
February 2021 PresbyNews                        Page 1 of 17 

  
  

Preparing for Lent 
 

The season of Lent is arriving – already! 
This time of spiritual preparation before Easter 

begins on Ash Wednesday, which is on February 
17 this year. We will hold a livestreamed service 

at 7:00 p.m. This service will include the 
imposition of ashes and the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. Details of all of Faith’s Lenten 

activities can be found on Page 3.  
 

In this edition, you will also find information on 
Faith’s upcoming ‘Alpha’ course (Page 7), Hope 

Sunday (Page 8) and a ‘Braver Angels’ workshop 
to be held later this month (Page 9) 

 
We hope you will join us and participate in some 

or all of these upcoming events! 
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Sunday Worship Online 
10:00 a.m. 

Go to www.faithpresby.org for 
livestreaming of the service. 

 
Sunday School 

Pre-K–Grade 6:  9:00 a.m. on Zoom 
 

Sunday Evening 
Adult Christian Formation Class   

7:00–8:00 p.m. on Zoom 
But … Monday Evenings in February 

 
 

Hope Sunday 
February 14 
See Page 8 

 
Ash Wednesday 

February 17 
See Page 3 

 
Braver Angels Workshop 

February 27 
See Page 9 

 
Painting and Passages 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 

See Page 12 
 

Sign Up for Summer Mission 
See Page 8 

 
 ‘Per Capita’, Explained 

See Page 12 
 

Youth News 
See Page 15 

 
Session Highlights 

See Page 16 
 
 

The PresbyNews is published monthly 
by a team of volunteer writers. 

 
Please send submissions to  

Editor Suzy Hughes at 
suzan.hughes@synectics.net. 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1600&bih=715&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=g_k0qbq5RW5JhM:&imgrefurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/2011/12/25/destiny-vs-epic-facebook-stalking/facebook-logo/&docid=CnH7rSOrRGuXHM&imgurl=http://definitelyfilipino.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/facebook-logo.jpg&w=1125&h=338&ei=G3G1T8OGGZTXiQKAiIW6Ag&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=1147&vpy=227&dur=2842&hovh=123&hovw=410&tx=234&ty=69&sig=116025730617053725166&page=1&tbnh=59&tbnw=198&start=0&ndsp=21&ved=1t:429,r:6,s:0,i
http://www.faithpresby.org/
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News You Can Use 
 
 

This is a note of thanks from Matthew Gonzales to the Faith congregation. Matthew is 
a recent high-school graduate, preparing to depart for basic training in the Marines 
early this year: 
 
Dear Faith, 
 
Merry Christmas! This is a token 
of my gratitude for helping me 
find God. I think I am a better 
person for coming to this church. I 
appreciate how kind and warm 
everyone is and I will miss it when 
I’m serving in the Marine Corps far 
away. This will always be home and I 
will miss you all. 
 
Sincerely, 
Matthew Gonzales 
 

 
 

One Child One Hen Ministry 
 
A couple of reminders on behalf of Faith’s ministry partner, One Child One 
Hen, an organization working to eradicate poverty by empowering women 
and children in Kenya. 
 
FIRST, as we continue through another phase of COVID lockdown, please 
save your aluminum cans and plastic bottles, sorted if possible, for when we 
reopen the building again. We are not able to receive recyclables at the 
church at present. 
 
TWO, gifts in support of this vital ministry may be made by visiting the 
secure donations page of their website: https://onechildonehen.org/. Thank 
you! 
  

https://onechildonehen.org/
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Lent & Easter at Faith 
Lent is the 40-day period of renewal and preparation before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday. For hundreds of years, 
Lent has been an important season for Christians to meditate, study, pray, participate in spiritual disciplines, and renew 
their vows to the Lord as they strive to increase their understanding of Christ’s sacrifice and resurrection. Our hope is 
that you, and others you invite, will participate fully in the Lenten activities we have scheduled here at Faith. May God 
renew us and prepare us to celebrate again all he did for us on the cross and at the empty tomb! 
  
Ash Wednesday Worship  —  February 17 
This meaningful service initiates the season of Lent and includes the imposition of ashes and the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper.  We will livestream the service at 7:00 p.m.  
  
