              Timeless Truths for Troubled Times:
              Part 2 - What Abraham Teaches Us in 2026
                                       April 19th, 2026


· Abraham’s Background:

Names: Abram -“exalted father.”   Abraham -“father of a multitude.”
Abraham lived approx. in 2100 B.C.  He lived to age 175.

Abraham learned that righteousness comes through faith, not our efforts.
Abraham was a descendant of Noah from the line of Shem (one of Noah’s sons).
Abraham and Sarah lived in “Ur.”


· The Promise: (Gen. 12:2,3; 13:16; 15:5,6)

Gen.12:2,3   I will make you into a great nation…all the peoples of the earth will be blessed through you.  NIV

 
1.  There is a tendency of the human heart to ______________ the promise of God.

Gen 15:2-6   …And Abram believed the Lord, NLT   (Gen 16:1-3)   


2.  I forget the promise when I choose ______________.

                              The Anatomy of Unbelief: 

a. Abram and Sarai doubted because they drew the wrong conclusion. 

· Don’t assume that God’s “wait” means “no.”  (Gen16:2) 
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b. Abram and Sarai took matters into their own hands.  (Gen.16:1,2)

When you force the issue, and try to circumvent (go around) God’s plan, the result is Ishmael / trouble.

c. Abram and Sarai chose to ignore the promise of God.

Ignoring God’s promise has consequences.  (Gen 16:15; 17:1-6)  
3.  I avoid “forgetting” and “settling” by practicing the __________ of Abraham.

· By practicing the faith of Abraham you avoid the doubt of Abram.   


              Four Elements of the “Faith of Abraham”

Romans 4:18-21
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your offspring be."  Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead--since he was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.   NIV


a.  Faith is “believing” even when everything is ____________ 
     you.                                                                        (Rom.4:18)  



b. Faith is ______________ the facts, not denying reality.  
                      (Rom.4:19)  

· Faith is acknowledging earthly reality while embracing a “higher reality” - a heavenly reality - a God reality.



c. Faith does not _____________.   (Rom.4:20)  



d. Faith is being fully _____________________ toward God’s thinking.                                (Rom.4:21)   

God’s promises: Is 26:3; Rom 8:37; Rom 8:31; Phil 4:19; Jer 29:11.
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