
Lesson 16 — The ARK 

�

“Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50 

cubits, and its height 30 cubits.” 

[Genesis 6:14-15] 

Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD and became God’s chosen vessel of salvation for 
the survival of the human race. The promised seed of the woman was carried onto the ark 
and secured through Noah and his offspring. The cursed seed of Satan was destroyed 
through the flood along with the rest of the ungodly. God’s purpose for mankind and His 
plan of redemption could not be stopped.  

The LORD had bigger plans — a promised hope and a future — but first He had to get 
Noah and his family through the most catastrophic event in human history. Just as Noah was 
God’s chosen vessel, Noah needed a vessel of his own to weather the storm and survive the 
global flood.  

Of course, God had disclosed His plan to Noah in advance. There was only one way to 
survive the coming flood. Noah was instructed to build a boat. But not just any boat — an 
ark — a massive, intricate wooden vessel that would safely shelter the remaining remnant of 
life on the planet. As we will see, the ark was a combination of divine instruction and human 
invention. On one hand, the ark was a sea-worthy ship that was precisely and perfectly 
engineered to survive the catastrophic conditions of the flood. On the other hand, the ark 
was a God-sized assignment that certainly required God-sized assistance. 

As Bible believers, we must view the ark both from a practical and supernatural perspective. 
The historical credibility of Noah’s ark has been attacked, disparaged, and mocked by a 
majority of modern scholars, skeptics, and evolutionary “scientists,” causing many to doubt 
the reliability of God’s word and even deny the faith. Noah’s ark has been successfully 
classified by the mainstream academic community as a religious myth at best and an absurd 
fairytale at worst. Sadly this line of thinking has gained a foothold in the church, where the 
average church member rejects the historical validity of Noah’s ark and the global flood.  

But our faith must not be shaken!  

IN THE BEGINNING �63



Bible-believing Christians need to know that there is an established wealth of knowledge 
and information that provides legitimate answers to our most challenging questions. 
Questions like, “how did all those animals fit on the ark?” … or “how did Noah and his 
family feed and take care of all the animals?” … or “how did a wooden ship survive such 
violent conditions?” … or “How could the flood waters cover the whole earth?” 

You may be surprised to discover that there are sound scientific explanations that 
demonstrate how Noah’s ark was not only possible but also provable. We now have 
practical, real-life models of Noah’s ark that put everything into perspective from a purely 
scientific framework. In other words, Noah’s ark is no fairytale. The ark is real history! 

While it is important that we can provide a scientific explanation for Noah’s ark, it is just as 
important that we acknowledge the authority and sufficiency of God’s word. We don’t need 
science to validate the Bible. The Bible is the reliable Word of the living God and all other 
things are measured by it, not vice versa. Science doesn’t make the Bible true. It is true.  

It would be irresponsible and unbiblical to try and strip away the supernatural elements of 
Noah’s ark. The Bible is a supernatural book that reveals supernatural events in history, and 
the ark is no exception. Obviously the LORD’s intervention must be taken into account, as 
He played a significant role in helping Noah accomplish this extraordinary assignment. So 
we must acknowledge that just because the ark could have worked practically, it does not 
mean that we must remove God from the equation.   

❖ Read Genesis 6:11-22. Write down as many details about the ark as you can. Why should 
we read this account as literal history and not symbolically?  

Putting Things into Perspective  

We have been conditioned by a pop-culture image and interpretation of Noah’s ark without 
even realizing it. Entire generations have grown up with toy models, Sunday school 
illustrations, and nursery motifs that effectively have eliminated the sheer mass of this 
amazing vessel. These images grossly misrepresent the literal dimensions of Noah’s ark and 
reinforce the fairytale perception that feeds modern skepticism.  

