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1Hear what the Lord says: 
    Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
    and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
    and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
    and he will contend with Israel. 
3 ‘O my people, what have I done to you? 
    In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
    and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
    Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of 
Moab devised, 
    what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
    that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’ 
 
6 ‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?  (Micah 6:1-8, 
NRSV) 
 

 
 
A few weeks ago Esther and I were visiting my sister 
and brother-in-law in Southern California and they took 
us sailing off the coast near Manhattan Beach.  As we’re 
sailing along he points over to a strip of beachfront 
property called Bruce’s Beach, and tells me the story 
about how the State of California just recently gave this 
property back to the descendants of it’s former owners, 
a couple named Willa and Charles Bruce.   

                                                           
1 Emma Colton, “Bruce’s Beach”, Fox News Online, October 3, 2021.  Read 

the story at https://www.foxnews.com/us/california-bruces-beach-
returned-family  

In 1912, the Bruces bought the property for $1,225 and 
turned it into a beachfront resort that catered to African 
Americans.  This was the era of Jim Crow, and even in 
Los Angeles blacks were not welcome in many places.  
The resort started to thrive.  A few years later, 
however, the city used eminent domain to take the land 
away from the Bruces.  Officials said that a public park 
needed to be built in that spot.  The park, not 
surprisingly, was never built by the city, and the land 
sat dormant for years until it was eventually transferred 
back to the state in 1948.  All these years later the state 
finally owned up to the injustice which had occurred. 
and turned the property, now worth nearly $75 million, 
back to the family.1   
 
Imagine having to sit by while those in power come and 
simply take your land away from you, perhaps because 
of the color of your skin, or maybe simply because you 
have no resources to stop them from doing so.  It 
should not be a surprise to learn that this sort of thing 
happens.  It happens all the time, and it’s been 
happening for a long time.  In fact, the book of Micah, 
which is our focus this morning, was written to address 
this exact sort of injustice.   
 
A little background.  Micah was a prophet who lived in 
the southern kingdom of Judah during the 8th century 
B.C.  As a prophet, Micah was sent to speak on God’s 
behalf to God’s people.  That’s what prophets do.  In 
those days – surprise, surprise! – Israel had rebelled 
against God.  The beginning of chapter 2 speaks 
directly to the most egregious of their offenses: 
 

Alas for those who devise wickedness 
    and evil deeds on their beds! 
When the morning dawns, they perform it, 
    because it is in their power. 
They covet fields, and seize them; 
    houses, and take them away; 
they oppress householder and house, 
    people and their inheritance.2 

 
Apparently the people who were in power in those days 
would lie in bed at night and scheme about all the ways 

2 Micah 2:1-2.  This and all biblical citations are from the New Revised 
Standard Version (NRSV).   

https://www.foxnews.com/us/california-bruces-beach-returned-family
https://www.foxnews.com/us/california-bruces-beach-returned-family


 2 

they could make themselves more wealthy and more 
powerful.  These were likely military or government 
officials, but also could have included even moderately 
wealthy people who lived in and around Jerusalem.  
Apparently, the idea they came up with was to go out 
into the rural areas surrounding Jerusalem and seize the 
land of poor farmers who could offer no resistance.  In 
doing so, they essentially stripped these people of all 
their inheritance, since wealth in those days was always 
tied to the land.  Why did they do this?  Some scholars 
think that they did this because they wanted vacation 
property in the countryside -  fresh air, a few horses, a 
marvelous view.3  Sound familiar? 
 
The portion of Micah we just read from in Chapter 6 
opens with these words, “Hear what the Lord says: 
Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice.”  Do you see what’s 
happening?  It’s a courtroom scene.  The Lord is the 
plaintiff and is bringing a case against his people, Israel.  
Micah has been brought on as the prosecutor.  As the 
proceedings begin, the plaintiff is allowed to speak for 
himself.  In spite of the serious charges he is bringing, 
there is still tenderness in his voice.  He keeps referring 
to the defendant, Israel, as “my people.”  As he does, he 
recounts for them what he has done on their behalf.  
They had been slaves in Egypt for 400 years when the 
Lord delivered them.  He brought them to Egypt in the 
first place to save them from a famine.  When he 
delivered them he brought them to their own land, a 
Promised Land, a land of milk and honey, where they 
could flourish as a nation.  When other kings and 
nations came against them – he mentions a few here – 
the Lord saved them again.  Have they forgotten that 
they owe their very lives to the Lord, everything they 
possess?   
 
