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1As he walked along, he saw a man blind from 
birth. 2 His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in 
the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he 
had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 7 saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar 
began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were 
saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept 
saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept asking him, 
‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, 
‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my 
eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” 
Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I 
do not know.’  (John 9:1-12, NRSV) 
 



 
Most of us have never had to navigate life without our 
eyesight.  It’s hard enough to do in our day.  In Jesus’ 
day it was nearly impossible.  Tragically, blindness was 
very common back then.  Just think about how many of 
us would live today with diminished sight if we did not 
have the help of modern medical technology.  No eye 
doctors back then, no eyeglasses, no cataracts or laser 
surgeries.  If you were blind in those days, there was 
virtually no opportunity for you to earn a living.  You 
were legally ineligible to become a priest.1  That meant 
that most visually impaired people had to beg to stay 
alive.  Or seek miraculous healing.   
 
Add to this the belief in those days that blindness, along 
with other physical afflictions, was punishment for sin, 

                                                           
1 Leviticus 21:17-18 – “Speak to Aaron and say: No one of your offspring 

throughout their generations who has a blemish may approach to 
offer the food of his God. For no one who has a blemish shall draw 
near, one who is blind or lame, or one who has a mutilated face or a 
limb too long…”  This and all biblical citations are from the New 
Revised Standard Version (NRSV). 

either the sin of the afflicted person, or the sin of 
somebody in his or her family, probably mom or dad.  
Some rabbis even taught that it was possible for an 
infant to sin in the womb, and that sin could result in 
some physical affliction or another.  Parts of the Old 
Testament seem to support this idea.  Think of the 
account of the twins, Jacob and Esau.  We are told in 
Genesis 25:22, “The children struggled together 
within [their mother’s womb]…”  Psalm 58:3 
declares, “The wicked go astray from the womb.”   
 
This explains why when Jesus and his disciples walk by 
this blind man one day, a man who had been blind from 
birth, they ask him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or 
his parents?”  Here he is in a pitiful state, as pitiful as 
almost anybody else in ancient Jewish society.  Why 
would such a man suffer so?  He’s one of God’s people, a 
Jew just like the rest of them.  There must be some 
reason for his sorry state.  If God is not all-powerful, 
then maybe God can’t heal him.  If God is not all-
knowing, the maybe God isn’t aware of his condition.  If 
God is not all-loving, then maybe God doesn’t care 
about this man.  But since these people believed that 
God was all three – all-powerful, all-knowing, and all-
loving – there must be another reason for his affliction.  
Punishment for some secret sin became the next best 
answer.   
 
And before we assume this is some archaic line of 
thinking, let’s admit that it’s still popular today, even in 
the church.  I think of the AIDS epidemic and of natural 
disasters around the world, which some have called 
God’s punishment on whole groups or nations of people 
because of their sin.  Not too many years ago a well-
known Christian leader said that the hurricane which 
wiped out much of Haiti was God’s punishment for that 
nation’s embrace of the practice of voodoo.  When 
hardship or suffering comes into our own lives, even we 
can be tempted to wonder what we have done wrong 
that God is punishing us in this way.   
 
I do understand that there are times when hard 
circumstances naturally result from our foolish or sinful 
choices.  If you get behind the wheel drunk and 
permanently disable yourself in an accident, that’s not 
punishment but a natural consequence of your sinful 
choice.  Lots of suffering in life is self-inflicted.  But 
much of it is not.  And so we, along with the disciples 
that day, need to hear Jesus’ correction here when we 
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are tempted to attribute unexplained suffering as 
punishment.  He answers them, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 
works might be revealed in him.”  Jesus is clear, as 
God’s Word on the whole is clear, that the world is not 
some sort of moral slot machine, where people who put 
in coins of good deeds receive in turn good fortune, and 
those who put in bad deeds receive only bad fortune.  
Again, sometimes there is a connection between sin and 
natural consequences, but other times good deeds are 
scorned and evil deeds seem to produce rewards.  Jesus 
himself declared that our Heavenly Father “makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the righteous and on the unrighteous.”2  
 
While that is the answer the Bible gives us for 
unexplained suffering, let’s admit that it’s not a very 
satisfying answer.  It leaves us to struggle to explain 
the chaos in our world, a world we believe is under the 
care of an all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving God.  
Why do bad things happen to good people?  Perhaps it 
is some comfort to know that Jesus himself, when he 
was here, struggled right along with us.  Jesus went 
both to the garden and later to the cross asking his 
Father, “Why!?”  In the garden he sweat blood as he 
begged, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup 
from me…”3  And then from the cross he cried out, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”4  
His cries have a ruthless authenticity.  But in response 
Jesus only receives silence from heaven.  He had to wait 
three very dark days before he received an answer on 
Sunday morning.   
 