Thankfully, we now have ministries like Answers in Genesis, that have painstakingly 
undertaken the task of reconstructing a life-size ark to help put everything in its proper 
perspective. We aren’t dealing with a toy boat. The ark was over 500 Feet long, 85 feet wide 
and over 50 feet tall with three intricately designed decks to house thousands of animals.  
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The more we study the engineering behind ark, the more we discover how Noah and his 
family pulled it off with God’s help. Nearly every culture and civilization has an ancient flood 
legend that follows the same basic story, but of all the legends around the world, only the 
Bible provides the true, historical account. So if the Bible is true and can be trusted, then we 
should expect the details to add up. The ark was perfectly designed by God with precise 
dimensions to accomplish its purpose. It would have been properly weighted and balanced 
to weather the flood. It would have been designed with perfect efficiency and capacity to 
house and care for the animals. Let’s take a closer look at some of the details.  

Make Room for Every Kind 

One of the most common objections to the reliability of the ark encounter is that there 
simply was not enough room for the tens of thousands of animal species we have on earth 
today. A closer look, however, proves that Noah was never commanded to take two of every 
species on the ark, but rather two of every “kind.” Modern zoologists agree that there is 
great species variety among the larger “family” or “genus” groups in the animal kingdom.  

This is extremely significant because it means, for example, that Noah was not required to 
take every species of dog onto the ark, but only two of the canine kind. All the genetic 
species variation within the dog kind would have been encoded in two generic dogs, which 
then allows for the variety of dog breeds we have today. In other words, Noah did not need 
every species of animal, but only basic kinds. This significantly reduces the number of 
animals and fits them all well within the ark.  

“So far, the current estimate of living and extinct vertebrate families is about 950. 
While we will continue to evaluate these families to see if they should be split up or 
combined with other families for our final estimate of the “kinds,” 950 families is a 
good approximation. Given that most animals were brought onto the Ark by twos, 
while “clean” birds and mammals were brought by sevens, this means that Noah 
cared for approximately two thousand land-dwelling vertebrate animals.” [Answers 
in Genesis] 
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Furthermore, it is estimated that Noah’s ark had the capacity potentially to house as many as 
16,000 animals, assuming they required the same floor space as animals in typical farm 
enclosures and laboratories. This is far more than necessary. Not only were the vast majority 
of the creatures (birds, reptiles, and mammals) small, but also they could have been housed 
in groups, which would have further reduced the required space.  

But what about the larger animals, such as giraffes, elephants, and even dinosaurs? How 
could they fit? The answer is quite simple, actually. It is almost certain that the animals on the 
ark were young. Even the largest dinosaurs were relatively small when only a few years old. It 
makes more sense to think that God would have sent to Noah juveniles or smaller varieties 
within the same kind. Consider the following advantages of bringing juveniles versions of 
each creature: 

1. They take up less space. 
2. They eat less. 
3. They create less waste. 
4. They are often easier to manage. 
5. They are generally more resilient. 
6. They would have more time to reproduce after the flood.

These are but a few practical explanations that support the historical credibility of the ark 
and provide answers to some of the most common objections. In short, the ark was a God-
sized project, but also it was real-life partnership with Noah that required practical planning 
and thoughtful design. With a little perspective, the Genesis account of Noah’s ark is real 
and reliable. 

❖ Read Genesis 6:17-19, 7:1-7 and John 14:6. What was the only way of salvation in Noah’s 
day? How is the ark a picture of the gospel message of salvation? 

❖ Read Matthew 7:13-14. How does the warning of Jesus correspond both to the days of 
Noah and our present generation?  

   
❖ Read Genesis 7:15-16. What important detail do we discover from this passage? What is 

so significant about how this image is portrayed and how does it relate to our own eternal 
security? 
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Lesson 17 — The FLOOD  

�

“In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of 
the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of 

the heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.” 

[Genesis 7:11-12] 

The very moment that the LORD shut and sealed the door of the ark, the Creator unleashed 
the most devastating and comprehensive global catastrophe upon His creation. No flesh 
would survive — save Noah, his family, and the creatures on the ark. The face of the earth 
would be wiped clean and purged of all the ungodly. The evil seed of the Serpent was at 
least temporarily cut off, allowing the LORD to start over with eight souls.  

