
Encounters with Jesus:  

truth or TRUTH 

John 18:28—19:1 

  

“For thus says the LORD to the house of  Israel: Seek me and live.”    

-Amos 5:4 

 

“Those who leave the tradition of  truth do not escape into something which we call 

Freedom. They only escape into something else, which we call Fashion.” 

-G. K. Chesterton 

 



Welcome, Guests! 

  

Friends, 

We are glad you are here with us and hope you sense God’s presence in worship today. If  there 
is any way we can be of  help to you, don’t hesitate to ask. Here are a few of  the questions we 
often hear from our guests when they first visit: 

~ How long is the worship service here at Faith?  Our worship services typically run 60 
to 70 minutes.  

~ How can I introduce myself ?  We’d love to meet you after the service; don’t hesitate to 
introduce yourself ! Also, look for the “Introduce Yourself ” button on our webpage at 
www.faithpresby.org.  It’s a great way to let the pastoral staff  know who you are and how 
we might serve and welcome you.   

~ I have kids. Are they welcome here?  Absolutely! We love the sounds of  children in the 
sanctuary. During the children’s message in the service, kids up to 6th grade are invited to 
come up front to listen in. Having them stay with you to listen is also fine. After the 9:00 
children’s message, children are invited down the hall to Room 4 (grades 3 to 6) and Room 
5 (Pre-K to 2nd grade) with our children’s staff. Nursery care is also available throughout 
the 9:00 service in Room 7. 

~ Are there classes for adults?  Yes. Check the bulletin and listen for announcements in 
worship about upcoming classes. We currently have in-person and online classes.   

~ What if  I have trouble hearing the service?  If  you have difficulty hearing, please ask 
one of  our ushers for a personal receiver for the hearing impaired. Also, a T-Loop hearing-
assist system is available in the back four pews on the right side of  the sanctuary. Set your 
hearing aid to the “T” setting.  

~ How can I find out more information about Faith?  Feel free to speak to any of  us and 
if  we can’t answer your questions, we’ll find somebody who can. Our website is a great 
source of  information: www.faithpresby.org.  Also, This Week @ Faith is a weekly email 
that goes out on Mondays with information about upcoming opportunities and activities.  
Email Laura Anderson in our office at landerson@faithpresby.org if  you’d like to be 
included on the email distribution list.   

~What if  I’m interested in exploring membership or deeper involvement at Faith?  If  
you’d like to know more about becoming a member at Faith, or want to understand how 
you can begin or continue to grow in your Christian faith, we encourage you to contact 
one of  our pastors. You can call the church office at (916) 428-3439 or email one of  our 
staff  members. (Email addresses are available on our webpage and 
further down in this bulletin.) We’d love to meet you and find out 
how we can be of  help.   

Again, we are glad you are here with us today! 

 
Grace and peace, 
 

The People of  Faith  

http://www.faithpresby.org
http://www.faithpresby.org
mailto:landerson@faithpresby.org


Faith Presbyterian Church of  Sacramento 

Second Sunday of  Advent – DECEMBER 4, 2022 
Order of  Worship 

 

Those who are able, please stand. 
Please silence all electronics before the start of worship. 

 
Prelude  Eunice Aldrich 

    

Call to Worship Brett Shoemaker 
One:  The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 
One:  We light these candles as a sign of  the coming light of  Christ.  Advent means 
 coming.  Last week we lit the candle of  hope.  Today we light the candle of  peace.  
All:  We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their 
 swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
 lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.                              
One: The wolf  shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid,     
All:  The calf  and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall 
 lead them.    
One:  Let us walk in the light of  the Lord.  Let us worship God! 

 
Lighting of  the Advent Candles Liam Ndichu (9:00) 

 

Hymn of  Praise Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
#376, The Presbyterian Hymnal 

 
Prayer of  Confession Brett Shoemaker 

 
Response to Confession Humble King 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declaration of  Forgiveness  

 One:  Friends, believe the good news of  the gospel 

 All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 One: May the peace of  Christ be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One: Let us pass the peace of  Christ. 

