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“Waiting is our destiny. As creatures who cannot by themselves bring about what they hope for, we wait in darkness for a flame we cannot light.  We wait in fear for a happy ending we cannot write. We wait for a not yet that feels like a not ever.  Waiting is the hardest work of hope.”  (John Ortberg)

Psalm 37:7a   Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.  NIV
(Rom.8:23; Rev 22:20)  

· What God does in us while we wait is as important as what it is we’re waiting for.  (Rom 5:3,4) 

· Waiting is part of the process of becoming what God wants us to be. 

Biblical waiting is NOT…passive…about avoiding responsibility.

Waiting on the Lord is a confident, disciplined, expectant, active, sometimes painful clinging to God. 


     Three Requirements to Waiting on the Lord in Prayer
  

1. Waiting on the Lord in prayer requires patient ___________.
                                                                                    (2 Pet 3:8,9a)
Too often we want God’s resources, but we don’t want God’s timing.

· The only job of the “flyer” is to WAIT in absolute TRUST.


2. Waiting on the Lord in prayer requires confident _________________.

Isaiah 32:17   The fruit of that righteousness will be peace; its effect will be quietness and confidence forever.  NIV

When I wait for something, I recognize that I am not in control.

Waiting causes us trust God for what we cannot control.

The single most important activity when waiting on God is prayer. 
God’s voice is never frantic.


3.  Waiting on the Lord requires inextinguishable __________.
                                                                                      (Rom 8:24)  
Rom 8:25
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  ESV

Isaiah 40:30-31 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.  ESV

Birds have three methods of flying: Flapping; Gliding; Soaring.
           
Is 40:31b   they shall run and not be weary;  ESV
Is 40:31  they shall walk and not faint.   ESV


· Because what we wait for is not more important than what happens to us while we’re waiting.


Isaiah 40:31
…but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.  ESV


Assign: If you’re in “God’s Waiting Room” remind yourself that… 

1.  Waiting on the Lord in prayer requires PATIENT TRUST.
2.  Waiting on the Lord in prayer requires CONFIDENT HUMILITY.
3.  Waiting on the Lord requires INEXTINGUISHABLE HOPE.

   (Listen/watch crossroadspodcast.vegas or www.crossroadschurch.vegas)