After this reminder, the Lord puts this question to his 
people: “In what have I wearied you?  Answer me!”  
How have I done you so wrong that you would rebel 
against me in this way?  The defendant, Israel, is then 
allowed to speak.  We hear Israel’s defense beginning in 
verse 6.  Immediately it’s clear that it’s an attempt to 
settle the case.  You might even call it a bribe.  Listen 
again as Israel offers it’s defense to the Lord’s charges:   
 

Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 

 

                                                           
3 James Limburg, Interpretation Commentary: Hosea – Micah (Westminster 

John Knox, 1998), 169. 
4 See 1st Chronicles 29:21 and 1st Kings 3:4. 

A burnt offering was the best kind of offering you 
could bring in those days because the whole animal was 
consumed by the fire, meaning nothing was left for 
dinner.  It was a total sacrifice.  Calves in those days 
could be sacrificed as young as 8 days old, so a year-old 
calf was a much more valuable sacrifice.  Thousands of 
rams seems like an exaggeration, but kings like David 
and Solomon had made such large sacrifices before.4  
Traditionally, only a quart of oil was expected as an 
offering to God.5  Rivers of oil is incredibly excessive.  
And to top it off, Israel offers the sacrifice of their own 
children, something which was very common in 
surrounding cultures, but absolutely forbidden by the 
Lord.  Still, they want to demonstrate that they are all 
in, willing to offer whatever they can to be released 
from the charges against them.  In our worship of you, 
Lord, we will be very, very generous.     
 
I want to point out that even though it seems ludicrous 
that the people of Israel think they can essentially “pay 
off God” for their acts of injustice, this is not an 
uncommon tactic.  Down through the history of the 
church, in fact, it’s been quite common for people to 
adopt this line of defense.  We know that we are guilty 
before God, that we have not lived up to his laws or 
walked in his ways.  We imagine then that the solution 
is to be especially pious in our worship.  We show up on 
Sundays, maybe every Sunday.  We say our prayers.  
We sing songs to God.  We give a hearing to his 
teaching.  We give an offering, even a generous 
offering.  And our hope is that in doing these things 
regularly on Sundays that we will appease God and 
make up for the ways we have mistreated people or 
ignored people the rest of the week.  Be honest, how 
many of us feel better about our standing with God 
after we have gone to worship on Sunday?  Or said 
another way, how many of us feel worse about our 
standing with God when we skip worship on Sunday?   
 
The problem, of course, is that while the Lord is 
certainly pleased with how we honor him in our 
worship on Sunday morning, especially if our worship is 
genuine and humble, he is even more concerned with 
how we honor him in the ways we treat others on 
Monday morning.  This is something the Lord had 
made clear to his people over and over again.  I think of 
that famous passage in the prophet Amos where the 
Lord says to Israel,  
 

I hate, I despise your festivals, 
    and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. 

5 Exodus 29:40. 
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Even though you offer me your burnt-offerings 
and grain-offerings, 
    I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted 
animals 
    I will not look upon. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
    I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
But let justice roll down like waters, 
    and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream.6 

 
What does God love more than worship?  Apparently 
justice.  Or rather, God doesn’t love worship if it does 
not then translate into justice.  To declare that you love 
God and then turn around and refuse to love your 
neighbor is to demonstrate that you do not love God in 
the first place.  Anybody in either Israel or the church 
who does not know this has not been paying attention?  
And so this is essentially what Micah says to Israel, the 
defendant, in verse 8, the most famous verse in the 
book.  It’s a guilty verdict: 
 

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
I believe that the life and teachings of Jesus affirm that 
the Lord still requires the same thing from the church 
today that he required back then from Israel.  Three 
things.  We are to do justice. We are to love kindness.  
We are to walk humbly with our God.  Let’s take these 
one a time.   
 