The global flood of Noah’s day truly is one of the most significant moments in God’s story of 
redemption. God’s gracious provision combined with Noah’s faithful obedience saved the 
human race from ultimate destruction. God’s eternal plan of salvation would prevail and the 
promised hope of the Messiah would survive. 

When we begin to investigate the overall impact of the global flood, however, there is much 
more than meets the eye. The secular scientific community scoffs at the notion of a world-
wide flood, but the Bible leaves no room for debate. The evolutionists push their own 
version of natural history, using “geologic columns” of vast ages to explain the mass fossil 
deposits all over the world, but the flood of Noah’s day provides the true explanation.  

As a matter of fact, every corner of this vast earth puts the evidence of the flood on display. 
From the breathtaking beauty of the Grand Canyon to the ancient underwater ruins all over 
the world, God has not left us without a witness. The rocks and fossils themselves cry out 
that there is a Creator God who judged the earth with a flood of unimaginable proportions. 
In the same way that we cannot explain the past without the global flood, neither can we 
understand the future without it. Judgment came. Judgment will come again. 

“For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the 
earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, and that by 
means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But 
by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly." [2 Peter 3:6-7] 
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The Flood — Global or Local 

There are a considerable number of respected Biblical teachers and scholars who suggest 
that the flood of Noah’s day did occur in history past but that it was a localized flood, not 
global. The local flood view proposes that God only flooded the region of the ancient 
Middle East and that the Bible was using exaggerated language to describe this event. Does 
the local flood view stand up to scrutiny? Not even close.  

❖ Read Genesis 6:13,17, 7:17-24. What language does the Bible use to describe Noah’s 
flood? When reading the text at face value, how should the reader understand the extent 
of the flood? Why? 

❖ Read Genesis 9:8-17. What was the covenant that the LORD made with mankind and all 
living creatures on the earth? If Noah’s flood was just a local flood, how does that prevent 
God from keeping His promise?  

A local flood interpretation of Genesis fundamentally undermines the Word of God and 
essentially calls God a liar. If that wasn’t bad enough, the local flood scenario practically is 
implausible and frankly ridiculous. If Noah’s flood was only a localized flood, then why go 
through all that trouble to build an ark? Why didn’t God just warn Noah and tell him to move 
to safer ground? If the flood was only local, then why go through the trouble of gathering 
the animals? Surely plenty of animals would have survived and even avoided a local flood.  

Beyond that, the earth itself bears witness to a global, catastrophic event in our past that has 
left behind evidence of massive water erosion and layers of sedimentary deposits all around 
the wold. Marine fossils can be found on the highest mountain peaks on the planet. There 
can only be one explanation … the entire earth was completely covered in water, 
fundamentally changing the face of the planet.  
  
Uniformitarianism vs Catastrophism  

When a geologist or archaeologist studies a rock formation, he will essentially draw 
conclusions and make inferences about the past from two possible perspectives. The 
popular, evolutionary theory about the past is called uniformitarianism, which proposes that 
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everything we observe in the natural world can be explained by constant, gradual, natural 
processes that have occurred over millions, if not billions, of years.  

For example, from an evolutionary perspective, it is assumed that every rock layer in the 
Grand Canyon (Arizona) was laid down gradually and uniformly over millions of years so that 
each defined layer represents vast ages of time. It is also assumed that the Colorado River 
has been carving through the rock layers, creating the vast canyon we see today. The 
uniformitarian simply counts the layers and calculates the age of the rocks, as well as the age 
of the fossils in the rocks.  

On the other hand, the catastrophic viewpoint provides an entirely different explanation for 
the geological formations all over the world. Instead of viewing the rock layers of the Grand 
Canyon through the lenses of natural, uniform processes, the creationist sees substantial 
evidence for a catastrophic event in the past that totally rearranged the topography of the 
earth in rapid fashion — laying down the sedimentary rock layers at one time.  

