                         Practicing the Way 
              Part 1 - An Invitation to Belong and to Follow
                                                 February 8, 2026


1. We’ve been ________________ to belong to Jesus.

Rom 1:6    And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  NIV 

called - GK (kletos) summoned, invited, called, to name.
(Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 6:19b,20)


2. Will we __________________ Him?

Matt 28:19a  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,  ESV

disciple – (matheteuo) to be a pupil or a follower.

to disciple – to initiate or instruct a disciple in the ways or teachings of a specific teacher or leader.   (Matt 4:21,22; John 3:16)

apprentice – (Websters Dict.)  To serve another for a prescribed period with a view to learning an art or trade.

One who is learning by practical experience under skilled workers a trade, art, or calling;  ie a carpenter's apprentice or journeyman.
 
To be His apprentice we must…
· BE WITH JESUS
· BECOME LIKE HIM 
· DO AS HE DID


3. Being an apprentice of Jesus is not a ______________.

Matt 11:28-30   Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  ESV

· Jesus invites us to His yoke: His teaching, His way of living.

· Jesus’ yoke must be learned: it isn’t natural.
4. Being an apprentice of Jesus ___________  something.

· Being a true apprentice of Christ will require that you surrender your life to Jesus and His ways.   (Matt 16:24,25)  

Being a true follower or apprentice of Christ will cost you:
a. It will cost you your PRIDE.  (Jms 4:6b)   
b. It will cost you your PRIORITIES.  (Matt 6:33,34a)
c. It will cost some of your TIME.  (1Thess 5:17)  
d. It will cost you your SELFISHNESS.  (Matt 22:37-39)

Love – (agapao verb – agape noun) 

For God: total commitment and total trust.
For neighbor: unselfish love;  Love others like you love yourself.



5. How to develop my ability and ________________ to be an apprentice of Jesus.

(John 6:53; 6:66,67; 6:68)

John 6:68b,69  You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  ESV



6. We must ______________ the PRACTICE OF PRAYER.

a. Schedule a regular time.
b. Find a quiet place.
c. Just do it.  

1. POUR out your heart to God.  (Ps 142:2)
2. ASK him for answers to your needs and problems. (Matt 21:22)
3. THANK God for who He is what He’s done. (Ps 75:1)
4. LISTEN to the voice or heart-promptings of the Holy Spirit.
(1 Kgs 19:11,12; Ps 46:10a)
5. Pray with SCRIPTURE.  (Ps 18:1,2; 37:5; 31:14,15a)
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