Wednesday Evenings in Lent:  Revelation Aloud  —  February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 
In Revelation 1:3, John declares, “Blessed is the one who read aloud the words of the prophesy, and blessed are those 
who hear and who keep what is written in it.”  We’re going to take John at his word.  For fives Wednesday in Lent we 
will gather (online this year) for worship as we normally do, but as a part of this time we will read together aloud 
through Revelation.  The readings each week will be interspersed with song, prayer, silence and images. We will also 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper each week together.   
  
Palm/Passion Sunday Worship  —  Sunday, March 28 
We celebrate the beginning of Holy Week together.  Worship with us online at 10:00 a.m. and in-person outside at 11:15 
a.m.  
  
Maundy Thursday Worship  —  April 1 
This service, commemorating the Last Supper, is an important time to gather around the Lord’s Table together.  
Livestream worship begins at 7:00 p.m. 
  
Good Friday Service of Healing & Wholeness  —  April 2 
It’s been a wonderful tradition to gather the evening of Good Friday for a contemplative service of healing and 
wholeness.  There will be opportunities to receive prayers for healing.  The livestream worship begins at 7:00 p.m.  
  
Easter Sunday Worship  —  April 4 
We hope to have Easter Sunrise Service this year at 7:00 a.m. on the church patio (pending quarantine restrictions).  
Easter worship will be at 10:00 a.m. online and at 11:15 a.m. in-person outside. Invite your friends, family and neighbors 
to join us for this celebration! 
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True Confessions of a Heart-to-Heart Recipient 
 

I never imagined being on the receiving end of Heart to Heart, but my husband’s recent fall and subsequent 
facial fractures changed our day-to-day routine in the blink of an eye. 
 
As you can imagine, so many emotions surface in a crisis, and in my case, they morphed into extreme 
exhaustion. 
 
When I was asked if we would like some meals, I swallowed my pride and accepted the offer. What transpired 
was feeling Christ’s love through the actions of our Faith family! The gift of this love via cards, phone calls, 
visits, soups, milkshakes and smoothies, as well as through prayers – lots of prayers that covered us and gave 
me strength (and patience) to be a caregiver, and most important, helped us recognize that our Savior was 
holding us even closer during this time.   
 
I was reminded we are not alone and am amazed at the love that poured in. I am forever grateful. 
 
Will you consider being a part of this ministry? We can always use more hearts! When a need arises, we send 
out a group email, and if someone in the group is led to assist, they respond and carry out the request. There 
is no obligation. 
 
Please let us know if there is a way that we can serve you. 
 
God bless you and keep you! 
 
Kathy 
 
Kathy Ellis, Heart to Heart Coordinator  
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Online Adult Christian Formation Opportunities  

February 2021 
All Adult Christian Formation opportunities in February 2021 will be offered online on Zoom. To participate, 
you must either download Zoom to your computer (https://zoom.us/) or download the Zoom App to your 
smartphone. Zoom links are provided in email communications sent the week before each class starts and on 
Faith’s website, www.faithpresby.org. Click on the blue “Online Class Info” tab on the left side of the page. 
Then click on a class’s particular link a few minutes before the posted start time to join the group. 

 
Sunday School Moves to Monday Evenings in February! 

 
The Last Battle: C. S. Lewis' Take on the End Times 
Mondays, February 8, 15, 22, March 1  –  7:00–8:00 p.m.  
(*Please note that this class was shifted from Sunday to Monday nights.) 
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Jeff Chapman 
 

The Chronicles of Narnia is a series of fantasy novels by C. S. Lewis set in the fictional realm of Narnia, a 
fantasy world of magic, mythical beasts and talking animals.  On the surface the seven books might 
seem directed at children, and children do certainly love them.  But the theological truths 
communicated through these stories about the Christian faith are deeply profound and have much to 
teach believers of all ages.  The final book, The Last Battle, tells the story of the last days of Narnia and 
the ushering in of the New Narnia by the great lion, Aslan, the Christ figure in the Chronicles.  The story 
gives Lewis a chance to project how he understands the last days of our world as interpreted from the 
apocalyptic writings of scripture.   

