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“ONE  --  Answering Jesus’ Prayer” 

A Message for Worldwide Communion Sunday 
 

Rev. Rick Hull  ---  October 2, 2022  ---  Faith Presbyterian Church of Sacramento 

 



 
11 “And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, protect them in your name that 

you have given me, so that they may be one, as 

we are one…. 
20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also 

on behalf of those who will believe in me 

through their word, 21 that they may all be one. 

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may 

they also be in us, so that the world may believe 

that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they 

may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you 

in me, that they may become completely one, so 

that the world may know that you have sent me 

and have loved them even as you have loved 

me.”  (John 17:11, 20-23, NRSV) 

  


 

It was early September.  Barbara and I were fighting 

off jet-lag after three weeks in Europe.  But it was 

good to be home.  In Paris, we worshipped in a 

lovely church with  brothers and sisters from a host 

of different ethnicities and countries.  And in one 

precious moment, we all spoke the Lord’s Prayer in 

our native languages.  It was a diverse celebration!  

Together, we were the Body of Christ. 

 

Now we were home on the first Sunday of 

September.  That morning, the Gospel was preached 

with life-transforming grace … the Sabbath Sunday 

fellowship was rich … the testimonies of faith, the 

baptisms, and the sound of congregational singing 

in a full sanctuary  brought tears to my eyes.  Home 

again … this, too, was the Body of Christ! 

 

This morning, I want us to re-visit a lot of what we 

know about this Body.  And about our love and 

support and care for each other.  And then we’ll 

express it again, as we approach the Table together.  

One family, in Christ, gathered in deep communion. 

 

This is what Jesus prayed for.  That somehow, 

through the centuries – across a whole world of 

many colors, languages, and world-views, we 

would always be forever bonded in Him.  And, that 

prayer has never been more meaningful or more 

vital than right now in an age of excruciating social 

pain … when division and disunity rip at the fabric 

of our values … when the very foundations of our 

culture – our democracy – and, yes, even our faith 

are shaking with the seismic rumblings of social 

collapse.  And, the oppressive question of the day 

is:  “Will it all  come apart  and crumble?” 

 

Now, this should be no surprise in the Church of 

Jesus Christ.  His last prayer was for a unity of spirit 

that could heal wounds, lift broken hearts, and 

stabilize life in uncertain times.  And everything 

that He prayed for, the powers of darkness, despair, 

and sin will always attack.  They’d do anything to 

damage the greatest love of His heart – the world 

for which He gave His life. 

 

So now we sit – day by day watching the news – 

drowning in waves of painful media – assaulted by 

conspiracy theorists – and being slowly eaten up by  

the selfish greeds,  the angry frustrations,  and the 

lies that have become so entrenched in the social 

consciousness. 

 

The forces of Hell could not be more pleased! 
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Yet, here at the Communion Table  we dare to 

remember that the vile glee of a Good Friday crisis  

is not the last word.  And that when the Devil 

declares victory, he is in for a shocking 

Resurrection Surprise! 

 

Bottom Line:  Jesus’ prayer to the Father is in the 

process of being  answered  by the Spirit.  The last 

word will  NEVER belong to  the forces of division 

and  destruction!  And whenever and wherever we 

take the prayer and promise of scripture seriously, 

the enemy is fighting a losing battle.  It may not 

appear so at first – but as always with our Lord, the 

last word is His – and the last word is coming. 

 

And, at this Communion Table we both hear, and 

speak, that decisive word.  And, the word is  

“ONE”!  We refuse to lose the battle for the soul, 

because Jesus’ prayer for us is being answered here 

at the table.  We  are  ONE! 

 

In the sacrament, we recognize the living presence 

of our reigning Lord.  The Christ who has saved us 

by spilled blood and broken body, has given us each 

other, and brought us together.  And every time we 

come to this place – not just on Worldwide 

Communion Sunday – but every time, we reaffirm 

the “common union” of hearts and lives bonded in 

Him! 
 

So,  now let’s look at the themes in His prayer.  Just 

what is on His mind when He prays for us?  Five 

times in a few short seconds, He uses that precious 

word:  “ONE.”  He is praying for it.  He is insisting 

on it.  By His Holy Spirit,  He is shaping us into it.  

