                       Worship and the Song of Praise 
Part 3 – The Breakthrough Power of Praise - Acts 16:4-26
                                            September 28th, 2025

Praise causes breakthrough.  Worship brings release.

PAUL’S MISSION  
Acts 16:4-15  As they traveled from town to town…

THE ARREST
Acts 16:16  On the way to a prayer meeting… 
v.22b…the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten. 

beaten – (rahbdizo) sticks and rods.
wounds – (plege) wounds and stripes.

Acts 16:24   Having received this order, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  NIV

THE DESTRUCTION of the PRISON

Acts 16:25  
Along about midnight, Paul and Silas were at prayer and singing a robust hymn to God. The other prisoners couldn't believe their ears.  Msg

Acts 16:25a   About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing.  

Acts 16:26  
and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened.  NIV



       Five Principles of the Breakthrough Power of Praise


1. Praise releases _______________.

Rom. 4:20  Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,  NIV

Ps.106:12  Then they believed his promises and sang his praise.  NIV

Praise is the catalyst which ignites faith causing God to act.
2. God sends his breakthrough power when we __________    to praise Him in the midst of hard times. 

We cannot always control our circumstances, but we can always choose our responses to those circumstances.  (Acts 16:6-10; 16:17a,18)

The choice to praise God in the midst of unexplained, unjustified hardship is a grand act of trust in God’s character.



3. The breakthrough power of praise violently ___________ that which imprisons us.

Praise spiritually DESTROYS what imprisons you.  (Matt.11:12)  
Praise brings RELEASE.
Praise sets you FREE.



4. Seek the __________________ solution first.

Paul and Silas take spiritual (heavenly) action against their physical (earthly) dilemma.   (Gen.1:1; Matt.16:19; Acts 16:36,37)  



5. The breakthrough power of praise sets _______________ free.

Acts 16:26   
Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.  ESV
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