Jesus suggests in this passage here that the same will be 
for us.  We can ask and study the question of 
unexplained hardship and suffering in our lives, but I’m 
doubtful we will ever come up with an answer this side 
of heaven that satisfies.  It should be said, however, that 
the fact that we can’t seem to leave the question alone is 
actually evidence of God’s existence.  Unexplained 
suffering in the world is a problem for everybody, 
atheist and believer alike.  The atheist’s answer, that 
this is just the way things are in the world, is even more 
unsatisfying because it doesn’t address the gnawing 
sense deep within each of us that tells us that no, this is 
not the way things are meant to be.  There is a 
profound, inbred longing for justice in the human soul.  
In the Christian faith, at least we have a God who came 
to earth to put himself on the hook for human suffering.  
In Christ, God joins us in the depths of human pain.5 
 

                                                           
2 Matthew 5:45 
3 Luke 22:42 
4 Matthew 27:46, citing Psalm 22:1 
5 I’m indebted here to Timothy Keller in The Reason for God, (Dutton, 2008).  

See chapter 2, “How Could a Good God Allow Suffering?” 

In light of all this, notice what Jesus says here.  Not 
only is this man’s blindness not the fault of him or his 
parents, but, Jesus says, “he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him.”  Does that 
mean that God made him blind his whole life just so 
God could show up one day and heal him and bring 
himself glory?  That seems cruel to me, a slander of 
God’s character.  What sort of God would do this?  And 
so I like the way the Eugene Peterson paraphrases this 
verse in The Message, “You’re asking the wrong 
question,” Jesus says.  “You’re looking for someone to 
blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead 
for what God can do.”  In other words, instead of 
spending all your time looking back with regret, doubt 
and second-guessing in the face of suffering, trying in 
vain to explain what can’t be explained, why not look 
forward in faith to what God can do in the midst of and 
out of suffering, and do for his glory!  Do you see the 
difference?   
 
If we pay attention to scripture, there is a pattern to the 
way God engages with unexplained chaos in our world.  
The Old Testament itself opens in unexplained chaos.  
In the first verses of Genesis we read, “…the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the 
deep…”  What does God do in response?  He speaks 
and his Word enters into the chaos: “Let there be 
light.”  And the light dawns and dispels the darkness, 
bringing along goodness and order, the initial step of 
creation.  The New Testament message opens in the 
same way.  The Gospel of John begins with these 
words: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God….What has come into being in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.”6  Do you see the pattern?  There is 
chaos.  God speaks into the chaos.  Light breaks in.  
Light dispels darkness and leads to new life.  
 
The ultimate fulfillment of this, of course, is Easter.  At 
the cross Jesus enters into the darkness and chaos of 
our world, taking it all to himself.  Death and hell and 
condemnation are the fruit of this darkness and chaos.  
Jesus embraces all of it on the cross.  Matthew even 
tells us in his account of the crucifixion that the natural 
world imitated what was happening that day: “From 
noon on, darkness came over the whole land until 
three in the afternoon.”7  But then three days later, 
what happens?  Out of the chaos, and literally out of the 
tomb, Jesus rises at sunrise, at daybreak.  And he isn’t 
just resuscitated, but resurrected to glory, never to be 
subject to darkness or chaos again! 
 
