learning Center aims to provide space for 
children to complete their homework (with or without help), receive tutoring, and participate in 
games, activities, and arts.  

 
Each session begins with one or more outdoor activities (soccer, baseball, red-light-green-light, etc.). 
Activities are followed by a brief five-minute “Halftime Huddle,” which is a time for everyone to pause 
and reflect on some encouragement for life. Finally, children are escorted to Link Hall where they are 
each assigned their own desk and space for homework. Early finishers have the option of reading their 
book or participating in some arts, crafts, and/or games.  

 
We are currently looking for extra help, supervision, and leadership. To apply as a volunteer, receive 
additional information, and/ or updates, contact Jacob Zvolanek at jzvolanek@faithpresby.org or 916-
428-3439, ext. 106. 
  

mailto:jzvolanek@faithpresby.org


 
 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN MAY 
 
We are back on track for Wednesday nights in May.  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. most Wednesdays ‘til our June 16th End of Year 
Event (Stay tuned for details!)  

THANK YOU FOR 30 HOUR FAMINE 
Thank you once again for helping us raise over $6,000 for World Vision, feeding 
13 children for a year or more! What a great event of service and growth for our 
young people as well! 

WESTMINSTER WOODS SUMMER CAMP 
July 8-14 – Yep! That’s a Thursday-Wednesday. With just a few 
modifications and regulations in place, be prepared to enjoy the same 
great amenities as always – ropes course, swimming pool, hiking trails, 
and spiritual growth opportunities. Campers can choose between a 
full-week or half-week option. We’re waiting to hear if we’ll register as 
a church or as individuals; keep you posted. Hope you can join us!!! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 
Be watching for the following opportunities to serve, each of which 
can promote leadership development, community service, and a 
servant’s heart (all of which help on a resume or college 
application): 

• Summer Mission Trip (July 15-21) 
• GPS Kids’ Club learning center (Wednesday afternoons) 
• SSIP Food Bank or Moral Values Program 
• Vacation Bible School (June 21-25)  
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Climb Aboard for Mountains of Fun at the Rocky Railway! 
 
Calling All Elementary-Aged Kids (and Their Grown-ups)! Please reserve mornings from June 21 to 25 
for Vacation Bible School. We will be heading out for a grand adventure on the Rocky Railway, where 
we will discover together how Jesus’ power pulls us through anything! 
 
With careful planning, a healthy dose of flexibility, vigorous compliance with current COVID-19 
protocols, and mostly outdoor activities in a “tent city,” we anticipate a fantastic week of VBS, full of 
engaging, mega-fun, faith-building activities designed to help us know Jesus more. You won’t want to 
miss it! Registration will begin soon. 
 
If you know Faith’s VBS, then you know that our youth and adult volunteers make it awesome! We’ll 
put out a call for volunteers soon, but if you’re a “VBS Regular” and you’re up for volunteering, feel 
free to contact either Pastor Brett (bshoemaker@faithpresby.org) or Jacob 
(jzvolanek@faithpresby.org) now. 
 
We are anticipating a great week of VBS, and we are looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
The Family Ministry Team 
Contact Brett Shoemaker or Jacob Zvolanek 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:bshoemaker@faithpresby.org
mailto:jzvolanek@faithpresby.org
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Session April Highlights 
 
What is Session?  Session is the governing body of our congregation.  Made up of 16 members (pastors and 
elders) who are called by God and elected by the congregation, the Session is charged by God to oversee the 
ministry and mission of Faith Presbyterian Church.  By God’s grace, Session works hard to make sure that we are 
becoming, day by day, the sort of church God wants us to become – A community loving Christ, building 
disciples, serving all.    
 
What has Session been up to lately? The following are some of the decisions which were made this month at 
Session and some of the areas of ministry which were celebrated.  We hope you share in the enthusiasm of 
Session in all that God is doing in our midst.  As a reminder, Session meetings are held the second Monday of 
most every month at 7:00 p.m. here at church.  Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and 
church members are always encouraged to come listen in.  We’ll even share our snacks! 
 
*Note: During this time of quarantine Session has been meeting online with Zoom.  If you are interested in 
attending the meeting, please contact Jeff Chapman for the link at jchapman@faithpresby.org  
 

- The Reappearing Church – Session began to reflect on a book by this same title by Mark Sayers. The sub-
title indicates the thrust of the book: “The hope for renewal in the rise of our post-Christian culture.”  
Session will be reflecting on the content in an effort to see how it may alter our perspective and practices 
as a congregation.   
 

- Baptism Approved – Elders met with Aaron and Maria Rios to affirm their desire to have their daughter, 
Ava, baptized at Faith.  Ava was baptized here in worship on Easter Sunday. 

 
- Hiring Guidelines – At the recommendation of the Personnel Team, Session approved new guidelines for 

interviewing and hiring new staff.  The guidelines are not a part of our personnel policy.   
 

- Affirmation of Elders and Deacons – The Book of Order dictates that after individuals have been 
nominated, elected, and trained to become elders and deacons, and before they are ordained/installed to 
their office, they meet with the Session to be examined as to their fitness to be ordained and installed.  
Our incoming elders and deacons did exactly that this month, each sharing how they came to trust in 
Christ as Lord and Savior and describing their call to ordination at this time.   

 
- Meeting in Person – The elders are considering gathering in person for Session meetings beginning in 

June.     
 

- Youth Focus Report – Elder Chris Robinson offered an update about our incredible youth ministry here at 
Faith.   

mailto:jchapman@faithpresby.org
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