First, the word “justice” in the original Hebrew is the 
word mishpat.  It’s a word that appears over 200 times 
in the Old Testament.  It doesn’t only mean punishing 
people for wrongdoing, the way we often think of 
justice in our day.  It does include that, but in a wider 
sense it means giving people their rights, what they are 
due, whether that be punishment, or protection, or 
provision, or care.  So yes, justice is served when a 
guilty criminal goes to jail or pays a fine.  But justice is 
also served when a hungry person is fed, or when an 
orphaned child is given a family.  Basically, when people 
are flourishing in all the ways God means them to 
flourish, that is justice.  This is why when we see this 
word used in the Old Testament, it doesn’t refer to the 
guilty nearly as much as it refers to the poor, in 
particular what some have called the “quartet of the 
vulnerable”: widows, orphans, immigrants, and the 

                                                           
6 Amos 5:21-24 
7 I’m indebted here to Timothy Keller, “What is Biblical Justice”, Relevant 

Magazine, August 23, 2012.  Read the full article at 
https://relevantmagazine.com/faith/what-biblical-justice/  

impoverished.  These were four groups who had no 
social power in ancient Israel, and who basically lived 
day to day, hand to mouth.  These were people who 
couldn’t protect their own land.  Today we might 
include refugees, migrant workers, the homeless, many 
single parents, some of the elderly.7   
 
Notice, however, that Micah says that in regard to these 
people that we are to do justice.  We can’t just be in 
favor of justice; we have to be working actively to 
promote justice.  A good way to understand this is to 
look at the recent distinction that has been made 
between being “non-racist” and being “anti-racist.”  
Sometimes people will make the claim that they are not 
racist.  “I never owned a slave, released a dog, held a 
firehose, burned a cross, gerrymandered a district, 
flooded a community with drugs.  I believe that all 
people, regardless of the color of their skin, should be 
treated fairly, should have the opportunity to flourish.”  
That’s non-racism.  And while it’s a good start, and 
certainly better than racism, I agree with those who say 
that it isn’t enough.  I like how Leonce Crump, pastor of 
Renovation Church in Atlanta, recently put it: “Non-
racism is a passive posture of receiving people as they 
are.  Anti-racism is an active refusal of seeing anybody 
not received as they are, or robbed of any rights 
associated with their dignity, personhood, or 
flourishing.”8   
 
This is why when Amos speaks about justice he 
compares it to a flowing, churning river.  Justice is not 
just a mindset or belief, but an action, even a lifestyle.  
Which, of course, always begs this question from God’s 
people: How are we actively working right now for 
justice, for the sake of those who have been to some 
extent robbed of their dignity, their personhood, their 
flourishing, especially those in our world who are 
among the powerless and marginalized?  How are you 
and your family actively pursuing justice right now?  
How are we as a congregation doing the same?  Doing 
justice, that’s the first thing the Lord requires of us. 
 
Micah then adds kindness to justice.  We are to love 
kindness.  I wonder if this is his way of telling God’s 
people how they are to pursue justice.  Do it kindly.  
The original Hebrew word is sometimes translated as 
“mercy” or “loving kindness”.  By definition, it carries 
three different meanings: strength, steadfastness and 
love.9  That’s important to note because love, by itself, 
can be sentimentalized.  And so Micah isn’t calling us to 
a love that is rooted in emotions and affections, the kind 
of love that can be all too fickle.  This is love that is 

8 Interview with Leonce Crump, “Is Saying 'All Lives Matter' Really A Big 
Deal?”, Church And Conciliation Pt. 3.  View at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCBiXqliM6I  

9 https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/eng/vot/l/loving-kindness.html  

https://relevantmagazine.com/faith/what-biblical-justice/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCBiXqliM6I
https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/eng/vot/l/loving-kindness.html


 4 

strong and lasting.  It has an element of loyalty.  In 
scripture, the word is often used to describe the love 
found in marriage, or in deep friendship.  When you add 
this sort of enduring kindness to active justice, it 
implies that such justice isn’t short term.  We are in it 
for the long haul with people, which is often what it 
takes to see justice realized.    
 
Finally, Micah declares that in all this we also are to 
walk humbly with God.  The word “humbly” here 
carries with it the idea of circumspection and care more 
than the idea of humility.  In other words, it’s a call to 
pay attention, and to use wisdom.  And if you think 
about it, that makes sense because we are being called 
here to walk with God.  It’s not that God is walking 
with us, going our way.  We are walking with God, 
going his way.  That means we need to pay attention so 
we can keep up and avoid getting lost, not only in terms 
of location, but in life.  As we use the term even today, 
to walk with somebody is to share in their life, even to 
imitate their life.  It is to orient oneself completely 
around the other.  We sometimes say that we are 
following in the footsteps of another.   
 