                                                           
6 John 1:1-5 
7 Matthew 27:45 
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Here is what we see with the resurrection.  Because 
Christ took on the darkness and suffering of our world 
and swallowed it all up in his sacrifice, the way has been 
made clear for not only a future resurrection life for us 
without darkness and suffering, but for that resurrection 
life to work it’s way backwards and begin to bring light out 
of darkness even now.  There’s that famous scene at the 
end of The Lord of the Rings trilogy when the hobbit, 
Sam Gamgee discovers that his friend Gandalf is not 
dead (as he thought) but alive.  He cries out, “I thought 
you were dead!  But then I thought I was dead myself!  
Is everything sad going to come untrue?”8  As C.S. 
Lewis put it, “They say of some temporal suffering, ‘No 
future bliss can make up for it,’ not knowing that 
Heaven, once attained, will work backwards and turn 
even that agony into glory.”9   
 
Do you understand what this means?  Resurrection is 
not only a future destiny for us, but a present reality, 
not only a consolation in the end for the life we never 
had, but a restoration, even now, of the life we’ve 
always longed for.  Even now, light is breaking into the 
darkness all around us to bring order out of chaos, life 
out of death, if only we have the eyes to see it.  You see, 
the healing of this blind man is not only an act of 
compassion.  It is, of course, but it’s more than that.  It 
is yet another sign Jesus gives us which points to what 
he is up to in this world, bringing order out of chaos, 
light out of darkness, life out of death.   
 
This should not surprise us.  It’s why Jesus came in the 
first place!  Remember that time when Jesus went to the 
synagogue one day in his hometown of Nazareth.  He 
had just returned from his time of fasting and 
temptation in the wilderness.  He had been affirmed at 
his baptism by his Father as the beloved Son.  Now he 
was about to launch his public ministry.  So he stands 
up in the synagogue that day and unrolls the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah and reads this text: 
 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 

                                                           
8 Cited by Timothy Keller, 33.   
9 C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce (Macmillan, 1946), 64.  Also this quote from 

Fyodor Dostoevsky, “I believe like a child that suffering will be healed and 
made up for, that all the humiliating absurdity of human contradictions 
will vanish like a pitiful mirage, like the despicable fabrication of the 
impotent and infinitely small Euclidean mind of man, that in the world's 
finale, at the moment of eternal harmony, something so precious will come 
to pass that it will suffice for all hearts, for the comforting of all 
resentments, for the atonement of all the crimes of humanity, for all the 
blood that they've shed; that it will make it not only possible to forgive 
but to justify all that has happened.” 

        to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”10 

 
When Jesus brings recovery of sight to the blind man 
that day by the side of the road, he affirms this prophesy 
by declaring, “I am the light of the world.”11  He 
didn’t come to bring the light; He is the light!  And what 
we see demonstrated in this man’s life, restoration of 
sight, is one of countless examples of how Christ, by the 
power of the resurrection, is bringing restoration to all 
creation even now.  As commentator N.T. Wright puts 
it, “The chaos and misery of this present world is, it 
seems, the raw material out of which the loving, wise 
and just God is making his new creation.”12   
 
Let me try to bring this close to home.  Some of us here 
this morning are suffering.  All of us, I suppose, are 
suffering to some degree.  And certainly all of us will 
suffer.  If you had the vision to see it, to see past the 
put-together exteriors we bring into this place this 
morning, you would see that some of us here today are 
really hurting.  Other hurting ones couldn’t even bear 
to come.  And many of us are hurting from pain and loss 
that has no good explanation.  Physical pain.  
Loneliness.  Grief.  Disappointment and 
discouragement.  And we don’t know why.  It’s not 
punishment.  You’ve tried to live faithfully to God.  
You’ve prayed and asked to be healed or restored, to 
know joy and peace again.  But for now things don’t 
change.  The darkness lingers, even grows heavier.   
 
But Jesus notices.  I need you to realize that.  As Jesus 
walked along the road that day he noticed this man in 
his darkness.  Countless others walked right by him 
without even a passing thought, but not Jesus.  This 
was Jesus’ way, to first and always notice the ones 
around him who were hurting.  It’s still his way.  That 
means that if you are hurting today, Jesus notices you, 
and not only notices you but shares in your pain, and 
not only shares in your pain but is at work by the power 
of his resurrection to undo your pain and erase even the 
very memory of it someday.  And if Jesus notices you in 
your darkness, he certainly notices the darkness in our 
world so prevalent on a grander scale.  No suffering or 
hardship in this world escapes his notice.  Do you 
believe this? 
 
After Jesus declared that he was the light of the world, 
he spit in the dirt, bent down, made a sort of mud with 
the saliva, and then spread the mud on the man’s eyes.  