Oh, kneel me down again, here at Your feet.   
Show me how much You love humility.   
Oh Spirit, be the star that leads me to    
the humble heart of  love I see in You.     
 

You are the God of  the broken,  the friend of  the weak. 
You wash the feet of  the weary, embrace the ones in need. 
I want to be like you, Jesus, to have this heart in me. 
You are the God of  the humble, You are the humble King. 



Welcome   Brett Shoemaker 

 
Anthem                                           Faith Men’s Choir 

Noel, Noel  (V. Singh) 

 
Giving & Receiving of  God’s Tithe & Our Offerings Dawn Vollmar (9:00)
   Renee Larsen (11:00) 
 

Offertory  Eunice Aldrich 
 

Doxology (literally, Words to Glorify) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
Prayer of  Dedication 
 
Children’s Message Jeff Chapman 
 
Scripture Reading: John 18:28—19:1 Dawn Vollmar (9:00); Renee Larsen (11:00)  

 
Prayer of  Illumination 
 

At this point in the 9:00 service, children up to 6th grade are invited either to be excused to our children’s      
programs or to return and sit with their families. There is no Sunday School at the 11:00 service at this time, so 

at that service we invite children to return to sit with their parents for the remainder of worship. 

 

Sermon                                            Jeff Chapman 

Encounters With Jesus: truth or TRUTH 
 

Celebration of  the Lord’s Supper    

A Note to Parents: In our tradition children who have already been nurtured and instructed                                      

in the significance of the Lord’s Supper are invited to participate fully in this sacrament.                                                                                  

If you have questions about the participation of your children, please speak to one of our pastors.   

 Invitation to the Table 
 Great Thanksgiving & Eucharistic Prayer 
  One: The Lord be with you. 
  All:  And also with you. 
  One: Lift up your hearts. 
  All:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 Breaking of  the Bread, Communion of  the People, & Anointing  
 

 



FAITH SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2023 

DEL NORTE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

July 16-22, 2023 

Join us this summer to serve together! 
 

Faith’s Summer Mission Trip 2023 will take place in partnership with Sierra 
Service Project, a local, faith-based nonprofit organization that has planned 
mission trips since 1975. SSP’s mission is to “build faith and strengthen 
communities through service to others.” We have registered with them for an 
intergenerational trip for 30 people, but we can add to the group as 
needed. The six-day mission trip will run from July 16 to 22, and we will serve 
alongside a group from Westminster Presbyterian.  

The location we have chosen is Del Norte County, in the northwest-most corner of  California. We 
will be staying in Crescent City at the United Methodist Church. Our work will focus on removing 
invasive European beach grass and English ivy at the dunes, working on projects in the National 
Park, and doing home repair projects for those in need.  

The cost of  the trip is $300 for adults, $200 for youth, and $100 each for any additional family 
member. If  you registered for the previous trip to Lake County in 2020 and did not ask for a refund, 
that amount will be credited toward your trip this year.  

Please let us know if  you are interested so we can adjust the number of  people registered as 
needed. If  you are interested in taking part, plan to join us on Tuesday, February 7, at 6:00 p.m. 
in Link Hall. This will be our first planning meeting for the trip and an opportunity for 
participants to meet one another and to ask any questions they may have. We have already paid the 
registration fees for 30 people. Our next payment is due in March, so at our February meeting, we 
will be asking participants to pay for a portion of  the cost of  the trip at that time. 

We are looking forward to this opportunity to serve together in the name of  Christ! If  you have 
any questions about the trip, please talk to Brett Shoemaker, Paul Keller or Nancy Henrikson. 

Hymn of  Faith   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
   #9, The Presbyterian Hymnal 

   
Benediction 
   
Postlude Eunice Aldrich 

 
If you would like to have somebody pray with you for any reason, there will be a prayer team  

available in the first row of the sanctuary immediately after worship this morning. 
Prayer Team:  Sue Kim & Claire Pisor (9:00) and Georgianne Becker & Alice Parente (11:00). 

