                                          REFOCUS 
                              Matt.13 Parables of Jesus  
                      Part 2 – Preparing My Heart to Hear
                                      October 11th, 2026

      sow - to plant or scatter, to set something in motion. (Web. Dict)

1. To hear from God I must CULTIVATE an ___________
MIND.  
(Matt.13:3,4,19  NIV)  Seed along the PATH

A footpath is HARD.  A footpath NARROW.  
· A hard heart will not allow God’s word to penetrate it.
· The hardened path represents the “closed mind.”

Tools Satan uses to steal the seed God wants to plant in you?  
a. PRIDE
b. FEAR
      c.    BITTERNESS 

Never allow any person or experience poison your relationship with God.  

2.  To hear from God I must ALLOCATE ___________ to listen.
(Matt.13:5,20,21  NIV)  ROCKY soil

Matt 13:21  when trouble comes…
trouble – (thilipsis) pressure, affliction, burden, to press or squeeze.
(thilbo)  “The roller used by the Romans for pressing wheat.”
Akin to our modern steam roller.  [A.T. Robertson “Word Pictures]

· The shallow soil represents a superficial mind. 
You become spiritually shallow…
a. Being too busy to hear from God.
b. By not retaining God’s Word through study.

3. To hear from God I must ELIMINATE the _______________.

(Matt 13:7, 22  NIV)   Soil of THORNS and WEEDS

· The thorny soil represents a preoccupied mind.  

Distractions are like thorns/weeds that choke the life out of us.

a. Worries 
worry - (merimnao) to be pulled in different directions.  

b. The deceitfulness of wealth.
deceitfulness [of wealth] - (apate) deception or pleasant illusion.

· A thorn/weed is anything that distracts me from making time to be with God.  

4. To hear from God I must _____________________ with what  
    God says.

(Matt.13:8,23  NIV)  The GOOD soil

· The good soil represents a willing heart.  
Matt 13:23 …the man who hears the word and understands it.

hear – (akouo) to hear, not only the sound, but to hear the meaning and the message spoken. (e.g. “I hear ya”).

understands – (suniemi) to put together mentally, to comprehend, to see the nature, significance or meaning of something.


Assign:  Ask yourself and honestly answer these questions…

What kind of soil are you offering God?
Do you have a closed mind?  
Do you have a superficial mind?  
Do you have a distracted mind? 
Do you have a willing mind?  

     (Listen/watch crossroadspodcast.vegas or www.crossroadschurch.vegas)