                                                           
10 Luke 4:18-19, citing Isaiah 61. 
11 It wasn’t the first time he’d said something like.  See John 8:12 – “Again 

Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of 
life.’” 

12 N.T. Wright, John for Everyone, Part 1 (Westminster John Knox, 2002), 
134. 
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When’s the last time your optometrist used that 
technique during an eye exam?  The Jesus said to the 
man, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam.”  Was this 
simply the closest and most convenient water supply?  
Maybe.  But this pool also had a sacred purpose.  
During the Feast of Tabernacles each year faithful Jews 
would draw water from this pool as a sign of the 
blessings promised with God’s coming Messiah.  As 
John points out to us here, Siloam means “sent”.  Jews 
believed God would send his Messiah one day to restore 
all things, order out of chaos, light out of darkness, life 
out of death.   
 
Think carefully with me here.  Jesus meets this man in 
the darkness and chaos.  He speaks to him the promise 
of light.  The man doesn’t ask to be healed, and has 
done nothing particularly praiseworthy to deserve 
healing.  Still, Jesus declares that he is ready and willing 
to heal him.  The biblical word for this is grace.  But 
though grace is freely given, the man still has a part to 
play.  He has to respond. 
 
That’s always the case when Jesus offers healing and 
salvation.  The person in need has to pick up his mat, or 
go show himself to the priests, or walk out of the tomb.  
In other words, the person has to take Jesus at his word, 
to demonstrate faith in his or her actions.  In this case 
the man has to get up and stumble his way to the pool 
to be washed.  It’s a risky thing to do.  What if he 
washes off and his eyes remain dark?  What sort of fool 
will be people take him for?  But he believes Jesus, and 
goes.  Grace is extended.  He believes.  He washes.  He 
sees again. 
 
This isn’t just his story.  It’s our story.  It’s your story.  
The darkness in your life today is different from his, but 
perhaps just as unexplainable, and perhaps just as 
oppressive.  But Jesus notices your darkness.  I believe 
he says to you, “I am the light of the world.  I have 
always been the light of the world.  I came to bring 
light into the chaos.  In time, perhaps sooner than you 
realize, I will set all things right again, not just for your 
but for all creation.”  This is what Jesus declares to you 
today.  He comes to you to bring healing, restoration, 
peace, salvation, even joy! 
 
But faith is required.  A response is necessary.  Do you 
believe him?  That’s the question.  Will you live from 
this day forward as if this promise will eventually be 
fulfilled?  That doesn’t mean that the darkness is 
dispelled immediately.  It may not be.  But it does mean 
that we can make a decision to refuse to give all of our 
energy to looking back with regret and second-
guessing and doubt.  We even give up trying to explain 
the darkness.  Instead, we begin to look with 
expectation and hope for how God will bring light into 

the midst of the darkness as a sign that it will 
eventually be dispelled completely.    
 
I can’t help but connect the water of the pool back then 
to the waters of baptism today.  I brought our baptismal 
up front this morning to remind us that when we were 
washed in these waters we did, essentially, what this 
man did.  We believed Jesus when he declared to us that 
he is the Light of the world.  And we allowed ourselves 
to be washed in these waters, trusting that they are a 
sign for us of what God is doing not only in our lives 
but in all the world.  Grace was extended.  We 
responded in faith.  We believed.  We washed.  We are 
beginning to see again.  Healing and resurrection will 
follow.  This begins to happen even in this life, 
sometimes even with physical healing.  But even when 
such healing does not come, light is still breaking in.  
One day it will be completely dispel the darkness.  Do 
you believe this? 
 
Some of you know that I was in Albania a week ago 
teaching at the Torchbearers Bible School there.  My 
oldest friend, Mark, helped establish and now runs this 
school.  He and his wife, Ruthie, have served in the 
community there for nearly 30 years now.  Ruthie was 
diagnosed with cancer eight years ago.  Though it went 
into remission, it returned two years ago.  Since then, 
hundreds and hundreds of people have prayed for her 
healing.  Ruthie died last Saturday morning, just before 
I left to come home.  It was a dark day for many, many 
people, especially for my friend, Mark, and his 14 
children, 10 of whom have been adopted.   
 