 

You are encouraged to greet one another and fellowship out on the patio after worship. 
 



Announcements and Events 

Family & Children’s Ministry 

For questions about Faith’s Sunday morning 
children’s programs, contact Jacob Zvolanek, 
Director of Family Ministry, at 916-428-3439 
(ext. 109) or jzvolanek@faithpresby.org. 

Other Happenings 

The Table: A Space for College Students & 
Young Adults 

All college students & young 
adults are invited to take part 
in this gathering on the 1st 
and 3rd Sundays of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
We meet around a table of good things to eat 
and drink. A time to connect, study God’s 
Word & pray together. Interested? Contact Jeff 
Chapman at jchapman@faithpresby.org. Next 
meeting is tonight, December 4.    

Sign Up for Advent Dinners 

Faith’s Fellowship Team is 
looking forward to providing 
dinner for the congregation on 
Wednesdays, December 7 (a 
variety of soups) and 14 
(potato bar). The dinners will take place in Link 
Hall at 5:30 p.m., ending in time for folks to 
attend Advent Worship at 7:00 p.m. To help the 
Fellowship Team with their meal planning, 
please sign up in the narthex. There are sign-up 
sheets for December 7 and December 14. Please 
sign up (and indicate the number in your party) 
for each dinner that you will attend. Thank you, 
and we are looking forward to seeing you there! 

One More Tuesday 

7:00 p.m. this Tuesday, 12/6, Youth Group in the Youth Room! 

 

 

 

Sign Up Here! 12/11, 5:30-8:30 



Adult Christian Formation @ Faith 
Midweek Class—January 2023  

 

Why Jesus Loves Me 
Wednesdays, January 4 to February 15 
7:00-8:30 p.m., Online via Zoom 
Facilitator: Alice Parente 
 

A well-known children’s song tells 
us, “Yes, Jesus loves me. The Bible 
tells me so!” Still, some days we 
can find ourselves wondering, 
“How can Jesus love me, knowing 
all my flaws and shortcomings?” 
Some of the biggest barriers to our 
transformation into true disciples 
of Christ come from our toxic self-narratives. 

In this class, we will use James Bryan Smith’s new 
book, The Good and Beautiful You, to examine some 
of these false narratives and consider how they 
shape the way we see ourselves and interact in the 
world. Over these seven weeks, we will seek to 
discover how God sees us—as unceasing spiritual 
beings within whom Christ lovingly dwells. Using 
the words and actions of Jesus, we will seek 
personal spiritual formation through specific 
activities aimed at making new, God-guided self-
narratives real—in our body and soul, as well as in 
our mind and everyday life. 

Email Alice to join the group (vsas77@earthlink. 
net). Please buy the book before the class starts. 

Sunday Mornings 
 

As You Are Going: The Joy and Power of 
the Great Commissions 
November 13, 20, 27, December 11, 18 
10:15–11:15 a.m., Link Hall 
Teacher: Rev. Rick Hull 
 

It was AD 30, and 
history was about to 
be turned on its head! 
The risen Jesus would 
ascend to heaven and 
place the life of His Kingdom on earth in the hands 
of Holy Spirit-directed men and women.  

And when He did, the world would be forever 
changed. 

In five “Great Commissions,” each gospel writer 
chronicles Jesus’ last instructions to His followers. 
The themes of these commissions pulse with a joy 
that still rings in our faith-walk today -- an 
encouragement for our practical challenges -- and 
the redeeming power that can transform modern 
lives. 

Each weekly class will be structured to allow 
participants to attend the 11:00 worship service, or 
to remain for extended discussion until 11:15 a.m.  
 

First Words of Jesus 
January 8, 15, 22, 29 
10:15–11:15 a.m., Grace Room 
Facilitator: Laura Anderson 
 

In recent years at Faith, we have studied the 
significance of Jesus’ final words both on the cross 
and before his ascension. But what about his first 
words? What do they tell us about who Jesus is 
and what he came to earth to accomplish? 