Scientists were amazed to discover the power of natural catastrophe in 1980 when observing 
the aftermath of the volcanic eruption of Mt. Saint Helens in Washington. The massive 
mixture of hot ash, mud, and rock deposits completely changed the landscape around the 
volcano. In a matter of days, a massive canyon was carved and sedimentary rock layers were 
deposited that resemble that of the Grand Canyon. The canyon at the base of Mt. Saint 
Helens obviously is on a much smaller scale — about 1/40th the size of the Grand Canyon — 
but it proved that the right catastrophic conditions have the power to rapidly change the 
topography of the earth and create new geological formations in a short amount of time.   

Now ask yourself, if one average-sized volcanic explosion can rearrange the face of the earth 
and create hundreds of “rock layers” in a matter of days, then what could a flood of global 
proportions do to the earth in one year?  
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The global flood of Noah’s day was more than simply 40 days of rain. The Bible tells us that 
fault lines burst open, the foundations of the earth were shaken, tectonic plates were shifting 
rapidly, volcanos erupted, and immense subterranean water pressure exploded with atomic 
force. The ark was more than a boat. It was a bomb shelter!  

❖ Read Genesis 7:11, 8:2 and Job 38:16-17. What can we learn in these passages about 
catastrophic activity that caused the global flood?     

❖ Read Psalm 104:5-9. How do we know this passage is describing the flood? What 
interesting detail does God give in verse 8? Have you ever considered that the highest 
mountains on earth today could have been pushed up very rapidly? Why or why not? 

The Fossil Record 

One of the most successful propaganda tools used in the evolutionary camp has been the 
popularized “geologic columns” of ancient history. These man-made, imaginary charts 
attempt in vain to tell the evolutionary story of the past by identifying certain historical 
“eras” by the various rock layers and the fossils therein. Secular scientists cleverly have 
inserted the geologic timetables into public school text books and dogmatically teach them 
as undisputed, scientific fact, but nothing could be further from the truth.  

There is essentially one way a living organism or animal can be fossilized. Certain conditions 
and criteria must be met. If an animal dies and remains exposed to the natural elements and 
scavengers etc… it will only take a matter of days/weeks before that animal decomposes 
and eventually disintegrates back into dust. The primary way an organism can be fossilized is 
when it is rapidly buried in mud or sediment, leaving its body intact and allowing for the 
petrification process to take place, which hardens and preserves the remains. Fossilization 
does not take vast amounts of time. Under the right conditions, fossils actually form quickly.   

What would we expect to find as a result of a global flood? We could expect to find mass 
burial graveyards of millions of animals, plants and living organisms located all over the 
world. And what do we find? Precisely that. Only a global flood provides the legitimate 
explanation of how so many living organisms were rapidly buried in liquid sediment and 
mud, only to fossilize and be preserved in the various rock layers left behind after the flood. 
The evolutionary fairytale of vast geologic ages cannot explain the fossil record. Next time 
you see a rock layer or fossil, remember, you are seeing evidence of the global flood! 
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Lesson 18 — DINOSAURS  

�

“Behold, Behemoth, which I made as I made you; he eats grass like an ox … He is the first 
of the works of God; let him who made him bring near his sword!” 

[Job 40:16, 19] 

Dinosaurs have been captivating the minds and imaginations of little children and adults 
alike for generations. But where do they fit in the Biblical narrative? After all, hasn’t science 
proven that dinosaurs lived millions of years ago and then became extinct long before 
mankind arrived on the scene? What does the Bible say about dinosaurs? Did Noah bring 
dinosaurs on the ark? Is there any evidence that mankind lived alongside dinosaurs? 

