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James 1:1  
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 
tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.  NIV 
 
Written around AD 45-49  
 
Background: (written AD 45-49) 
James was the eldest son of Joseph and Mary.  
He was the half-brother of Jesus Christ.   
He had three other brothers – Joseph, Simon, and Jude and two sisters 
whose names are not mentioned in scripture. 
 
James the Unbeliever: 
Mark 6:1-6  (hometown unbelievers) 
 
John 7:1-5 
After this, Jesus stayed in Galilee, going from village to village. He 
wanted to stay out of Judea where the Jewish leaders were plotting his 
death.  But soon it was time for the Festival of Shelters, and Jesus' 
brothers urged him to go to Judea for the celebration. "Go where your 
followers can see your miracles!" they scoffed. "You can't become a 
public figure if you hide like this! If you can do such wonderful things, 
prove it to the world!"  For even his brothers didn't believe in him.   NIV 
 
Mark 3:20,21   
When Jesus returned to the house where he was staying, the crowds 
began to gather again, and soon he and his disciples couldn't even find 
time to eat. When his family heard what was happening, they tried to 
take him home with them. "He's out of his mind," they said.   NLT 
 
 
The Pivotal Event: 
1 Cor.15:3-7   
I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been 
passed on to me—that Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures 
said.  He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on the third day, 
as the Scriptures said. He was seen by Peter and then by the twelve 
apostles. After that, he was seen by more than five hundred of his 
followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
died by now.  Then he was seen by James and later by all the apostles.   
NLT 



 
James becomes a leader of the early church: 
-He is present at the out-pouring of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. 
-After Paul’s conversion, he returns to Jerusalem to receive the blessing 
of church leaders: Peter and James.  (Gal.1:19) 
-He presides over the Jerusalem council in Acts 15. 
 
 
 
           5  Characteristics of an Encounter with Christ 
 
1.  An encounter with Christ is not just ___________________. 
 

• A true encounter with Jesus impacts our will, our mind and our 
emotions. 

 
2 Cor.5:7  We live by faith, not by sight.  NIV 
 
 
2.  An encounter with Christ will change your _____________. 
 
Luke 19:5-9   
When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and called him by 
name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come down! I must be a guest in 
your home today.”  Zacchaeus quickly climbed down and took Jesus to 
his house in great excitement and joy.  But the people were displeased. 
“He has gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled.  
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I will give half 
my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have cheated people on their taxes, I 
will give them back four times as much!” Jesus responded, “Salvation 
has come to this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a 
true son of Abraham.  NLT 
 

• When you encounter Christ, He will change your values, your 
thinking and therefore, your direction. 

 
 
3.  An encounter with Christ will set you __________. 
 
John 8:36  
So if the Son sets you free, you are truly free.  NLT 
 
John 8:36   
So if the Son sets you free, you are free through and through.  MSG 
 



4.  An encounter with Christ will bring ____________ to your 
heart. 
 
John 14:27   
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.   NIV     
 
 
 
5.  To have an encounter with Christ you must _____________ 
and ___________ him with all of your heart. 
 
Acts 16:31a  
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,   ESV  
 
believe – (pisteuo) believe, trust, rely-on, have confidence-in. 
 
Psalm 63:1   
O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you;  my soul thirsts for you, 
my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  
NIV 
 
Hebrews 11:6  
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw 
near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 
seek him.  ESV 
 
James1:1   
…James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ... NIV 
 
 
(Listen/watch crossroadspodcast.vegas or www.crossroadschurch.vegas) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