 
Jeff (who says this is by far is favorite of the Narnia books) will lead 
us through a study of the images and ideas presented in this short 
book. This will be a perfect companion to our Sunday morning 
preaching series on John's letter of Revelation. Course participants 
are encouraged to read the book themselves. Download a digital 
version free from the Sacramento Public Library. A limited number of 
hard copies are available in the church office for $10 each. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://zoom.us/
http://www.faithpresby.org./
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Midweek Classes and Groups 
 
Finding the Force: A Weekly Discussion Group for Parents of Children & Youth 
Tuesdays, February 2 to March 2  –   6:30–7:00 p.m.  
Online via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Jacob Zvolanek  
 
In a galaxy always online … quarantined with questions … children plotting and forming an empire …. May the 
force be with you, Parents! 
 
In this season of distance and disconnection, Finding the Force is designed to help parents connect with one 
another in meaningful ways as they discuss issues relevant to them and their kids. Each week there will be a 
short video introducing a new topic, followed by breakout rooms for discussion. From “Embracing the Power 
of Schedule” to “Cyberbullying,” the topics address challenges that parents will likely face at one time or 
another. Whether it is by offering a fresh perspective or a new solution altogether, each session is designed to 
provide space for collaboration and practical applications. 
 
Though the “official” class time is from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m., you are welcome to linger and continue the 
conversation, as desired. All parents — whether part of Faith or not — are invited to this time of support, 
connection and encouragement. 

 
Liturgy of the Ordinary  
Wednesdays, February 3, 10  –  7:00–8:30 p.m.   
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Alice Parente 

 
It’s not too late to join a continuing class dedicated to 

finding hope, humor, and habits in the humdrum of our current daily lives. 
In the overlooked moments and routines of our day, 

we can become aware of God's presence in surprising ways. 
How do we embrace the sacred in the ordinary and the ordinary in the sacred? 

 
Framed around one ordinary day, Liturgy of the Ordinary explores daily life through the lens 
of liturgy, small practices, and habits that form us. Each chapter looks at something—
making the bed, brushing her teeth, losing her keys—that the author does every day. 
Drawing from the diversity of her life as a campus minister, Anglican priest, friend, wife, 
and mother, Tish Harrison Warren opens up a practical theology of the everyday. Each 
activity is related to a spiritual practice as well as an aspect of our Sunday worship.  
 
Come and discover the holiness of your everyday life. Everyone is invited to be a part of this 
group. Contact Alice at vsas77@earthlink.net or (916) 212-0803 for more information.   

 

  

mailto:vsas77@earthlink.net
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Midweek Classes and Groups, cont. 
 
Thursdays with Ron and Friends 
Thursdays, 2:00 p.m.  
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitator:  Ron Beams 
 
Every Thursday at 2:00 p.m. on Zoom, a great group of seniors gathers with the simple aim of enjoying 
together a time of lively conversation that steers clear of politics and pandemics alike. Instead, we cover a 
diverse array of topics that includes great stories, famous people's biographies, and fun and informative 
videos. Each gathering always includes time to share concerns and to pray with and for one another. All 
seniors are invited to join us for this refreshing midweek break and the fellowship, conversation, and 
friendship that it offers. You can easily join any Thursday session by going to the church website at 
www.faithpresby.org.  Click the blue “Online Class Info" button on the left, scroll down to the class name, and 
click on the Zoom link.  We hope to see you at our Thursday meetings in February! 
 
 

New Class Starting in March 

Alpha Course 
 
Alpha Course 
Sundays, March 7 to June 6  –  7:00–8:30 p.m. 
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitators:  Faith’s Outreach Team 
 
Alpha is an opportunity to explore the Christian faith with 
others in a friendly, open, and informal environment. It is a 
series of conversations focused on the big questions of life, 
faith, and meaning. Each session includes time to connect 
with others, hear a talk on some element of faith, and share 
personal perspectives and questions with the group.  
 
Alpha is a 12-week course that will run from March 7 to June 6 (taking Mother’s Day off). We will meet on 
Zoom on Sunday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The March 7th meeting will provide an overview of what 
Alpha is. After this gathering, participants can decide whether or not they’d like to continue with the 
course. There is no fee for Alpha.  
 