That together you and I – and even saints that we 

will never meet – will be ONE, holding one another 

in the bonds that will spell doom to the  divisions of 

the dark.  That our fellowship will be marked by:  

an extended intimacy, an expanded testimony, and 

an empowered grace.   

 

[1]  We are  ONE  in an  Extended Intimacy  -- 

 

Now, what do we mean by “extended?”  This is a 

commitment of outstretched hearts and hands that 

draws us into the fellowship from wherever life has 

left us.  More than just “hi, how are you” on the 

church patio, this is real, heart-deep relationship.  

Our pleasant acquaintances are genuine gifts, but 

when Jesus prays for you and me, He wants more! 

 

Verse 11  –  He prays that they may be one as  

Father and Son  are one. 

 

Verse 21  --  Now it gets really personal:  The 

Father in me – I in the Father – they in us.  

 

Verses 22 and 23  --  just as we are one -- I in them 

– You in me. 

 

This is the intimacy of  the Body of Christ … 

bearing each other’s burdens, caring for each other 

… with our faith community --  heart-to-heart and  

mind to mind. 

 

We’re surrounded by opportunities.  There’s a 

brother or sister who has been left on the outside … 

someone you know has a health crisis … there’s a 

family making the busy – sometime exhausting – 

adjustments,  with the arrival of that precious new 

baby … there’s a student heading off to campus – 

needing our encouragement and support, when their 

values and faith will be challenged … there’s a 

neighbor who needs just a little boost of resources 

to get ahead of their difficulties and move forward. 

 

There are so many opportunities for individual 

engagement.  But, perhaps, this is also the moment 

to seize them in new ways – to ask what would 

happen if the good we do becomes the catalyst for 

fellowship – for the work we do  TOGETHER.  

That’s the intimacy of our mission! 

 

And then there are all those areas of possible 

division.  We see things differently.  We hold long 

established assumptions that come between us.  We 

carry old bruises that leave our hearts in pain – 

reluctant to trust – separated from each other.  And, 

the walls of division are all too real.   
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Is it possible that we can acknowledge the stress, 

claim the pain, and then try to come together at the 

Table? 

 

Let me offer here my favorite picture of spiritual 

geometry.  It goes like this:  When any two points 

in space grow closer to a third point, they grow 

closer to each other! 

 

And that is why we believers put Jesus Christ – and 

no one else – at the very center of our lives and our 

relationships!  Closer to Him, we are able to bridge 

chasms and break through walls.  Jesus prays for 

those heart-deep connections. 

 

Verse 21  --  the Father in Me … I in the Father … 

them together in us. 

 

Verse 22  --  That people might live as one – like 

we are one. 

 

That is deep!  And, that is sometimes a real 

challenge! 

 

Barbara and attended a conference last spring with 

long-time colleagues.  That morning, I was chatting 

with a friend who lives in another state – which 

shall remain nameless.  I made the mistake of 

mentioning that I had issues with her governor.  She 

immediately, and forcefully, criticized ours.  And 

suddenly the relationship teetered on the precipice 

of political disaster. 

 

We stopped the conversation cold.  We agreed that 

Jesus is Lord, and that He would not want 

disagreement to fracture  our corner of the Body of 

Christ.  We knew we’d disagree – but under His 

authority, we would do it together.  And the bond of 

friendship was saved. 

 

As a card-carrying debater, I’d love to win every 

argument.  But as a believer, I’m learning that that 

privilege doesn’t belong to me.  And when Jesus is 

Lord – He in the Father, and they in each of us – 

when our hearts and attention are turned to Him – 

two diverse points in space can come closer 

together.  And that, indeed,  would be  Extended 

Intimacy.  That’s the answer to His prayer! 

 

Then Jesus prays that we would be 

 

[2]  ONE  in an  Expanding Testimony  -- 

 

And, here is what I call  the “Paradox of Blinders.”  

In a world where social media, and 24 hour news 

cycles dominate our lives -- where every opinion, 

and every action, is shared with a public megaphone 

– there is a paradoxical temptation to live as though 

our issues and our actions are neatly contained in 

tidy, private personal bubbles – where no one really 

cares what we do – where no one else really matters 

– and we can have our own way without 

implications for the larger community.   We are 

seeing it everywhere. 

 

Did anyone really ask, “What would my mother, or 

my grandmother, think if she saw me storm the 

Capitol?”  Or, “What does my Lord think  when I 

do this  or say that?” 