In this four-session class, we 
will start by considering what 
each Gospel writer helps us 
understand about Jesus before 
Jesus even speaks a single 
word. Then we will dive into 
those first words to explore 
what they reveal about Jesus 
and his divine agenda and how 
they chart a course for us to live more faithfully, 
confidently and joyfully as Jesus’ disciples. 

NEW FROM RICK HULL 
During the pandemic, many of us received great 
encouragement and comfort from Rev. Rick Hull’s 
daily “Grace Notes,” later published in book form 
under the title, A Candle in the Dark: Grace Notes 
from Scripture.  

We want to let you know that a follow-up 
volume—Standing Strong: Grace Notes from the 
Ephesian Letter—has just been published by 
Westbow Press, an arm of Zondervan. 

Rick’s new book is available at his website 
(revrickhull.com) and from westbowpress.com, as 
well as from your favorite bookstore. If you would 
like to take a look at the new book prior to 
purchase, Rick will have preview copies available 
after worship in the weeks ahead. 



As a Reminder… 

Don’t have a name tag? Sign up for one today in the narthex. Within a week or two, you’ll  find your new name 
tag waiting for you on the name-tag cart. (Tags are arranged alphabetically by last name.)   

Printed copies of the sermons are available the following week in the Link Hall foyer. Past messages are 
available on the church website. 

A reminder to parents: Thank you for picking up your children from Sunday School or the nursery within five 
minutes of the end of the service. 

Rehearsal Times for Special Choirs—No Rehearsal This Morning 

Christmas Choir:   Thursday, December 8 

     Performances:  Sundays, Dec. 11 (11:00 a.m.), Dec. 18 (9:00 a.m.) 

Women & Girls’ Choir:  Sundays, December 11 & 18 after the 9:00 worship service 

     Thursday, December 22 

     Performance:  December 24, 7:00 p.m. 

If you'd like more information or have questions, please email Mark Tootle, Director of Music Ministry, at 
mtootle@faithpresby.org. 

FIRST SUNDAY SABBATH ~  
PRAY AND PLAY TODAY 

Today we are celebrating First Sunday Sabbath. All meetings and 
adult classes are suspended today (as they are the first Sunday of 
every month) so that we can gather simply to worship and 
fellowship together. Join us between services in Link Hall for a 
Sabbath celebration with seasonal music and treats. Everyone is 
invited! Our hosts are the Tuesday evening and Thursday evening 
Life Groups. See you there at 10:15 a.m.! 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT AT FAITH! 

THE POLAR EXPRESS 

THIS FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 

6:00 TO 8:30 P.M. IN LINK HALL 

Faith Families and Friends … Come one, come all, and join us this Friday, 
December 9, from 6:00 to 8:30 p.m. in Link Hall for a family movie night. We’ll 
be showing the movie, The Polar Express, on the Link Hall Big Screen. Bring your 
beverage of choice and a snack to share. We’ll have chairs available, but feel free to 
bring blankets or sleeping bags so you can spread out on the floor and get comfy. 
PJs are encouraged! Email Jacob Zvolanek, Director of Family Ministry, with 
questions or for more information (jzvolanek@faithpresby.org). 

Join us and share in the fun of our first family movie night (with many more to follow??). Everyone in our 
Faith family is warmly invited; bring your friends and neighbors, too! 



New to Faith?  

We’d like the chance to meet you! 

If you are new to Faith Church, we’d like to invite 
you to an informal reception so we can get to 
know you, and in turn you can get to know us. 
Our next Look @ Faith reception is Sunday, 
January 29, at 10:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  

The reception lasts about 
30 minutes. You’ll have the 
opportunity to get to know 
some others who have been 
coming to Faith, meet 
some of our leadership, and 
learn a few things about 
what makes this 
congregation unique. You 
may have questions you want to ask about this 
church or about the Christian faith, and that’s 
great—feel free to ask! This is just an informal 
opportunity to get to know one another. Come 
join us!  

To RSVP, email Laura Anderson at 
landerson@faithpresby.org. 