To reserve your spot at the March 7th introductory session, go to https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=8308 and 
follow the registration link. After registering, you will receive more information and a Zoom link by email. Or, if 
you know someone who may be interested in learning more about the Christian faith, please invite them to 
consider taking part in this course.  
 
 

http://www.faithpresby.org/
https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=8308
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SUNDAY 
February 14, 2021 

 
What better day than Valentine’s Day to celebrate our deep relationship with the Abaya 
region of Ethiopia! Come and be encouraged through God’s Word to be and to celebrate the 
light of Christ in our global community. Hear how you can join our team of sponsors, 
runners, walkers, prayer warriors, and water carriers. Our goal of providing clean water, 
adequate food, and life-building education and medicine is being realized one Hope Sunday 
at a time! Join us for worship on February 14, and you’ll find out more about how we are 
achieving this goal and how you can get involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are interested in joining a team of youth and adults helping to rebuild in the aftermath of the recent wildfires right 
in our backyard, SIGN UP NOW, and we’ll put you on the list to receive upcoming information. The dates of the mission 
experience will likely be during the second week in July. Regardless of COVID-19 restrictions, we want to use that week 
to do something! We’ll be prayerful and allow God’s Spirit to help us reach out into the community in a practical and 
safe way. 
 
CONTACT BRETT SHOEMAKER to get in the loop: bshoemaker@faithpresby.org. 

  

FAITH YOUTH AND ADULT 
SUMMER MISSION EXPERIENCE 2021 

mailto:bshoemaker@faithpresby.org
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Braver Angels’ Red-Blue Workshop 
 

Do you feel that politics in America has become too 
polarized, with no common ground left between us? 
Have you ever struggled to love you neighbor as 
yourself when that neighbor holds political views that 
are different from yours? Do you find yourself longing 
to understand better what others think, even as you 
wish to be better understood?  
 
If you answered "yes" to any of these questions, then consider joining us for a Braver Angels’ Red-Blue 
Workshop on Saturday, February 27, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Zoom. The workshop offers a unique 
opportunity for people with differing political views to come together in a safe, structured, respectful forum to 
begin to bridge the gap between right and left, and to reunite as one people under God.  
 
The workshop will be facilitated by two experienced Braver Angels moderators who will guide participants 
through the process. The goal of this experience is not to change anyone's mind but rather to grow in our 
ability to listen to others and recognize areas of commonality across differences.  
 
We are looking for two types of participants: First, we are looking for 7 to 9 "Red" (conservative-leaning) 
participants and 7 to 9 "Blue" (progressive-leaning) participants who will actively take part in the structured 
conversation. Second, we are looking for a group of observers who will participate through active listening and 
observation. All participants must commit to being present for the entirety of the three-hour workshop. 
 
To learn more about the process, take a look at this clip from a 2018 “Nightline” episode about a Red-Blue 
Workshop:  https://braverangels.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ABC-Nightline1.mp4. 
 
If you would like to learn more or volunteer as either a participant or an observer, please contact:  
 
Lorie Sprinkle (blue-leaning participants)  Sherry Beams (red-leaning participants) 
lpfursich@gmail.com     thegreatestgift.sb@gmail.com 
(916) 541-2169     (916) 942-9996 
 
 

Sign Up for Faith’s Braver Angels’ Monthly Online Newsletter 
 

Faith’s local Braver Angels group – the Missional Community on Faith and Politics – is starting a monthly online 
newsletter called, “The Bridge: Resources for Healing the Political Divide.” This newsletter will be dedicated to 
providing ongoing resources for those wishing to learn how to bridge the gap between Left and Right and 
work towards political healing and unity in our nation. If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter, go to 
the following link: https://forms.gle/SPjaZqCsYuYVi8obA. If it is easier for you, this link will be sent out in next 
week’s Top 5 as well. 
 

