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14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that 

you may be blameless and innocent, children of God 

without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 

generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the 

day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or 

labor in vain. 17 Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 

offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am 

glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also should 

be glad and rejoice with me.  Phil 2:14–18 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Devotion (Phil 2:14) 

Charles Spurgeon was a preacher that often used humor in his sermons. One 

morning, Spurgeon was preaching about complaining and he told a story about a 

wagon wheel and a donkey. Spurgoen shared… 

A heavy wagon was being dragged along a country lane by a team of oxen. The 

axles groaned and creaked terribly, when the oxen turning around thus addressed 

the wheels, "Hey there, why do you make so much noise? We bear all the labor, 

and we -- not you -- ought to cry out!" Those complain first in our churches who 

have the least to do. The gift of grumbling is largely dispensed among those who 

have no other talents, or who keep what they have wrapped up in a napkin.  

Christians are mistaken when they believe that all God cares about is our faith. On 

the contrary, God cares deeply about our character. We are image bearers of God, 

and in this way we are visible representations of who He is and what He is like. 

While the words of Spurgeon may seem harsh, the message is that those who 

complain do so because they are of the world (no other gifts referring to the gifts 

given to us by the Spirit) or they are concerned only with themselves (they have 

gifts but do not use them for the good of all).  

Notice how Paul uses the words “grumbling” and “disputing”. The two words can be 

understood as a pathway, whereby one thinks and in thinking they act. Grumbling 

starts in our hearts. We may think a certain way about someone or something that 

produces a feeling in our hearts. One commentator has said, “Nowhere does the 

self-centred heart of man more quickly take control than through the machinery of 

criticism and the promptings of self-interest.” On the other hand, disputing covers 

our actions towards other. Therefore, in this passage Paul has in mind the totality of 

our thoughts and actions toward others.  

Memory Verse: Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world.” Phil 2:14-15  

 
 



 
 

Discussion  

As a family, discuss how where you have found yourself grumbling and disputing. 

How does this represent God’s heart? How are you using your gifts for the good of 

others? 

Parents: This is a great opportunity to show your  children how the gospel changes 

sinners.  

Decision (pray) 

Spend time praying together as a family. Determine how you should respond to the 

discussion tonight.This is a great opportunity to teach your children how to pray. 

Below is an example of a guided prayer.  

    A - Adoration: tell God how amazing he is. (Ps. 66:3) 

    C - Confession: confess your sins and ask God for forgiveness. (1 John 1:9) 

    T - Thanksgiving: tell God what you are thankful for. (Ps. 69:30) 

    S - Supplication: share your needs with God. (Phil 4:6) 

Catechism  

Q: What is the law of God stated in the 10 Commandments? 

 

A: You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol. You 

shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God.  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping 

it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not commit 

adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.  

 

 

 

Devotion (Phil 2:15) 

 
 



 
 

One evening in 1575 Benjamin Franklin walked out of his Philadelphia home and 

attached a lantern at the end of a long bracket to the outside of his house. One 

biographer wrote, “He kept the glass brightly polished and carefully lit the wick 

each evening at the approach of dusk. Anyone walking on the dark street could see 

this light from a long way off and came under its warm glow.” Every night his 

neighbors, and those who would pass by his house would compliment the light, and 

soon those living next to him began to add their own lanterns outside of their 

house. Before long, the entire city began to light the streets throughout 

Philadelphia.  

Paul was deeply concerned about the character of the Philippian church because 

their character was important for their witness. In Matthew 5:16 Jesus says, “Let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father who is in heaven.” Why was Paul concerned about the character of the 

Philippians, and our character as well? It is because Christians should look distinctively 

different from the rest of the world, because we are not like the rest of the world.  

Imagine that Benjamin Franklin never shared his light with his neighbors. It is 

reasonable to assume that they would have continued to live in darkness. In the same 

way, when we shine the light of the gospel into the darkness of those around us, more 

light will be produced.  

 

Memory Verse: Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world.” Phil 2:14-15 

 

 

 

 

Discussion  

 
 



 
 

As a family, discuss what it means to hold fast to the word of God. How does our 

obedience affect our witness? 

 

Decision (pray) 

Spend time praying together as a family. Determine how you should respond to the 

discussion tonight.This is a great opportunity to teach your children how to pray. 

Below is an example of a guided prayer.  

    A - Adoration: tell God how amazing he is. (Ps. 66:3) 

    C - Confession: confess your sins and ask God for forgiveness. (1 John 1:9) 

    T - Thanksgiving: tell God what you are thankful for. (Ps. 69:30) 

    S - Supplication: share your needs with God. (Phil 4:6) 

Catechism  

Q: What is the law of God stated in the 10 Commandments? 

 

A: You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol. You 

shall not misuse  the name of  the LORD your God.  Remember the  Sabbath day by 

keeping it holy. Honor your father and your mother. You shall not murder. You shall not 

commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony. You shall not covet.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 


