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                                    Practicing the Way 
                       Part 3 – Spiritual Formation - B
                                      February 22nd, 2026

“Formation is simply the process by which our ‘spirit,’ or inner person, is formed into a particular shape or character.”(John Mark Comer)

                   Intentional Spiritual Formation: We grow thru…
Practicing Spiritual Habits: Bible study, prayer, fasting, giving, witnessing, solitude, volunteering in church.  

We grow thru…
Community, Truth thru Teaching of God’s Word, The Holy Spirit, Time,  
Suffering.    (John 8:31-32; Ps 119:15,16)  

                  HOW to Approach the Scriptures

1. Choose a _____________  and PLACE to read the Word.

2. Choose a ____________________________ of the Bible.

                            Types of Bible Translations:
· Word for Word (literal)  ESV, NASB
· Thought for Thought (dynamic equivalence)  NIV, NLT
· Paraphrase (free)  MSG, TLB

3. Pray and _____________ reading every day.
                           (Ps 119:18)

New Testament:  Read a gospel - Matthew, Mark, Luke, John.   
                            Read an epistle (letter) – Ephesians, Philippians, 
                            Colossians, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians.
Old Testament: Psalms or Proverbs.

· Better to read slowly with understanding than to read quickly without understanding.


4. Read SYSTEMATICALLY.
Read through an entire book in order and in sequence.


5. Read BIG and ______________.
· Read Macro – BIG: read large portions for CONTEXT.  
· Read Micro – SMALL: read small portions for IMPACT.  


6. Ask ______________________ of the text.                   
              
                         Four Categories of Questions
                       Observation – What does it say?
                       Interpretation – What does it mean?
                       Correlation – What do other verses say? 
                       Applicaton – What truth applies to me today?


7. STUDY ____________ to dig deeper.

                          A Basic List of Bible Study Tools:
App: youversion

Websites:  Bibleproject.com;  Biblegateway.com

Software: Logos.com (advanced)

Concordance: Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the OT and NT

Dictionary: 
· Vines Dictionary of the Old and New Testaments
· Zondervan Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible

Encyclopedia:
· Baker’s Encyclopedia of the Bible
· Zondervan Encyclopedia of the Bible

Topical:
· Nave’s Topical Bible
· The MacArthur Topical Bible

General Study:
· How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth (Gordon Fee, Douglas Stuart)
· How to Read the Bible Book By Book   (    “   )

Bible Study Methods:
· Rick Warren’s Bible Study Methods – Rick Warren
· No More Boring Bible Study – Faith Womac  

8. Three _________________ of God’s Word


a. God’s word brings PEACE into my life.  (Ps.119:165)  

Ps.119:165  
Great peace have they who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble.  NIV

peace – (shalom) completeness, soundness, welfare, peace, health, prosperity, quiet, tranquility, contentment. 



b. God’s Word brings freedom.  (Ps 119:45) 

Ps 119:45 
I will walk in freedom, for I have devoted myself to your commandments.  NLT

freedom – (rahab)  wide, large, liberty, broad expanse, open place, roomy place.



c. God’s Word leads us into life and happiness.  

Psalm 119:35 
Make me walk along the path of your commands, for that is where my happiness is found.  NLT

(Matt 4:4; Lk 4:4; Deut 8:3; Deut 32:45-47a; Joshua 1:8) 
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Assign – This week read Psalm 119.




    (Listen/watch crossroadspodcast.vegas or www.crossroadschurch.vegas)

                   
              
                   




