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Main Point:

God uses trials not to destroy our faith, but to develop our faith. What we often see as obstacles, God sees as opportunities for spiritual growth.

1. Trials Are Certain - James 1:2
a. Following Jesus does not exempt us from suffering.
b. No one gets to choose their trials.
c. Instead of asking, "Why is this happening to me?" Ask: "Lord, what are You teaching me through this?"
2. Joy Is A Choice Rooted in Faith – James 1:2
a. The word "count" means to consider, evaluate, or reckon.
b. Christian joy is based on confidence in God's character.
c. Joy is not pretending everything is okay. Joy is believing God is at work even when everything feels wrong.
3. Trials Test and Strengthen Our Faith – James 1:3
a. The purpose of testing is not to show God what kind of faith we have.
b. Testing reveals to us what kind of faith we have.
c. Many Christians want stronger faith but want easier lives. The reality is that stronger faith is usually forged through difficult circumstances.
4. Endurance Leads to Spiritual Maturity – James 1:4
a. One of the greatest temptations during trials is to try to escape them before God finishes His work.
b. Don't waste your trial. Allow God to complete His work in your life.
5. God's Goal Is Our Completeness – James 1:4, Romans 8:29
a. God is in the business of growing His people. God's Goal Isn't Comfort—It's Christlikeness.
b. God's greatest priority isn't our temporary comfort. His greatest priority is our eternal character.

Conclusion:
Trials → Testing → Endurance → Maturity → Completeness
What the enemy intends to use to break you, God intends to use to build you.

Weekly Challenge

1. Identify Your Current Trial
2. Change Your Prayer
3. Practice Gratitude Every Day
4. Encourage Someone Else