 
 

https://braverangels.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/ABC-Nightline1.mp4
mailto:lpfursich@gmail.com
mailto:thegreatestgift.sb@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/SPjaZqCsYuYVi8obA
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A Message from Donna Touros 
World Vision Child Ambassador and Child Sponsor 

 
Sunday, February 14, is Valentine’s Day, a day we set aside for expressions of love. Scripture is filled with expressions of 
love, as well as with instructions about how we should express our love: 
 

“Dear Children, let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and truth.”  - 1 John 3:18 
 
Here at Faith, one of the ways we love in action is through our partnership with World Vision in Abaya, Ethiopia. In 
Abaya, and all over the developing world, World Vision is transforming the lives of vulnerable children through child 
sponsorship. As a sponsor, you can show love through a one-on-one relationship with your sponsored child. Your 
monthly gift of $39 is combined with other sponsors’ gifts to support community-wide projects that empower your child 
and other vulnerable children and help them rise above poverty for good. Sponsorship gifts improve the well-being of 
children by providing child protection, clean water, education, healthcare, economic empowerment, and spiritual 
nurture. 

 
This possibility of tangibly and positively impacting the life of a child in need is one of the reasons I first 
began sponsoring a child with World Vision. I became a sponsor to help me to stay grounded in my 
faith, to keep my focus on Christ, to appreciate grace in a real way, and to share the blessings I enjoy – 
not least among them, the abundance of clean drinking water. 
 

Traveling to Ethiopia in 2020 with a group of fellow sponsors from Faith was an incredible experience! I was so excited to 
finally meet Mihiret, my sponsored child, and her family in person. She was just about to turn 16 years old, and I had 
been sponsoring her for nearly 10 years. Early on, I had gifted the family with an ox. I asked her father what had 
happened to the animal. He said he used the ox to grade the land, and then sold the ox in exchange for materials to 
build their home. That my simple gift was able to provide shelter, with clean water nearby, for this beautiful family 
brought tears of joy to my eyes.  
 
The 2020 pandemic has changed so much of our way of life, at least for now. Praying for my sponsored children has 
helped me to keep perspective during this hard season. I also wrote to them and received wonderful letters in reply, 
from both Mihiret and Lucy, my other sponsored child. They each thanked me for remembering them and let me know 
that they are praying for me and love me! 
   
We may not be able to change the world, but for $39 a month, you can change the world for a child and 
for his or her community! Because of World Vision’s community-focused solutions, for every child 
sponsored, four more children benefit, too. Along with many in our church family, I have witnessed the 
change that happens in communities supported by World Vision’s child sponsorships. I hope you will 
join us as we love in action and extend this positive 
impact even further by sponsoring a child this 
Valentine’s Day. 
 
Children in the Abaya ADP have been set aside, this 
month, for the families of Faith Presbyterian Church.  
Please look for their photos during worship on 
Sunday, February 14, and contact me directly for more 
information about sponsoring a child in Abaya. 
 
Donna Touros                                                                                                        
World Vision Child Ambassador, Child Sponsor                                                                           
(916) 284-4438,  dtouros@comcast.net 
“We love because he first loved us.”  - 1 John 4:19  
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Pictures from Ethiopia

 
Mihrit’s Family 

 
Frisbee with the Kids 
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Ongoing Opportunity for Faith’s Youth, Children, Families, and Creative Types! 
 

Painting & Passages with Keanan and Jacob 
2nd and 4th Thursdays of Every Month  –  6:30–7:30 p.m. 
Online Via Zoom 
Facilitators:  Keanan Christy and Jacob Zvolanek 
 
This twice-monthly gathering is a great opportunity for families, as part of the 
broader Faith community, to share in a time of painting together while listening to 
passages of Scripture and reflecting on them. This is a wonderful way to watch for 
how the Spirit reveals God to us through the Word and through the arts. 
 
Paint kits are available for pickup in the reception foyer at the church. These kits 
have supplies to last each family throughout the duration of our paint nights. Stop 
by the church Monday to Thursday, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., to pick up one 
paint kit per family and one canvas per painter. Kits and canvases are free, though 
donations to continue funding this activity and others like it are welcome. If you 
have any questions, please email Jacob at jzvolanek@faithpresby.org.  