 

When the issues of the day move us to want to 

steam with anger, or scream our frustrations, or 

send the message that will “put those idiots in their 

place” Jesus’ prayer reminds us that:  The World is 

Watching!  We do not live in bubbles!  Everything 

we say and do bears public testimony to something!  

And that can be for ill or for blessing!  Let’s go 

back to the text: 

 

Verse 11  --  the disciples are going to be in the 

world. 

 

Verse 20  --  their witness can cause others to 

believe. 

 

Verse 21  --  this is so that the whole world may 

believe. 
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Verse 23  --  that the world may know the truth of 

Christ – clearing doubts -- bringing Him to the 

needy community. 

 

Jesus is saying that when I am in them – when they 

are One in Me – the message will go out, the 

testimony will become contagious, and the world 

will know my love and redemption. 

 

The world is watching!  But what will they see? 

 

They may see a cross … sometimes etched on t-

shirts and tattooed on the arms of insurrectionists … 

sometimes just hung around unbelieving necks like 

talismans.  And they may wonder what we really 

stand for. 

 

They may watch our churches split over very real – 

and very damaging – controversies, and wonder 

about the  value of any religion  that seems to 

be crumbling in chaos.  Without understanding our 

Lord, they may study our cultural branding, and 

wonder if this is the kind of group they ought to 

identify with. 

 

But the other side is true as well.  Where believers 

build bridges of understanding --  where 

graciousness admits strong differences, and then 

engages in respectful conversation -- where it is 

more important to come together than to overcome -

- the “oneness” of the Kingdom will be its own 

testimony.  And the world will be amazed at both 

our love and our Lord! 

 

This became vivid for me years ago when our 

church hosted an outreach to the Seattle community 

by a Jews For Jesus evangelistic team.  Each 

morning, they met for worship in our chapel, before 

going out to simply share the good news of the 

Messiah.  After one of these services, a new friend, 

Aaron, told me his story. 

 

He had been serving in Jerusalem, in the Israeli 

Defense Force.  It was while he was a soldier  in 

that very troubled part of the world that he came to 

know Christ as his Lord and Savior.  He had no 

faith community to worship with.  So he asked 

around.  Where could he find a group of believers?   

 

He was directed to a house across town.  And on a 

Sunday morning, dressed in his uniform, he 

knocked at the door.  It was opened.  He entered.  

And the room was filled with Palestinians.  Oops!  

 

Aaron said he had never in his life  been so warmly 

welcomed.  This was the place where  Jesus was 

Lord, and everything else was secondary! 

 

I wonder.   How many places are there where our 

oneness in Christ might be the testimony that 

changes minds and transforms hearts? 

 

Finally, Jesus seems to pray that we would be 

 

[3]  ONE  in an  Empowered Grace  -- 

 

Our Lord concludes this part of His prayer   

focusing on love. 

 

Verse 23  --  “that they may become completely 

one, so that the world may know that you have sent 

me, and have loved them as you have loved me.” 

 

That is one of the richest lines in the prayer!  That 

somehow, the world would experience the 

immeasurable love with which the Father loves the 

Son -- the love that sent Him to the cross on our 

behalf -- and the love we now share in a thousand 

practical ways! 

 

Because we are bonded in Him, we can become the 

extension of love that brings grace and graciousness 

to the world! 
 

Now  this evokes  two discordant feelings in me.  

The first is blessing:  “Wow!  What a gift!  An 

overcoming love that reaches beyond my family, 
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my friends, my church ... that can change the 

world!”   

 

The second is:  “Yeah.  Really?  In this climate? 

 

“Look Lord, I know how you love us, how you 

want to love this broken, disheveled world … but 

really?    Aren’t you asking a bit much?  The 

tsunami of human sin is cascading at us, and you 

want us to just stand here and hold it back?  Acting 

with grace sounds really good … until we grasp the 

impossibilities!” 

 

And to our complaint, He seems to reply,  “Yup. 

You’re right. You really can’t pull this off on your 

own.  The crises will be real.  The conflicts will 

continue.  And your efforts will never be equal to 

the task.” 

 

And, to Him, I reply, “Huh?!” 

 

This is where the scripture text is helpful.  It begins 

in verse 22.  “The glory you have given me, I have 

given to them…”  Now, scholars have many 

opinions on  what this means.  It almost seems out 

of place in the paragraph.  Here’s the interpretation 

I like.  The “glory” is the Holy Spirit. 