Heart to Heart  

Is Here to Serve! 
Heart to Heart is a group of 
people in our community 
committed to serving those 
who need assistance when a 
need arises. Heart to Heart 
provides things like rides to 
doctor appointments, meals 
during a difficult season, 
cards of encouragement, respite care for 
caregivers, and more. If you have a need and you 
don’t know how it will be met, contact Heart to 
Heart coordinator Kathy Ellis at (916) 215-4997 
or trvlkath@comcast.net. If you would like to 
serve on the Heart to Heart team, you can also 
contact Kathy. We would love to hear from you 
either way!  

Like us on Facebook at                                       

facebook.com/FaithPresbyterianChurch 

Faith’s Crafters Sale Next Sunday 

The Faith Crafters’ annual craft fair will take 
place in the narthex between services next 
Sunday, December 11. They will be selling their 
handcrafted goods, and every penny raised will be 
donated to local and global mission endeavors. 
Come browse and maybe buy for a great cause! 

Please note that the Monday gathering of Faith’s 
Crafters is on hiatus through the end of the year. 
They will resume their Monday afternoon 
gatherings some time in the new year; we’ll keep 
you posted when they start back up. 

Braver Angels Coffee & Conversations: 
Solutions to Homelessness in Sacramento 

Faith’s Missional 
Community on Faith and 
Politics warmly invites you 
to a conversation about 
solutions to homelessness 
in Sacramento. This Braver 
Angels online event will 
provide a safe and non-
polarizing space to share experiences, 
observations, thoughts and possible solutions to 
address our homelessness crisis here in the 
Sacramento region. The event will take place 
via Zoom on Tuesday, December 6, from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m.  

To join the conversation, please register 
TODAY, Sunday, December 4. To register, go 
to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
QFTDD7B.  A direct link will be included in 
tomorrow’s “This Week @ Faith” email, but 
please note that you will need to register pronto 
once you receive this email. 

Upon registration, you will receive an email with 
a Zoom link. If you do not receive an email by the 
end of the day on December 5, please check your 
junk and clutter folders. If no link is there, then 
email ejacobowitz@braverangels.org. 

2023 Flower Calendar 

If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary 
on a particular date in 2023, you may sign up on 
the flower calendar that is now available in the 
narthex. As your date of choice draws nearer, 
Faith’s flower coordinator, Janet Leader, will call 
to work out the details of your bouquet. 

mailto:trvlkath@comcast.net
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  Serving Today (12/4)   Serving Next Sunday (12/11) 

9:00 11:00   9:00 11:00 

Acolyte Liam Ndichu TBD   Michaela Bannerman Madelyn Van Duyn 

Coffee Hosts First Sabbath Sunday Joanne Martin 
Anthony Shelton 

  Chong Choe-Smith 
Rich Hendricks 

Ken Finch 
Tanis Toland 

Communion 
Servers 

Janet Leader 
Audrey Newport 
Walter Newport 
Candi Okada 

Laura Anderson 
Lucy DaCastello 
Cathy Healow 
Lori Rapier 

 N.A. N.A. 
 
 
 

Greeters Cathy Healow 
Marianne Jenkins 

Jarvis Arellano  TBD TBD 

Lock-up N.A. Efua Bannerman   N.A. Bob Bagby 

Media Center  
Techs 

David Nash 
Andrew Chen 

Joe Parente   Dave Anders 
Paul Kinney 

Rick Hom 

Pew Crew (Serving between 12/5 
And 12/8) 

Cynde Keasling  (Serving between 12/12 
And 12/15) 

TBD 

Prayer Team Sue Kim  
Claire Pisor 

Georgianne Becker 
Alice Parente 

 Laura Anderson 
Randy Smith 

Renee Larsen 
Ileana Maestas-Selling 

Teller Escorts Bob DeYoung Jarvis Arellano   Norma McKay Roy Chastain 

Tellers N.A. 
 

Jarvis Arellano 
Kitty Tatro 

 N.A. 
 