All of these questions and more deserve to be answered from a Biblical worldview, which is 
why dinosaurs get an entire lesson unto themselves. While naturalistic evolution conveniently 
places dinosaurs in a prehistoric Jurassic age that supposedly took place hundreds of 
millions of years ago, the Bible provides a much different testimony.  

God created the heavens and earth and everything in them in six, ordinary, 24-hour days. 
The Biblical record demonstrates that the creation itself actually is around 6,000 years old, 
nowhere close to the proposed billions of years of evolutionary history. The Bible also says 
that God created all the animals after their own kind on Days 5-6 of creation week. That 
means that the dinosaur kind would have been created by God about 6,000 years ago.  

Furthermore, the global flood of Genesis explains how the dinosaurs were buried alive, 
creating massive dinosaur fossil beds found all over the earth. And you may be surprised to 
discover that Noah would have had ample room on the ark to fit the numerous dinosaur 
kinds, especially considering that even the biggest dinosaurs most likely were young 
juveniles and much smaller than the full-size adults.  

Whether or not you have ever considered such claims, let’s take a deeper dive into the 
Biblical, archaeological, and historical evidence that rewrites the script on dinosaurs. 

“Can you draw out Leviathan with a fishhook or press down his tongue with a cord? 
Can you put a rope in his nose or pierce his jaw with a hook? … Who can open the 
doors of his face? Around his teeth is terror. His back is made of rows of shields, shut 
up closely as with a seal.” [Job 41:1-2, 14-15] 
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Dinosaurs in the Bible 

Many skeptics and believers alike are more than surprised to discover that dinosaurs are 
mentioned in the Bible. The word “dinosaur” literally means “terrible lizard” and wasn’t 
coined until the mid 1800s, when huge reptilian creatures began to emerge in the fossil 
record. Before the term dinosaur became popularized, there was another universal word 
used for these massive reptiles — dragons.  

The word dragon is found in English Bible translations over 30 times, being used both 
figuratively and literally. The Hebrew term most often translated as “dragon” in the Old 
Testament is the word — tanniyn. This word has a variety of meanings, including serpent, 
monster, beast, great fish etc… For example, when God created “the great sea creatures” 
on Day 5, the Hebrew word tanniyn is used.  

Furthermore, the Bible also makes reference to Leviathan as a dreadful dragon or ancient 
sea monster that causes fear in hearts of men. Although Leviathan can be interpreted 
symbolically as the chaos and darkness of the sea and even spiritually as the great Serpent 
or Dragon — aka the devil — the Bible also describes this dragon in striking detail, which 
only makes sense if it also were a real creature.  

❖ Read Job 41. Write down as many details about the Leviathan as you can. Do you think 
this passage is describing a literal creature? Why or why not? 

The book of Job also provides another detailed description of a beast called the behemoth 
that “ranks first among the works of God” [Job 40:19]. Although many Bible commentaries 
try to classify this animal as an elephant or hippopotamus, the Bible paints a different picture 
entirely. There is no creature alive today that meets all the criteria for the behemoth. 

❖ Read Job 40:15-24. How does God describe the behemoth in this passage? What type of 
dinosaur matches the description of behemoth?  
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Dinosaurs in History 

What do the writings of Alexander the Great, Beowulf, Marco Polo, and Saint George have 
in common? You guessed it. These ancient chronicles all make reference to dragon 
encounters. Before you dismiss these legends as pure fantasy, you should study the 
overwhelming testimony throughout the ancient world that provide detailed descriptions of 
real dragons. Nearly every civilization has some form of dragon legend, which gives 
credence to the fact that dinosaurs once lived as contemporaries to mankind.  