 
Photo by Andres Perez on Unsplash 

 
2021 Per Capita 

 
Each year, Faith makes a per capita payment to our denomination, the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), for each member of the congregation. Per capita is a 
voluntary payment that congregations offer to help support the larger church. 
As you probably know, the PCUSA is a connectional church, which means that 
we understand God to be calling us to share in mission, community, and worship 
with those beyond the walls of our own congregation. One of the ways we share 
in common ministry is by paying the per capita, which supports the system of 
government that defines the PCUSA and benefits every member and 
congregation.     
 
Faith’s Session is committed to paying the per capita for all members of the congregation. This amounts to 
about $13,000 in 2021. To help defray this cost and free up more funds for direct mission and ministry, Session 
asks each member to consider making the per capita payment above and beyond your annual pledge. If you 
are able, we ask that you use the designated envelope in the front of your pledge box to make this payment. 
For 2021, the amount per member is $30.13. Whether or not you are able to make this extra payment this 
year, at least be encouraged in the knowledge that funds being sent from this congregation allow us to work 
with other Presbyterian churches to further the mission of Jesus Christ around the world!   
 
For more information on Per Capita and how it is used, visit the PCUSA’a denominational website at: 
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/  

 

mailto:jzvolanek@faithpresby.org
https://unsplash.com/@eduukpo12?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/paint-brush?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/
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Focus on Finance 2021 
By Jeff May, Finance Elder 

 
Goal of Finance Committee – The goal of the Finance Team is to faithfully steward God’s 
financial gifts sent through the congregation of Faith Presbyterian Church towards His 
Mission and His Will on earth.   
 

This Is How We Do It:  The Work Part 
 

1. We collect weekly giving and make timely deposits to Faith’s bank accounts.  This includes pledge 
receipts, givers of record and cash receipts.  This also includes special giving, like memorial gifts, 
collections for specific uses, and bequests.  This is accomplished by our Teller Teams, our Pledge 
Secretaries and our Account Manager. 

2. We assign all giving to the indicated accounts.  Gifts need to be held in the appropriate accounts so we 
can accurately and efficiently channel them to their intended destinations.  This is accomplished by our 
Pledge Secretaries and Account Manager. 

3. We record the Giving Pledges of our congregation for each Stewardship Campaign.  We record pledge 
gifts by each giving unit (whether an individual or a couple) and provide giving statements for all 
pledgers and givers of record.  This is accomplished by the Pledge Secretaries, who keep this 
information confidential. 

4. We direct funds towards their intended destinations: we pay the bills and make payments to mission 
partners.  This is accomplished through the Administrative Assistant, the Check Signers, and the Elders 
and Staff who approve payments. 

5. We process monthly the reconciliation of the bank accounts, the entry of payroll expenses, the 
reconciliation of expense/holding accounts, and the production of financial reports.  This is 
accomplished by the Administrative Assistant, the Account Manager, and the Finance Elder. 

6. We create the upcoming year’s budget with input from each Ministry Team about their needs and 
dreams.  Once Session approves the budget, we report it to the congregation at the annual meeting, 
along with the current financial standing of Faith Presbyterian Church. 

7. We actively manage the capability of our database system to interact with the congregation 
electronically.  Online giving and online event registration are the beginning of these capabilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continues next page… 
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Continued from previous page… 
 
 

This Is How We Do It:  The Faith Part 
 

1. We realize that the financial gifts for which we are caring are God’s gifts, given to us temporarily. 
2. We realize that each donation to Faith Presbyterian comes with its own dream. It is our responsibility 

to recognize each intent as having been prayerfully determined by the giver and ultimately inspired by 
God’s love towards us. 

3. We conduct an annual accounting review with an outside accounting firm to assure our givers that we 
endeavor to honor their gifts by being good stewards. It is a great joy to be able to report Faith’s 
success in using God’s gifts as they were intended. 

4. We celebrate in being the conduit of God’s gifts from Him, through our church community, and out 
into the world towards the fulfillment of the Great Commission: “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.” 
 

