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Definition:  tribulation - (thlipsis) a time of affliction, anguish, persecution, trouble and burden.

This period will last 7 years: the first 3 ½ years known as the tribulation, the last 3 ½ years known as the Great Tribulation.

The Purpose of the Tribulation:
The primary purpose of the Tribulation period is to bring Israel to God and to bring judgement upon the enemies of God.


             The Five Purposes for the Tribulation Period:

1. To Prepare Israel  (Jer 30:7; Zech 13:8,9)
2. To Punish Sinners  (Rev 16:1,2; Is 26:21a)
3. To Prove God’s Power  (2 Thess 2:8)
4. To Reveal Satan’s True Character  (Jn 10:10a; Rev 12:12b)
5. To Provide Salvation  (Rev 7:9;13;14b)


The main players and events during the beginning of the Tribulation Period:

a. The Antichrist will forge a peace treaty with Israel and her enemies.

Dan 9:27a  He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’  NIV


b. The Jewish Temple in Jerusalem is rebuilt.

Rev 11:1  Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there,  NIV 

· The First Temple: King Solomon  (1 Kgs 6-7; 2 Chron 3-4).  
· The Second Temple: began to re-build 538 BC. 
· The Third Temple: The third temple built in Jerusalem by King Herod the Great, begun in 19 BC. 
· The Temple Rebuilt:  (Matt 24:15,16)
· The priesthood
c. The reunited Roman Empire (Daniel chpt. 2,7)

Four world empires that ruled over Israel: 
1. Babylon    2. Medo-Persia   3. Greece    4. Rome.

              The Metallic Man of Daniel chapter 2       
                Empire        -      Described as:
                 Babylon      -    head of Gold
                 Medo-Persia - chest, Arms of Silver
                 Greece         - belly, thighs of Brass
                 Rome           -  iron
                 Rome II (Antichrist)  -  feet, ten toes of Iron, clay


                  The Beasts of Daniel 7            
                 Empire     -      Described as:
          Babylon           -  Lion w eagles wings
          Medo-persia    -  Bear w three ribs in mouth
          Greece            -   Leopard w four wings, four heads
          Rome              -   Beast: teeth of iron, claws of bronze
          Rome II (Antichrist) - Ten horns and little horn


                  Reunited Roman Empire
Phase 1 – Empire ruled by The Group of 10.
Phase 2 – The ten leaders all submit to the Antichrist.
Phase 3 – Antichrist expands his rule to all of the earth.


d. The Judgements: Seal, (Trumpet, Bowl)

Seal judgements: during the first half (first 3 ½ years) of the Tribulation period. (Rev 5:1,2,5)

The Trumpet and Bowl judgements: during the second half (last 3 ½ years) of the Tribulation period.

The First Seal Judgement: Rev 6:1,2  (The Antichrist makes war.)
The Second Seal Judgment: Rev 6:3,4  (Peace is taken from the earth)
The Third Seal Judgment: Rev 6:5,6  (Widespread famine emerges)
The Fourth Seal Judgement: Rev 6:7,8  (Massive casualties (25% pop.)
The Fifth Seal Judgement: Rev 6:9-11  (God’s people killed/martyred.)
The Sixth Seal Judgement: Rev 6:12-17  (Earthquake/cosmic upheaval) 
The Seventh Seal Judgement: Rev 8:1 (unleash Trumpet Judgements)


e. The 144,000 Evangelists

Rev 7:4  Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.  NIV

This verse refers to 144,000 Jewish men:
· “…from all the tribes of Israel.”
· 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes.
· They live during the Tribulation period.
· They become saved, born-again Christians early in the Tribulation.
· They become evangelists spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.
· Their message would result in millions coming to Christ during the Tribulation.

Rev 14:1b …144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.  NIV


f. Religious Babylon/The World Church

Rev 17 says that this apostate false religion…

· will be worldwide (v15).
· will be unfaithful to the truth and embrace blasphemy and lies called the “harlot” (v.1,5,15,16).
· exercise political clout among the nations (v.12,13).
· seem outwardly glorious while being inwardly corrupt (v.4).
· persecute believers during the Tribulation (v.6).
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