 

In Ephesians 4, scripture speaks about “the 

unity/oneness we have in the Spirit.”   

 

In 1 Peter, the reference is even more specific:  

“…the glory of the Spirit…” 

 

We know how fragile our love may be … how 

difficult it often is to extend love in the very real 

moment.  We’ll need help!  And that help is -- now 

and always -- at hand!  The grace we need … and 

the grace we will give … is empowered because His 

Spirit can fill us, lead us, and love through us.  

When we are together – when we lean on Him 

together – when we seek Him together – our bond is 

not just with each other, but with the Lord who 

makes us strong together.  

A wounded world needs the love that heals.  He 

sends His fellowship to that world.  But He will not 

send us out alone!  When the Spirit moves, He 

intends to move us together. 

 

 

A few weeks ago, Jeff asked us to see what kinds of 

clothing we might donate to the Mercy Holistic 

Ministry, for homeless and needy folks.  I found all 

kinds of things in the corners of my closet.  Jeff told 

me that the response was huge!  And, I realized 

again how those gifts are enlarged – how that 

practical love is multiplied – when the call goes out 

to a fellowship that serves together. 

 

United in our efforts – one in the Spirit -- the results 

can be immense.  We may not be sure of the power 

of our service, but the Spirit is sure of the power He 

will give.  And amazing things happen when He 

moves through our collective bonds. 

 

Years ago, our church held a summer project doing 

construction at a small seminary in Mexico.  It was 

a delight, and much good was done by the crew.  

While the team was there, they heard that the school 

was without funds to pay for the production of the 

next semester’s curriculum.  What shocked me was 

the discovery that $300 would complete the entire 

project.  Of course, in that day, $300 was a bit more 

than it is today … but really … 

 

I mentioned it in worship the following Sunday, and 

you could feel it in the congregation. With brothers 

and sisters in Mexico – we were one in Christ!  The 

Holy Spirit  moved across  the fellowship that 

morning.  By noon, they had put $1,100 in my 

hands.  In a moment of missional oneness, a love 

was unleashed that went out to students and to 

congregations we would never even meet. 

 

I felt the power of that same “oneness” when Brett 

and Lilian and I spoke with the President of the 

seminary in Ethiopia … and when he sent his 
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gratitude for your scholarship contribution to the 

education of pastors half a world away. 

 

It is just amazing what the Spirit can do when He 

does it through the collected,  united,  grace-filled  

efforts of His people! 

 

That’s what Jesus has been praying about  –  for 

Peter, and John, and James – for the emerging band 

of Apostles  –  AND  for  you  and  me. 

 

That our lives, and our Church, would be marked 

with the oneness of an extended intimacy -- an 

expanded testimony – and a Spirit-empowered 

grace.  That every time we come together … here at 

the Table or anywhere … our bonds in Him would 

be the gift we give each other, and the blessing that 

can impact our world. 

 

 

“The Next Step” 
A Resource for Life Groups and/or Personal 

Application 

 
1. Read through John 17:20-23 again. What stands 

out to you? 

 2. Our Lord is passionate about our unity – about 

our “oneness” together. What else do you hear 

Him saying? 

 3. The “oneness” we experience in Christ leads to 

an intimate fellowship. Can you describe some 

evidences of that bonding at Faith Church?  Can 

you suggest ways that this fellowship might be 

strengthened? 

 4. When we talk about being “one in Christ,” what 

do we mean? How would you explain this to 

someone completely outside of the Christian 

faith? 

 5. A few weeks ago at the All-Church Fall Retreat, 

Jim Edwards reminded us of a cultural influence 

that tends to replace our unity in Christ with the 

demand to be unified in something else.  What 

are some of the competing influences, forces, or 

positions that attempt to take over the center of 

our lives?  How do we keep the Lordship of 

Christ at the center of our life together? 

 6. Have you found it challenging to extend the love 

of Christ – the grace of Christ – to a neighbor, a 

friend, or a family member?  How does the 

movement of the Holy Spirit empower us to rise 

to those challenges, and represent the best of our 

Christian commitment in our relationships? 

 7. What one thing (or what things) might each of us 

do personally in the week ahead that would 

strengthen our bonds in the Body of Christ 

fellowship? 