 
Finance Team Members 

Elder - Jeff May 
Head Teller – Norma McKay 

Pledge Secretaries – Jennifer Smith, John Rodriguez 
Account Manager – Karen Chan 

Secretary – Betty McClure 
Advisory – Anne Schmidt (Administrative Assistant), Roy Chastain 

Staff Advisory – Jeff Chapman 
Tellers/Escorts – Jarvis Arellano, Bob DeYoung, Erwina Bush, 

 Norma McKay, Linda Olsen, Kitty Tatro, Jim Tracy 
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February 
YOUTH NEWS 2021 

 
Sometimes, pictures just say it best. We really appreciate the 
youth who have participated in so many ways, from sharing 
their stories, to leading us in cooking some delicious things; 
from showing up for game nights, to praying and being 
hopeful that the worst is over as we continue to lean on God’s 
grace together. 

Shout-out to “future youth” receiving Bibles: 
Leigh, Makayla, Madelyn and Michaela 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sutter shares some of his story with us… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                …while Daniel and Curtis sport a mean Frisbee! 

 

 
“We might be wise to follow the insight of the enraptured heart rather than the more cautious reasoning of the 
theological mind.”       ― A. W. Tozer 
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Session January Highlights 
 
What is Session?  Session is the governing body of our congregation.  Made up of 16 members (pastors and elders) who 
are called by God and elected by the congregation, the Session is charged by God to oversee the ministry and mission of 
Faith Presbyterian Church.  By God’s grace, Session works hard to make sure that we are becoming, day by day, the sort 
of church God wants us to become – A community loving Christ, building disciples, serving all.    
 
What has Session been up to lately? The following are some of the decisions which were made this month at Session 
and some of the areas of ministry which were celebrated.  We hope you share in the enthusiasm of Session in all that 
God is doing in our midst. As a reminder, Session meetings are held the second Monday of most every month at 7:00 
p.m. here at church. Unless otherwise determined, they are open meetings and church members are always encouraged 
to come listen in. We’ll even share our snacks! 
 
*Note: During the pandemic, Session is meeting online with Zoom. If you are interested in attending the meeting, please 
contact Jeff Chapman for the link at jchapman@faithpresby.org. 
 

- Praying for the Harvest (and Workers!) – Sessions always takes time to pray together when we gather.  This 
month we took time to specifically pray, as Jesus teaches us to pray, for the harvest.  We pray for revival in our 
city. We pray for hearts of compassion for the lost.  We pray that the Lord would send us out into the harvest.  We 
pray for people we know who don’t know the love of Christ to come to saving faith. 
 

- Alpha – Outreach Elder Erwina Bush shared with the Session some more details about our upcoming Alpha 
outreach, which will begin in March.  Those who want to learn more about Alpha can go to https://alphausa.org/.  

 
- Lord’s Supper Approved – Each January the Session approves the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on the first 

Sunday of each month and on other special occasions, like Lent and Advent.   
 

- General Assembly Statistical Report Approved – Our denomination asks each congregation to complete this 
report at the end of every calendar year.  Nancy Remley Johnson, our Session Clerk, took the lead in completing 
this report, which was approved by Session. 

 
- 2021 Operating Budget Approved – Session held a special Budget Meeting on January 3, 2021, to work toward the 

finalization of our 2021 budget. Initially our projected expenses were greater than our projected income/giving.  
After taking some times to make adjustments to the budget, Session approved the budget at our regular monthly 
meeting.  We will present the budget at the Annual Meeting on January 31.  While the Session approves most of 
the budget, the congregation is asked to approve any changes to the terms of call of our ordained staff (i.e., 
Pastors Brett and Jeff).   

 
- Outdoor Worship Approved – Session approved moving forward to begin offering an in-person outdoor service on 

Sunday mornings in addition to our livestream service.  This service will be held at 11:15 on the patio.  The first 
service was on January 24.  As a reminder, Session must approve the times and locations of all corporate worship 
services.   

 
- Continuing Education Capped – Session approved a motion from Personnel to place a cap on reserve Continuing 

Education funds for non-ordained staff.   
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	Sometimes, pictures just say it best. We really appreciate the youth who have participated in so many ways, from sharing their stories, to leading us in cooking some delicious things; from showing up for game nights, to praying and being hopeful that the worst is over as we continue to lean on God’s grace together.
	Shout-out to “future youth” receiving Bibles:
	Leigh, Makayla, Madelyn and Michaela
	Session January Highlights