Erwina Bush 
Jim Tracy 

Ushers Roy Chastain Renee Larsen   Stan & Cynde Keasling Jarvis Arellano 

Worship 
Assistants 

Dawn Vollmar Renee Larsen   Helen Frisch Alice Parente 

Staff  & Leadership at Faith  ~  Contact Us 

Eunice Aldrich ~ Accompanist     eunicedbancu@gmail.com 
Laura Anderson ~ Office Manager     landerson@faithpresby.org 
Ron Beams ~ Director of Congregational Care   rdbeams@prodigy.net 
Jeff Chapman ~ Pastor/Head of Staff                         jchapman@faithpresby.org 
Brett Shoemaker ~ Associate Pastor     bshoemaker@faithpresby.org 
Anne Schmidt ~ Administrative Assistant    aschmidt@faithpresby.org 
Morgan Stout ~ Nursery Coordinator     mstout@faithpresby.org 
Mark Tootle ~ Director of Music Ministry   mtootle@faithpresby.org 
Jacob Zvolanek ~ Director of Family Ministry   jzvolanek@faithpresby.org 

 

All Members of the Church ~ Ministers                                                   

Faith Presbyterian Church  ~  625 Florin Road, Sacramento, 95831 ~ www.faithpresby.org  ~  (916) 428-3439 

Faith Worship Band:  Eunice Aldrich, Shane Bannerman, Zuri Catalán-Ramirez, Esther Chapman, Kathy Keller, Sue 

Kim, Cindi Kinney, Paul Kinney, Paul Philleo, Zach Roberts, David Robinson, Mark Tootle, and Jill Whitney. 

Faith Brass Ensemble:  José Hermocillo, Tom McDuffie, Fred Noteware, Dan Pehrson, Steve Rock, Laura Schneider 

and Carolyn Tillman (Director). 



2023 Faith Retreats—Save these dates! 
 

2023 Women’s Retreat 

Del Oro Camp & Conference Center, Nevada City, CA 

March 31 to April 2 

2023 Men & Boys’ Retreat 

Westminster Woods, Occidental, CA 

April 28-30 

2023 All-Church Fall Retreat 

Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center at Lake Tahoe, NV 

September 8-10 

This Week at Faith:  December 4-10 

SUNDAY 
 Worship—9:00 & 11:00 a.m. (Sanctuary) 
 First Sunday Sabbath—10:15 a.m. (Link 

Hall) 
 The Table—7 p.m. (Offsite) 
 AA Meeting—7 p.m. (Rm 2) 
 

MONDAY 
 Staff Meeting—9 a.m. (Fireside Rm) 
 BSF Leaders’ Meeting—9 a.m. (Link Hall, 

Rms 2, 4, 5, 7) 
 Discipleship Group—7 p.m. (Link Hall) 
 Women’s AA Meeting—7 p.m. (Rm 2) 
 

TUESDAY 
 Morning Prayer—7:30 a.m. (Online) 
 BSF—9 a.m. (All Rooms) 
 Youth Group—7 p.m. (Youth Rm, Link 

Hall) 
 AA Meeting—8 p.m. (Room 2)  
 

WEDNESDAY 
 Life Group—10 a.m. (Grace Rm) 
 PW Christmas Lunch—11 a.m. (Offsite) 
 Advent Dinner—5:30 p.m. (Link Hall) 
 Advent Worship—7 p.m. (Sanctuary) 
 

THURSDAY 
 Staff Prayer—9 a.m. (Online) 
 Women’s Life Group—9:30 a.m. (Fireside 

Rm) 
 Women’s Life Group—10:30 a.m. (Rm 2) 
 Thursdays with Ron & Friends—2 p.m. 

(Online) 
 Choir Rehearsal—7 p.m. (Choir Rm, 

Sanctuary) 
 AA Meeting—8 p.m. (Rm 2)  
                                                               

FRIDAY 
 Faith Family Movie Night—6 p.m. (Link 

Hall) 
 

SATURDAY 
 Tai Chi—8:30 a.m. (Courtyard) 
 Faith Brass Ensemble—9:30 a.m. 

(Sanctuary) 

The Faith office is open Monday to Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,  

and Friday by appointment. 