This is, of course, something we talk about all the time 
here at Faith, that to be a Christian is not to be 
somebody who only believes in Jesus, but somebody 
who follows Jesus, who seeks to live life as he would live 
life if he were in our shoes.  This is discipleship.  And so 
if we are going to walk with Jesus, we have to ask 
ourselves, where did he walk?  Yes, he walked into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath to worship his Father.  We 
should follow him there and do the same.  And yes, he 
also walked closely with his community of followers, 
what eventually became the church, to encourage one 
another in fellowship and learning.  We should follow 
him there and do the same.  But we cannot miss the fact 
that Jesus also spent a lot of time walking out into the 
world to come alongside those who longed for justice, 
those whose lives were far from flourishing. And so if 
we are going to walk humbly with Jesus, we are going 
to find ourselves also led out in the world seeking 
justice alongside Jesus.  Not just once in a while, but all 
the time.     
 
Some of you here remember that some years ago our 
church organized something we called Compassion 
Weekend.  Once a year we would cancel all other 
activities on a weekend, including Sunday morning 
worship services, and we would all spend the weekend 
out serving somewhere in the community.  It was a 
wonderful idea and led to some beautiful opportunities 
to turn our attention outwards towards the needs of the 
community.  But one of the things we hoped would 
result from this annual effort was that many people in 
the church, having now been exposed to various 

ministries and efforts in our city for the weekend, 
would then commit to joining in those efforts long 
term.  But that actually never really happened, at least 
on any significant scale.  And that’s one of the main 
reasons we eventually stopped doing Compassion 
Weekend.  In fact, some of us began to wonder if events 
like Compassion Weekend might actually end up 
keeping us from more sustained engagement in works 
of justice.   
 
Think about it this way.  This last week was Valentines 
Day.  To celebrate I got my wife flowers.  I bought a 
card and inscribed a heartfelt note.  I took her out for a 
nice dinner.  Not bad, right?  I didn’t ask her to rate my 
Valentines Day performance, but if I did, I would 
imagine I would have received at least a passing grade.  
I don’t want to step on any toes here, but one of the 
potential problems with this holiday is that we are now 
given an excuse to confine such behavior to one day.  I 
did my duty, now I’m good to go.  But what about 
February 15, the next day?  What about August 3 or 
November 22?  Shouldn’t we be expressing our love to 
one another just as much on those days as well?  When 
I put the question that way, I’m no longer so confident 
in that passing grade. 
 
We’ve been focusing now for nearly two months on 
God’s call to us as the church to go out, to move beyond 
ourselves into the world to share the good news of the 
gospel with others with our words and in our works.  
Whether that takes the form of evangelism, telling 
others how much they are loved by God, or works of 
justice that put that love into action, this commitment 
to go out must be a sustained commitment.  It’s not 
something we can compartmentalize into a day once in 
a while, a weekend here or there, or even a mission trip 
once a year, and then check it off our list. Again, think 
how often Jesus was engaged with the poor – all the 
time!  And so if we are following him, he is going to 
lead us to similarly engage.  And so if we do not commit 
to justice on Monday morning, it’s hard to imagine that 
the Lord will be pleased with anything we offer him in 
worship on Sunday morning.   
 
One of my prayers is that Faith Presbyterian Church, 
and each one of us as a part of it, would be known as a 
community committed to justice.  The thing is, we will 
always be known by how we invest ourselves.  When 
people refer to you, what connection do they make?  
Some people know me as Pastor Jeff Chapman; they 
associate me with my vocation.  Others know me as 
Esther’s husband, or as the father of one of my kids.  
Out on the baseball field I’m called “coach.”  We are 
known by what we do.  With that in mind, it’s 
interesting that one of the ways God is known, in fact 
one of the way he introduces himself, is “Father of 
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orphans and protector of widows.”10  This is one of the 
main things God does in this world, and so it is how he 
wants to be known.  In fact, it is how he is know.  Is it 
our desire that we also would be known for this as well? 
 
Over the course of this sermon series on “Out!”, I’ve 
invited you to consider adopting two simple and specific 
practices.  First, I asked us all to make a commitment to 
praying regularly, using Acts 4:29-30 as our guide, and 
asking God to consider the opposition to him in this 
world, but then send us out with boldness to tell others 
about his love as he works in supernatural ways to open 
the door for this message to be heard.  Then last week I 
asked you to also consider opening your table once a 
week, or on some other regular basis, to others who are 
beyond the church, and then sharing that meal with a 
prayerful expectation that Christ, who will also be your 
guest, will open opportunities to love others on his 
behalf.   
 