“The dragons of legend are strangely like actual creatures that have lived in the past. 
They are much like the great reptiles which inhabited the earth long before man is 
supposed to have appeared on earth. Dragons were generally evil and destructive. 
Every country had them in its mythology.” [World Book Encyclopedia, 1973, p. 265] 

Furthermore, there have been major archaeological discoveries of ancient artifacts that 
clearly depict dinosaurs — often alongside man and other animals. These detailed artifacts, 
stone carvings, and cave drawings predate the modern classification of dinosaurs, which 
means that the humans who made them would have seen these dinosaurs with their own 
eyes. It is impossible for an evolutionists to admit that humans and dinosaurs were 
contemporaries in the past because such an admission would immediately discredit their 
theory and destroy the foundations of the evolutionary timeline.   

Dinosaurs in Archaeology 

Finally, it is important to understand that the archaeological evidence and fossil record 
actually is in favor of Biblical creation. For example, there have been dozens of discoveries in 
the past 20 years of soft tissue and even red-blood cells in fossilized dinosaur bones. To 
date, there has been no adequate evolutionary answer to explain why soft, organic tissue 
has been found in fossils that are supposedly hundreds of millions of years old. These 
discoveries prove that dinosaurs are more likely thousands, not millions of years old. When 
all the evidence is gathered, it becomes clear that dinosaurs were made by God on Day 6 of 
creation week and lived alongside humans before gradually going extinct.  
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Lesson 19 — A BRAVE NEW WORLD  

�

“And in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark came to rest on 
the mountains of Ararat.” 

[Genesis 8:4] 

After enduring the catastrophic chaos and violent forces of the global flood for 150 days (5 
months), Noah’s ark finally rested somewhere on the mountain ranges of Ararat, which is on 
the eastern border of modern-day Turkey. It would take another 7 full months for the waters 
to subside and the earth to thoroughly dry out so that Noah, his family, and the animals 
could safely leave the ark. All in all, they spent just over one year on the ark. The year was 
approximately 2350 B.C., or some 1,650 years from the beginning of creation.  

When Noah finally stepped off the ark, he would recognize little from the world that existed 
before the flood. The old world perished. Noah was walking into an entirely new world. The 
catastrophic effects of the flood cannot be overemphasized. Everything changed.  

Earth’s original land mass was changed due to sudden breaks in the fault lines and the rapid 
movements of tectonic plates. Subsequent continental collisions would have totally 
rearranged and reformed the topography of the earth’s surface creating high mountain 
peaks. Subduction in the earth’s mantle would have formed massive ocean trenches and 
created much deeper seas. The violent tectonic activity would have disrupted and possibly 
reversed the magnetic field of the earth. The earth’s atmosphere likely would have been 
affected, and new weather patterns would have emerged. The climate dramatically would 
have changed, eventually sending the planet into an ice age. It is likely that Noah and his 
descendants would have experienced the very first winter on earth. 

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, 
day and night, shall not cease.” [Genesis 8:22] 

Furthermore, plant and animal life would significantly have been different. It would take 
several generations to see variations within kinds emerge and expand on the earth. Human 
lifespans would begin to significantly drop, and humanity would have to start all over from 
scratch. All the knowledge, ingenuity, invention, and innovation necessary to reestablish 
human civilization was preserved on the ark. But before Noah could get back to work, he 
had a higher priority. Noah’s first act after the flood would be to worship! 
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The Heart of Worship 

Like his forefathers before him, Noah was well aware of his need for atonement to be 
forgiven and restored to God. Noah built an altar to the LORD and offered sacrifices in faith 
as his very first act of worship upon leaving the ark. It is easy to read past this and miss the 
significance of Noah’s obedience.  

In the aftermath of the flood, nothing but death was left in the wake of God’s judgment. 
Only Noah and his household survived. Noah understood both the severity and the kindness 
of God. Noah was a first-hand witness to the righteous indignation of a Holy God, and at the 
same time he was a direct recipient of the lovingkindness of a merciful God. He and his 
family deserved to die with the rest of mankind but were saved by God’s amazing grace. The 
blood sacrifices served as a tangible reminder to Noah and his family that without the 
shedding of innocent blood, there is no forgiveness of sin. 