Like us on Facebook at                                       

facebook.com/FaithPresbyterianChurch 
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John 18:28—19:1 (NRSV) 
 

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement 
and to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them and said, ‘What accusation 
do you bring against this man?’ 30 They answered, ‘If  this man were not a criminal, we 
would not have handed him over to you.’ 31 Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and 
judge him according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone 
to death.’ 32 (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of  death he 
was to die.) 

33 Then Pilate entered the 
headquarters again, 
summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, ‘Are you the King of  the 
Jews?’ 34 Jesus answered, ‘Do 
you ask this on your own, or 
did others tell you about 
me?’ 35 Pilate replied, ‘I am not 
a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief  priests have 
handed you over to me. What 
have you done?’ 36 Jesus 
answered, ‘My kingdom is not 
from this world. If  my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 
here.’ 37 Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. 
For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 38 Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no case 
against him. 39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you the King of  the Jews?’ 40 They shouted in reply, ‘Not this 
man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

1Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 

Faith Presbyterian Church of Sacramento 

“The Next Step” 

A Resource for Life Groups and/or Personal Application 
December 4, 2022 



Message Notes 
Encounters With Jesus: truth or TRUTH 



Questions to Consider... 

The following questions and scriptures are provided for Life Groups and individuals who 

want to reflect further on today’s message. 

 

1. Read John 18:28—19:1 again.  You might even read the rest of  the story of  Pilate in John 19:2-
16.  What stands out to you from this encounter between Jesus and Pilate? 

 

2. How do you define “truth”?  

 

3. Pilate asks, “What is truth?”  Do you think his question is sincere?  Why or why not?   

 

4. What do we learn from Jesus in verses 36-37 about the Kingdom of  God?    

 

5. Jesus says to Pilate, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”  What do you 
think this means?   

 

6. What does it mean that Jesus doesn’t tell us that he has the truth, but that he is the truth?  
What is the difference, and why does it matter?   

 

7. Jeff  pointed out our tendency to deny the TRUTH in favor of  our own version of  the truth 
because the TRUTH interferes with the way we want to live life on our own terms. G. K. 
Chesterton put it this way: “Truth, of  course, must of  necessity be stranger than fiction, for 
we have made fiction to suit ourselves.”  It’s easy to see how other people do this, but how have 
you seen this tendency in your own life?   

 

8. Why do you think that Pilate, in the end, decides to have Jesus crucified?   

Table to Table: A question for kids and adults to answer together. 
  

How do we know if  something is true? 

How do we know that what the Bible teaches us about God is true?   



Meeting With God This Week 

To help you LISTEN to God… 

As a follow-up to today’s message, and for your 
continued times of meeting with God, we offer 
the following passages from God’s Word for your 
reflection. If you need a Bible, let us know and 
we’ll give you one. We encourage you to keep a 
journal at hand to write down what you hear as 
you listen to God’s Word. If you’re new to all 
this, these steps may help you get started: 

Invite - Find a time and space where you can 
have at least 15 minutes of privacy and 
silence. Begin by taking a moment to simply 
ask God to meet you.  Expect God to answer 
your prayer and show up. 

Scripture - Read slowly through the passage 
for the day (we offer suggestions below). Read 
it again, if you like. Pay attention to phrases 
or ideas that particularly strike you. 

Listen and Reflect - Use a journal to write 
down what you hear God saying in these 
verses. What is God telling you about 
himself? What is God telling you about your 
life? What is God telling you he wants you to 
do, or to do differently? What questions are 
raised? What promises are revealed?  Write 
what you hear. 

 Respond - Use the 3 R’s.  #1 - Rejoice!  What 
have I heard from God which causes me to 
praise God and give thanks? Pray 
accordingly.  #2—Repent.  What have I 
heard from God that brings to light sin in my 
life or change that needs to take place?  #3—
Request.  What have I heard from God that  
informs the way I pray for myself and others? 
(The guide in the column to the right, “To 
Help You Speak with God,” may be useful as 
you pray for others this week.)   

