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                          Palm Sunday  
                      Jesus Messiah Our Cornerstone 
                                                  April 5, 2020 
 
Palm Sunday: 
Jesus came as the Messiah, the long-awaited king of Israel, who would 
usher in the kingdom of God on earth.   
(Zech 9:9; Mark 11:7-10; Luke 19:35-38; John 12:12-15; Matt 21:4-9) 
 
 
1. What is a CORNERSTONE? 
 
“Cornerstone — the first stone laid in the construction of a building at the 
outer corner of two intersecting masonry walls.”  (Webster’s Dictionary) 
 
“The cornerstone of a large building gives it a reliable and firm 
foundation, leading to the cohesion and stability of the whole building.”  
(Dictionary of Bible Themes, Martin Manser) 
 
 
2. Jesus is OUR Cornerstone. 

“Cornerstone. Architectural term used twice in the New Testament (Eph. 
2:20; 1 Peter 2:6) to speak of the exalted Jesus as the chief foundation 
stone of the church, the cornerstone on which all the building depends. 
The New Testament draws on two Old Testament passages about the 
coming Messiah (Isa.28:16; Zech.10:4).” (Evangelical Dictionary of 
Biblical Theology, Walter A. Elwell Ed.) 

“In any case, the point is that the very foundation of the church is Jesus 
Christ. This was prophesied by the prophets of old and fulfilled through 
the incarnation. Those who believe are blessed and those who stumble 
over that rock chosen by God are condemned.”  (Evangelical Dictionary 
of Biblical Theology; Walter A. Elwell Ed.) 

“The cornerstone is a sure foundation for believers, but a stumbling-block 
for unbelievers. Rejection of the cornerstone leads to stumbling and 
rejection.  (Mt 21:42-44; Mk 12:10-11; Lk 20:17-18; Ps 118:22-23; Isa 
8:13-15; Ro 9:33; Isa 28:16; 1Pe 2:7,8).”   (The Dictionary of Bible 
Themes, Martin Manser) 
                                   
Matthew 21:42   
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone 
the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done 
this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’”?  NIV 
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Ephesians 2:19-20  
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone.  NIV 
 
 
3.  Jesus is the ONLY reliable cornerstone in life. 
 
Isaiah 28:14-16  
Therefore, listen to this message from the LORD, you scoffing rulers in 
Jerusalem.  You boast, “We have struck a bargain to cheat death and 
have made a deal to dodge the grave. The coming destruction can never 
touch us, for we have built a strong refuge made of lies and 
deception.”  Therefore, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: “Look! I 
am placing a foundation stone in Jerusalem, a firm and tested stone. It is 
a precious cornerstone that is safe to build on. Whoever believes need 
never be shaken.   NLT  
 
 
4.  How then should we LIVE? 
 
The cornerstone (or foundation stone or setting stone) is the first stone 
set in the construction of a masonry foundation. All other stones will be 
set in reference to this stone, thus determining the position of the 
entire structure.  (William Jarvis, Time Capsules: a Cultural History. 
Wikipedia) 
 
As we build the “house of our lives” we must build in REFERENCE to the 
cornerstone who is Jesus. 
 
Jesus, the cornerstone, is the reference point, the measure, the guide, 
the example on which the construction of our lives is based upon. 
 
 
5.  I must engage in the great TRANSFER. 
 
“In engineering, a foundation is the element of a structure which 
connects it to the ground, and transfers loads from the structure to the 
ground.  (Karl von Terzaghi, Soil Mechanics in Engineering Practice. 
Wikipedia)    
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What makes a building stable and unshakeable by the earthquakes of 
life, is its ability to transfer its load or weight to the foundation and to the 
ground it sits on. 
 

• We find stability when we TRANSFER the LOAD and WEIGHT 
of our worry onto Jesus our foundation and Cornerstone. 

 
1 Peter 5:7a   
Casting the whole of your care [all your anxieties, all your worries, all 
your concerns, once and for all] on Him, for He cares for you…  AMP 
 

• FOCUS on Jesus not the crisis. 
 
Philippians 4:12-13  
I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have learned 
the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or 
empty, with plenty or little.  For I can do everything through Christ, who 
gives me strength.  NLT 
 
Romans 8:35-37  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship 
or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword [or virus]?  As 
it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered 
as sheep to be slaughtered.”  No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us.   NIV 
 
Ephesians 2:14a  
For he [Jesus] himself is our peace,  ESV 
 
John 14:27  
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  NIV 
 
 
     (Listen/watch crossroadspodcast.vegas or www.crossroadschurch.vegas) 
 
 
 