Yesterday was her memorial service back in Albania.  I 
was able to participate online.  It was a testimony to a 
life extremely well-led.  Ruthie was one of the most 
selfless and loving people I have ever met.  Christ has 
touched countless people through her life, me included.  
But more than a testimony to her amazing life, the 
service was ultimately a testimony to the resurrection 
of Christ.  None of us can explain why such a faithful 
woman, at such a young age, was taken home.  There 
are no good answers.  But instead of looking back with 
regret and doubt, there is a whole community in 
Albania looking for what God is doing in the midst of it 
all, for how God is bringing light out of the darkness.  
In this they have taken their cues from Ruthie herself.  
Until the end, even in the midst of tremendous suffering 
that most of us will never have to endure, she allowed 
her life to bear witness to the goodness of God.  Joy and 
peace and hope characterized her because she knew that 
the resurrection she saw in Jesus’ life was, by God’s 
grace, at work in her own life as well.  I believe that 
now she knows only light. 
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In the middle of this passage, Jesus says a strange thing.  
In verse 4 he declares, “We must work the works of 
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
when no one can work.”  For those of us who have 
received in faith the grace of God in Christ, the promise 
of resurrection and new creation which is already at 
work in and through us, now is the time for us to bear 
witness, just as my friend, Ruthie, bore witness right up 
to her last breath.  In the same way, the blind man, once 
his eyes are full of light, bears witness.  Others begin to 
come to him, wondering if in fact he is the same man 
who used to sit in darkness and beg by the side of the 
road.  His answer is simple, “I am the man.”  When 
they asked him how this happened, he again keeps his 
answer simple, “The man called Jesus [did this].”  I 
like that.  The man called Jesus.   
 
Perhaps no miracle of physical healing like this has 
happened in your life.  Understand that does not mean 
that your witness or testimony is second-rate or 
mundane.  If Christ has come to you with the promise of 
light, and you have placed your faith in him while still 
in the darkness, he has begun to work resurrection into 
your life.  You are becoming a new creation, and are not 
the same person you once were.  He’s not done with you 
yet, by no means.  But he is already at work.  That 
means that you also have a story to tell about the man 
called Jesus.   
 
There are blessings in your life that will be apparent to 
others.  Can you then learn to do what this man did, to 
simply and humbly point to Jesus with every 
opportunity he gives you - in your words, in your 
actions, in your choices, in the way you treat others?  
Whenever people are willing to listen, don’t preach at 
them.  Certainly don’t try to convert them; that’s not 
your job.  Just tell them your story.  Tell them your 
experience with Christ, how he is even now  bringing 
even now you out of darkness into light, and then make 
sure to point to him as the source of this blessing.  Just 
say, “The man called Jesus did this to me.”   
 
In this we join Jesus in his mission of bringing light to a 
dark world.  Remember Jesus said this about us, “You 
are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid.”13   
 
The man Jesus did this to me.  The man Jesus will do 
this to the whole world.   
 
Amen. 
 

 
 

                                                           
13 Matthew 5:14 

The Next Step 
A resource for Life Groups and/or personal 

application 
 
1. Read John 9:1-12 again.  Perhaps even read the 

whole account in John 9:1-41.  What stands out to 
you? 

 
2. What do you think Jesus means when he says in 

verse 3, “Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works 
might be revealed in him.”?   

 
3. When you are in a place of darkness and pain in this 

life, do you believe that Jesus notices you?  Why or 
why not?   

 
4. Are you able to hold on to hope in the midst of 

unexplained suffering in your life or in this world?  
Or do you constantly find yourself restless to find a 
reason? 

 
5. C.S. Lewis declares, “They say of some temporal 

[i.e. in this life] suffering, ‘No future bliss can make 
up for it,’ not knowing that Heaven, once attained, 
will work backwards and turn even that agony into 
glory.”  Do you live with the sense that God will 
bring glory out of the current suffering of your life?   

 
6. What story do you have to tell about the man called 

Jesus?  How has be brought light into the darkness 
of your life? 

 
7. What is one way you believe you can shine the light 

of Christ into the darkness of this world?   
 

8. What is the main thing that Jesus is teaching you 
through this message?  How do you respond?   

 
 
 Table to Table: A question for kids and                              

adults to answer together. 
What do you think that Jesus means when he tell us that he is the 

“Light of the world”?   