This week I want to add one more invitation, my last of 
this series.  Would you also pray with me and others for 
the Lord to help us walk humbly with him out beyond 
ourselves to join him in coming alongside those who are 
not flourishing in life, that we might seek in those 
instances to do justice and love kindness.  We can’t do it 
all, of course, not even close.  There is simply too much 
injustice in this world.  But we can do something.  We 
can do our part.  As the old World Vision saying goes, 
“You may not be able to change the world, but you can 
change the world for one person.” 
 
I’m encouraged as I give you this invitation.  For one, I 
have come to know you as a congregation that has a 
heart for justice.  Many of you are already putting this 
into practice in various contexts week after week after 
week.  Others of you are ready to do so; you’re just not 
sure exactly what to do.  I’m grateful for that heart I see 
in you.  The challenge here at Faith is not to convince 
people that this is God’s calling.  The challenge is not 
so much changing people’s thinking, but getting people 
moving.  It is so easy to become distracted, to focus 
inward on ourselves.  But I’m also encouraged because 
things are bubbling up.  As we have kept our focus this 
season on God’s call for us to go out, many of you are 
taking this call seriously.  Just this week I’ve been in 
several conversations and meetings with some of you 
about a variety of ways we can do justice here in our 
own city and beyond.  In the coming weeks and months 
you are going to be hearing about these opportunities 
and receive invitations to join in.  I hope you will. 
 
Again, you don’t have to do it all.  But we are all called 
to do something, and something significant that will 
likely require some level of sacrifice.  If we just try to fit 
                                                           
10 Psalm 68:5.  Keller makes this point in the article.   

justice into the margins of our lives, only when we 
have a bit of extra time, money or energy, we’re not 
really committed to justice.  If that happens, though we 
may sit here on a Sunday morning and offer our 
worship to God, that worship may be the last thing God 
wants from us. 
 
If you’re open to Micah’s call on your life this morning 
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God, 
I offer you this simple step.  Tell God that you’re open.  
Begin to pray regularly, even daily, and ask God to help 
you do just that, to walk with him out to do justice and 
love kindness in this world.  And then watch 
expectantly for God to bring opportunities to serve and 
to keep serving.  We are not all called to the same 
thing.  Some will be called to care for the elderly, many 
of whom find themselves dreadfully alone.  Others will 
be called to tutor at-risk kids.  Others to feed those who 
are hungry.  Others to visit those in prison.  Others to 
work for racial justice.  Others to think globally, 
working on behalf of those in our world who don’t even 
have clean water to drink.  There is no shortage of 
needs. 
 
I can’t help but think of that line in James 1:27 where 
James declares, “Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans 
and widows in their distress.”  I hope Jesus loves our 
worship – our prayers, our music, our offerings, our 
preaching.    I hope he is pleased when we gather 
together for classes, and Life Groups, and retreats.  All 
of it is so good – I think he must be pleased.  But I 
know for certain what it is that pleases him.  He has left 
us no doubt.  This is what he most definitely requires of 
us.   To do justice.  To love kindness.  And to walk 
humbly with him always. 
 
Amen.   
 

 


The Next Step 
A resource for Life Groups and/or personal 

application 
  
1. Read the passage again from Micah 6:1-8.  Keeping 

in mind the larger context of these verses, what 
stands out to you from this trial scene that Micah 
describes between God, the plaintiff, and Israel, the 
defendant?   
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2. Passages like this remind us that God seems far 
more interested in how we treat others during the 
week than how we worship him on Sunday 
mornings.  Jesus himself, quoting Hosea 6:6, 
declared to his followers, “Go and learn what this 
means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’”  (Matthew 
9:13)  Why does God desire mercy (i.e. justice) 
more than sacrifice (i.e. worship)? 

 
3. Micah 6:8 is the most famous verse in the whole 

book for a reason.  It’s a beautiful and succinct 
summary of a godly life.  Put this verse into your 
own words.  What does it mean to you? 

 
4. Define the word “justice”.   

 
5. As a group, take a few minutes to list examples of 

injustice that we see around us in the world these 
days, both locally and abroad.  Which is an area 
that especially weighs on your heart?  

 
6. Micah is clear that justice is something we do, not 

just an idea with which we agree.  With that in 
mind, how are you and/or your family actively 
doing justice in the world right now?  Is it a priority 
in your life?  Why or why not? 

 
7. What is one step you (or us as a congregation) can 

take towards this end, one way you can engage 
more in doing justice in our world? 

 
8. Take time to pray together and seek God’s leading 

in these things. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Table to Table: A Question for kids and  
adults to answer together. 

 

How is our family doing justice in the world                
right now?  What could we do?     

 