As Noah stepped off the ark, he desired one thing and one thing alone. He desired God’s 
favor and presence and therefore approached the LORD the only way he knew how.  

❖ Read Genesis 3:21, 7:1-2. Who initially established the pattern of atonement? How was 
Noah made aware of the necessity of atonement? What other episode from the early 
chapters of Genesis emphasized the necessity of atonement? 

❖ Read Genesis 8:14-19. What was God’s command and immediate commission for Noah 
and his family? How is this connected to Genesis 1:26-28 and Matthew 28:18-20? 

❖  Read Genesis 8:20-22. How did the LORD respond to Noah’s act of worship? Read 2 
Corinthians 2:14-17. How does Paul describe followers of Christ? What is most pleasing to 
God according to this passage? 
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Releasing the Dove 

Once Noah could safely open the window to the ark, he first released a raven and then a 
dove to determine if the waters had subsided from the earth. After returning several times, 
the dove finally left and never returned. Again, it is easy to miss the deeper meaning. The 
language in this passage is rich with prophetic symbolism, and nothing in God’s word is a 
coincidence. Everything must be interpreted through the rest of Scripture.  

❖ Read Genesis 8:6-12. What stands out to you in this passage? Read Matthew 3:13-17. 
What is happening in this scene? How is the Holy Spirit described and how does this 
connect to Genesis 8? 

❖ Read Genesis 1:1-2. Discover as many connections between the original creation and the 
recreation after the flood. 

The New Normal 

As mentioned earlier, Noah and his family walked into a brave new world after the flood. It 
would take years for the earth to be replenished with life and for the environment to be reset 
to its natural rhythms. Historical models and archaeological discoveries suggest that the 
aftereffects of the flood most likely sent the earth into a cooling phase that would eventually 
produce the ice age.  

The massive glacial formations and ice caps are evidence today that a large portion of the 
earth experienced a period of rapid freezing along with massive blizzards. Even the great 
frozen continent of Antartica contains frozen fossils of plants and animals that once lived in 
warm, even tropical, environments. The fossil evidence proves that Antartica was once filled 
with lush vegetation and abundant life. In other words, the earth as we know it today bears 
little resemblance to the pre-flood planet.  

The initial conditions after the flood would almost certainly be intensely difficult and volatile. 
Life would hard for the earliest antediluvian generations. Instead of year-round growing 
seasons producing an abundance of food, there would be seasonal periods of growth 
followed by harsh winters. All of the early post-flood civilizations were forced to settle in the 
warmer and more moderate climates, as the colder regions became uninhabitable. Although 
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there are few details provided in the Bible, we still can learn some things about the post-
flood world in Genesis. 

❖ Read Genesis 8:22. What critical details does this verse provide? What can we infer about 
the climate of the pre-flood world based on what we read in this verse? 

❖ Read Genesis 9:1-7. What do we learn in this passage about the changes in man’s diet and 
his relationship to animals? What other consequences would these things have on the 
post-flood world? 

❖ What is the significance of Genesis 9:4-6? Why did the LORD forbid eating meat with 
blood in it? How should we view capital punishment today in view of God’s clear 
command? 

The God of Covenant  

After Noah worshipped the LORD — making atonement for his sin with burnt offerings — he 
was able to approach the LORD in faith. In response, God made a covenant with him. A 
covenant is a formal agreement — a good-faith promise made between two parties. 
Sometimes a covenant can be conditional and therefore prone to be broken or violated, but 
also a covenant can be unilateral, meaning that it is as good as the one who upholds his end 
of the contract. God’s covenant with Noah was unconditional, eternal, and also universal.  

Genesis introduces the Biblical concept of covenant, which become one of the most 
essential threads that is woven throughout God’s word. The LORD is a God of covenant. He 
makes covenant and keeps covenant with His people. As we will see in the next lesson, God 
usually provides a sign, or symbol, as a reminder of His faithfulness — none of which is more 
visible and beautiful as the sign he gave to Noah.  
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