Suggested Scriptures for the Week, as we offer 

God a portion of each day in His Word. 

 Monday:    Matthew 9 / Psalm 74 

 Tuesday:    Matthew 10 / Psalm 75 

 Wednesday:   Matthew 11 / Psalm 76 

      Thursday:   Matthew 12 / Psalm 77 

 Friday:    Matthew 13 / Psalm 78 

 Saturday:    Matthew 14 / Psalm 79 

 Sunday:    Matthew 15 / Psalm 80 

To help you SPEAK with God… 

Pray for These Families This Week:                                   

 Chibwe Chungu ~ Jo Clark ~ Kevin Clark & 

Mary Grace; Joshua ~ Shirlee Clark ~ Taige 

& David Clark; Jackson 

Prayers for Healing & Comfort: 

For Healing & Strength:  Larry Freund, Lew 

Whitney, Carol Keller, Georgina Borton, Bob 

Becker, Barbara Beattie, Julene Leonard, 

Noreen Freund, Annette Parker, Ken 

Eikelmann, Kay Russell, Marvette Swayzer, 

Wilma Cornelius, Jo Clark 

Prayers of Comfort: For the family and friends of 

Sheron Vollstedt, former Faith member, who 

passed away 11/22 at her home in Arizona. 

Church Leadership: 

Brett Shoemaker Associate Pastor 

Lucy DaCastello  Elder, Stewardship 

Sue Kim Deacon, Parish 9 
 

Other Opportunities for Prayer 

Prayer Chain: Contact Alice Parente at 

vsas77@earthlink.net to share a prayer 

concern or to become part of the prayer chain.  

Pre-Service Prayer: We meet in the Fireside 

Room every Sunday morning at 8:30 for 

prayer before the service.  All are welcome. 

Prayer After Worship:  If you would like 

someone to pray with you, our prayer team 

will be available at the front of the church 

immediately following worship this morning.  

Tuesday Morning Zoom Prayer Gathering:  

All are welcome to join us for prayer on Zoom 

Tuesday mornings from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. 

Using a psalm or other scripture as our guide, 

we pray together—some silently, some aloud. 

Most of us keep our cameras off. It’s 

wonderful to start our day in this way 

together. The Zoom ID is 871 3470 6671.  



Advent & Christmas at Faith 
Sunday, November 27 ~ Advent Season Begins  

 Starting on this first Sunday of  Advent, our 

sanctuary will be beautifully decorated for the 

season, and our music and messages will shift to 

help us as we prepare ourselves for the coming of  

Christ into our world.   

Wednesday Evening Advent Services (7:00 p.m.)   

 Each Wednesday in Advent (November 30, December 7, 14, 21), we will gather in the 

Faith sanctuary  for a 45-minute contemplative worship service. All ages are encouraged 

to join us. We will share the Lord’s Supper. On December 7 & 14 we will gather at 5:30 for 

dinner together in Link Hall before worship. These evenings are truly a respite amidst 

what can be a busy season. Each service will be livestreamed as well. Special services will 

include:  

 Candlelight Memorial Service (December 14): This evening is intended as a time 

to remember and honor our loved ones who have passed away.  This service will 

include special readings, a brief  meditation, and a time to remember loved ones by 

lighting a candle. We hope it will also be a time of  encouragement, strength, care, 

and healing for all who come.  

 Lessons & Carols (December 21): Our music team will lead us in an evening of  

carol singing interspersed with Gospel readings celebrating the birth of  Christ into 

our world. Be ready to sing along!   

Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve Candlelight Services (7:00 & 11:00 p.m.) 

 We will gather by candlelight to celebrate together the coming of  Christ into our world. 

The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at both services. The 7:00 p.m. service includes kid-

friendly elements. Both services will be livestreamed. 

Sunday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day Worship (11:00 a.m.) 

 What a joy it will be to gather together Christmas morning, which falls on a Sunday this 

year.  Share in a joyful time of  celebration with plenty of  music!  Please note we will have 

only one service at 11:00.  


